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NOTES FOR A MAGAZINE 

I am thrilled to present you with this second installment of work 

from the Southern Lesbian Feminist Activist Herstory Project. In 

Sinister Wisdom 98: Landykes of the South, the Southern Lesbian 

Feminist Activist Herstory Project presents interviews, stories, 

memories, poems, and reports about lesbian land communities in 

the South from 1969 until the present. 

In the pages of Sinister Wisdom 98: Landykes of the South, some 

of my favorite lesbian feminists make marquee appearances: 

Barbara Deming, Andrea Dworkin, Merril Mushroom, Amoja Three 

Rivers, and others. The stories of Landykes of the South ultimately 

are not about outsized, charismatic individuals. They are stories 

about communities where individuals gather to create something 

greater and more meaningful than any one person. 

Sinister Wisdom 98: Landykes of the South is narrated skillfully 

and organized to evoke Southern lesbian land communities. This 

is an issue that simultaneously educates and delights. If you are 

like me, you will be riveted reading these stories about lesbian 

landykes and learn an extraordinary amount of new information 

about lesbian-feminism, land communities, and the visions 
that womyn brought to community building. Perhaps equally 

important to the inspiration that these stories offer are the clear-
eyed assessments of challenges and frustrations in building land 

communities. These are powerfully human stories that help us all 

understand more about lesbian-feminism and where—and how—
we live our lives.

From this issue of Sinister Wisdom, the complexities of lesbian 

identities and lesbian-feminist political actions emerge. The 
stories in these pages capture many people’s lives and modes 

of finding ways to live in the world with integrity, conviction, 
passion, and pleasure. Sinister Wisdom 98: Landykes of the South 

also contributes to the important work of documenting the 

history of lesbian-feminism—and lesbian separatism. Discussing, 
debating, analyzing, and arguing about lesbian separatism has been 
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NOTES FOR A SPECIAL ISSUE
LANDYKES OF THE SOUTH: 
WOMEN’S LAND GROUPS AND LESBIAN 
COMMUNITIES IN THE SOUTH

“Lesbiana

It became my country,

a space where I belonged,

a territory beyond borders

made up of islands

linked to each other

by love, ideas and political affinities.”
Myriam Fougère, Lesbiana: A Parallel Revolution (2012)

It was the 1970s. Lesbians owning land together was a new 
concept. Second-wave feminism was new. National feminist 

organizations were new, and were not welcoming out Lesbians. 
It was only a few years after Stonewall. Every woman was finding 
her own path.

Some of us stepped onto the utopian, arduous, and, in some 
ways, ethereal path of the women’s (womyn’s, wimmin’s) land 
movement, a world evoked in the lines quoted above from Myriam 
Fougère’s documentary about that time, a time when Lesbian was 
spelled with a capital “L” because it meant a member of a nation, 
a tribe. Small groups of Lesbians began to find ways of acquiring 
land where they could live the ideals of the movement. How they 
achieved this vision has varied as much as the women themselves 
varied. Some had inherited lands or had the resources to simply 
buy land, while others worked collectively to borrow money or 
raise funds through a charitable group. In 1994, when Shewolf 
published her first Shewolf’s Directory of Wimmin’s Lands and 

Lesbian Communities, now in its sixth edition (2013–2016, see story, 
p. 113), fifty land groups were included. Eighteen of these were 
in the South. By 1996, Landyke Gatherings (Landyke capitalized 

an important topic for Sinister Wisdom since the journal began. 

I am pleased to see the conversation continuing with this issue.

I want to praise all of the women working on the Southern 

Lesbian Feminist Activist Herstory Project and Womonwrites, the 

Southern gathering of women writers that nurtures and supports 

this project. These great writers, activists, and bon vivants preserve 

lesbian lives through storytelling, oral herstory interviews, and 

archival preservation. I salute them for their work. 

I also want to thank Rose Norman who has been my primary 

contact and liaison through the process of these two special 

issues. Rose is an extraordinarily smart, funny, hard-working, 
compassionate, thoughtful, and committed lesbian; it is a pleasure 

to work with her. Thank you, Rose, for the work you are doing 

on Sinister Wisdom—and a myriad of other projects that benefit 
lesbians.

If you love this issue of Sinister Wisdom (and I hope you will!) 

please consider making a generous gift to Sinister Wisdom. I have 

four fabulous issues of Sinister Wisdom planned for 2016, but we 

can only publish and distribute these issues with your support. 

Sinister Wisdom will have a special fall fundraising campaign in 

October and November with an ambitious fundraising goal, but 

you can give to support Sinister Wisdom at any time online at www.

SinisterWisdom.org/donate or by mailing a check payable to 

Sinister Wisdom to Sinister Wisdom, PO Box 3252, Berkeley, CA 94703.

Please note the subscription rates for Sinister Wisdom increase 

slightly in January of 2016. You can lock in a two-year subscription 
for only $50 (in the United States) or a one-year subscription for 
only $34 (in the United States) before the end of December. Take 

action now and save money in the future! You’ll be glad you did.

In sisterhood,

Julie R. Enszer, PhD

Fall 2015
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for the same reason as Lesbian) started at In Touch in Virginia and 

have continued to meet every two or three years.1 The first seven 
gatherings were in Southern states.2

Sinister Wisdom 98: Landykes of the South is the second special 

issue of Sinister Wisdom featuring memoirs, interviews, essays, 

and artifacts from the Southern Lesbian Feminist Activist Herstory 

Project, a project of Womonwrites, the Southeast Lesbian Writers’ 

Conference (womonwrites.wordpress.com). While our focus 

here is on land groups in Southern states (Alabama, Arkansas, 

Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, 

North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia), we have 

also attempted to provide broader context for this nationwide 

movement. The main goal of our Herstory Project is to fill a gap 
left in the history of the second-wave women’s movement by 
collecting the stories of the many Lesbian-feminist activists 
living in Southern states. Stories and histories of many Southern 

Lesbians-feminists are missing from the burgeoning oral history 
projects documenting histories of feminism in the 1970s and the 

1980s or in LGBT oral history projects.3 While excellent scholarly 

1  Landyke Gatherings are just what they sound like, gatherings of Lesbians who 
live on womyn’s lands all over the United States, including people who don’t live 
in a Lesbian land community but identify as Landykes. That term may have first 
appeared in print when Jae Haggard, now editor of Maize, used it in 1995. 
Sociologist Landyke Sine Anahita (formerly of Bold Moon womyn’s land in North 
Carolina) used the term in a 2004 scholarly article, “Rivers of Ideas, Participants, 
and Praxis: The Benefits and Challenges of Confluence in the Landdyke Move-
ment,” Research in Political Sociology 13 (2004): 13–46; and again in 2009, “Nestled 
into Niches: Prefigurative Communities on Lesbian Land,” Journal of Homosexuality 
56.6 (2009): 719–737. Dr. Anahita spells it with two d’s, as does the Landdykes 
online discussion group. After a discussion on the Landdykes e-list, we have used 
Jae Haggard’s spelling, with one d, on the grounds that, as Shewolf wrote, “it 
makes it hard to separate the land from the dykes.”

2  In 1996 and 1997 at In Touch (now called CampOut), 1998 at Sugarloaf, 1999 
and 2000 at SPIRAL, 2001 at Camp Sister Spirit, and 2002 again at SPIRAL.

3  Rachel Blau DuPlessis and Ann Snitow, The Feminist Memoir Project: Voices 

from Women’s Liberation (New York: Three Rivers Press, 1998), Rosalyn Baxandall 
and Linda Gordon, Dear Sisters: Dispatches from the Women’s Liberation Move-

ment (New York: Basic Books, 2001), Twin Cities GLBT Oral History Project, Queer 

Twin Cities (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2010).

work has been done on the South as an important site of activism,4 

many stories of Lesbian-feminist activism remain to be told.
For some early women’s liberationists in the first consciousness-

raising groups, forming a women’s land group was an outcome 

of the process, putting theory into action (see p. 19 for Corky 

Culver’s story). Some Lesbians came out in the counterculture’s 

back-to-the-land movement, some waking up to feminism after 
moving to the country with a mixed group or male partner (see 

“Arkansas Land,” p. 36). Our collection of Landyke stories begins 

in 1969 when Corky Culver’s consciousness-raising group in 
Florida, possibly the first Lesbian land group in the country, began 
to look for land. We chose to end the storytelling at the end of 

the twentieth century in 1998 with Maat Dompim (see “A Great 

Big Women of Color Tent,” p. 150), but the Landyke movement 

continues in some form to this day. Reflecting this, our timeline 
includes communities started up to 2012 (see “Women’s Land in 

Southern States,” p. 177).

At heart, Lesbian-feminism is part of every woman’s land story 
in this issue, and for some, Lesbian separatism was a theme, if not 

a bone of contention. The topic of Lesbian separatism could be an 

entire chapter in and of itself. In brief, some land groups professed 

to be separatist from inception, while others became separatist to 

varying degrees over time. Some groups mandated no men on the 

land at all, which could be difficult when it came to certain jobs or 
equipment. They believed they could figure it out, and do it better, 
safer, or more respectfully than men. Some allowed limited male 

presence; some allowed men only at specific times and in specific 
places, to stay connected with sons, brothers, or fathers. Others 

4  See, for example, Rebels, Rubyfruits, and Rhinestones: Queering Space in the 

Stonewall South, edited by James T. Sears (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers Univer-
sity Press, 2001) and Carol Giardina’s Freedom for Women: Forging the Women’s 

Liberation Movement: 1953-1970, which gives more attention to Southern activism 
than do most histories of the movement (Gainesville, FL: University Press of 
Gainesville, 2010).
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or pushed them to greater clarity of vision and methods. More of 

their personal stories need to be told as well (see Naj McFadden’s 

story, p. 121).

In putting together this special issue, we were struck once 

again by the overwhelming whiteness of our participants. Arco 

Iris and Maat Dompim (see articles pp. 43 and 150) were the only  

women of color land groups we could find in the South, and we 
found few individuals of color participating in white land groups. 

Although our focus is on the South, we reached out nationwide 

to individuals, groups, organizations, and publications that we 

hoped might be helpful, asking for assistance in reaching possible 

ethnically diverse participants. Those few who responded put out 

our call in their publications, networks, lists, websites, and other 

means of communication. We followed up on every lead. The 

consensus of the responses was that Landykes of color were few, 

and women of color land groups in the South almost nonexistent.

This should not have been surprising, especially given the 

time period covered. Women of color still struggled to secure 

equal rights as citizens. Black women worked together with Black 

men to end racism, and Lesbians of color faced the additional 

challenges of misogyny and homophobia. White women were 

learning to recognize their own internalized racism, but often 

women of color doubted white women’s commitment to ending 

it. While many white Southern Lesbian-feminists had a growing 
consciousness around issues of racism—some of us were very 

active in antiracism politics and actions—this was not always the 

primary focus for others. They may have wanted, even craved, 

more ethnic diversity, but creating the circumstances for this to 

happen was not something they were skilled at doing, and often 

they unintentionally perpetuated barriers to Black women and 

women of color. In addition to getting along with each other, 

Lesbians were surrounded by and contending with the all-
pervasive lesbophobic and racist patriarchy.

tried to have as little contact as possible with the heteropatriarchy, 

even while off the land. Often the issue of separation and degrees 
of such was a matter for endless processing. Landykes were 

creating something larger, beyond a couple or a family. They 

attempted to live out egalitarian and ecological principles, which 

they saw as the core of female culture. They attempted this within 

sometimes stark financial, cultural, and psychological limitations.
Along with new political awareness, new lifestyles, new 

environments, new families of choice, etc., many Lesbian-
feminists took new names. Often these names were associated 

with nature or spirituality, and usually they were very meaningful. 

Some women took new names, some were given new names, and 

some had a vision or highly significant experience. Sometimes 
a new name was taken in fun or just grabbed out of thin air. 

Some were bestowed with ritual and ceremony, and some were 

transitory. Some women from those early days retain their chosen 

names to this day, and some even have legally changed their 

names.

This era, the latter third of the twentieth century, predated 

the internet. It cannot be overstated how hard it was for Lesbians 

to find each other before the networking and consciousness 
raising that came with the women’s movement, and it cannot 

be overstated how hard it was for Landykes to connect when we 

were scattered across distances with no email, no internet, and 

sometimes no electricity or phone. When the internet came to 

rural America, it was strictly dial-up. These wimmin were stitched 
together by methods and institutions of their own making.

Traveling dykes, idealistic nomads for a time, were an important 

link between Landykes, bringing news and controversies to the 

lands they visited. Often, they were looking for a place to settle, 

and contributed skills and labor to the lands they visited. They 

shared what life was like where they had been visiting, as well as 

their own strong feminist opinions of how each land group should 

be living. These travelers often challenged communities to change, 
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amazing country dykes from around the United States, Maize has 

published over a hundred issues.6

In the 1990s in Louisiana, Shewolf (Dr. Jean Boudreaux) began 

compiling Shewolf’s Directory of Wimmin’s Lands and Lesbian 

Communities. Of the twenty-six sites described in Lesbian Land, 

only five remain in the current edition of Shewolf’s Directory (sixth 

edition), three of them in the South: the North Forty, also known 

as Long Leaf, in Florida; The Pagoda in Florida; and Silver Circle in 

Mississippi. In that latest Directory, more land groups and Lesbian 

communities are located in Southern states than anywhere else 

in the country: one each in Alabama, Arkansas, and Mississippi; 

two each in Kentucky, North Carolina, Virginia, and West Virginia; 

three in Missouri; four in Tennessee; and a dozen in Florida. With 

months of effort to create an inclusive timeline, we found about 
fifty named lands or communities created in the South.7 The next 

closest geographic concentration of women’s lands is in the 

Northwest, sixteen entries in the latest Shewolf’s Directory.

Most Lesbian land groups have avoided publicity, certainly 

not seeking the kind of national publicity that Brenda and Wanda 

Henson had when they were the target of hate crimes in Mississippi 

[see story, p. 142]. The Hensons’ experience is every Lesbian land 

group’s worst nightmare, explaining why these groups usually 

guard their privacy, sometimes even concealing their legal name 

in publications like Lesbian Land and Shewolf’s Directory. There 

6  Maize: A Lesbian Country Magazine, edited by Jae Haggard and “published, 
duplicated, and distributed at Outland,” women’s land in New Mexico, PO Box 
130, Serafina, NM 87569. Publication of Maize has followed the editors. During 
the years that Lee Lanning was editor (1983–97, issues #2–55), LNR funded 
publication, and continues to maintain ties with Maize.

7  Shewolf’s Directory (sixth edition) groups Southern lands in three regions: 
South Central USA (Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, Missouri), Central East USA 
(Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia), and Southeast 
USA (Florida). She has no land groups from Georgia or South Carolina in any of 
the six editions. Shewolf includes some intentional communities that we do not 
include in our count because they are not all-women (Dancing Rabbit in Missouri, 
Earthaven in North Carolina, and Twin Oaks in Virginia).

Many economic and cultural issues also come into play. 

Southern Lesbians of African descent often came from families 

who had been poor and oppressed in the rural South, and 

they were seeking opportunities for upward mobility through 

more education and better jobs in the cities. Economically and 

culturally, their movement was toward the city, not living isolated 

or under “rustic” conditions. For some, living in the country in 

relative isolation did not seem safe or desirable. The commonality 

of lesbianism was simply not enough.

Joyce Cheney started traveling to women’s land groups and 

collecting their stories in 1981, eventually publishing Lesbian Land, 

essays about twenty-six different sites (including one in Denmark), 
as well as interviews with and essays by Lesbians interested in 

women’s land (1985). Before the publication of this invaluable 

book, Lesbians looking for land communities looked where 

many searched for all things Lesbian–in Lesbian Connection.5 LC 

occasionally published a national listing of lands, based on what 

communities sent them, starting in the late 1970s. Woman Spirit 

Magazine (1975-1985) and Country Women (1972-1980) were also 
important sources of information for Landykes.

Lee Lanning, Nett Hart, and later Jae Haggard, although not 

Southern dykes, provided a great deal of financial and other 
support for Lesbians living on land through Lesbian Natural 

Resources (LNR). LNR funded many projects, purchased 

equipment, and referred garden and building interns who came 

to work and live on Southern Lesbian land (see LNR, p. 173). They 

also published Maize Magazine, which continues to enrich the 

lives of country dykes as a forum for information resources and 

myriad connections. Currently edited by Jae Haggard at Outland 

near Serafina, New Mexico, and supported by a working cohort of 

5  For more information about LC, see www.LConline.org or www.facebook.
com/LConline.
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OUR LANDS, OUR SELVES

Corky Culver

We drive hours through wickets of franchise signs

through gas fumes and fast foods and consumer chaos

finally, to a road where we grin to see
a handmade sign, “SNAKE CROSSING,”

we crunch up steep gravel drives before GPS

where patriarchy can’t go

and TV cameras, thank the Lordess, haven’t been.

Corky Culver, migrant farm working in Oregon in 1962. Her then girlfriend 
Cathy Drompp (still a member of the North Forty) was traveling with her. 

“We were traveling and stopping to pick at various farms to pay for our travels, on 
the way back to Florida. They lent us extra clothes for a cold rainy day. 

Other migrants gave us wood and milk.”
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are fewer land groups than there used to be; many of the listings 

in Shewolf’s Directory end up being one Lesbian’s or one couple’s 

home, with some land and an expansive dream.

This special issue collects interviews and writings by Lesbians 

who lived (or are still living) in Lesbian land communities in 

Southern states. These are personal stories drawing on personal 

memories, all affected by the passage of time. Inevitably, there will 
be differences in the ways that community members experienced 
or remembered the same events. We have tried to include different 
perspectives when possible. We are archiving all of our interviews 

at the Sallie Bingham Center for Women’s History and Culture in 

the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library at Duke 

University (http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/bingham/). As with 

all the projects of the Southern Lesbian Feminist Activist Herstory 

Project, we intend to stimulate your memories and motivate you 

to record your own story of creating change and community.

Rose Norman, Merril Mushroom, and Kate Ellison

Fall 2015
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W
h

ere w
o

m
en

 are

m
akin

g
 teap

o
ts an

d
 b

askets an
d

 cuttin
g

 leath
er sh

o
es,

an
d

 kn
ittin

g
 h

an
d

sp
un

 yarn
s in

to
 scarves

an
d

 m
akin

g
 rug

s an
d

 h
am

m
o

cks o
n

 lo
o

m
s,

w
h

ere a b
an

d
an

a o
n

 th
e d

o
o

r m
ean

s

“In
 so

litud
e fo

r n
o

w
, n

o
 visits p

lease

see yo
u later.”

Corky Culver w
orking in a neighbor’s hayfield, 1975.

Photo by Pat Paul, courtesy of Corky Culver

for their fires and w
oodstoves.

W
h

ere w
o

m
en

 d
o

 th
eir o

w
n

 carp
en

try an
d

 d
esig

n

an
d

 g
o

 slo
w

 en
o

ug
h

 to
 sh

o
w

 o
th

ers,

m
easurin

g
, saw

in
g

, d
rillin

g
, p

ain
tin

g
, b

uild
in

g
 h

o
uses,

b
uild

in
g

 d
ream

s.

W
h

ere a tree g
ro

w
s in

 th
e m

id
d

le o
f a cab

in
,

w
h

ere a cab
in

 lives in
 th

e m
id

d
le o

f a tree,

w
h

ere a yurt is furn
ish

ed
 w

ith

a sleep
in

g
 b

ag
, an

tique can
vas strip

ed
 slin

g
 ch

airs,

garage sale finds, w
orn quilts,

a h
o

t b
o

x sto
ve

an
d

 a g
ran

d
m

o
th

er clo
ck.

W
h

ere in
 th

e tw
o

 h
o

urs w
h

en
 a g

en
erato

r

run
s, all th

e b
atteries are ch

arg
ed

, th
e

sew
in

g
 m

ach
in

e run
s an

d
 d

an
ce m

usic ch
arg

es th
e w

o
m

en
,

w
here a new

com
er apologizes for peeing in the com

posting toilet

and an old-tim
er says it’s okay, it happens

w
h

ere th
e h

an
d

 p
um

p
 b

uild
s m

uscles, elicits

a b
o

uquet o
f co

ld
 w

ater scream
s fro

m
 a b

evy o
f n

ud
es.

W
h

ere d
eer g

aze curio
usly at all

th
is h

um
an

 o
utd

o
o

r life, an
d

 h
o

p
e th

e w
o

m
en

w
ill fo

rg
et to

 b
rin

g
 in

 th
e trays

of sunflow
er sprouts

leavin
g

 th
em

 o
utsid

e all n
ig

h
t fo

r a d
eer n

o
sh

,

w
h

ere lo
ve is m

ad
e un

d
er th

e sky

an
d

 everyo
n

e feels w
arm

ed
.

W
h

ere jars o
f sp

rin
g

 w
ater g

ath
er full m

o
o

n
lig

h
t

b
esid

e m
o

o
n

 circles, lun
ar en

erg
y to

 b
e saved

 fo
r b

o
o

sts

d
urin

g
 th

e m
o

n
th

,

w
here drum

s sound, w
here cam

pfires are sung to
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T
H

E
 N

O
R

T
H

 FO
R

T
Y

1: FLO
R

ID
A

 (1972—
PR

ESEN
T)

b
y

 K
a
t
h
le

e
n

 “
C

o
r
k
y

”
 C

u
lv

e
r

“Fo
rty acres o

f o
ak trees d

rip
p

in
g

 w
ith

 S
p

an
ish

 m
o

ss; san
d

y 

clearin
g

s w
ith

 p
in

e n
eed

les sp
arklin

g
 in

 th
e sun

; lo
n

g
 tim

e frien
d

s 

as n
eig

h
b

o
rs.” “Lo

n
g

 Leaf,” in
 L

e
s
b

ia
n

 L
a

n
d (19

85), p
. 83.

