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Moral Hazard sheds light on nonconformity

- Moral Hazard resists conformity

By DEEBORAH SIIARP

Ford el Blach SUll Wrkay
With “Signals From Sheba,” Moral
Hazard shed some light on the dark

Barbara Covinglon provided a visual
variely that ks loo often lacking in all-
aural rock and roll shows, With more
dramatic lighting, though, the im-
cl of these “fnake danters” could
E#b«nmngmt:r.

The prodoclion had “sound
problems, too. Jan Gibson's vocals
were oflen muddy, and overam-
plified musie drowned oul the lyrics
many limes. Il Sheba was sending

Is, they were somelimes losl Lo
themote

The musicians — KC Wildmoon on
lead puilar, J.B. Sapp on bass and
Jane Dlack cn drums — wére come
pedent, and Wildmoon proved himsell
fo be a wriler of some Lalenl.

The band has & new wave ine
elinaticn, and most of the 15 san
witre high-en rockers. The snake
dancers, with their spandex skacks

and plastle sunplasses, added the
perfect visual louch lo songs ke
“Punk Lover” and “Eal Sweel
Treals."

Gibfon’s raspy, Slroag Voice Was
beller malched (o the blusy songs,
ihough, and she ard the group shone
on (he fusky “Peler Gun™ (Never
Ernown A Woman). Lyrics, vecals,
music and chorcography — all paris
formed a cohesive, Impressive
whale.

Since Moral Hazard is a theatrical
concepd band, integration is really
Ihe goal, rather than just the sum of
I parts, The perlormande fell shorl
of Lhal goal at (imes.

Though the pgroup’ siressed (he
collaborative nature of Ihe show,
Gibson was undenlably the focal
point. Her creative contributions and
considerable talent forced her Lo the

loreprond,

In facl, umaccompanied comedy
and commendary by Gibgon was the
mosl meaninglul and the mos! en-
lertaindng part of (ke show. Her
characiers were Iimaginatively
crealed and exceplicnally lunny

In oot scene, she played all the
members of 3 Soulbern-siybed "God™
lamily. She was Mom, Our Father,
Little Je=us and Jesus Lynn engaged
in a hilaripusly muondape “‘dowrne
home" dinper conversalicn

Sheba's most  elfective  signals
were satirical ones such as this, At
ihese moments, the show wos
wonderfully irreverent and comical
Moral lazard has & sease of humor,
and the group s il wisely to shod
light en the ilark side.
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