I
n

 19
6

9
, C

o
rky C

ulver an
d

 n
in

e o
th

er m
em

b
ers o

f a Lesb
ian

 

conscious-raising group started by Judith Brow
n

2 in
 G

ain
esville, 

Flo
rid

a, fo
rm

ed
 a g

ro
up

 to
 lo

o
k fo

r lan
d

 to
 start an

 in
ten

tio
n

al 

co
m

m
un

ity fo
r Lesb

ian
s. In

 19
72, th

ey b
o

ug
h

t lan
d

 th
ey called

 T
h

e 

N
orth Forty, near M

elrose, Florida. It is possibly the first Lesbian 
lan

d
 g

ro
up

 in
 th

e co
un

try.

P
art O

ne: H
ow

 W
e D

id It
S

o
m

e o
f yo

u w
ill w

an
t to

 g
et a lan

d
 g

ro
up

 g
o

in
g

. H
ere’s o

ur 

sto
ry to

 en
co

urag
e yo

u.

H
ow

 is it that w
e w

ere the first w
om

en’s land and that w
e have 

kept it going for forty-tw
o years? G

ood question, says I to m
yself, 

kn
o

w
in

g
 w

h
at a h

ard
 p

ro
cess it can

 b
e, h

o
w

 im
p

o
ssib

le it can
 

seem
.

O
kay. First w

e w
ere a consciousness-raising group, doing 

it in
 classic w

o
m

en
’s lib

eratio
n

 style: sp
eakin

g
 fro

m
 o

ur o
w

n
 

exp
erien

ce, d
evelo

p
in

g
 th

eo
ry, d

o
in

g
 actio

n
. W

e w
ere, g

ran
ted

, 

g
ettin

g
 th

e lan
d

 fo
r o

urselves, b
ut h

o
p

in
g

 to
 m

o
d

el a fem
in

ist 

p
ro

cess th
at w

o
uld

 en
ab

le o
th

er w
o

m
en

 to
 d

o
 th

e sam
e.

1  C
o

rky C
ulver, w

ritin
g

 as C
ircled

an
ce, d

escrib
es th

e lan
d

 as Lo
n

g
 Leaf in

 Jo
yce 

C
h

en
ey’s L

e
s
b

ia
n

 L
a

n
d (M

in
n

eap
o

lis: W
o

rd
 W

eavers, 19
85), an

d
 later exp

an
d

ed
 

th
at p

iece fo
r p

ub
licatio

n
 in

 off our backs (M
ay 1, 2003). T

h
at sam

e issue in
clud

es 
several essays ab

o
ut Lesb

ian
 lan

d
, in

clud
in

g
 K

ate E
lliso

n
, “Lesb

ian
 Lan

d
: A

n
 

O
verview

,” off our backs (M
ay 1, 2003): 39

–41.

2  Co-author of the influential pam
phlet “Tow

ard a Fem
ale Liberation M

ove-
m

en
t,” kn

o
w

n
 as “T

h
e Flo

rid
a P

ap
er” (B

o
sto

n
: N

ew
 E

n
g

lan
d

 Free P
ress, 19

6
8).

These lands are m
eccas w

here travelers com
e from

 around the w
orld

and deep souls find each other.
A

s w
e ch

an
t an

d
 w

e p
lan

t, as w
e sin

g
,

as the sm
oke rises and the sparks fly upw

ard
and the steam

 rises off
 bodies in the

h
o

rse tro
ug

h
 h

o
t tub

s, as th
e fo

g
 lifts

as earth
 an

d
 sky are jo

in
ed

as w
e p

ray th
at th

e b
ag

g
ag

e

an
d

 w
o

un
d

s th
at w

e b
rin

g

d
o

 n
o

 h
arm

 an
d

 b
e h

ealed
,

w
e to

uch
 th

e earth
 an

d
 raise en

erg
y

o
n

 th
is h

allo
w

ed
 g

ro
un

d
, h

o
ly g

ro
un

d
, th

ese lan
d

s

th
at are h

o
m

e.
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p
iece ab

o
ut th

e size o
f a 

b
ig

 ch
air).

W
h

at kep
t us g

o
in

g
? 

P
ayin

g
 th

e m
in

im
al fees 

an
d

 
b

uild
in

g
 

b
o

ard
 

b
y 

b
o

ard
 w

as p
o

ssib
le w

ith
 

o
d

d
 

jo
b

s, 
m

o
d

est 
jo

b
s. 

A
n

d
 

essen
tial 

w
ere 

th
e 

years of orderly m
eetings, 

careful paperw
ork, lots of 

m
usic. O

ur day jobs w
ere 

often 
part-tim

e 
and 

ru-
ral. S

om
e w

ere teachers, 

techs, house painters, ar-
chitects, artists, nurses. In

 

the early d
ays, w

e planted
 

trees, 
p

icked
 

o
ran

g
es, 

painted
 houses, m

anaged
 

gas stations, clerked natural food stores, raked hay, did part-tim
e 

n
ew

sp
ap

er w
o

rk as strin
g

ers.

Fo
ur o

f th
e o

rig
in

al ten
 rem

ain
, w

ith
 fo

ur n
ew

 m
em

b
ers. 

Som
e m

em
bers peeled off, often finding the m

eetings and the 
ch

allen
g

es o
f g

ettin
g

 alo
n

g
 w

ith
 o

th
ers, m

akin
g

 d
ecisio

n
s w

ith
 

o
th

ers, to
o

 stressful.

To
 h

elp
 us, o

th
er lan

d
 g

ro
up

s sh
ared

 th
eir b

ylaw
s. T

h
e lo

cal 

w
o

m
en

’s co
m

m
un

ity h
elp

ed
 clear lan

d
 an

d
 b

uild
. A

 lo
t o

f w
o

m
en

 

an
d

 sp
irit w

en
t in

to
 it.

Law
yer 

frien
d

s 
h

elp
ed

 
w

ith
 

th
e 

co
m

p
licated

 
leg

al 
issues 

in
vo

lved
 in

 co
o

p
erative o

w
n

ersh
ip

 an
d

 keep
in

g
 th

e lan
d

 in
tact. W

e 

h
ad

 in
 o

ur m
em

b
ersh

ip
 a co

n
tracto

r an
d

 arch
itect w

h
o

 g
uid

ed
 th

e 

b
uild

in
g

s an
d

 h
elp

ed
 a lo

t. W
o

m
en

 startin
g

 n
o

w
 co

uld
 ch

eck w
ith

 

Lesb
ian

 N
atural R

eso
urces fo

r ad
vice (see sto

ry p
. 173).

D
ear sisters, w

e encourage you to find a piece of land and 
leap

 in
. T

h
e early d

ays are rich
 w

ith
 co

m
p

en
satio

n
s fo

r th
e to

ug
h

 

W
h

y d
id

 w
e w

an
t to

 b
uy lan

d
 to

g
eth

er rath
er th

an
 sep

arately? 

A
s 

a 
Lesb

ian
 

g
ro

up
 

in
 

th
e 

late 
19

6
0s, 

w
e 

w
ere 

aw
are 

th
at 

depending on our fam
ilies or m

en didn’t off
er us any social 

security, so
 w

e d
ecid

ed
 w

e co
uld

 b
e o

n
e an

o
th

er’s so
cial security. 

O
d

d
, m

ayb
e, to

 th
in

k o
f w

o
m

en
 in

 o
ur tw

en
ties th

in
kin

g
 ah

ead
 

so
 far, b

ut w
e w

an
ted

 a p
lace w

h
ere w

e co
uld

 g
ro

w
 o

ld
 w

ith
 

sup
p

o
rtive frien

d
s. W

e w
an

ted
 th

e sen
se o

f safety an
d

 sup
p

o
rt 

w
e co

uld
 g

ive each
 o

th
er, livin

g
 clo

se in
 a co

m
m

un
ity, read

y to
 

h
elp

 take care o
f an

im
als, to

 h
elp

 if w
e g

o
t sick. W

e d
ecid

ed
 n

o
t 

to
 g

o
 in

to
 th

e arran
g

em
en

t as co
up

les, w
h

ich
, o

ver th
e lo

n
g

 h
aul, 

m
ig

h
t n

o
t w

o
rk o

ut. E
ach

 h
ad

 h
er o

w
n

 sh
are an

d
 h

o
use, even

 if 

co
up

les d
evelo

p
ed

. W
e w

an
ted

 a b
eautiful p

lace th
at co

uld
 h

ave 

o
ur sh

ared
 values o

f h
avin

g
 so

m
e w

ild
n

ess aro
un

d
 us as w

ell as 

sm
all g

ard
en

s an
d

 sm
all law

n
s. W

e w
an

ted
 a sen

se o
f o

p
en

 lan
d

 

w
h

ere w
e co

uld
 w

alk to
 o

n
e an

o
th

er’s h
o

uses w
ith

o
ut clim

b
in

g
 

fen
ces, a p

arklike settin
g

.

H
ow

 could w
e aff

ord this beautiful oak, pine, and cedar forest 
in

tersp
ersed

 w
ith

 m
ead

o
w

s fo
r g

ath
erin

g
s?

M
o

st o
f us d

id
 n

o
t h

ave secure jo
b

s as yet o
r larg

e en
o

ug
h

 

in
co

m
es to

 b
uy o

n
 o

ur o
w

n
. Tw

o
 m

em
b

ers p
ut up

 th
e d

o
w

n
 

p
aym

en
t an

d
 th

e rest o
f us p

aid
 o

n
ly $15 a m

o
n

th
 fo

r years. W
e 

each
 h

ad
 equal o

w
n

ersh
ip

, n
o

 h
ierarch

y. To
 p

ro
tect th

e lan
d

 as an
 

in
tact p

iece, w
e d

id
n

’t h
ave sep

arate d
eed

s b
ut h

ad
 life estates w

ith
 

quitclaim
 d

eed
s. Ten

 o
f us, as I rem

em
b

er, each
 fo

r o
ur lifetim

e, 

w
o

uld
 h

ave tw
o

 acres p
erso

n
al sp

ace, each
 sh

arin
g

 co
m

m
un

ally 

th
e rem

ain
in

g
 tw

en
ty acres. W

ith
 th

e life estate m
eth

o
d

, w
e 

co
uld

n
’t p

ut up
 o

ur sh
are as co

llateral to
 g

et b
an

k lo
an

s, so
 o

ur 

housing had to be resourceful—
as in sm

all travel trailers, hand-
built fram

e houses, tents, according to w
hat w

e could aff
ord.

A
s tim

e m
o

ved
 o

n
, w

e w
ere ab

le to
 g

ath
er reso

urces en
o

ug
h

 to
 

b
uild

 h
o

uses to
 co

d
e w

ith
 all th

e am
en

ities. N
o

t like th
e early d

ays 

w
h

en
 m

y o
uth

o
use w

as a h
o

le w
ith

 a fram
e seat o

ver it an
d

 a view
 

of the stars, m
y show

er outdoors, m
y stove a thrift store find from

 
a steam

sh
ip

 (a frid
g

e, a sto
ve, an

d
 a sin

k in
 o

n
e quite co

m
p

act 

D
ore R

otund
o stand

ing on the platform
 

of the house she d
esigned

, 1975. D
ore, a 

current resid
ent of the N

orth 40, w
as one of 

the first w
om

en architects in Florida.

Photo by Pat Paul, courtesy of Corky Culver
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G
reta d

ecid
es to

 feed
 R

iver’s sh
ep

h
erd

 th
e m

eat th
e d

o
g

’s b
een

 

m
issin

g
 o

n
 th

e to
fu d

iet R
iver g

ives h
er.

R
iver, m

ean
w

h
ile, rem

o
ves th

e an
t sp

ray an
d

 ro
ach

 sp
ray fro

m
 

R
uth

’s cup
b

o
ard

 w
h

en
 R

uth
 is aw

ay.

R
uth

 h
as g

o
n

e to
 g

et h
er d

o
g

 n
eutered

, w
h

ich
 in

cid
en

tally, 

River thinks is fiendishly unnatural.
M

ad
g

e ad
o

p
ts stray cats b

y th
e d

o
zen

s. S
o

n
g

b
ird

s o
n

 th
e lan

d
 

th
in

 o
ut.

M
ary To

m
’s d

o
g

 d
rag

s used
 tam

p
o

n
s aro

un
d

 th
e lan

d
, p

ullin
g

 

th
em

 fro
m

 trees w
h

ere T
im

b
er h

as h
un

g
 th

em
 to

 keep
 d

eer fro
m

 

h
er g

ard
en

.

M
aia d

o
esn

’t b
elieve in

 tam
p

o
n

s b
ut w

rin
g

s o
ut h

er sp
o

n
g

es 

in
to

 a d
ish

 fo
r T

in
ker to

 p
o

ur aro
un

d
 h

er g
ard

en
.

A
 p

arro
t squaw

kin
g

 sp
eaks fo

r all o
f us. A

w
k!

B
ack to

 th
e p

resen
t m

o
m

en
t: S

h
all w

e tell D
ea o

r an
yo

n
e o

n
 

th
is d

ay celeb
ratin

g
 o

ur b
ein

g
 h

ere th
irty years, o

f th
e C

an
ker 

un
d

er th
e ro

se, th
e w

o
rm

 un
d

er th
e can

tan
kero

usn
ess? S

h
all w

e 

rain
 o

n
 th

e p
arad

e o
f th

eir d
elicio

us sen
satio

n
s an

d
 id

ealism
?

N
o

. O
f co

urse n
o

t. B
ut o

n
e th

in
g

 m
ust b

e cleared
 up

.

“D
ea, yo

u d
id

n
’t b

rin
g

 a d
o

g
, d

id
 yo

u?”

W
om

en w
orking on the first house to be 

constructed
 on the N

orth 40, w
hich b

ecam
e 

C
orky’s hom

e, 1975.

Photo by Pat Paul, courtesy of Corky Culver

co
n

d
itio

n
s. Yo

u’ve g
o

t cam
arad

erie to
 co

m
p

en
sate fo

r sh
o

rtag
es 

o
f m

o
n

ey an
d

 am
en

ities. Yo
u’ve g

o
t p

h
ysically in

vig
o

ratin
g

 w
o

rk 

that’s visionary and significant. It’s fabulous w
orking outside w

ith 
frien

d
s. Yo

u’re o
n

 th
e cuttin

g
 ed

g
e. It feels g

reat. G
o

o
d

 luck!!!

P
art Tw

o: Thirtieth A
nniversary on the Land—

“P
aradise: A

 
W

ork in P
rogress”

A
 b

rig
h

t clear d
ay. D

ea, up
o

n
 arrivin

g
 at th

e N
o

rth
 Fo

rty, 

b
o

un
d

s acro
ss th

e m
ead

o
w

 in
 h

er lo
n

g
 skirt an

d
 san

d
als h

ead
ed

 

to
w

ard
 P

at an
d

 m
e w

h
ere w

e are settin
g

 up
 an

 o
uth

o
use fo

r a 

g
ath

erin
g

. W
e h

ave a h
o

m
em

ad
e b

o
x w

ith
 a to

ilet seat o
ver a h

o
le, 

an
d

 fo
r p

rivacy, sh
eets w

rap
p

ed
 aro

un
d

 trees. W
e are sin

g
in

g
, 

h
arm

o
n

izin
g

 o
n

 H
o

lly N
ear’s “M

o
un

tain
 S

o
n

g
.” D

ea is sm
ilin

g
 

like a b
eautiful p

iece o
f can

talo
up

e. “T
h

is is it—
a clearin

g
 in

 th
e 

w
o

o
d

s, p
in

e trees, o
aks sp

arklin
g

 in
 th

e sun
lig

h
t, w

o
m

en
 sin

g
in

g
 

m
y favo

rite kin
d

 o
f m

usic. I arrived
, th

o
ug

h
t th

is is g
reat, w

o
m

en
’s 

lan
d

. I h
eard

 yo
u sin

g
in

g
, an

d
 I th

o
ug

h
t th

is is p
arad

ise.”

It’s w
h

ere it’s safe to
 w

o
rk o

utsid
e to

p
less, b

o
tto

m
less, w

h
ere 

th
ere’s n

o
 n

eed
 o

f fen
ces, w

h
ere th

e in
d

ivid
ual h

o
use sites m

elt 

in
to

 co
m

m
un

al lan
d

, w
h

ere th
ere’s n

o
 n

eed
 o

f m
arkin

g
 b

o
un

d
aries, 

w
h

ere yo
u can

 w
alk o

n
 san

d
 p

ath
s to

 th
e n

earb
y h

o
uses, each

 

n
estled

 in
 a w

o
o

d
s p

atch
 an

d
 alm

o
st o

ut o
f sig

h
t o

f each
 o

th
er.

T
h

ere’s n
o

th
in

g
 like th

e feelin
g

 o
f step

p
in

g
 o

n
to

 a p
iece o

f 

w
om

en’s land, stepping out of traffi
c and ads and real estate signs. 

Each w
om

an know
s it’s hers in som

e w
ay, reflects her. Because 

w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

 is ab
o

ut all w
o

m
en

, n
o

t just p
articular o

w
n

ers.

W
e o

ften
 h

ave a sp
ecial kin

d
 o

f h
arm

o
n

y th
at feels like sin

g
in

g
. 

B
ut p

arad
ise? N

o
t quite yet. W

e’re w
o

rkin
g

 o
n

 it. B
ut it’s w

o
rk.

Let’s take just one issue. Pets. O
ne of the first irritants that lets 

yo
u kn

o
w

 th
ere’s so

m
eth

in
g

 aw
ry in

 p
arad

ise.

Let’s take a h
yp

o
th

etical:

T
h

ere’s th
e g

rassh
o

p
p

ers th
at E

llen
 th

in
ks o

f as p
ets, eatin

g
 

S
tar’s p

et sp
id

er lily.

There’s A
lice’s best four-legged friend Bruno chasing Sally’s 

S
iam

ese.
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D
R

A
G

O
N

D
o
lp

h
in

 D
r
a
g
o
n

W
hen, at age thirty-seven, I landed at D

ragon on M
ay 

D
ay 1980, a birthday party for a six-year-old girl w

as in 
progress, and I w

as fairly delighted and am
azed by m

y first taste 
of Lesbian com

m
unity. W

im
m

in’s land. M
y firsthand report only 

b
eg

in
s th

en
.

Fo
r years, I h

ad
 un

h
ap

p
y feelin

g
s ab

o
ut b

ein
g

 cast in
to

 th
e 

ro
le o

f “S
o

uth
ern

” w
o

m
an

. I w
as o

n
ly in

tro
d

uced
 to

 th
e co

n
cep

t 

o
f “lad

y” in
 jun

io
r h

ig
h

 sch
o

o
l, b

y m
y b

est frien
d

, w
h

o
 th

o
ug

h
t it 

an
 ad

m
irab

le id
eal. S

o
 I g

ave it a sm
all ch

an
ce. It w

as n
o

t fo
r m

e, 

but there seem
ed to be future benefits in store for those w

ho w
ere 

ab
le to

 so
 co

n
scio

usly m
o

ld
 th

em
selves, so

rt o
f like feet . . .

I’m
 fro

m
 W

est Texas, n
o

t E
ast Texas, o

r S
o

uth
 Texas, o

r th
e 

H
ill Country. But such fine distinctions w

ere lost on those (w
ho 

I th
o

ug
h

t o
f as) Y

an
kees o

f C
h

icag
o

! A
fter th

irteen
 years in

 th
e 

M
id

w
est an

d
 exp

an
d

in
g

 m
y sen

se o
f g

eo
g

rap
h

y, I d
id

 n
o

t th
in

k o
f 

M
isso

uri as th
e S

o
uth

.

S
t. Lo

uis w
as th

e M
id

w
est, rig

h
t? T

h
erefo

re, all o
f M

isso
uri w

as 

th
e M

id
w

est?

I h
ad

 n
o

t exp
an

d
ed

 m
y sen

se o
f p

erso
n

al g
eo

g
rap

h
y (o

r h
is-

to
ry) en

o
u

g
h

 to
 kn

o
w

 th
at (1) M

isso
u

ri w
as a “d

ivid
ed

” state 

during the Civil W
ar, though a “legal” slave-holding state, and (2) 

th
at th

e O
zarks, w

h
ere I b

o
ug

h
t th

irty acres, is its o
w

n
 en

tity, a 

sort of crypto-libertarian culture, and a Confederate guerrilla hide-
out zone. A

ll this splittedness, I reflected by deliberately regaining 
(after a stint in N

ew
 York) m

y accent and
 m

aintaining it d
elib

erate-
ly—

p
artly as a co

n
fo

un
d

in
g

 stereo
typ

es p
lo

y, o
r so

 I th
o

ug
h

t.

In thinking of us as Southern w
im

m
in’s land, the first questions 

th
at p

o
p

 in
to

 m
y h

ead
 are ab

o
ut race, h

ard
 questio

n
s: H

o
w

 m
an

y 

w
im

m
in

 o
f co

lo
r (W

O
C

) live o
r h

ave lived
 h

ere? V
isited

? W
h

at’s th
e 

attitud
e o

f th
e “lo

cals”? W
h

at co
lo

r are th
e lo

cals?

P
art Three: Forty-Tw

o Years on the N
orth Forty

h
o

w
 it w

as b
irth

ed
 b

y ch
ild

ren
 b

ein
g

 cast o
ut

b
y th

eir fam
ilies, sh

un
n

ed
 o

r sh
am

ed
 as Lesb

ian

b
etrayers o

f th
eir so

ciety’s, fam
ily’s p

lan
s fo

r th
em

,

refusin
g

 to
 carry th

e fam
ily h

o
n

o
r an

d
 n

am
e,

h
o

w
 th

ey fo
un

d
 p

eers am
o

n
g

 th
e o

th
ers cast o

ut,

h
o

w
 th

ey lo
ved

 th
em

 an
d

 g
lo

ried
 in

 th
em

 an
d

 created

co
m

m
un

ities an
d

 revo
lutio

n
s an

d
 b

uild
in

g
s an

d
 veg

etab
le p

lo
ts

h
o

w
 th

ey so
ug

h
t a n

ew
 p

lace in
 th

e co
un

try

w
h

ere th
ey co

uld
 h

o
n

o
r th

e w
ild

 th
e un

co
n

ven
tio

n
al

th
e w

eed
s an

d
 w

o
rks o

f th
e h

an
d

s, w
h

ere th
ey

co
uld

 sh
un

 th
e w

ays o
f th

e in
d

ustrial, th
e co

m
m

ercial,

m
ake th

eir o
w

n
 m

usic, m
ake clo

th
in

g
 o

f th
e im

ag
in

atio
n

,

costum
es of w

him
sy and diff

erence

h
o

w
 b

y sh
arin

g
 th

ey m
ad

e few
 m

o
n

ies stretch
 to

 th
e m

an
y

w
ise to

 h
o

w
 little th

ey n
eed

ed
 o

f w
h

at o
th

ers valued

how
 they learned the w

ays of their spot of earth, learned the nam
es

of the sparkleb
erries, the nettles and

 b
lazing stars, how

 they let

n
ature stay n

ear th
em

, rem
em

b
erin

g
 to

 sh
are w

ith
 th

e d
eer

an
d

 d
eer m

o
ss, th

ere b
efo

re th
em

h
o

w
 th

ey learn
ed

 to
 b

uild
 fo

r th
em

selves, use h
am

m
ers an

d

ch
ain

saw
s, squares an

d
 levels, h

o
w

 th
ey scaven

g
ed

 an
d

 saved

h
o

w
 th

ey p
um

p
ed

 w
ater an

d
 sh

o
w

ered
 o

utsid
e an

d
 w

atch
ed

th
e p

ath
 o

f th
e m

o
o

n
. h

o
w

 th
ey w

ere lo
vin

g
ly careful,

m
ain

tain
ed

 ro
ad

s an
d

 h
o

uses an
d

 p
aid

 taxes an
d

 kep
t reco

rd
s

and sang and played flutes and cherished seeing each other
an

d
 w

o
rkin

g
 to

g
eth

er. 

how
 they m

ad
e each other happy and

 m
ad

e each other m
iserab

le

h
o

w
 so

m
e left an

d
 so

m
e stayed

. h
o

w
 th

ey tried
 so

m
eth

in
g

 very

h
ard

, very revo
lutio

n
ary. h

o
w

 in
 m

an
y w

ays th
ey succeed

ed
.
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M
W

F d
id

 a co
m

m
en

d
ab

le jo
b

, an
d

 w
e at D

rag
o

n
 m

o
stly b

um
b

led
 

aro
un

d
. O

th
er lan

d
s w

ere m
o

re accessib
le th

an
 w

e w
ere.

T
h

at p
resen

ce o
f w

im
m

in
 an

d
 kid

s o
f co

lo
r at M

W
F p

ro
b

ab
ly 

felt m
o

re like p
ro

g
ress th

an
 an

yth
in

g
 else w

e O
zark d

ykes d
id

, as 

far as m
y sen

se o
f m

o
vin

g
 fo

rw
ard

 o
n

 a g
ap

in
g

 g
ap

 in
 o

ur sh
ap

in
g

 

o
f a future w

o
rth

 livin
g

 in
.

W
e w

ere also
 reg

ularly exp
o

sed
 to

 (an
d

 so
m

etim
es p

articip
ated

 

in) th
e in

trep
id

 S
usan

 W
iseh

eart’s 
P

ra
c

tic
in

g
 A

n
ti-R

a
c

is
m

 (P
A

-R
) 

new
sletter. It is hard to gauge the eff

ects of som
ething like a sm

all 
p

ub
licatio

n
 circulated

 am
o

n
g

 a sm
all n

um
b

er o
f w

im
m

in
, b

ut 

p
erso

n
ally, I felt h

earten
ed

 w
ith

 each
 n

ew
 issue, p

ro
ud

 to
 see o

ur 

lo
cal to

w
n

 o
n

 th
e return

 ad
d

ress, an
d

 to
 learn

 th
e n

am
es o

f o
th

ers 

d
o

in
g

 th
is w

o
rk, w

h
at th

ey w
ere d

o
in

g
, w

h
at th

eir exp
erien

ces 

w
ere, an

d
 w

h
at sug

g
estio

n
s th

ey h
ad

 fo
r in

terrup
tin

g
 racism

. It 

w
as im

p
o

rtan
t to

 us to
 receive an

d
 circulate P

A
-R

 o
urselves, an

d
 

w
e also

 w
ere g

reatly en
co

urag
ed

 b
y th

e co
n

tact w
ith

 like m
in

d
s 

th
at it g

ave us: a n
etw

o
rk b

efo
re th

ere w
as o

n
lin

e n
etw

o
rkin

g
, o

f 

co
urse. W

im
m

in
 kn

o
w

 h
o

w
 to

 d
o

 th
is in

 o
ur b

o
n

es.

In
 19

84, A
th

en
a P

ean
ut, K

ym
ara B

ad
g

er, an
d

 D
o

lp
h

in
 jo

urn
ey 

to Crystal M
ountain in A

rkansas and shoot a short super-8 m
ovie 

protesting m
echanized crystal m

ining there. This w
as a D

ragon-
sp

o
n

so
red

 even
t in

 th
at it w

o
uld

 n
ever h

ave h
ap

p
en

ed
 if o

ur en
tire 

O
zarks fem

inist culture had not existed—
and that culture w

as all-
fem

ale, not all-Lesbian.
W

h
en

 I cam
e, th

ere w
as a trad

itio
n

 o
f th

e area w
o

m
en

 g
ettin

g
 

to
g

eth
er fo

r a N
ew

 M
o

o
n

 celeb
ratio

n
/p

o
tluck. T

h
e h

et (can
’t call 

’em
 straig

h
t, sez Isis) w

o
m

en
 w

ere m
o

stly h
ip

p
ie im

m
ig

ran
ts, 

th
o

ug
h

 th
ere w

ere also
 b

o
rn

 an
d

 b
red

 lo
cals, w

h
o

 w
ere fun

, 

g
o

o
d

 co
o

ks, sm
art, un

ique—
just like all th

e rest o
f us. T

h
ere w

as 

a w
o

m
en

’s so
ftb

all team
, sp

o
n

so
red

 b
y o

ur b
elo

ved
 very lo

cal 

h
ealth

 fo
o

d
 sto

re. O
ur kid

s w
ere frien

d
s w

ith
 th

eir kid
s.

D
rag

o
n

 d
o

es n
o

t exist as an
 islan

d
. S

everal w
o

m
yn

’s lan
d

s are 

n
earb

y. G
reen

tree ad
jo

in
s us. T

h
e M

o
un

d
 ad

jo
in

s G
reen

tree, an
d

 

o
n

 th
e o

th
er sid

e o
f o

ur w
id

e w
o

o
d

ed
 co

un
ty is H

aw
k H

ill an
d

 a 

D
iffi

cult questions, m
aybe ones w

e don’t like the answ
ers to.

W
e co

uld
 n

o
t b

e said
 to

 en
co

urag
e visito

rs—
excep

t o
ur frien

d
s, 

o
f co

urse, an
d

 m
o

stly th
o

se fro
m

 o
th

er w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

s, w
h

ere w
e 

visited
 an

d
 ro

m
an

ced
 b

ack an
d

 fo
rth

. O
f co

urse. B
ut th

e to
urism

 

m
o

d
el o

f w
im

m
in

’s lan
d

 d
id

 n
o

t ap
p

eal to
 us, p

articularly to
 so

m
e 

o
f us: “W

e are n
o

t o
n

 exh
ib

it. D
o

n
’t co

m
e p

arad
in

g
 yo

ur city 

frien
d

s th
ro

ug
h

 h
ere. W

e are n
o

t a th
em

e p
ark. T

h
is is w

h
ere w

e 

live. T
h

is is o
ur h

o
m

e.”

I th
in

k th
at w

ith
 th

e return
 o

f th
e First W

ave, 1 th
e g

en
eral 

o
utreach

 to
 visito

rs w
as d

itch
ed

 in
 favo

r o
f m

o
re p

erso
n

al an
d

 

in
fo

rm
al h

ap
p

en
in

g
s. S

uch
 w

as th
e equally in

fo
rm

al sen
se o

f th
e 

g
ro

up
. W

e also
 d

itch
ed

 m
eetin

g
s, electin

g
 to

 p
ro

ceed
 h

ap
h

azard
ly 

an
d

 g
uid

ed
 b

y o
m

en
s an

d
 m

o
o

d
.

V
isito

rs, o
f co

urse, d
id

 sh
o

w
 up

. U
sually, th

e o
n

es w
h

o
 just 

sud
d

en
ly ap

p
eared

 d
id

 p
retty w

ell o
n

 th
e lan

d
. M

an
y o

f th
o

se w
h

o
 

w
rote and sent resum

e-type letters and w
ho w

e w
rote back to—

sim
p

ly n
ever ap

p
eared

. M
o

st.

T
h

e W
O

C
 w

h
o

 d
id

 visit D
rag

o
n

 w
ere in

vited
, eith

er b
y us o

r b
y 

so
m

eo
n

e w
h

o
 kn

ew
 us an

d
 w

as co
m

in
g

 to
 b

e O
n

 T
h

e Lan
d

.

W
h

en
 M

id
w

est W
im

m
in

’s Festival (M
W

F) w
as in

 Full S
w

in
g

 (it’s 

in
 S

m
all S

w
in

g
 n

o
w

), th
ere w

as a reg
ular p

ath
 run

n
in

g
 b

etw
een

 th
e 

city w
im

m
in

 an
d

 th
e co

un
try d

ykes. W
e m

et reg
ularly fo

r p
lan

n
in

g
 

m
eetin

g
s, a w

h
o

le series in
 C

o
lum

b
ia th

at I recall, an
d

 later a ro
un

d
 

in
 N

o
rth

ern
 A

rkan
sas. C

ity w
im

m
in

 m
ean

t so
m

e W
O

C
, an

d
 th

ere 

w
as o

n
e W

O
C

 w
h

o
 w

as a reg
ular an

d
 lo

n
g

tim
e p

art o
f th

e p
lan

n
in

g
 

m
eetin

g
s. M

o
re jo

yo
usly, th

ere w
ere several years (th

e last years 

b
efo

re th
e state p

ark p
ut th

e screw
s o

n
?) w

h
en

 th
ere w

ere g
o

o
d

 

n
um

b
ers o

f vario
us co

lo
rs, classes, an

d
 ab

ilities.

W
e m

ad
e it o

ur p
rio

rity to
 b

e aw
are o

f class, d
isab

ility, an
d

 

racism
—

o
r th

e
 lack th

e
re

o
f—

re
co

g
n

izin
g

 th
e

m
 as in

h
e

rite
d

 

an
d

 
un

n
ecessary 

b
arriers 

to
 

o
ur 

sisterh
o

o
d

, 
o

r 
p

eace 
an

d
 

co
m

m
un

ity. S
eld

o
m

 w
as th

e reality as o
n

e w
o

uld
 h

o
p

e, th
o

ug
h

 

1  First W
ave: Id

io
syn

cratic usag
e fo

r th
e return

 o
f fo

ur o
f th

e w
o

m
en

 w
h

o
 w

ere 
not O

riginal D
ragons, and w

ho all left and then returned five years later.
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L
A

N
D

Y
K

E
 IN

 A
 S

T
R

A
N

G
E

 L
A

N
D

, 
R

U
R

A
L

 M
ID

D
L

E
 T

E
N

N
E

S
S

E
E

B
ELLY

 A
C

R
ES, 1975–P

R
ESEN

T

M
e
r
r
il M

u
s
h
r
o
o
m

T
h

e 19
6

0s w
as an

 excitin
g

 tim
e to

 b
e in

 N
ew

 Yo
rk C

ity. I w
as 

a tw
enty-som

ething transplanted Southern bar dyke turned 
h

ip
p

ie d
yke livin

g
 in

 th
e E

ast V
illag

e. I w
o

rked
 as a sch

o
o

lteach
er 

in
 cen

tral H
arlem

 an
d

 o
th

erw
ise w

as in
vo

lved
 w

ith
 civil rig

h
ts, 

an
tiw

ar/p
eace 

activities, 
p

sych
ed

elics, 
an

d
 

Lesb
ian

s. 
M

y 

so
cial g

ro
up

 w
as th

e o
n

ly p
red

o
m

in
an

tly g
ay/Lesb

ian
 g

ro
up

 in
 

p
sych

ed
elia. 1

In
 19

6
6

, I o
p

en
ed

 a h
ip

p
ie sh

o
p

 in
 th

e E
ast V

illag
e w

ith
 an

o
th

er 

Lesb
ian

 an
d

 a g
ay m

an
. W

e so
ld

 h
an

d
m

ad
e crafts an

d
 w

o
rked

 

w
ith

 run
aw

ays, street kid
s, an

d
 an

tiw
ar p

ro
testers. W

e co
o

ked
 an

d
 

served free hot supper every evening to anyone off
 the street w

ho 
w

an
ted

 to
 eat—

stew
s m

ad
e fro

m
 g

rain
s an

d
 b

ean
s b

o
ug

h
t w

ith
 

cash
 d

o
n

atio
n

s an
d

 free veg
etab

les g
lean

ed
 fro

m
 th

e p
ro

d
uce 

stands that lined First A
venue. The first Peace M

arch happened, 
and the first Be-In at Sheep’s M

eadow
 in Central Park. I w

ent to 
M

illb
ro

o
k an

d
 to

 W
o

o
d

sto
ck, d

an
ced

 at th
e B

allo
o

n
 Farm

 w
h

ich
 

later becam
e The Electric Circus, and w

as involved w
ith the O

ff-
O

ff-Broadw
ay theater scene. I ate peanuts at The N

inth Circle, eggs 
B

en
ed

ict at th
e Lim

elig
h

t, steam
ed

 clam
s at th

e R
iviera, p

astelito
s 

fro
m

 th
e A

rg
en

tin
e em

p
an

ad
a stan

d
 n

ext to
 T

h
e H

ip
 B

ag
el, an

d
 

m
acro

b
io

tics at th
e C

auld
ro

n
. I w

en
t to

 co
n

certs at Fillm
o

re E
ast 

and hung out at the Caff
e Cino, the Sea Colony, Kookie’s, and the 

W
ash

in
g

to
n

 S
quare.

1  S
ee “T

h
e Illicit LS

D
 G

ro
up

—
S

o
m

e P
relim

in
ary O

b
servatio

n
s” b

y Fran
ces E

. 
C

h
eek, S

tep
h

en
s N

ew
ell, an

d
 M

ary S
arett in

 P
s
y

c
h

e
d

e
lic

s
, ed

. B
ern

ard
 A

aro
n

so
n

 
an

d
 H

um
p

h
rey O

sm
o

n
d

 (N
ew

 Yo
rk: D

o
ub

led
ay &

 C
o

., In
c, 19

70). O
n

lin
e at h

ttp
://

w
w

w
.drugtext.org/The-Psychedelics/the-illicit-lsd-group-som

e-prelim
inary-

o
b

servatio
n

s.h
tm

l.

h
o

st o
f sm

aller lan
d

s, o
ccup

ied
 b

y sin
g

le Lesb
ian

s an
d

 co
up

les, as 

w
ell as a g

ay m
en

’s cam
p

g
ro

un
d

.

S
in

ce D
rag

o
n

 w
as in

clud
ed

 in
 L

e
s
b

ia
n

 L
a

n
d in

 19
85, 2 w

e h
ave 

m
anaged to burn dow

n the M
ain H

ouse, pay off
 the pum

p, let the 
fields grow

 over, build a house, haul in tw
o ready-m

ades, w
atch 

th
e g

arag
e fall d

o
w

n
, g

ro
w

 fo
o

d
, m

ake w
in

e, b
ury o

n
e Lesb

ian
, 

lo
se several, g

ain
 n

ew
 o

n
es, receive kin

d
 d

o
n

atio
n

s an
d

 m
o

ral 

sup
p

o
rt, an

d
 ap

p
reciate o

ur g
o

o
d

 fo
rtun

e in
 livin

g
 h

ere.

N
o

w
 h

ere w
e are: sh

ittin
g

 in
 b

uckets o
f saw

d
ust, carryin

g
 jug

s 

of w
ater, and w

arm
ing ourselves w

ith w
ood fires, none of this w

ith 
quite th

e ag
ility o

r sp
eed

 as w
h

en
 w

e b
eg

an
.

W
h

at n
ext? W

e d
ie. O

th
er o

n
es co

m
e alo

n
g

 an
d

 carry o
n

. 

H
o

p
efully. T

h
e lan

d
 rem

ain
s.

2  E
d

ited
 b

y Jo
yce C

h
en

ey (M
in

n
eap

o
lis: W

o
rd

 W
eavers P

ress).
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in
 th

e W
est, w

e just d
id

 n
o

t feel at h
o

m
e an

yw
h

ere w
e w

en
t. W

e 

lo
n

g
ed

 fo
r o

ur fam
iliar S

o
uth

east w
h

ere w
e b

o
th

 h
ad

 g
ro

w
n

 up
, 

even
 th

o
ug

h
 th

is w
as th

e very area w
e’d

 ag
reed

 th
at w

e sh
o

uld
 

avo
id

 as th
e w

h
ite p

aren
ts o

f a B
lack ch

ild
.

B
ut th

e S
o

uth
east o

f th
e 19

70s w
as n

o
t th

e S
o

uth
east w

e 

rem
em

b
ered

 fro
m

 th
e 19

50s an
d

 19
6

0s, an
d

 ten
sio

n
s aro

un
d

 

race relatio
n

s, alth
o

ug
h

 d
ecid

ed
ly p

resen
t, w

ere n
o

t w
h

at th
ey 

h
ad

 b
een

, eith
er. Julia, in

 G
eo

rg
ia, w

h
o

 d
ecid

ed
 to

 jo
in

 us in
 th

e 

co
llective, urg

ed
 us to

 co
n

sid
er N

o
rth

 G
eo

rg
ia, Ten

n
essee, o

r 

K
en

tucky.

M
ean

w
h

ile, w
e h

ad
 run

 o
ut o

f m
o

n
ey an

d
 n

eed
ed

 to
 g

et 

b
ack to

 w
o

rkin
g

 at real jo
b

s in
 o

rd
er to

 b
e ab

le to
 eat an

d
 b

uy 

g
aso

lin
e w

h
ile w

e lo
o

ked
 fo

r lan
d

. W
e d

ecid
ed

 to
 sto

p
 an

d
 settle 

tem
p

o
rarily in

 K
n

o
xville, b

ecause it w
as co

n
ven

ien
tly lo

cated
, an

d
, 

m
o

st im
p

o
rtan

t, w
e w

ere co
n

n
ected

 w
ith

 th
e K

n
o

xville Lesb
ian

 

Fem
in

ist A
llian

ce (K
LFA

). Frien
d

s fro
m

 afar b
eg

an
 to

 co
n

tact us to
 

co
m

m
it to

 th
e p

o
ten

tial lan
d

 co
llective.

Lesbian-fem
inist 

activity 
w

as 
burgeoning 

throughout 
the 

S
o

uth
east (see S

in
is

te
r W

is
d

o
m

 issue 9
3). M

an
y o

f m
y frien

d
s w

ere 

b
eco

m
in

g
 sep

aratists, an
d

 I ag
reed

 w
h

o
leh

earted
ly w

ith
 th

em
 in

 

th
eo

ry—
b

ut in
 real life, h

ere I w
as in

 a livin
g

 arran
g

em
en

t w
ith

 all 

th
ese m

ales!

T
h

e lan
d

 search
 w

as co
n

tin
uin

g
. T

h
en

, o
n

e d
ay, w

e read
 in

 an
 

o
ld

 m
ag

azin
e a letter fro

m
 a p

air o
f veg

etarian
 co

un
terculture 

fo
lks w

h
o

 h
ad

 settled
 in

 rural M
id

d
le Ten

n
essee w

h
ere lan

d
 w

as 

cheap and the locals w
ere friendly, and they invited “like-m

inded 
fo

lks” to
 co

m
e ch

eck o
ut th

e area. W
e d

ecid
ed

 th
at co

uld
 b

e co
d

e 

fo
r us.

W
e w

en
t to

 visit. S
h

e w
as ch

o
p

p
in

g
 th

e w
o

o
d

 w
h

ile h
e m

ad
e 

an
d

 served
 th

e tea. W
e liked

 th
em

. T
h

ey to
o

k us to
 see a h

ill farm
 

fo
r sale n

earb
y, o

n
 a h

un
d

red
 acres o

f extrem
ely ro

ug
h

 b
ut very 

beautiful land, w
ith tw

o fixable houses, tw
o usable barns, w

ater 
o

n
 th

e lan
d

, in
 th

e p
erfect lo

catio
n

, at an
 am

azin
g

ly lo
w

 p
rice. W

e 

co
n

tacted
 p

o
ten

tial co
llective m

em
b

ers an
d

 p
o

o
led

 o
ur m

o
n

ey fo
r 

T
h

e n
ext w

ave o
f fem

in
ism

 w
as ap

p
ro

ach
in

g
. I quit teach

in
g

 

and w
ent to w

ork for a m
otorcycle courier service as their first 

w
o

m
an

 d
elivery rid

er, an
d

 I d
ro

ve a taxi fo
r a w

h
ile, b

ut n
o

t at n
ig

h
t. 

T
h

ere w
ere rio

ts at th
e S

to
n

ew
all b

ar, an
d

 W
o

m
en

’s Lib
eratio

n
 

w
as blossom

ing. W
e dykes tore our shirts off

 and danced topless, 
lib

erated
, b

reasts to
 b

reasts, in
 th

e Lesb
ian

 club
s.

A
s th

e p
sych

ed
elic 19

6
0s b

eg
an

 to
 w

an
e, an

d
 th

e h
ip

p
ie 

m
o

vem
en

t b
ecam

e a m
arket, so

m
e o

f m
y frien

d
s d

rifted
 in

to
 

th
e 

urb
an

 
co

rp
o

rate 
estab

lish
m

en
t. O

th
ers 

m
o

ved
 

fro
m

 T
h

e 

City to rural areas as part of the sim
pler-living, back-to-the-land, 

ren
ew

ed
 in

ten
tio

n
al co

m
m

un
ity m

o
vem

en
t. T

h
is id

ea in
terested

 

m
e, esp

ecially in
 th

e co
n

text o
f w

o
rkin

g
 w

ith
 ch

ild
ren

. I sh
ared

 a 

co
m

m
un

al h
o

use in
 T

ivo
li, acro

ss th
e ro

ad
 fro

m
 th

e C
ath

o
lic W

o
rker 

Farm
, an

d
 even

 th
o

ug
h

 I d
id

 n
o

t live th
ere full tim

e, co
m

m
un

al 

livin
g

 ap
p

ealed
 to

 m
e. B

y 19
70, I w

as in
creasin

g
ly d

raw
n

 to
 th

e 

id
ea o

f co
llective co

un
try livin

g
 an

d
 h

ad
 a g

ro
w

in
g

 d
esire to

 raise 

an
d

 teach
 ch

ild
ren

 o
utsid

e th
e m

ain
stream

 m
o

d
els o

f fam
ily an

d
 

sch
o

o
l. M

y in
sp

iratio
n

 w
as A

ld
o

us H
uxley’s b

o
o

k Is
la

n
d. O

n
e o

f m
y 

h
ead

 sh
o

p
 p

artn
ers w

as a rad
ical fairie I h

ad
 kn

o
w

n
 sin

ce th
e 19

50s 

in
 Flo

rid
a. W

e d
iscussed

 at g
reat len

g
th

 th
e p

o
ssib

ility o
f fo

rm
in

g
 

a partnership w
here w

e w
ould adopt children w

ho w
ere “hard-

to-place” (w
hich w

as any child other than a healthy w
hite baby), 

leave th
e city, an

d
 en

g
ag

e in
 rural co

m
m

un
al livin

g
 an

d
 co

llective 

free sch
o

o
l. W

e w
o

uld
 leg

ally m
arry, if n

ecessary, to
 b

e ab
le to

 

ad
o

p
t; b

ut I w
as a Lesb

ian
, an

d
 h

e w
as a g

ay m
an

, an
d

 w
e h

ad
 n

o
 

intention of giving up our sam
e-sex girlfriends and boyfriends or 

o
ur Lesb

ian
 an

d
 g

ay activities.

In
 19

72, w
e d

ep
arted

 fro
m

 N
ew

 Yo
rk C

ity in
 a b

ig
 p

in
k sch

o
o

l 

bus outfitted for living w
ith our rescued street dog and our first 

ad
o

p
ted

 ch
ild

—
a b

iracial fo
un

d
lin

g
 b

o
y—

in
 search

 o
f th

e g
ay 

hippie pie-in-the-sky paradise that aw
aited us in, w

e thought, 
N

ew
 M

exico
, w

h
ere several o

f o
ur N

ew
 Yo

rk frien
d

s h
ad

 g
o

n
e to

 

live at th
e H

o
g

 Farm
.

W
e traveled

 fo
r o

ver a year an
d

 co
vered

 15,000 m
iles aro

un
d

 

th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates, C

an
ad

a, an
d

 M
exico

. D
esp

ite o
ur p

lan
s to

 settle 
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b
o

th
 o

f yo
u sittin

g

o
n

 th
e p

o
rch

 w
ith

 th
e tw

o
 o

f th
em

, yo
ur h

o
useg

uests,

all of you w
earing brand-new

 overalls—
an

d
 yes, I co

uld
 im

ag
in

e h
o

w
 yo

u m
ig

h
t h

ave said
,

in
 th

e car o
n

 yo
ur w

ay to
 to

w
n

,

“W
e’ll n

eed
 to

 b
uy so

m
e o

veralls to
 w

ear

w
h

en
 w

e w
o

rk.”

I w
o

n
d

ered
,

th
en

,

d
id

 yo
u really in

ten
d

 to
 use th

o
se o

veralls p
ro

p
erly,

or did you think it w
ould be suffi

cient just to know
 how

 to
fasten

 th
e g

alluses?

I see

firew
ood not stacked, not even split yet,

com
post overflow

ing the bucket,
w

ater jug
s still em

p
ty,

d
irty d

ish
es p

iled
 o

n
 th

e co
un

ter,

ch
icken

s n
o

t yet fed
,

eg
g

s n
o

t co
llected

,

n
o

 sup
p

er o
n

 th
e sto

ve,

an
d

th
e fo

ur o
f yo

u sittin
g

 o
n

 th
e p

o
rch

w
earing your nice, clean, brand-new

o
veralls.

Lordesses, forgive m
e for being pissed off. H

elp m
e

n
o

t to
 b

e so
 jud

g
m

en
tal,

to
 h

o
ld

 m
y to

n
g

ue—
to

 un
d

erstan
d

 th
at

people have diff
erent ideas regarding

the day-to-day priorities
o

f co
llective co

un
try livin

g
.

B
ut h

ay m
ust n

o
t stay o

n
 th

e g
ro

un
d

w
h

en
 th

e w
eath

er th
reaten

s rain
!

th
e d

o
w

n
 p

aym
en

t. In
 19

75, w
e p

urch
ased

 th
e lan

d
 an

d
 n

am
ed

 it 

B
elly A

cres.

O
ur in

itial lan
d

 g
ro

up
 co

uld
 n

o
t h

ave b
een

 a m
o

re un
likely 

co
llectio

n
 o

f fo
lks. T

h
e co

re m
em

b
ers w

ere m
yself p

lus rad
ical 

fairie co-parent plus, by now
, tw

o very young adopted boy children, 
tw

o radical Lesbian-separatists, and a heterosexual m
an. Several 

p
eo

p
le fro

m
 o

ur o
ld

 N
ew

 Yo
rk g

ro
up

 cam
e to

 visit, in
terested

 in
 

jo
in

in
g

 us as w
ell. W

e th
o

ug
h

t th
at w

ith
 a larg

e en
o

ug
h

 p
iece o

f 

lan
d

 an
d

 sep
arate livin

g
 sp

aces, w
e co

uld
 w

o
rk o

ut o
r, at least, 

bypass our sociopolitical diff
erences.

O
ur first projects w

ere cleaning the tw
o old houses, m

aking 
th

em
 m

arg
in

ally livab
le, b

uild
in

g
 a p

ro
p

er o
uth

o
use, an

d
 creatin

g
 

a w
om

yn-only space. Living on the land w
as dem

anding. W
e had 

electricity b
ut n

o
 run

n
in

g
 w

ater. W
e co

o
ked

 w
ith

 g
as, h

eated
 w

ith
 

w
o

o
d

, an
d

 w
ash

ed
 o

ur clo
th

es in
 th

e laun
d

ro
m

at up
 in

 to
w

n
 ten

 

m
iles aw

ay. W
e kep

t ch
icken

s, d
ucks, turkeys, p

eafo
w

l, d
o

g
s, cats, 

o
n

e h
o

rse, an
d

 m
an

y ch
ild

ren
.

T
h

at sam
e letter th

at attracted
 us also

 b
ro

ug
h

t to
 th

e area 

m
an

y o
th

er kin
d

s o
f co

un
terculture fo

lks fro
m

 o
th

er p
laces, 

b
ut 

th
ere 

w
ere 

alm
o

st 
n

o
 

o
th

er 
g

ay/Lesb
ian

 
p

eo
p

le. 
(T

h
at, 

sin
ce, h

as ch
an

g
ed

, an
d

 th
e area n

o
w

 is h
o

m
e to

 a trem
en

d
o

us 

G
LB

T
Q

 p
o

p
ulatio

n
.) W

e fo
rm

ed
 o

ur free sch
o

o
l, w

h
ich

 to
o

k ro
o

t 

an
d

 p
ersisted

 fo
r alm

o
st a d

ecad
e. T

h
ree m

o
re ch

ild
ren

 jo
in

ed
 

th
e fam

ily, b
ut th

e o
th

er m
em

b
ers o

f th
e co

llective d
ro

p
p

ed
 

out during the first few
 years. The sociopolitical diff

erences, it 
seem

ed
, d

id
 m

atter; b
ut th

ese turn
ed

 o
ut to

 b
e n

o
t th

e g
reatest o

f 

our disagreem
ents. M

uch m
ore diffi

cult to get past w
ere the day-

to-day issues around w
ork that did or did not get done.

W
ork Ethic: 1975

T
his afternoon, w

hen I arrived
 b

ack ho
m

e from
 m

y job
 in the city,

an
d

 I saw
 yo

u

sitting on the porch w
earing brand-new

 overalls—
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B
y th

e early 19
80s, I w

as w
o

rkin
g

 several p
aych

eck jo
b

s an
d

 

h
ad

 little tim
e fo

r an
yth

in
g

 else excep
t ch

ild
ren

, g
ard

en
, an

d
 

Lesb
ian

s. I w
as in

 a m
o

n
o

g
am

o
us relatio

n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 a Lesb

ian
 w

h
o

 

lived
 n

earb
y. T

h
e free sch

o
o

l h
ad

 evo
lved

 in
to

 several sm
aller 

h
o

m
esch

o
o

lin
g

 g
ro

up
s. R

ad
ical fairies b

eg
an

 to
 m

o
ve to

 th
e 

fo
rm

e
rly an

arch
ist co

lle
ctive

 o
n

 S
h

o
rt M

o
u

n
tain

, h
e

rald
in

g
 

th
e b

eg
in

n
in

g
 o

f th
e G

L
B

T
Q

 p
o

p
u

latio
n

 exp
lo

sio
n

 in
 th

e area; 

an
d

 th
e Lan

d
ykes m

o
vem

en
t w

as takin
g

 ro
o

t in
 th

e S
o

uth
east as 

it w
as everyw

h
ere th

ere w
ere Lesb

ian
s. 

O
n

e o
f m

y jo
b

s w
as as a b

read
w

in
n

er in
 th

e real w
o

rld
, to

 earn
 

th
e m

o
n

ey to
 p

ay th
e m

o
rtg

ag
e an

d
 o

th
er b

ills. A
s fo

lks d
ro

p
p

ed
 

o
ut o

f th
e co

llective, th
o

se w
h

o
 rem

ain
ed

 h
ad

 to
 p

ick up
 th

e farm
 

d
eb

t. Fin
ally, it w

as just m
e w

o
rkin

g
 aw

ay fro
m

 th
e lan

d
, an

d
 m

y 

little p
aych

eck stretch
ed

 an
d

 stretch
ed

. W
e g

rew
 w

h
at fo

o
d

 w
e 

co
uld

, b
ut o

ur g
ard

en
 w

as ro
ug

h
 an

d
 ro

cky, an
d

 th
e g

ro
un

d
 n

eed
ed

 

lo
ts o

f o
rg

an
ic b

uild
up

 to
 even

 b
eg

in
 to

 resem
b

le so
il. W

e trad
ed

 

w
ith

 o
ur n

eig
h

b
o

rs, sh
o

p
p

ed
 at b

ale sto
res an

d
 salvag

e yard
s, to

re 

d
o

w
n

 o
ld

 b
uild

in
g

s in
 exch

an
g

e fo
r th

e b
uild

in
g

 m
aterials. W

e 

p
articip

ated
 in

 b
uyin

g
 club

s, w
o

rk p
arties, an

d
 clo

th
in

g
 exch

an
g

es, 

w
en

t to
 b

arn
 d

an
ces, an

d
 p

layed
 lo

ts o
f m

usic to
g

eth
er. W

e d
id

 

co
m

m
un

ity o
rg

an
izin

g
 am

o
n

g
 th

e lo
cals an

d
 g

o
t alo

n
g

 w
ell w

ith
 

o
ur n

eig
h

b
o

rs.

M
o

st o
f th

e n
ew

 fo
lks settlin

g
 in

to
 th

e area w
ere h

etero
sexual 

h
ip

p
ies, b

reed
ers, an

d
 th

ere w
ere m

an
y, m

an
y ch

ild
ren

 w
h

o
 all 

flow
ed in and out am

ong households. O
ne m

ight think that living 
am

ong all these heterosexuals—
hippie or not—

that I had to be lo
n

ely 

fo
r Lesb

ian
s, b

ut, truth
 b

e to
ld

, I h
ad

 p
len

ty o
f d

ykes in
 m

y jo
yfully 

n
o

n
m

o
n

o
g

am
o

us life. In
d

eed
, I co

uld
 n

o
t h

ave survived
 w

ith
o

ut 

th
em

. Frien
d

s, lo
vers, o

r just p
assin

g
 th

ro
ug

h
, Lesb

ian
s cam

e to
 

visit, an
d

 I w
en

t to
 th

em
, to

 w
h

ere th
ey lived

, to
 co

n
feren

ces, 

festivals, n
etw

o
rkin

g
 m

eetin
g

s. W
h

en
ever I w

as n
o

t w
o

rkin
g

 at 

m
y p

aych
eck jo

b
, raisin

g
 th

e ch
ild

ren
, d

o
in

g
 h

o
use an

d
 g

ard
en

 

ch
o

res, h
aulin

g
 w

ater, w
ritin

g
 sto

ries, o
r d

o
in

g
 rural co

m
m

un
ity 

activism
, I w

as so
m

ew
h

ere d
o

in
g

 so
m

eth
in

g
 w

ith
 th

e Lesb
ian

s!

Lo
o

kin
g

 b
ack o

n
 th

en
 fro

m
 n

o
w

, I can
’t b

elieve I squeezed
 so

 

m
uch

 activity in
to

 every d
ay an

d
 still g

o
t en

o
ug

h
 sleep

. O
ur ch

ild
 

p
o

p
ulatio

n
 co

n
tin

ued
 to

 in
crease. T

h
ere w

ere fo
ster ch

ild
ren

, 

“stray” kid
s w

h
o

se m
o

m
s w

ere n
o

t ab
le to

 care fo
r th

em
 rig

h
t 

th
en

, an
d

 so
m

etim
es th

e m
o

m
s stayed

 w
ith

 us, to
o

. O
ur b

y n
o

w
 

five adopted children grew
 up w

ith the understanding that fam
ilies 

com
e in m

any diff
erent arrangem

ents and configurations, that 
Lesb

ian
/g

ay o
rien

tatio
n

 is just a reg
ular w

ay fo
r so

m
e p

eo
p

le to
 

b
e, an

d
 th

at fem
in

ist values an
d

 p
ractices w

ere w
h

at w
e sh

o
uld

 

asp
ire fo

r in
 life.

W
holesom

e, organic child
ren raised

 at B
elly A

cres (l to r): S
cott, A

nand
a (top), 

J’aim
e, D

avid
, Jessie (fro

nt).

Photo courtesy of Merril Mushroom
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in
 w

h
ich

 th
e w

o
m

en
 in

fo
rm

ed
 th

e m
en

 still livin
g

 th
ere th

at th
ey 

w
an

ted
 th

e m
en

 to
 vacate an

d
 th

e lan
d

 to
 b

eco
m

e a w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

 

co
m

m
un

ity. It w
as a h

arsh
, co

n
ten

tio
us m

eetin
g

 th
at w

en
t o

n
 all 

d
ay, w

ith
 w

o
m

en
’s an

g
er erup

tin
g

 frequen
tly. D

ian
a kep

t h
o

p
in

g
 

th
e co

m
m

un
ity w

o
uld

 w
o

rk it o
ut am

o
n

g
 th

em
selves, b

ut in
 th

e 

en
d

, sh
e h

ad
 to

 d
ecid

e b
ecause th

e lan
d

 w
as still in

 h
er n

am
e. 

(E
arlier, th

e S
assafras co

m
m

un
ity h

ad
 tried

 un
successfully to

 g
et 

th
e lan

d
 in

to
 a lan

d
 trust.) D

ian
a w

as quite a b
it o

ld
er th

an
 th

e 

others, so this w
as not her first turn at politics. Several tim

es, she 
tried

 in
 vain

 to
 w

arn
 w

o
m

en
, “B

e careful! H
o

w
 yo

u treat th
e m

en
 

to
d

ay is h
o

w
 yo

u’ll treat each
 o

th
er to

m
o

rro
w

.” U
n

fo
rtun

ately, 

th
is turn

ed
 o

ut to
 b

e all to
o

 true.

M
en

 left an
d

 w
o

m
en

 to
o

k o
ver th

e lan
d

. T
h

e o
n

ly excep
tio

n
 

w
as that the land above the bluff

s w
as deeded to a young couple 

w
h

o
m

 th
e w

o
m

en
 reg

ard
ed

 as w
o

rkin
g

 class an
d

 th
erefo

re w
o

rth
y. 

W
o

m
en

 settled
 in

to
 tw

o
 co

llectives, th
e B

lue C
reek Trib

e b
ased

 

in
 an

d
 aro

un
d

 th
e m

ain
 h

o
use (th

e o
rig

in
al o

ld
 farm

 h
o

use) an
d

 

Lesperadoes living in a hippie-built house low
er dow

n on the land.
D

ian
a w

en
t to

 O
reg

o
n

 w
ith

 h
er g

irlfrien
d

 an
d

 w
as g

o
n

e fo
r 

m
o

re th
an

 a m
o

n
th

. B
y th

e tim
e sh

e cam
e b

ack, th
e tw

o
 co

llectives 

w
ere at w

ar w
ith

 each
 o

th
er, an

d
 b

o
th

 co
m

p
lain

ed
 an

g
rily to

 h
er 

ab
o

ut th
e o

th
er, tryin

g
 to

 en
list h

er h
elp

. It g
o

t so
 b

ad
 th

at w
h

en
 

w
o

m
en

 fro
m

 th
e O

zark W
o

m
en

’s Lan
d

 Trust h
eard

 ab
o

ut it, th
ey 

left th
eir m

eetin
g

, g
o

t in
 th

eir trucks an
d

 cars, an
d

 d
ro

ve d
o

w
n

 

fro
m

 M
isso

uri to
 m

ed
iate a settlem

en
t, sayin

g
 th

at, “T
h

is kin
d

 

o
f b

eh
avio

r th
reaten

s w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

 everyw
h

ere an
d

 w
o

n
’t b

e 

to
lerated

.” A
n

 un
easy truce en

sued
, an

d
 b

y th
e n

ext w
eek, th

ey 

w
ere all p

lan
n

in
g

 a T
h

an
ksg

ivin
g

 d
in

n
er to

g
eth

er.

M
ean

w
h

ile, in
 19

75, B
rae H

o
d

g
kin

 an
d

 h
er g

irlfrien
d

 B
ro

d
ie 

m
o

ved
 to

 Leslie, A
rkan

sas, an
d

 later w
ere jo

in
ed

 b
y th

eir frien
d

s 

D
usty an

d
 A

urelia, an
o

th
er co

up
le. T

h
e lan

d
 n

ear Leslie w
as a 

forty-acre parcel purchased by an older couple nam
ed Cappy and 

Jo
an

, w
h

o
 h

ad
 m

et in
 d

ivo
rce co

urt in
 S

tate Farm
, P

en
n

sylvan
ia, 

an
d

 m
o

ved
 to

 th
e d

yke co
m

m
un

ity in
 Tucso

n
. T

h
e A

rkan
sas lan

d
 

A
R

K
A

N
S

A
S

 L
A

N
D

 A
N

D
 T

H
E

 L
E

G
A

C
Y

 
O

F
 S

A
S

S
A

F
R

A
S

M
e
r
r
il M

u
s
h
r
o
o
m

From
 interview

s w
ith D

iana R
ivers and B

rae H
odgkin

1

I
n

 19
72, D

ian
a R

ivers, an
 artist an

d
 p

o
litical activist fro

m
 S

to
n

y 

P
o

in
t, N

ew
 Yo

rk, m
o

ved
 to

 A
rkan

sas w
ith

 h
er th

en
 b

o
yfrien

d
. 

Lan
d

 
in

 
A

rkan
sas 

w
as 

in
exp

en
sive, 

rem
o

te, 
un

sp
o

iled
, 

an
d

 

b
eautiful. T

h
e to

w
n

s o
f Fayetteville an

d
 E

ureka S
p

rin
g

s d
rew

 

young 
people 

w
ho 

w
ere 

involved 
in 

the 
back-to-the-land, 

co
un

terculture, h
ip

p
ie m

o
vem

en
ts o

f th
e 19

70s. D
ian

a b
o

ug
h

t 

500 acres o
f lan

d
 in

 N
ew

to
n

 C
o

un
ty an

d
 estab

lish
ed

 a p
rim

arily 

h
etero

sexual co
m

m
un

ity o
f w

o
m

en
 an

d
 m

en
 called

 S
assafras. T

h
e 

lan
d

 w
as m

o
un

tain
o

us an
d

 rug
g

ed
, h

ad
 n

o
 electricity o

r run
n

in
g

 

w
ater, an

d
 th

e d
rivew

ay w
as o

ver a m
ile lo

n
g

.

O
ver th

e n
ext few

 years, th
e w

ave o
f fem

in
ism

 w
ash

ed
 in

to
 

N
o

rth
w

est 
A

rkan
sas, 

an
d

 
th

e 
w

o
m

en
 

at 
S

assafras 
b

ecam
e 

in
creasin

g
ly an

g
ry as th

ey b
ecam

e b
etter in

fo
rm

ed
 ab

o
ut th

e 

oppression of w
om

en. G
row

ing dissatisfied w
ith their restrictive 

relatio
n

sh
ip

s w
ith

 m
en

, th
ey b

eg
an

 turn
in

g
 to

 each
 o

th
er fo

r lo
ve 

an
d

 sup
p

o
rt. T

h
ey b

ecam
e fem

in
ist, th

en
 Lesb

ian
, th

en
 sep

aratist. 

M
an

y o
f th

e w
o

m
en

 n
o

 lo
n

g
er w

an
ted

 to
 live w

ith
 m

en
.

D
ue to

 th
e d

eath
 o

f h
er so

n
, D

ian
a h

ad
 to

 leave fo
r a w

h
ile. 

W
h

en
 sh

e return
ed

, sh
e w

as sum
m

o
n

ed
 to

 a m
eetin

g
 b

y th
e 

w
o

m
en

 o
f th

e lan
d

. T
h

ey w
an

ted
 S

assafras to
 b

eco
m

e a w
o

m
en

’s 

lan
d

, an
d

 th
ey w

an
ted

 h
er h

elp
 in

 m
akin

g
 it h

ap
p

en
. In

 sp
ite o

f 

still b
ein

g
 in

 p
ain

 fro
m

 h
er so

n
’s d

eath
, sh

e ag
reed

 to
 th

eir p
lan

 

w
ith

 so
m

e reservatio
n

s. S
o

o
n

 a m
eetin

g
 at S

assafras w
as called

 

1  R
o

se N
o

rm
an

 in
terview

ed
 D

ian
a R

ivers at W
o

m
o

n
w

rites o
n

 M
ay 24, 2012. 

R
o

se N
o

rm
an

 in
terview

ed
 B

rae H
o

d
g

kin
 at W

o
m

o
n

w
rites o

n
 O

cto
b

er 15, 2011, 
an

d
 M

ay 24, 2014.
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th
at w

ere o
p

en
 fo

r w
o

m
en

 to
 resid

e. T
h

ere w
as a w

o
m

en
’s g

ym
, a 

w
o

m
en

’s café, an
d

 an
 active p

o
litical co

m
m

un
ity. W

o
m

en
 set up

 

altern
ative co

m
m

erce co
n

n
ectio

n
s in

 o
rd

er to
 d

o
 b

usin
ess o

n
ly 

w
ith

 w
o

m
en

. In
 typ

ical Lesb
ian

 fash
io

n
, m

an
y, m

an
y m

eetin
g

s 

to
o

k p
lace aro

un
d

 issues h
avin

g
 to

 d
o

 w
ith

 racism
, classism

, 

sp
irituality, an

d
 co

o
p

erative co
llective structure. T

h
ere also

 w
ere 

a few
 “o

p
en

 lan
d

” co
m

m
un

ities in
 M

isso
uri n

earb
y, an

d
 resid

en
ts 

o
f S

assafras o
ften

 in
teracted

 w
ith

 Lesb
ian

 w
o

m
en

 fro
m

 D
rag

o
n

 in
 

A
va, M

isso
uri, w

h
ich

 th
ey co

n
sid

ered
 th

eir sister co
m

m
un

ity (see 

p
p

. 25, 108 an
d

 130 fo
r M

isso
uri w

o
m

en
’s lan

d
 sto

ries).

To
w

ard
 th

e en
d

 o
f th

e 19
70s, th

in
g

s b
eg

an
 to

 fall ap
art. T

h
ere 

w
as a g

reat d
eal o

f frictio
n

 aro
un

d
 issues o

f sexuality, race, an
d

 

class, b
o

th
 o

n
 th

e lan
d

 an
d

 in
 to

w
n

, w
h

ere w
o

m
en

 w
ere tryin

g
 to

 

create a “w
im

m
in-centric” econom

y. There w
ere struggles around 

p
o

litical 
co

rrectn
ess, 

w
ith

 
h

o
urs 

o
f 

p
ro

cessin
g

, 
an

d
 

d
isp

utes 

reg
ard

in
g

 th
e sup

p
o

sed
 altern

ative co
m

m
erce m

eth
o

d
.

B
rae w

as p
art o

f th
e w

o
m

en
’s truckin

g
 co

llective, w
h

ich
 w

o
rked

 

w
ell fo

r a w
h

ile, un
til so

m
e o

f th
e Lesb

ian
s w

en
t b

ack to
 b

ein
g

 

straig
h

t an
d

 w
an

ted
 to

 let m
en

 b
e p

art o
f th

e truckin
g

 co
llective. 

S
h

e sees th
is tim

e as a steep
 learn

in
g

 curve, “creatin
g

 o
ur d

yke 

culture—
alb

eit d
o

in
g

 it o
n

 stero
id

s, so
 to

 sp
eak.” T

h
e w

o
m

en
 

talked
 a lo

t ab
o

ut an
g

er an
d

 allo
w

in
g

 w
o

m
en

 to
 b

e an
g

ry w
ith

o
ut 

b
ein

g
 stig

m
atized

. B
rae o

b
served

 th
at “th

ere w
ere m

an
y w

o
m

en
 

in
 th

e co
m

m
un

ity fro
m

 d
iverse b

ackg
ro

un
d

s an
d

 life exp
erien

ces, 

so
m

e o
f w

h
o

m
 w

ere just b
eg

in
n

in
g

 to
 learn

 th
eir vo

ice an
d

 exp
ress 

it in
 an

 en
viro

n
m

en
t w

h
ere th

ey w
ere sud

d
en

ly w
elco

m
ed

 o
r n

o
t.”

W
h

en
 th

e Lesb
ian

 sep
aratists tried

 to
 d

eal w
ith

 issues, m
atters 

g
o

t even
 w

o
rse. It seem

ed
 th

at as lo
n

g
 as it w

as “us ag
ain

st 

th
em

,” Lesb
ian

s co
uld

 m
ain

tain
 a un

ited
 fro

n
t, b

ut w
h

en
 th

ere 

w
ere d

ivisio
n

s fro
m

 w
ith

in
, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 D
ian

a, th
ere w

ere “lo
ts o

f 

horrific m
eetings” w

ith w
om

en, suddenly em
pow

ered, expressing 
an

g
er b

ased
 o

n
 o

p
p

ressio
n

 b
ut tw

isted
 b

y p
erso

n
al sh

o
rtco

m
in

g
s, 

lead
in

g
 to

 m
an

ip
ulatio

n
, accusatio

n
s, g

uilt, an
d

 b
lam

in
g

 rath
er 

th
an

 b
eh

avin
g

 like fem
in

ists. A
s th

e p
rim

ary lan
d

o
w

n
er, D

ian
a 

w
as to

 b
e th

eir retirem
en

t farm
. T

h
ey n

am
ed

 it E
lg

g
urts, “strug

g
le” 

sp
elled

 b
ackw

ard
s, sayin

g
 “w

e strug
g

le b
ackw

ard
s.” T

h
ey in

vited
 

o
th

er Lesb
ian

s fro
m

 th
e Tucso

n
 co

m
m

un
ity to

 m
o

ve to
 th

e lan
d

 

an
d

 b
uild

 h
o

uses.

A
s d

ykes are kn
o

w
n

 to
 d

o
, A

urelia an
d

 B
ro

d
ie g

o
t to

g
eth

er, 

w
h

ile B
rae an

d
 D

usty, d
ro

w
n

in
g

 in
 th

eir tears, d
eterm

in
ed

 to
 

g
et o

ut o
f to

w
n

 fast. T
h

ey d
ecid

ed
 to

 h
itch

h
ike to

g
eth

er to
 th

e 

M
ich

ig
an

 Festival, even
 th

o
ug

h
 th

ey h
ad

 n
o

 cam
p

in
g

 g
ear. S

h
o

rtly 

b
efo

re leavin
g

 fo
r M

ich
Fest, B

rae saw
 a n

o
tice ab

o
ut S

assafras 

posted at a hippie co-op store in Leslie, announcing the form
ation 

of a w
om

en-only collective. W
hen they got to M

ichigan, Brae 
m

et w
o

m
en

 fro
m

 B
lue C

reek Trib
e w

h
o

 in
vited

 h
er to

 co
m

e live 

at S
assafras. S

h
e to

o
k up

 resid
en

ce in
 th

e p
o

ttery sh
ed

 n
ear th

e 

m
ain

 h
o

use.

S
assafras w

as d
escrib

ed
 as “o

p
en

 w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

,” w
h

ich
 m

ean
t 

th
at all w

o
m

en
 w

ere w
elco

m
e th

ere. T
h

ey co
uld

 just sh
o

w
 up

 an
d

 

b
e p

art o
f it. T

h
e id

ea o
f o

p
en

 w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

 evo
lved

 fro
m

 w
o

m
en

 

in
 th

e h
ip

p
ie m

o
vem

en
t b

eco
m

in
g

 rad
icalized

 an
d

 realizin
g

 th
at 

th
ere w

as m
o

re to
 life th

an
 raisin

g
 ch

ild
ren

 an
d

 w
o

rkin
g

 in
 th

e 

kitch
en

. It w
as an

 o
ld

 sto
ry th

at o
n

 th
e h

ip
p

ie co
m

m
un

es, m
en

 

w
orked in the fields and stayed outdoors w

hile w
om

en w
ere 

releg
ated

 to
 th

e kitch
en

 an
d

 w
aited

 o
n

 th
e m

en
 w

h
en

 th
ey cam

e 

in. M
any w

om
en w

ere dissatisfied w
ith this arrangem

ent, and their 
n

ew
 fem

in
ist id

eas em
p

o
w

ered
 th

em
 to

 m
ake ch

an
g

es. T
h

e id
ea o

f 

sep
aratism

 w
as a lo

g
ical exten

sio
n

, as th
e p

en
d

ulum
 h

ad
 to

 sw
in

g
 

to
 th

e o
th

er sid
e b

efo
re it co

uld
 co

m
e b

ack to
 th

e m
id

d
le ag

ain
. 

O
p

en
 w

o
m

en
’s lan

d
 also

 p
ro

vid
ed

 a restin
g

 p
lace fo

r travelin
g

 

Lesb
ian

s w
h

o
 n

eed
ed

 sp
ace w

h
ere th

ey co
uld

 feel w
elco

m
e, as 

early h
ip

p
ie co

m
m

un
es o

ften
 co

uld
 b

e quite lesb
o

p
h

o
b

ic.

T
he w

om
en’s com

m
unity in the tow

n of Fayetteville w
as very w

ell 

organized
, and

 the w
om

en in tow
n w

ere supportive o
f the w

o
m

en
 

at S
assafras. T

here w
as the O

zark W
om

en’s Trucking C
o

llective, 

a food co-op, a children’s house w
here children of Lesbians could 

stay, and
 m

any w
om

en in the com
m

unity o
w

ned
 o

r ren
ted

 h
o

uses 
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fo
r so

m
e years, th

e tw
o

 rem
ain

in
g

 m
em

b
ers d

eed
ed

 400 acres to
 

the A
rco Iris nonprofit corporation. 4

In
 19

80, a n
um

b
er o

f w
o

m
en

, in
clud

in
g

 so
m

e w
h

o
 h

ad
 left 

S
assafras, b

eg
an

 m
eetin

g
 to

 d
iscuss fo

rm
in

g
 a n

ew
 w

o
m

en
’s lan

d
 

co
m

m
un

ity. T
h

e p
h

o
en

ix w
h

ich
 ro

se fro
m

 th
ese ash

es w
as called

 

th
e O

zark Lan
d

 H
o

ld
in

g
 A

sso
ciatio

n
 (O

LH
A

). A
b

o
ut tw

en
ty w

o
m

en
 

p
urch

ased
 

240 
acres 

n
ear 

Fayetteville, 
an

d
 

th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity 

co
n

tin
ues to

 th
is d

ay. 5

O
LH

A
 w

as an
d

 is “th
e leg

acy o
f S

assafras,” an
d

 m
uch

 o
f th

e 

w
o

rkin
g

 structure w
as d

evelo
p

ed
 as a result o

f th
e S

assafras 

4  S
h

in
er C

ard
o

zo
 an

d
 D

ian
a R

ivers w
ere th

e o
n

ly p
eo

p
le w

h
o

se n
am

es rem
ain

ed
 

o
n

 th
e d

eed
 to

 th
e S

assafras lan
d

 th
at h

ad
 n

o
t b

een
 d

eed
ed

 to
 o

th
ers. D

ian
a an

d
 

h
er life p

artn
er P

ath
 W

alker retain
ed

 a life estate in
 ten

 acres o
f th

e 400 acres 
d

eed
ed

 to
 A

rco
 Iris.

5  Lee Lan
n

in
g

 an
d

 N
ett H

art in
terview

ed
 O

LH
A

 w
o

m
en

 fo
r L

e
s
b

ia
n

 L
a

n
d

 (ed
. 

Jo
yce C

h
en

ey, 19
85), w

h
ere it is called

 “M
aud

’s Lan
d

.” S
assafras, A

rco
 Iris, O

LH
A

, 
an

d
 o

th
er w

o
m

en
’s lan

d
s in

 A
rkan

sas are d
escrib

ed
 in

 A
llyn

 Lo
rd

 an
d

 A
n

n
a M

. 
Z

ajicek, “W
o

m
en

’s Lan
d

 G
ro

up
s (early 19

70s–2000),” in
 T

h
e

 H
is

to
ry

 o
f th

e
 C

o
n

-

te
m

p
o

ra
ry

 G
ra

s
s
ro

o
ts

 W
o

m
e

n
’s

 M
o

v
e

m
e

n
t in

 N
o

rth
w

e
s
t A

rk
a

n
s
a

s
, 1

9
7

0
–

2
0

0
0

, p
p

. 
33–36

. Fayetteville, A
R

: U
n

iversity o
f A

rkan
sas P

ress, 2000. (75p).

S
tone w

all insid
e D

iana R
ivers’ house at O

LH
A

. T
he stones for the w

all 
and floor w

ere carried by w
om

yn’s hands only, and set by D
iana.

Photo courtesy of Merril Mushroom

b
ecam

e th
e targ

et fo
r m

uch
 o

f th
e an

g
er. S

h
e saw

 th
e situatio

n
 at 

Sassafras continuing to deteriorate as they failed to find com
m

on 
ground around diff

erences of politics, culture, ethnicity, and class. 
A

rg
um

en
ts ab

o
ut resid

en
cy an

d
 use o

f th
e lan

d
 d

eterio
rated

 in
 

o
n

e case to
 th

e p
o

in
t o

f litig
atio

n
 in

 th
e lo

cal co
urt.

By the late 1970s, only a few
 full-tim

e residents rem
ained at 

S
assafras, w

ith
 m

o
st o

f th
e w

im
m

in
 travelin

g
 to

 to
w

n
 fo

r p
aych

eck 

jo
b

s. In
 an

 attem
p

t to
 b

rin
g

 m
o

re w
im

m
in

 b
ack to

 th
e lan

d
 full 

tim
e, a crafts co

llective w
as fo

rm
ed

 b
y B

rae, D
ian

a, H
o

n
est, 

an
d

 C
ed

ar, w
ith

 th
e in

ten
tio

n
 o

f p
o

o
lin

g
 in

co
m

e fro
m

 m
akin

g
 an

d
 

selling T-shirts, cards, candles, bronze and copper jew
elry, 

a
n

d
 

o
th

er 
craft 

item
s. T

h
e 

crafts 
co

llective 
w

as 
called

 W
ild

 

M
ag

n
o

lia. Ten
sio

n
s b

etw
een

 th
e w

o
m

en
 at S

assafras co
n

tin
ued

 

to increase significantly.
T

h
ere w

ere n
o

 w
o

m
en

 o
f co

lo
r o

n
 th

e lan
d

 at th
at tim

e, an
d

 

Caucasian w
om

en w
ere guilt-ridden over this fact, so they w

ent 
seekin

g
 w

o
m

en
 o

f co
lo

r fro
m

 th
e area. In

 19
79

, 2 a p
o

rtio
n

 o
f th

e 

land w
as deeded to a group identifying as w

orking-class w
om

en 
o

f co
lo

r. T
h

ey called
 it R

ain
b

o
w

 Lan
d

, estab
lish

ed
 a b

o
ard

 o
f 

d
irecto

rs, an
d

 fo
rm

ed
 a co

rp
o

ratio
n

, A
rco

 Iris, In
c. [see p

. 43 A
rco

 

Iris]. T
h

e p
o

litical situatio
n

 co
n

tin
ued

 to
 w

o
rsen

 at S
assafras, un

til 

tensions becam
e overw

helm
ing, and finally the W

ild M
agnolia 

w
o

m
en

 left th
e lan

d
. 3 In

 2000, after th
e lan

d
 h

ad
 b

een
 ab

an
d

o
n

ed
 

2  T
h

e w
o

m
en

 o
f co

lo
r actually m

o
ved

 o
n

to
 th

e lan
d

 in
 ab

o
ut 19

77, an
d

 th
e lan

d
 

w
as d

eed
ed

 to
 th

em
 in

 19
79

. T
h

e year 19
79

 co
m

es fro
m

 th
e o

n
lin

e E
n

c
y

c
lo

p
e

-

d
ia

 o
f A

rk
a

n
s

a
s

 H
is

to
ry

 a
n

d
 C

u
ltu

re
, “W

o
m

en
’s In

ten
tio

n
al C

o
m

m
u

n
ities aka: 

W
o

m
e

n
’s 

L
an

d
 

C
o

m
m

u
n

itie
s,” 

h
ttp

://w
w

w
.e

n
cyclo

p
e

d
iao

farkan
sas.n

e
t/

e
n

cyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID
=6513, w

h
ich

 says th
at b

efo
re 19

79
, “Fo

r 
a sh

o
rt tim

e, th
e w

o
m

en
’s lan

d
 w

as o
p

erated
 b

y tw
o

 co
llectives, th

e B
lue C

reek 
Trib

e an
d

 th
e Lesp

erad
o

s.”

3  A
t the end of her self-published book about her tim

e on w
om

yn of color land in 
N

o
rth

ern
 C

alifo
rn

ia, T
h

e
 L

a
 L

u
z

 J
o

u
rn

a
l (19

80), Juan
a M

aria P
az d

escrib
es m

o
vin

g
 

to
 Fayetteville, A

rkan
sas, in

 th
e fall o

f 19
79

, w
h

en
 “th

e co
llective [at S

assafras] 
h

ad
 just sp

lit up
” (78). S

h
e d

escrib
es th

e tim
e sh

e sp
en

t livin
g

 at R
ain

b
o

w
 Lan

d
 

(n
o

w
 R

an
ch

o
 A

rco
 Iris) th

at w
in

ter: “M
y trib

al fan
tasies w

ere fueled
 b

y th
e exis-

tence of another w
om

yn-of-color land though I w
as heartily disappointed to find 

it em
p

ty.” R
esid

en
ts w

ere o
n

 a trip
 to

 Texas.
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A
R

C
O

 IR
IS

, R
A

IN
B

O
W

 L
A

N
D

: 
T

H
E

 V
IS

IO
N

 O
F

 M
A

R
IA

 C
H

R
IS

T
IN

A
 M

O
R

O
L

E
S

Á
g
u

ila

M
a

ria
 C

h
ris

tin
a

 M
o

ro
le

s
 (b

. 1
9

5
3

), k
n

o
w

n
 a

s
 S

u
n

 H
a

w
k

, re
c

e
n

tly
 

g
ra

d
u

a
te

d
 to

 Á
g

u
ila

 (E
a

g
le

). Á
g

u
ila

 fo
u

n
d

e
d

 a
n

d
 h

a
s
 liv

e
d

 o
n

 th
e

 

b
e

a
u

tifu
l, ru

g
g

e
d

, m
o

u
n

ta
in

o
u

s
 la

n
d

 th
a

t is
 c

a
lle

d
 R

a
n

c
h

o
 A

rc
o

 Iris
 

fo
r n

e
a

rly
 fo

rty
 y

e
a

rs
. In

 O
c

to
b

e
r 2

0
1

4
, s

h
e

 to
ld

 h
e

r s
to

ry
 to

 R
o

s
e

 

N
o

rm
a

n
, w

h
o

 h
e

lp
e

d
 c

o
n

d
e

n
s
e

 th
a

t lo
n

g
 in

te
rv

ie
w

 fo
r th

is
 s

p
e

c
ia

l 

is
s
u

e
.

In the B
eginning

I cam
e to

 th
is m

o
un

tain
 b

ecause o
f a visio

n
 th

at b
eg

an
 as a 

recurrin
g

 d
ream

 th
at started

 w
h

en
 I w

as just a teen
ag

er. S
everal 

trag
ed

ies o
ccurred

 d
urin

g
 m

y teen
s: I w

as rap
ed

 w
h

en
 I w

as tw
elve 

years o
ld

, an
d

 g
ave b

irth
 w

h
en

 I w
as th

irteen
. I g

ave th
e b

ab
y up

 

fo
r ad

o
p

tio
n

. A
lso

 at ag
e 13, I w

as b
rutally b

eaten
, an

d
 I w

itn
essed

 

a frien
d

’s m
urd

er. W
h

en
 I w

as aro
un

d
 seven

teen
, I ag

ain
 b

ecam
e 

p
reg

n
an

t after b
ein

g
 rap

ed
, an

d
 m

y b
ro

th
er w

as m
urd

ered
. T

h
e 

d
ream

 started
 w

h
ile I w

as livin
g

 o
n

 th
e streets o

f D
allas after b

ein
g

 

estran
g

ed
 fro

m
 m

y trad
itio

n
al M

exican
 In

d
ian

 fam
ily, w

h
o

 lived
 in

 

a barrio there. The dream
 w

ould often w
ake m

e, and at first, it w
as 

very frig
h

ten
in

g
. In

 th
is d

ream
, I w

as o
n

 a m
o

un
tain

to
p

, stan
d

in
g

 

alo
n

e, lo
o

kin
g

 d
o

w
n

 in
to

 a valley. T
h

e valley w
as like a city, b

ut 

th
e city w

as in
 a w

ar; I co
uld

 h
ear sh

o
o

tin
g

, b
o

m
b

s exp
lo

d
in

g
, an

d
 

p
eo

p
le cryin

g
 o

ut. It w
as a terrib

le scen
e, an

d
 I felt sad

d
en

ed
 b

y it, 

b
ut I felt safe w

h
ere I sto

o
d

.

I began to dream
 of leaving the city and finding that m

ountain. 
W

h
en

 I w
as ab

o
ut n

in
eteen

, I h
itch

h
iked

 to
 A

ustin
, an

d
 h

un
g

 o
ut 

o
n

 G
uad

alup
e S

treet, w
h

ere th
ere w

as a b
ig

 street fair. It rain
ed

 

all w
eeken

d
, an

d
 I g

o
t p

retty sick. A
 yo

un
g

 co
up

le, w
h

o
 frequen

tly 

to
o

k san
d

w
ich

es to
 th

e h
o

m
eless, to

o
k m

e in
. It w

as th
ey w

h
o

 

to
ld

 m
e ab

o
ut th

is in
cred

ib
ly b

eautiful m
o

un
tain

: “T
h

ere’s a 

exp
erien

ce, esp
ecially th

e use o
f co

n
tracts, w

h
ich

 “keep
 it clear 

and clean.” O
LH

A
 established bylaw

s and runs by a consensus-
m

inus-one process. D
ecisions are based on “triangle of interest”—

how
 any decision w

ill aff
ect the individual, the com

m
unity, and 

th
e lan

d
. O

LH
A

 is co
n

sid
ered

 Lesb
ian

 lan
d

 b
ut n

o
t sep

aratist. 

M
o

st o
f th

e w
o

m
en

 h
ave m

en
 in

 th
eir lives, b

ut th
e p

resen
ce o

f 

m
en

 is restricted
 an

d
 sub

jected
 to

 m
em

b
er ap

p
ro

val 6. H
o

usin
g

 

an
d

 acco
m

m
o

d
atio

n
s h

ave evo
lved

 as m
em

b
ers ag

e an
d

 th
eir 

n
eed

s ch
an

g
e. S

o
m

e live o
n

 th
e lan

d
, so

m
e h

ave a sp
ace o

n
 th

e 

lan
d

 b
ut live elsew

h
ere, an

d
 so

m
e live in

 to
w

n
 (Fayetteville). 

O
LH

A
 currently has about fifteen m

em
bers. M

em
bership cost is 

b
ased

 o
n

 each
 w

o
m

an
’s sh

are o
f th

e lan
d

 p
aym

en
t. N

ew
 m

em
b

ers 

m
ust b

e ap
p

ro
ved

 b
y th

e curren
t m

em
b

ers an
d

 can
 b

uy in
 o

n
ly if 

an
o

th
er m

em
b

er w
an

ts to
 sell.

D
ian

a is a resid
en

t at O
LH

A
, w

h
ile B

rae lives o
n

 th
e N

o
rth

 Fo
rty, 

Lesb
ian

 lan
d

 in
 N

o
rth

 C
en

tral Flo
rid

a [see sto
ry, p

. 19
].

6 G
roups define separatism

 in diff
erent w

ays. Som
e Landykes w

ould consider 
th

e O
LH

A
 p

o
licy “sep

aratist.” S
o

m
e g

ro
up

s w
h

o
 are reg

ard
ed

 b
y o

th
ers as sep

a-
ratist, d

o
 n

o
t reg

ard
 th

em
selves as sep

aratist.
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h
eartb

ro
ken

. N
o

w
 I see yo

u ag
ain

, an
d

 I b
elieve yo

u d
o

 b
elo

n
g

 

h
ere.” W

e talked
, an

d
 I to

ld
 h

er m
y co

n
cern

s an
d

 m
y sad

n
ess. S

h
e 

to
ld

 m
e th

at th
ere w

as lan
d

 o
n

 th
e o

th
er sid

e o
f th

e creek fro
m

 

S
assafras, lan

d
 th

at b
elo

n
g

ed
 to

 S
assafras, an

d
 m

ayb
e w

e co
uld

 

live th
ere, aw

ay fro
m

 th
is co

m
m

un
ity. S

h
e to

ld
 m

e h
o

w
 to

 g
et 

th
ere, an

d
 w

e d
ecid

ed
 to

 take th
at w

alk. It w
as a lo

n
g

 jo
urn

ey, an
d

 

I had a four-year-old w
ith m

e, but I w
as determ

ined. A
rriving at 

th
e o

th
er sid

e, I felt m
y h

eart o
p

en
in

g
 ag

ain
. M

ayb
e th

is w
a

s
 th

e 

p
lace. T

h
ere w

as n
o

th
in

g
 th

ere, b
ut th

ere w
as p

eace. I left w
ith

 a 

p
o

ssib
ility o

f w
h

at w
e co

uld
 d

o
.

M
y D

eath and R
ebirth

B
ack in

 Fayetteville, an
 ep

id
em

ic o
f co

n
tag

io
us h

ep
atitis w

as 

sw
eeping through our com

m
unity like w

ildfire. Every w
om

an in 
th

e truckin
g

1 co
m

m
un

ity g
o

t it, in
clud

in
g

 m
e. I b

eg
g

ed
 S

h
in

er n
o

t 

to
 take m

e to
 S

assafras fo
r h

ealin
g

, b
ut sh

e cam
e h

o
m

e o
n

e d
ay to

 

find m
e passed out on the floor, burning w

ith fever, leaving m
e no 

ch
o

ice in
 th

e m
atter. W

h
en

 I w
o

ke up
, I fo

un
d

 m
yself in

 th
e m

ain
 

h
o

use at S
assafras, w

h
ere B

erry w
as carin

g
 fo

r m
e. T

h
e w

o
m

en
 

o
f S

assafras, th
in

kin
g

 I w
as d

yin
g

, w
ere d

rum
m

in
g

 an
d

 ch
an

tin
g

 

o
utsid

e th
e b

uild
in

g
. In

d
eed

, alth
o

ug
h

 B
erry p

ro
vid

ed
 th

e b
est 

care sh
e co

uld
, th

e illn
ess o

vercam
e m

e, an
d

 I d
ied

. B
erry w

en
t 

o
utsid

e to
 tell th

e w
o

m
en

 I w
as d

ead
, an

d
 th

ey b
eg

an
 cryin

g
 an

d
 

w
ailin

g
. T

h
en

 sh
e w

en
t b

ack in
 th

e b
uild

in
g

 an
d

 sat alo
n

e w
ith

 m
y 

b
o

d
y. W

h
ile m

o
urn

in
g

 o
ver m

e, sh
e said

 th
at all o

f a sud
d

en
 I to

o
k 

a d
eep

 b
reath

, an
d

 a w
h

ite lig
h

t sh
o

n
e all aro

un
d

 m
y b

o
d

y.

D
urin

g
 m

y d
eath

, I h
ad

 a p
ro

fo
un

d
 visio

n
. I w

as to
ld

 b
y a sain

tly 

lo
o

kin
g

 yo
un

g
 In

d
ian

 w
o

m
an

 w
ith

 b
raid

s, a w
o

m
an

 th
at I n

am
ed

 

S
an

ta M
aria, th

at I w
asn

’t g
o

in
g

 to
 d

ie, I w
as just restin

g
. W

h
en

 I 

aw
o

ke, I w
as to

 start m
y life an

ew
. S

h
e g

ave m
e m

y life’s p
urp

o
se, 

1  O
zark W

om
en’s Trucking Collective w

as an all-Lesbian trucking collective for 
O

zark Fo
o

d
 C

o
o

p
 W

areh
o

u
se, b

ased
 in

 Fayetteville. M
aria, S

h
in

er, an
d

 m
an

y 
S

assafras w
om

en drove long-haul trucks for it as far w
est as N

ew
 M

exico, as far 
east as A

lab
am

a, as far so
u

th
 as N

ew
 O

rlean
s, an

d
 as far n

o
rth

 as W
isco

n
sin

 
(p

ickin
g

 u
p

 ch
eese).

co
m

m
un

ity th
at lives w

ay b
ack in

 th
e m

o
un

tain
s. Yo

u d
o

n
’t h

ave 

to
 p

ay an
yth

in
g

 to
 live th

ere. W
e’re g

o
in

g
 to

 m
o

ve th
ere.”

T
h

at lan
d

 turn
ed

 o
ut to

 b
e S

assafras, ab
o

ut 500 rug
g

ed
, 

m
o

un
tain

o
us acres n

ear Fayetteville, A
rkan

sas. It w
as a h

ip
p

ie 

co
m

m
un

e at th
at tim

e, b
ut later, it w

as claim
ed

 as Lesb
ian

 lan
d

. 

[S
ee “A

rkan
sas Lan

d
 an

d
 th

e Leg
acy o

f S
assafras,” p

. 36
]. I b

eg
an

 

to
 save m

o
n

ey an
d

 to
 p

rep
are m

yself an
d

 m
y fam

ily to
 leave th

e 

city and find m
y safe dream

 m
ountain. The dream

 continued, and 
I kn

ew
 th

at th
is lan

d
 m

ust b
e w

h
ere I sh

o
uld

 g
o

.

M
oving to A

rkansas
W

e m
o

ved
 to

 Fayetteville in
 19

73, w
h

en
 m

y d
aug

h
ter w

as tw
o

. 

Sassafras w
as an hour and a half aw

ay. The first tim
e I drove up to 

th
at m

o
un

tain
, m

y h
eart o

p
en

ed
; I kn

ew
 I w

as h
o

m
e. I h

ad
 n

ever 

seen
 an

yth
in

g
 m

o
re b

eautiful th
an

 th
at b

eautiful d
irt ro

ad
, lin

ed
 

w
ith

 every kin
d

 o
f h

ard
w

o
o

d
 tree. I w

as in
 lo

ve! U
n

fo
rtun

ately, th
e 

S
assafras co

m
m

un
ity rem

in
d

ed
 m

e to
o

 m
uch

 o
f th

e ch
ao

s th
at 

I h
ad

 left b
eh

in
d

 in
 D

allas—
th

ey h
ad

 just b
ro

ug
h

t it o
ut in

to
 th

e 

w
o

o
d

s. T
h

ere w
as an

 ab
un

d
an

ce o
f d

rug
s an

d
 alco

h
o

l, an
d

 p
eo

p
le 

playing Indians and w
itches, trying on all kinds of diff

erent hats. I 
w

as n
o

t in
terested

 o
n

e io
ta in

 th
at, an

d
 I w

en
t b

ack to
 Fayetteville 

to
 cry ab

o
ut it.

A
b

o
ut tw

o
 years later, I g

o
t in

to
 a relatio

n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 a w

o
m

an
, 

a d
ear frien

d
, P

atti C
ard

o
zo

, kn
o

w
n

 as S
h

in
er. S

h
e w

as a m
em

b
er 

o
f th

e co
llective th

at o
w

n
ed

 S
assafras, an

d
 sh

e to
ld

 m
e th

e lan
d

 

h
ad

 ch
an

g
ed

—
it w

as w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

 n
o

w
. A

g
ain

, m
y h

eart o
p

en
ed

, 

an
d

 I th
o

ug
h

t I w
o

uld
 try ag

ain
. S

h
in

er w
asn

’t o
n

 th
e lan

d
 w

h
en

 

w
e w

en
t o

ut. A
n

o
th

er frien
d

, E
sth

er M
artin

ez, w
h

o
 w

as stayin
g

 

w
ith

 us, w
en

t w
ith

 m
e. W

e w
ere g

reeted
 at th

e g
ate b

y a co
up

le 

o
f very h

o
stile Lesb

ian
 w

o
m

en
 w

h
o

 asked
 w

h
o

 w
e w

ere an
d

 w
h

at 

w
e w

an
ted

. I to
ld

 th
em

 w
e w

ere frien
d

s o
f S

h
in

er C
ard

o
zo

, an
d

 

th
at sh

e h
ad

 in
vited

 us to
 co

m
e th

ere. T
h

ey said
, “W

ell, sh
e’s n

o
t 

h
ere.” O

n
ce ag

ain
, I saw

 th
at th

e lan
d

 w
as n

o
t w

elco
m

in
g

 m
e. 

B
ut th

en
 B

erry, a yo
un

g
 n

urse fro
m

 G
erm

an
y, cam

e up
 to

 m
e an

d
 

said, “I w
as here w

hen you cam
e the first tim

e, and I saw
 you leave 
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o
rd

er fo
r us to

 h
ave auto

n
o

m
y an

d
 security in

 th
e kn

o
w

led
g

e th
at 

w
e w

o
uld

 n
o

t ever b
e d

isp
laced

.

T
h

e visio
n

 w
as th

at th
e lan

d
 w

o
uld

 b
e used

 to
 h

eal m
yself an

d
 to

 

provide a sanctuary for w
om

en and children of color. A
t first m

any 
w

o
m

en
 cam

e, w
o

m
en

 o
f co

lo
r w

h
o

 h
ad

 h
eard

 ab
o

ut us th
ro

ug
h

 

diff
erent articles, w

ord of m
outh, and various events. W

e w
ould 

atten
d

 th
e M

ich
ig

an
 W

o
m

yn
’s M

usic Festival, w
h

ere I w
o

uld
 sp

eak 

at a ten
t in

ten
d

ed
 fo

r w
o

m
en

 o
f co

lo
r. W

o
m

en
 w

ere co
m

in
g

, an
d

 

th
ey w

ere all w
o

un
d

ed
. W

e w
ere all so

 w
o

un
d

ed
. It w

as crazy. W
e 

d
id

n
’t h

ave an
y m

o
n

ey, an
d

 I w
as still reco

verin
g

 fro
m

 h
ep

atitis. 

W
e lived

 in
 ten

ts an
d

 teep
ees w

ith
 n

o
 run

n
in

g
 w

ater, survivin
g

 o
n

 

fo
o

d
 stam

p
s.

B
ut th

en
, m

o
re an

d
 m

o
re w

o
m

en
 b

eg
an

 leavin
g

—
w

o
m

en
 w

h
o

 

h
ad

 h
ad

 th
at d

ream
 o

f livin
g

 o
n

 lan
d

, an
d

 escap
in

g
 th

eir traum
as 

an
d

 trag
ed

ies an
d

 th
e m

ad
n

ess o
f th

e city life. B
u

t th
ey h

ad
 

tried
 it an

d
 fo

un
d

 th
at it is n

o
t easy to

 live in
 a w

ild
ern

ess area. 

S
o

m
etim

es w
o

m
en

 w
o

uld
 leave th

eir ch
ild

ren
 b

eh
in

d
, an

d
 I w

o
uld

 

take care o
f th

em
, as I w

as alread
y raisin

g
 m

y little g
irl.

B
ack th

en
, I h

ad
 a little m

o
to

rcycle th
at I w

o
uld

 p
ark at 

Sassafras. Jennifer, then only five years old, and I w
ould hike in our 

sup
p

lies fro
m

 o
n

e m
o

un
tain

, acro
ss a creek, an

d
 up

 o
ur m

o
un

tain
. 

It w
o

uld
 b

e ab
o

ut tw
o

 years b
efo

re w
e saved

 en
o

ug
h

 m
o

n
ey to

 

reb
uild

 o
ur ro

ad
 to

 d
rive in

 so
m

e tim
es o

f th
e year. R

an
ch

o
 A

rco
 Iris 

h
ad

 virtually n
o

 ro
ad

, n
o

 cleared
 lan

d
 to

 sp
eak o

f, n
o

 w
ater, an

d
, o

f 

co
urse, n

o
 electricity. A

b
o

ut a year later, I trad
ed

 m
y m

o
to

rcycle 

in for a little Ford pickup. O
ur three-m

ile-long road w
as a w

ashed-
o

ut, o
ld

 lo
g

g
in

g
 ro

ad
 th

at h
ad

 h
ard

ly b
een

 used
 in

 d
ecad

es. It h
ad

 

trees g
ro

w
in

g
 in

 it an
d

 ruts d
eep

 en
o

ug
h

 to
 lo

se a ch
ild

 in
. W

e o
ften

 

had to w
alk in due to m

ud, snow
, or ice. There w

ere tw
o one-room

 
unfinished cabins on the land that w

e w
orked on so that w

om
en 

co
uld

 stay in
 th

em
. O

n
e h

as g
o

n
e b

ack to
 th

e earth
. T

h
e o

th
er o

n
e 

is n
o

w
 Jen

n
ifer’s cab

in
, w

h
ich

 h
as b

een
 co

m
p

letely reco
n

structed
.

Less th
an

 a year after m
o

vin
g

 o
n

to
 th

e lan
d

, m
y p

artn
er, S

h
in

er, 

w
h

o
 h

ad
 left o

ut o
f fear w

h
en

 sh
e th

o
ug

h
t I w

as d
yin

g
, return

ed
. 

I to
ld

 h
er th

e visio
n

, an
d

 exp
lain

ed
 th

at th
e lan

d
 w

as in
ten

d
ed

 fo
r 

m
y m

issio
n

: th
is lan

d
 w

as to
 b

e a san
ctuary, a safe sp

ace, fo
r 

w
o

m
en

 an
d

 ch
ild

ren
 o

f co
lo

r. W
h

ile th
is is an

 ab
b

reviated
 versio

n
 

o
f th

e visio
n

 it actually co
n

tin
ued

 fo
r several d

ays. I rem
em

b
er 

b
ein

g
 in

 a b
lissful state, w

h
ere I w

asn
’t in

 p
ain

 an
ym

o
re. I felt 

g
o

o
d

; I w
an

ted
 to

 live.

A
fter I reg

ain
ed

 so
m

e stren
g

th
, I felt th

e urg
e to

 g
o

 o
utsid

e. 

B
erry d

ressed
 m

e in
 a b

eautiful w
h

ite caftan
 th

at S
h

in
er h

ad
 left 

as a b
urial ro

b
e fo

r m
e. T

h
ere w

as sn
o

w
 o

n
 th

e g
ro

un
d

, b
ut it w

as 

a clear b
lue d

ay, an
d

 everyth
in

g
 lo

o
ked

 so
 b

rillian
t an

d
 b

eautiful 

to
 m

e. T
h

e yard
 lo

o
ked

 o
ver to

w
ard

 th
e m

o
un

tain
 w

h
ere I live 

n
o

w
. It w

as co
ld

, an
d

 I w
as b

arefo
o

t, yet I felt very w
arm

. B
erry 

p
rep

ared
 a p

allet fo
r m

e o
utsid

e, an
d

 I asked
 to

 b
e left alo

n
e. M

y 

vision continued, and I saw
 three Indians on horseback on the bluff 

acro
ss fro

m
 m

e. T
h

e In
d

ian
 in

 th
e cen

ter w
as w

avin
g

 to
 m

e w
ith

 

a staff, w
aving m

e to com
e. I looked into the sky, and there w

ere 
buzzards flying around above m

e. Then out of the south a haw
k 

cam
e flying north, right dow

n into the center of them
, screeching 

loudly and scaring them
 aw

ay. The m
om

ent it flew
 above m

e and 
in

 fro
n

t o
f th

e sun
, I kn

ew
 m

y m
ed

icin
e n

am
e: S

un
 H

aw
k. I h

ad
 a 

n
ew

 life, an
d

 th
at w

as m
y n

ew
 n

am
e.

The B
irth of A

rco Iris
A

fter I b
ecam

e w
ell en

o
ug

h
, I cam

e o
ver to

 R
ain

b
o

w
 Lan

d
. A

t 

first, it w
as just m

y daughter, Jennifer, and m
e, but later, Esther 

M
artin

ez cam
e. M

em
b

ers o
f th

e S
assafras co

llective w
h

o
 h

ad
 

b
een

 th
ere w

h
en

 I d
ied

 an
d

 cam
e b

ack to
 life w

ere so
 im

p
acted

 b
y 

m
y vision that they decided to give m

e the 120-acre piece of land, 
w

h
ich

 w
e later called

 R
an

ch
o

 A
rco

 Iris. A
lth

o
ug

h
 I d

o
n

’t b
elieve 

in
 o

w
n

in
g

 o
ur M

o
th

er, I p
ut th

e lan
d

 in
 E

sth
er an

d
 m

y n
am

es
 2 in

 

2  A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e o

n
lin

e E
n

c
y

c
lo

p
e

d
ia

 o
f A

rk
a

n
s
a

s
 H

is
to

ry
 a

n
d

 C
u

ltu
re

, th
e lan

d
 

w
as d

eed
ed

 to
 M

aria an
d

 E
sth

er in
 19

79
. S

ee
 “W

o
m

en
’s In

ten
tio

n
al C

o
m

m
un

ities 
aka: W

o
m

en
’s L

an
d

 C
o

m
m

u
n

ities,” h
ttp

://w
w

w
.en

cyclo
p

ed
iao

farkan
sas.n

et/
encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID

=6513. Later, Esther’s nam
e w

as taken 
off

 and replaced by the w
om

an w
ho w

as then M
aria’s life partner and lived there 

tw
enty-eight years, leaving in 2011.
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w
om

en of our existence, the flow
 of w

om
en to the land lessened. 

B
ut w

ith
 M

ario
’s b

irth
, o

u
r lives ch

an
g

ed
, lo

cally. H
e d

rew
 o

ur 

co
m

m
un

ity—
th

is 
B

ib
le 

B
elt 

C
h

ristian
 

co
m

m
un

ity—
to

g
eth

er 

aro
un

d
 us. E

veryo
n

e w
as so

 d
raw

n
 to

 h
im

. A
ll th

e w
h

ite p
eo

p
le, 

w
h

o
 w

o
uld

 h
ave n

ever sp
o

ken
 to

 us b
efo

re, so
m

eh
o

w
 just fell in

 

lo
ve w

ith
 h

im
. “H

e’s a d
an

d
y!” th

ey w
o

uld
 say, ad

o
rin

g
 th

e fat little 

In
d

ian
 b

ab
y in

 a crad
le b

o
ard

. E
veryb

o
d

y w
an

ted
 to

 h
o

ld
 h

im
 an

d
 

to
uch

 h
im

 an
d

 feed
 h

im
. O

f co
urse, o

ur b
o

ys g
ro

w
 up

 in
to

 m
en

, so
 

th
e sh

ift in
 o

ur co
m

m
un

ity n
aturally p

ro
g

ressed
.

The Progression of A
rco Iris

Som
etim

e around 1984, w
e incorporated as a nonprofit survival 

cam
p

 fo
r w

o
m

en
 an

d
 ch

ild
ren

 o
f co

lo
r. In

 ab
o

ut 19
9

4, w
e g

ain
ed

 

501(c)(3) status, an
d

 in
 2000, w

e d
ecid

ed
 to

 ask fo
r th

e lan
d

 th
at 

h
ad

 b
een

 th
e S

assafras co
m

m
un

ity. Fo
r alm

o
st ten

 years, S
assafras 

h
ad

 b
een

 m
o

stly ab
an

d
o

n
ed

. P
o

ach
ers w

ere sh
o

o
tin

g
 th

e w
ild

life 

off
 season, digging up valuable roots, stealing and vandalizing the 

co
m

m
un

ity an
d

 as a san
ctuary to

 sh
are an

d
 h

o
ld

 sacred
. S

h
in

er 

sup
p

o
rted

 m
y visio

n
, an

d
 w

e b
eg

an
 to

 w
o

rk o
n

 it, as stew
ard

s.

A
fter a w

h
ile, S

h
in

er’s g
ran

d
m

o
th

er, w
h

o
 n

eed
ed

 h
ealth

 care, 

cam
e to

 live w
ith

 us. W
e set Fran

n
y up

 in
 a sm

all trailer, an
d

 m
y 

fam
ily lived

 n
earb

y in
 a teep

ee. H
er fam

ily p
aid

 us to
 b

e h
er 

careg
ivers an

d
 to

 p
ro

vid
e fo

r h
er n

eed
s. T

h
e in

co
m

e h
elp

ed
 us 

b
uild

 a h
o

use an
d

 up
g

rad
e o

ur terrib
le d

irt ro
ad

.

W
o

m
en 

b
uilt 

all 
the 

structures 
and

 
o

rchestrated
 

all 
the 

im
provem

ents that are here no
w

. O
ver tim

e, w
e reb

uilt o
ur ro

ad
, 

and w
e installed a pond for fish, w

ildlife, irrigation, and recreation. 
M

y partner and I hand-dug and built a 900-gallon cem
ent cistern 

tank into the ground
 next to our house to ho

ld
 rainw

ater o
r 

springw
ater. O

ur first indoor w
ater w

as a hand pum
p connected 

to
 the cistern. W

e used
 kerosene lam

ps and
 cand

les fo
r m

o
st o

f 

thirty years and cooked all our m
eals over an outside fire pit for our 

first tw
enty-five years. W

e finally added solar electricity and got an 
antenna telepho

ne w
hen our so

n M
ario

 w
as ab

out fo
ur. T

here w
ere 

no phone poles for three m
iles, and

 a pay phone w
as ten m

iles aw
ay. 

W
e hired w

ell-drillers w
ho drilled a 500-foot w

ell that never w
orked 

b
ecause it requires a special w

ater pum
p to run on so

lar po
w

er. S
o

, 

instead
, w

e d
eveloped

 a natural spring as our m
ain so

urce o
f w

ater, 

w
hich rem

ains our m
ain source of w

ater to this d
ay.

The B
irth of M

ario and a N
ew

 Sense of C
om

m
unity

A
fter several years o

f livin
g

 w
ith

 S
h

in
er o

n
 th

e lan
d

, I m
et a 

w
o

m
an

 in
 M

ich
ig

an
 an

d
 in

vited
 h

er to
 co

m
e an

d
 h

elp
 w

o
rk o

n
 th

e 

h
o

use w
e w

ere b
uild

in
g

. S
h

e w
as h

ere ab
o

ut six m
o

n
th

s b
efo

re w
e 

en
d

ed
 up

 fallin
g

 in
 lo

ve. M
ario

, o
ur so

n
, w

as b
o

rn
 in

 19
88. A

fter h
is 

b
irth

, w
e co

uld
 n

o
 lo

n
g

er g
o

 to
 th

e festival in
 M

ich
ig

an
, as m

ale 

ch
ild

ren
 w

ere to
 b

e sep
arated

 fro
m

 th
eir m

o
th

ers an
d

 p
laced

 in
 

a cam
p

. W
e h

ad
 o

ften
 taken

 care o
f little b

o
ys w

h
o

se m
o

th
ers 

b
ro

ug
h

t th
em

 to
 th

e lan
d

; w
e h

ad
 n

ever b
een

 sep
aratist in

 th
at 

w
ay. A

n
d

 w
e w

eren
’t ab

o
ut to

 b
e sep

arated
 fro

m
 o

ur so
n

. O
n

ce 

w
e sto

p
p

ed
 g

o
in

g
 to

 M
ich

ig
an

, w
h

ere w
e h

ad
 in

fo
rm

ed
 o

th
er 

Courtesy of Águila

M
ario S

olano, nam
ed

 after his b
ond

m
other, M

aria C
hristina M

oroles (S
un

 
H

aw
k), in the crad

le b
oard

 she m
ad

e for him
, 1988.
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The M
ission

O
ur m

issio
n

 to
d

ay is still fo
r all th

is lan
d

 to
 b

e a san
ctuary, n

o
t 

o
n

ly fo
r w

o
m

en
 an

d
 ch

ild
ren

 o
f co

lo
r, b

ut fo
r all p

eo
p

le w
h

o
 com

e 

in peace and in search of sanctuary. It is an incredible, deep hardw
ood

 

forest. B
ecause of our rem

oteness, som
e areas w

ere never logged. 

T
his land is full of elk, deer, bear, w

ild turkey, and w
olves. W

e even have 

panthers. W
e have w

ild, rare, and m
edicinal herbs, and m

any edible 

m
ushroom

s. T
here is so m

uch m
edicine here—

even the clay is healing. 

W
e are one of the m

ost pristine areas in the O
zarks. For m

e, protecting
 

this incredibly sacred land is a m
ajor, top-of-the-list item

. If the land 
isn

’t p
ro

tected
, th

en
 th

o
se w

h
o

 co
m

e h
ere are n

o
t p

ro
tected

.

W
e w

an
t to

 create a stew
ard

sh
ip

 ag
reem

en
t to

 h
o

ld
 th

e lan
d

 

in
 p

erp
etuity. I’ve w

ritten
 a d

raft th
at says th

at in
d

ig
en

o
us w

o
m

en
 

w
ill live o

n
 th

e lan
d

 an
d

 w
o

rk o
n

 it. T
h

e d
raft g

ives g
uid

elin
es fo

r 

h
o

w
 to

 care fo
r th

ese lan
d

s fo
r future g

en
eratio

n
s. It is a very co

m
-

p
lex th

in
g

 th
at I’ve taken

 o
n

 as a sacred
 resp

o
n

sib
ility. O

ur m
issio

n
 

n
o

w
 is to

 h
eal o

ur co
m

m
un

ity—
o

ur lo
cal co

m
m

un
ity, o

u
r O

zark 

co
m

m
u

n
ity, an

d
 o

u
r in

d
ig

en
o

u
s co

m
m

u
n

ity—
an

d
 to

 b
rin

g
 all th

e 

co
lo

rs in
to

 sacred
 u

n
io

n
 ag

ain
. I kn

o
w

 th
at is q

u
ite am

b
itio

u
s, b

u
t 

th
ese an

cesto
rs w

h
o

 called
 m

e b
ack h

ave b
een

 q
u

ite in
sisten

t. 

T
h

ey kn
ew

 exactly w
h

o
 th

ey w
ere d

ealin
g

 w
ith

, w
h

at kin
d

 o
f p

er-
so

n
 w

o
u

ld
 p

ersevere, d
esp

ite all th
e o

b
stacles w

e h
ave faced

. It 

can
 b

e very h
ard

 fo
r m

e as a n
o

n
acad

em
ic w

o
m

an
. I w

en
t to

 th
e 

seven
th

 g
rad

e, an
d

 I g
o

t m
y G

E
D

 b
y g

o
in

g
 to

 n
ig

h
t sch

o
o

l w
h

en
 I 

w
as very yo

u
n

g
. I d

o
 n

o
t h

ave m
o

n
etary o

r acad
em

ic cred
en

tials 

th
at are o

ften
 req

u
ired

 in
 th

is so
ciety. B

u
t I d

o
 h

ave p
erseveran

ce 

an
d

 visio
n

. I b
elieve th

e an
cesto

rs called
 m

e b
ack to

 p
ro

tect th
is 

sacred
 lan

d
 fo

r all o
f u

s, an
d

 I p
ray th

at I w
ill b

e ab
le to

 d
o

 th
at.

Today
I h

ave lived
 o

n
 th

is lan
d

 fo
r alm

o
st fo

rty years n
o

w
, an

d
 I h

ave 

w
itn

essed
 m

an
y ch

an
g

es. C
urren

tly, M
ario

 lives w
ith

 m
e h

ere o
n

 

the land, w
here w

e still live off
 the grid. A

t present, M
ario and I 

are the only full-tim
e resident stew

ards. H
e runs m

en’s lodges 

p
ro

p
erty, an

d
 just h

an
g

in
g

 o
ut p

artyin
g

 th
ere. T

h
o

se 400 acres are 

n
o

w
 o

w
n

ed
 b

y A
rco

 Iris, an
d

 w
e call th

e 120 acres I live o
n

 R
an

ch
o

 

A
rco Iris, to diff

erentiate. 3 M
o

st recen
tly, in

 2014, w
e b

ecam
e lan

d
 

tax exem
p

t.

A
n Inclusive Sanctuary

A
rco

 Iris m
ean

s rain
b

o
w

 in
 S

p
an

ish
. In

d
ig

en
o

us p
eo

p
le b

elieve 

th
e rain

b
o

w
 rep

resen
ts th

e rain
b

o
w

 g
o

d
d

ess o
f h

ealin
g

. S
h

e 

is an
 aura o

f all co
lo

rs, all th
e co

lo
rs o

f all th
e p

eo
p

les. B
efo

re 

w
e cam

e h
ere, lo

n
g

 ag
o

, th
is lan

d
 w

as a h
ealin

g
 p

lace fo
r all 

p
eo

p
les to

 co
m

e. A
s an

 in
d

ig
en

o
us w

o
m

an
 o

f N
o

rth
 A

m
erica, 

I kn
o

w
 I w

as sum
m

o
n

ed
 h

ere to
 th

is sacred
 lan

d
 n

o
t o

n
ly as a 

san
ctuary fo

r us survivo
rs, b

ut to
 p

ro
tect th

is sacred
 m

o
un

tain
. 

A
s an

 in
d

ig
en

o
us d

aug
h

ter, I b
elieved

 it is o
ur in

h
eren

t rig
h

t an
d

 

sacred
 resp

o
n

sib
ility to

 m
ain

tain
 th

e lead
ersh

ip
 an

d
 stew

ard
sh

ip
 

o
f th

is sacred
 p

lace. O
ften

 m
y w

o
rd

s h
ave b

een
 m

isin
terp

reted
 

as exclusive. Lo
o

k aro
un

d
. H

o
w

 m
an

y n
ative p

eo
p

le d
o

 yo
u see? 

T
h

ere is yo
ur an

sw
er. I still lo

o
k aro

un
d

 an
d

 im
m

ed
iately m

iss m
y 

p
eo

p
le th

at o
n

ce in
h

ab
ited

 all o
f N

o
rth

 A
m

erica. W
ill w

e allo
w

 

o
urselves to

 rem
em

b
er th

at m
an

y n
ative an

d
 p

eo
p

le o
f co

lo
r 

are still d
isen

fran
ch

ised
 an

d
 d

o
 n

o
t h

ave equal p
rivileg

es? M
y 

visio
n

 is to
 reserve sp

ace to
 in

clud
e th

o
se less p

rivileg
ed

 th
at are 

seekin
g

 san
ctuary, n

o
t to

 exclud
e an

yo
n

e. I w
ill n

ever fo
rg

et th
at 

th
is sacred

 lan
d

 w
as return

ed
 to

 th
e h

an
d

s o
f p

o
o

r, in
d

ig
en

o
us, 

tw
o-spirit w

om
en. It w

as placed in our trust, so that w
e could 

h
ave so

vereig
n

ty an
d

 auto
n

o
m

y, so
 th

at w
e co

uld
 reclaim

 w
ith

in
 

o
urselves o

ur sacred
n

ess, o
ur p

urp
o

se, an
d

 o
ur stren

g
th

. I p
ray 

o
th

ers w
h

o
 fo

llo
w

 after m
e w

ill un
d

erstan
d

 o
ur in

ten
tio

n
.

3  In
 th

e 19
9

0s, th
ey g

o
t LN

R
 fun

d
in

g
 to

 p
urch

ase tw
en

ty o
r th

irty ad
jacen

t acres 
w

ith
 th

e sp
rin

g
 th

ey use fo
r run

n
in

g
 w

ater. T
h

is w
as ad

d
ed

 to
 th

e o
ver a h

un
d

red
 

acres d
eed

ed
 to

 M
aria an

d
 E

sth
er b

y th
e S

assafras co
llective in

 19
79

. T
h

e 400 
acres th

at h
ad

 b
een

 S
assafras w

as d
eed

ed
 to

 A
rco

 Iris b
y th

e tw
o

 w
o

m
en

 w
h

o
 

rem
ain

ed
 fro

m
 th

e co
llective, D

ian
a R

ivers an
d

 S
h

in
er C

ard
o

zo
. D

ian
a an

d
 h

er 
life p

artn
er P

ath
 W

alker retain
 a life estate in

 ab
o

ut ten
 acres.
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P
A

G
O

D
A

, T
E

M
P

L
E

 O
F

 LO
V

E
: 

LESB
IA

N
 PA

R
A

D
ISE (1977—

P
R

ESEN
T)

M
e
r
r
il M

u
s
h
r
o
o
m

E
v

e
ry

 d
a

y
 th

e
re

 is
 a

 s
o

n
g

, e
v

e
ry

 n
ig

h
t a

 g
ift o

f lo
v

e
, 

e
v

e
ry

 m
o

o
n

 a
 c

e
le

b
ra

tio
n

.

In
scrib

ed
 o

n
 P

ag
o

d
a letterh

ead

T
h

e P
ag

o
d

a w
as n

o
t so

 m
uch

 a co
m

m
un

ity o
f d

ykes o
n

 th
e 

lan
d

 as it w
as a co

m
m

un
ity o

f d
ykes b

y th
e sea. Lo

cated
 

on V
ilano Beach, St. A

ugustine, Florida, it becam
e a w

ell-know
n 

“Lesb
ian

 p
arad

ise”
1 fo

r w
o

m
en

 all o
ver th

e S
o

uth
—

in
d

eed
 all o

ver 

th
e w

o
rld

—
an

d
 is an

 exam
p

le o
f seren

d
ip

ity in
 actio

n
. It cam

e 

ab
o

ut as th
e result o

f th
e visio

n
 o

f R
en

a C
arn

ey an
d

 M
o

rg
an

a 

M
acV

icar, Lesb
ian

 co
usin

s, an
d

 th
eir p

artn
ers C

ath
y an

d
 S

uzy. 

T
h

ey h
ad

 fo
rm

ed
 a w

o
m

en
’s th

eater an
d

 d
an

ce tro
up

e called
 

Terp
sich

o
re an

d
 p

erfo
rm

ed
 th

ro
ug

h
o

ut Flo
rid

a. T
h

eir d
ream

 w
as 

to have their ow
n theater. This dream

 w
as fulfilled beyond their 

w
ild

est im
ag

in
in

g
s.

Pagoda 
w

as 
prim

arily 
an 

arts 
and 

spirituality-oriented 
co

m
m

un
ity. In

 its “g
lo

ry d
ays” (ab

o
ut 19

77–19
9

9
), Lesb

ian
 th

eater, 

dance, and m
usic w

ere perform
ed in the fifty-seat Pagoda 

P
layh

o
use. 

T
h

ey 
also

 
h

eld
 

w
o

rksh
o

p
s 

o
n

 
every 

co
n

ceivab
le 

sub
ject o

f in
terest to

 Lesb
ian

s. T
h

ro
ug

h
 th

e years, m
an

y sco
res 

o
f Lesb

ian
s cam

e th
ro

ug
h

, stayed
, visited

, left, return
ed

. T
h

e 

P
ag

o
d

a Tem
p

le o
f Lo

ve w
as a cen

ter o
f w

o
m

en
’s sp

irituality an
d

 

one of the first recognized goddess w
orshipping churches in the 

n
atio

n
. H

ere w
e fo

cus o
n

 th
e h

ersto
ry an

d
 structure o

f th
is un

ique 

Lesbian-fem
inist com

m
unity that has persisted for alm

ost forty 
years, even

 th
ro

ug
h

 its m
an

y ch
an

g
es.

1 
 N

an
cy U

n
g

e
r, “T

h
e

 P
ag

o
d

a: ‘A
n

 Islan
d

 o
f L

e
sb

ian
 P

arad
ise

,’” in
 
Q

u
e

e
r 

E
c

o
lo

g
ie

s
: S

e
x

, 
N

a
tu

re
, 

P
o

litic
s
, 

D
e

s
ire, ed. Catriona M

ortim
er-Sandilands and 

B
ruce E

rickso
n

 (B
lo

o
m

in
g

to
n

: In
d

ian
a U

n
iversity P

ress, 2010), p
p

. 182–86
.

fo
r m

en
, an

d
 I d

o
 w

o
m

en
’s lo

d
g

es. Jen
n

ifer, m
y d

aug
h

ter, h
as a 

cab
in

 h
ere, b

ut p
resen

tly resid
es w

ith
 h

er p
artn

er, Lisa, in
 a sm

all 

to
w

n
 th

irty m
iles aw

ay. M
y ch

ild
ren

, m
y fam

ily/co
m

m
un

ity, an
d

 

th
is sacred

 lan
d

 are m
y life. W

e are in
 search

 o
f p

eo
p

le, esp
ecially 

w
o

m
en

 w
ith

 skills w
h

o
 can

 h
elp

 us ach
ieve o

ur m
issio

n
.

G
iving Thanks

S
o

 m
an

y w
o

m
en

 o
ver th

e years h
ave h

elp
ed

 b
uild

 R
an

ch
o

 

A
rco

 Iris, b
ut o

f all th
o

se w
o

m
en

, I m
ust esp

ecially ackn
o

w
led

g
e 

the w
om

an w
ho spent tw

enty-eight years w
ith m

e at A
rco Iris for 

all th
e years o

f lo
ve an

d
 care sh

e p
ut in

to
 b

o
th

 th
is lan

d
 an

d
 in

to
 

m
e. H

er sp
iritual d

eterm
in

atio
n

, h
er p

assio
n

, h
er m

uscles, an
d

 h
er 

co
urag

e w
ere a larg

e p
art o

f m
akin

g
 A

rco
 Iris w

h
at it is to

d
ay. A

 

sp
ecial th

an
ks to

 all th
e in

d
ig

en
o

us eld
ers w

h
o

 cam
e h

ere o
r sen

t 

p
rayers to

 b
less us an

d
 sup

p
o

rt us. T
h

an
ks to

 B
erry fo

r n
ursin

g
 

m
e to

 b
e h

ere to
d

ay, an
d

 to
 Juan

ita A
rreg

a, S
h

in
er, M

arie C
avallo

, 

Isis B
ro

w
n

, M
arsh

a G
o

m
ez, C

yn
th

ia P
erez, C

elia R
o

d
riquez, E

va 

K
ulterm

an
, Lucia Lo

p
ez, S

h
elb

y W
o

o
d

, Tam
ara C

o
llier, an

d
 D

ian
a 

R
ivers fo

r p
ro

tectin
g

 th
is lan

d
 an

d
 sup

p
o

rtin
g

 us an
d

 A
rco

 Iris as 

w
e g

ro
w

 an
d

 ch
an

g
e. W

e are also
 very ap

p
reciative o

f th
e m

an
y 

w
o

n
d

erful m
en

 w
h

o
 h

ave w
o

rked
 w

ith
 us, resp

ected
 o

ur w
ays, 

an
d

 b
een

 frien
d

s. T
latzo

kam
ati to

 m
y ch

ild
ren

: Jen
n

ifer, w
h

o
 h

as 

w
eath

ered
 it all w

ith
 in

cred
ib

le lo
ve, stren

g
th

, an
d

 co
urag

e, an
d

 

M
ario

, w
h

o
 is h

ere to
d

ay as m
y teach

er, stud
en

t, an
d

 stew
ard

 to
 

th
is lan

d
 an

d
 m

e. Fin
ally, I th

an
k m

y p
artn

er A
n

n
ais fo

r h
elp

in
g

 m
e 

g
et th

is sto
ry read

y fo
r p

ub
licatio

n
 an

d
 fo

r h
er lo

ve an
d

 trust o
ver 

th
e p

ast tw
o

 years. P
lease fo

rg
ive m

e if I d
id

 n
o

t p
ut each

 o
f yo

ur 

n
am

es, as w
e h

ave such
 a h

ug
e co

m
m

un
ity, b

ut kn
o

w
 th

at yo
u are 

in
 m

y h
eart o

f g
ratitud

e.

To learn m
ore about land stew

ardship efforts at A
rco Iris, see the 

A
rc

o
 

Iris
 

E
a

rth
 

C
a

re
 

P
ro

je
c

t, h
ttp

://earth
carep

ro
ject.w

o
rd

p
ress.

co
m

/
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th
e C

o
m

m
un

ity C
en

ter/Tem
p

le o
f Lo

ve (th
e larg

est b
uild

in
g

). 

M
ean

w
h

ile, all th
e w

o
m

en
 w

h
o

 w
ere b

eco
m

in
g

 in
vo

lved
 w

ith
 

P
ag

o
d

a g
o

t to
 w

o
rk o

n
 w

h
at th

ey w
ere b

eg
in

n
in

g
.

A
t 

th
e 

en
d

 
o

f 
sum

m
er 

19
78, 

p
ro

b
lem

s 
b

eg
an

 
to

 
arise. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 B
arb

ara Lieu, “W
e’ve g

o
t ten

 un
its (eig

h
t co

ttag
es 

an
d

 a d
up

lex) o
w

n
ed

 b
y th

irteen
 w

o
m

en
. It’s n

o
t a co

llective, just 

w
om

en com
ing together financially. Those of us w

ho w
ere living 

here felt diff
erently from

 those w
ho w

ere living elsew
here and just 

ren
tin

g
 o

ut th
e co

ttag
es to

 m
en

 o
r w

o
m

en
. W

e felt stro
n

g
ly ab

o
ut 

perm
anently m

aking it a w
om

en’s space, and that w
as a conflict.” 

The conflict happened w
hen the m

ale tenants w
ere evicted. The 

w
o

m
en

 w
h

o
 o

w
n

ed
 th

e co
ttag

es all ag
reed

 th
at as m

ale ten
an

ts 

left, Pagoda w
ould becom

e all-w
om

yn space. H
ow

ever, there w
as 

d
isag

reem
en

t as to
 th

e actual p
ro

cess, an
d

 so
m

e w
o

m
en

 felt th
at 

th
ere w

as n
eith

er co
n

sen
sus n

o
r d

iscussio
n

 aro
un

d
 th

e evictio
n

s. 3

3  This interpretation of the conflict is based on an em
ail from

 V
icki W

engrow
 to 

R
o

se N
o

rm
an

 (S
ep

tem
b

er 27, 2014). V
icki o

w
n

ed
 o

n
e o

f th
e tw

o
 co

ttag
es ren

ted
 

to
 m

en
, an

d
 h

er p
artn

er P
at o

w
n

ed
 th

e o
th

er o
n

e.

P
agod

a M
otel postcard

, show
ing layout of cottages on V

ilano B
each, 

S
t. A

ugustine, in the 1970s. S
ince then, all of the surround

ing
 

lots have b
een d

eveloped
.

Courtesy of Barbara Lieu

T
h

is article h
as b

een
 syn

o
p

sized
 fro

m
 in

terview
s w

ith
 M

o
rg

an
a 

M
acV

icar, 
Fayan

n
 

S
ch

m
id

t, 
B

arb
ara 

Lieu, 
Jean

 
A

d
ele, 

E
llen

 

S
p

an
g

ler, E
m

ily G
reen

e, M
yriam

 Fo
ug

ère, an
d

 R
ain

b
o

w
 W

illiam
s. 2 

B
arb

ara, E
llen

, an
d

 M
o

rg
an

a w
ere very active in

 th
e w

o
m

en
’s 

m
o

vem
en

t 
d

urin
g

 
th

e 
19

70s. T
h

ey 
h

elp
ed

 
o

rg
an

ize 
b

attered
 

w
o

m
en

’s sh
elters, rap

e crisis cen
ters, w

o
m

en
’s cen

ters, an
tiw

ar 

p
ro

tests, fem
in

ist th
eater, an

d
 m

an
y o

f th
e typ

es o
f actio

n
s 

d
escrib

ed
 in

 S
in

is
te

r W
is

d
o

m
 9

3
 (S

um
m

er 2014).

In
 19

77, M
o

rg
an

a, R
en

a, C
ath

y, an
d

 S
uzy w

ere livin
g

 in
 S

t. A
u-

g
ustin

e an
d

 lo
o

kin
g

 fo
r th

e p
lace th

at w
o

uld
 b

e th
eir th

eater. T
h

ey 

saw
 an

 ad
 in

 th
e p

ap
er an

n
o

un
cin

g
 “b

each
fro

n
t co

ttag
e fo

r sale,” 

an
d

 th
ey w

en
t to

 ch
eck it o

ut. T
h

e p
ro

p
erty h

ad
 b

een
 b

uilt in
 19

36
 

as a m
o

tel an
d

 co
n

sisted
 o

f fo
urteen

 b
uild

in
g

s. T
h

e o
w

n
er actually 

w
an

ted
 to

 sell fo
ur co

ttag
es, n

o
t o

n
e, an

d
 so

 th
e w

o
m

en
 scrap

ed
 

to
g

eth
er all th

e m
o

n
ey th

ey co
uld

 an
d

 b
o

ug
h

t th
em

 o
n

 7/7/77.

T
h

e larg
est b

u
ild

in
g

 o
n

 th
e p

rem
ises w

as n
o

t fo
r sale, b

u
t 

th
e w

o
m

en
 ren

ted
 it to

 live in
, an

d
 created

 th
eir th

eater in
 th

e 

garage. B
erkeley W

om
en’s M

usic C
ollective w

as the first band to 
p

erfo
rm

 th
ere, in

 fall 19
77. In

 A
p

ril 19
78

, n
in

e w
o

m
en

 b
o

u
g

h
t fo

u
r 

m
o

re co
ttag

es an
d

 th
e d

u
p

lex (a to
tal o

f six m
o

re u
n

its). T
h

ey 

ren
ted

 o
u

t so
m

e o
f th

e co
ttag

es th
ey h

ad
 p

u
rch

ased
 to

 d
ykes 

w
h

o
 cam

e to
 visit. S

o
m

e o
f th

e w
o

m
en

 lived
 in

 th
eir co

ttag
es 

to run the “Lesbian resort” that opened for its first season in 
su

m
m

er 19
78

.

E
ven

tually, th
e P

ag
o

d
a co

m
m

un
ity cam

e to
 in

clud
e a to

tal o
f 

tw
elve cottages plus a tw

o-story duplex, a sw
im

m
ing pool, and 

2  O
n

 A
p

ril 14, 2013, R
o

se N
o

rm
an

 in
terview

ed
 as a g

ro
up

 six P
ag

o
d

a w
o

m
en

 
n

o
w

 livin
g

 at A
lap

in
e: M

o
rg

an
a M

cV
icar, Fayan

n
 S

ch
m

id
t, B

arb
ara Lieu, Jean

 
A

d
ele, E

llen
 S

p
an

g
ler, an

d
 E

m
ily G

reen
e. O

n
 N

o
vem

b
er 13, 2013, sh

e in
terview

ed
 

R
ain

b
o

w
 W

illiam
s at h

er h
o

m
e in

 S
t. A

ug
ustin

e, Flo
rid

a. O
n

 Jan
uary 28, 2014, sh

e 
in

terview
ed

 M
yriam

 Fo
ug

ère at h
er P

ag
o

d
a co

ttag
e in

 S
t. A

ug
ustin

e. A
ll quo

ta-
tio

n
s co

m
e fro

m
 th

ese in
terview

s, excep
t fo

r R
ain

b
o

w
 W

illiam
s, w

h
o

 (u
n

less 
o

th
erw

ise n
o

ted
) is q

uo
ted

 fro
m

 a m
an

uscrip
t o

rig
in

ally p
ub

lish
ed

 in
 M

a
iz

e, in
 

2010, an
d

 sub
sequen

tly up
d

ated
 in

 p
rivate co

rresp
o

n
d

en
ce w

ith
 R

o
se N

o
rm

an
. 

T
h

e in
terview

s in
 th

eir en
tirety are arch

ived
 at th

e S
allie B

in
g

h
am

 C
en

ter fo
r 

W
o

m
en

’s H
isto

ry an
d

 C
ulture in

 th
e D

avid
 M

. R
ub

en
stein

 R
are B

o
o

k &
 M

an
u-

scrip
t Lib

rary at D
uke U

n
iversity (h

ttp
://lib

rary.d
uke.ed

u/rub
en

stein
/b

in
g

h
am

/).
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E
llen

 n
o

ted
 th

at “it w
as a safe p

lace fo
r Lesb

ian
s, an

d
 th

ere 

w
eren

’t m
an

y p
laces th

at w
as so

, p
laces w

h
ere th

e w
h

o
le sp

irit o
f 

w
o

m
en

 w
as really h

o
n

o
red

, sp
iritually, p

h
ysically, em

o
tio

n
ally. 

E
veryo

n
e w

h
o

 w
as in

vo
lved

 . . . w
as co

m
m

itted
 to

 m
akin

g
 it w

o
rk.”

Jean
 ad

d
ed

, “W
h

en
 I lo

o
k b

ack an
d

 th
in

k ab
o

ut h
o

w
 it lasted

 

so
 lo

n
g

, I th
in

k it w
as b

ecause w
e w

o
uld

 g
et to

g
eth

er an
d

 m
ake 

d
ecisio

n
s b

y co
n

sen
sus. R

un
n

in
g

 th
at C

en
ter, w

e w
o

uld
 h

ave lo
n

g, 

lo
n

g
 m

eetin
g

s ab
o

ut h
o

w
 to

 d
o

 th
at. . . . W

e w
ere very co

m
p

atib
le, 

an
d

 w
e all g

o
t alo

n
g

 an
d

 liked
 each

 o
th

er. W
h

at ch
an

g
ed

 w
as 

w
h

en
 th

e last g
ro

up
 o

f co
ttag

es w
as so

ld
 an

d
 w

e exp
an

d
ed

 th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity. T
h

e d
yn

am
ics ch

an
g

ed
, . . . an

d
 so

m
e w

o
m

en
 cam

e in
 

w
h

o
 w

eren
’t co

m
p

atib
le w

ith
 o

ur values, such
 as th

e im
p

o
rtan

ce 

E
llen S

pangler d
oing carpentry insid

e M
artha S

trozier’s P
agod

a cottage. E
llen

 
cam

e dow
n from

 Jacksonville the year that the first cottages w
ere bought 

(1977) and
 helped

 create the theater and
 rem

od
el m

any of the cottages.

Photo courtesy of Emily Greene

In
 N

o
vem

b
er, E

m
ily an

d
 h

er p
artn

er W
ig

g
y (later called

 N
u) 

cam
e to

 visit an
d

 fell in
 lo

ve w
ith

 th
e p

lace. T
h

ey o
verh

eard
 

so
m

e o
f th

e w
o

m
en

 talkin
g

 ab
o

ut sellin
g

 an
d

 asked
 w

h
at w

as 

h
ap

p
en

in
g

. T
h

ey w
ere to

ld
 th

at th
ere w

ere tw
o

 co
ttag

es fo
r sale, 

an
d

 if Lesb
ian

s co
uld

n
’t b

e fo
un

d
 to

 b
uy th

em
, th

ey w
o

uld
 b

e so
ld

 

to
 m

en
. E

m
ily an

d
 W

ig
g

y m
an

ag
ed

 to
 raise th

e m
o

n
ey fo

r o
n

e o
f 

th
e co

ttag
es—

$3000 d
o

w
n

 an
d

 $40–50 a m
o

n
th

—
an

d
 K

aren
 Jo

n
es 

b
o

ug
h

t th
e o

th
er.

A
s tim

e p
assed

, cab
in

s ch
an

g
ed

 o
w

n
ers, an

d
 p

ro
p

erties w
ere 

b
o

ug
h

t 
an

d
 

so
ld

, 
b

ut 
alw

ays 
to

 
Lesb

ian
s. T

h
ro

ug
h

o
ut 

th
ese 

processes, the w
om

en used the Consum
er Price Index inflationary 

rate to keep the properties aff
ordable for Lesbians. W

om
en w

ho 
w

o
rked

 o
n

 th
e p

ro
p

erty w
ere p

aid
, an

d
 everyo

n
e w

h
o

 w
o

rked
 

o
n

 th
e p

rem
ises, fro

m
 law

yer to
 co

ttag
e clean

er, w
as p

aid
 th

e 

sam
e rate, $5 p

er h
o

ur. G
rad

ually, P
ag

o
d

a b
ecam

e a resid
en

tial 

co
m

m
un

ity. In
 19

79
, several w

o
m

en
 (m

ayb
e th

irteen) g
ave en

o
ug

h
 

m
o

n
ey to

 m
ake a d

o
w

n
 p

aym
en

t o
n

 th
e b

uild
in

g
 th

at w
o

uld
 

b
eco

m
e T

h
e P

ag
o

d
a Tem

p
le o

f Lo
ve, w

h
ich

 th
ey in

co
rp

o
rated

 

as a church so that they could have tax-exem
pt status but still 

m
aintain w

om
en-only space.

T
h

e co
ttag

es w
ere o

w
n

ed
 in

d
ivid

ually w
ith

 verb
al ag

reem
en

ts 

to
 sh

are services such
 as g

as an
d

 w
ater lin

es, sep
tics, m

o
rtg

ag
es, 

an
d

 
o

th
er 

in
frastructure. 

W
o

m
en

 
p

articip
ated

 
in

 
co

m
m

un
ity 

activities—
o

r n
o

t—
to

 varyin
g

 d
eg

rees, as th
ey liked

. A
cco

rd
in

g
 

to
 B

arb
ara, “W

e lived
 h

ap
p

ily in
 a Lesb

ian
 en

viro
n

m
en

t, b
ut th

ere 

w
as n

o
 o

b
lig

atio
n

 to
 p

articip
ate [in

 co
n

certs, m
eetin

g
s, Tem

p
le 

activities], 
an

d
 

n
o

 
leg

al 
co

n
n

ectio
n

 
b

etw
een

 
th

e 
co

m
m

un
ity 

building and the cottages. There w
as just an ‘affi

nity connection.’” 
T

h
e co

m
m

un
ity b

uild
in

g
 w

as m
ad

e in
to

 a “sup
p

o
rter” b

uild
in

g
 

w
h

ere n
o

n
resid

en
ts co

uld
 stay w

h
en

 th
ey visited

 an
d

, if th
ey 

w
ish

ed
, b

e p
ut o

n
 a list to

 b
uy a co

ttag
e if o

n
e b

ecam
e availab

le.

M
o

rg
an

a an
d

 B
arb

ara sp
o

ke ab
o

ut th
e p

sych
ic co

n
n

ectio
n

 

d
raw

in
g

 p
eo

p
le o

n
 a sp

iritual level to
 a p

lace th
at h

ad
 a life fo

rce 

o
f its o

w
n

 th
ere alread

y, th
at th

e w
o

m
en

 w
h

o
 w

ere sup
p

o
sed

 to
 

b
e th

ere felt th
e call an

d
 cam

e.
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b
o

o
kkeep

in
g

, an
d

 w
ith

 en
viro

n
m

en
tal issues b

ro
ug

h
t ab

o
ut b

y 

clim
ate ch

an
g

e.

O
ver th

e n
ext d

ecad
e, w

o
m

en
 cam

e an
d

 w
o

m
en

 w
en

t. T
h

e lan
d

 

d
evelo

p
ed

, th
e clim

ate an
d

 th
e co

m
m

un
ity ch

an
g

ed
, “p

ro
g

ress” 

h
ap

p
en

ed
, an

d
 m

an
y o

f th
e o

rig
in

al m
em

b
ers felt th

at P
ag

o
d

a w
as 

n
o

 lo
n

g
er fo

r th
em

. S
ix m

em
b

ers so
ld

 th
eir co

ttag
es an

d
 m

o
ved

 to
 

th
e m

o
un

tain
s o

f N
o

rth
 A

lab
am

a w
h

ere th
ey started

 an
o

th
er kin

d
 

o
f w

o
m

en
’s co

m
m

un
ity in

 n
o

rth
east A

lab
am

a, A
lap

in
e V

illag
e [see 

p
. 146

].

In the m
id-1980s, Canadian artist M

yriam
 Fougère cam

e to 
P

ag
o

d
a to

 d
o

 a sh
o

w
 o

f h
er sculp

tures in
 exch

an
g

e fo
r a free w

eek 

th
ere. S

h
e stayed

 fo
r tw

o
 m

o
n

th
s. Fo

r $10 a m
o

n
th

, sh
e b

ecam
e 

a m
em

b
er. S

h
e m

o
ved

 fro
m

 Q
ueb

ec to
 B

ro
o

klyn
 an

d
 traveled

 

aro
un

d
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates sh
o

w
in

g
 h

er w
o

rk, b
ut sh

e return
ed

 to
 

P
ag

o
d

a several tim
es a year. In

 19
87, sh

e b
o

ug
h

t a co
ttag

e w
ith

 

Lin
 D

an
iels, an

d
 w

h
atever h

er sch
ed

ule, sh
e co

n
tin

ues to
 co

m
e to

 

P
ag

o
d

a fo
r tw

o
 w

eeks every year. A
s to

 th
e co

llective p
ro

cess, sh
e 

says, “T
h

ere w
ere alw

ays co
n

tro
versies, b

ut I stayed
 aw

ay fro
m

 

th
em

. . . . M
y activism

 w
as m

o
stly art. A

t T
h

e P
ag

o
d

a th
ere w

ere 

lo
ts o

f arg
um

en
ts/d

iscussio
n

s, an
d

 m
eetin

g
s th

at w
o

uld
 last h

o
urs 

an
d

 h
o

urs. I’ve b
een

 to
 so

m
e o

f th
o

se m
eetin

g
s, b

ut I w
as n

ever 

a resid
en

t an
d

 w
as n

ever in
 th

e th
ick o

f it. Yo
u kn

o
w

, I co
uld

 g
ive 

m
y opinion, and if I didn’t w

ant to stay for the five-hour m
eeting, I 

co
uld

 alw
ays g

o
 aw

ay b
ecause I w

as n
o

t a real p
art o

f it. T
h

at w
as 

how
 I liked it to be, because, . . . like Irene W

eiss says in m
y film

 
[L

e
s
b

ia
n

a], w
e d

o
n

’t kn
o

w
 h

o
w

 to
 create co

m
m

un
ity. I feel like I 

d
o

n
’t eith

er, an
d

 it is really h
ard

, an
d

 it is p
ain

ful, an
d

 co
m

p
licated

. 

I stayed
 aw

ay fro
m

 th
e co

m
p

licatio
n

 to
 b

e ab
le to

 en
jo

y it. . . . I 

d
id

n
’t w

an
t to

 ch
o

o
se sid

es an
d

 b
e ag

ain
st th

is o
n

e o
r th

at o
n

e.”

In 1984, Rainbow
 W

illiam
s celebrated her fiftieth birthday by 

m
o

vin
g

 to
 P

ag
o

d
a. In

 19
88, sh

e an
d

 seven
 o

th
er Lesb

ian
s raised

 

th
e m

o
n

ey fo
r th

e last fo
ur co

ttag
es an

d
 o

cean
 lo

ts. T
h

o
se last 

fo
ur co

ttag
es cam

e to
 b

e kn
o

w
n

 as “N
o

rth
 P

ag
o

d
a,” an

d
 th

e 

co
ttag

es an
d

 th
ree em

p
ty lo

ts w
ere b

o
ug

h
t b

y P
aulette A

rm
istead

, 

of consensus decision-m
aking.” Som

e w
om

en felt that the original 
resid

en
ts ten

d
ed

 to
 b

e auto
cratic an

d
 resistan

t to
 ch

an
g

e.

E
m

ily 
ad

d
ed

, 
“W

e 
g

o
t 

to
g

eth
er 

w
eekly 

to
 

d
eal 

w
ith

 
o

ur 

conflicts and issues. . . . It transform
ed m

y life, m
ade m

e dig deep 
in

sid
e ab

o
ut h

o
w

 I really w
an

ted
 to

 live. W
e fo

rm
ed

 a b
o

n
d

 th
at w

e 

still h
ave to

 th
is d

ay. It w
ill alw

ays b
e th

ere b
ecause w

e strug
g

led
 

through issues, w
e struggled through conflicts . . . to com

e up w
ith 

th
e fairest, kin

d
est w

ay to
 d

eal w
ith

 th
e issues. To

 m
e th

is is a b
ig

 

p
art o

f fem
in

ism
. . . . N

o
w

 th
ey d

o
n

’t h
ave th

at. T
h

ey d
o

n
’t m

eet 

to
 reso

lve issues.”

Fayan
n

 co
n

tin
ues, “Fo

r so
m

eo
n

e like th
at to

 stay an
d

 evo
lve 

an
d

 b
e th

ere, it takes so
m

eb
o

d
y w

ith
 a co

m
m

itm
en

t to
 d

o
 th

at 

w
o

rk, a co
m

m
itm

en
t to

 th
e id

ea, an
d

 w
illin

g
 to

 d
o

 w
h

at it takes to
 

m
ake th

at h
ap

p
en

.”

B
arb

ara said
, “W

e h
ad

 a p
ro

cess th
at w

o
rked

 fo
r us fo

r ten
 

years. It w
as called

 ‘g
ro

up
’ an

d
 it m

et every T
h

ursd
ay n

ig
h

t. Yo
u 

d
id

n
’t h

ave to
 co

m
e. W

e h
ad

 as a b
o

tto
m

 lin
e th

at if yo
u h

ad
 a 

conflict that you couldn’t resolve w
ith another w

om
an in the 

co
m

m
un

ity, w
e asked

 yo
u to

 b
rin

g
 it to

 g
ro

up
.” S

h
e exp

lain
ed

 

th
at w

h
en

 th
ey exp

an
d

ed
, so

m
e o

f th
e n

ew
er w

o
m

en
 w

an
ted

 

this process changed, and they w
ere unable to find an equitable 

so
lutio

n
. S

o
m

e o
f th

e w
o

m
en

 w
h

o
 lived

 at P
ag

o
d

a felt th
at th

ere 

w
ere p

ro
b

lem
s aro

un
d

 class issues w
h

ich
 w

ere n
o

t raised
, n

ever 

m
in

d
 d

ealt w
ith

. T
h

e fact o
f so

m
e w

o
m

en
 h

avin
g

 m
o

re an
d

 so
m

e 

having less, w
hether m

aterially, tim
e-w

ise, or em
otionally, w

as a 
b

o
n

e o
f co

n
ten

tio
n

. 4

A
s th

e lan
d

 aro
un

d
 th

em
 b

ecam
e d

evelo
p

ed
, th

e result w
as a 

lack o
f sp

ace fo
r th

em
 to

 exp
an

d
 to

 acco
m

m
o

d
ate n

ew
 p

ro
jects 

such as a residential living space for long-lived w
om

en, a project 
called

 C
ro

n
e’s N

est, d
iscussed

 sin
ce th

e 19
80s, b

ut th
at h

as 

n
ever m

an
ifested

. T
h

ere w
ere also

 p
ro

b
lem

s w
ith

 b
usin

ess an
d

 

4  T
h

e class issues cam
e up

 in
 an

 em
ail to

 R
o

se N
o

rm
an

 fro
m

 R
ain

b
o

w
 W

illiam
s 

(S
ep

tem
b

er 23, 2014) an
d

 V
icki W

en
g

ro
w

 (S
ep

tem
b

er 27, 2014), as p
art o

f th
e 

p
ro

cess o
f review

in
g

 th
is essay.
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b
y Fairy G

o
d

m
o

th
ers, In

c.—
R

en
a, R

ain
b

o
w

, Liz, an
d

 M
arie. T

h
ey 

“ran
 th

e b
uild

in
g

 as a reso
rt ren

tal fo
r fo

ur years un
successfully, 

th
en

 as tw
o

 ap
artm

en
ts, up

 an
d

 d
o

w
n

, un
successfully, th

en
 in

 2008 

it w
as off

ered as a single house rental top to bottom
, and w

e found 
h

ap
p

y h
ip

p
ie ten

an
ts w

ith
 a year’s lease. Taxes an

d
 m

ain
ten

an
ce 

kep
t us b

ro
ke, an

d
 ten

sio
n

s w
ere h

ig
h

.” It is curren
tly fo

r sale.

“A
n

d
 th

e tw
elve little co

ttag
es?” R

ain
b

o
w

 co
n

clud
es, “S

till 

th
ere, 

an
d

 
th

ey 
g

et 
cuter 

every 
d

ay, 
w

ith
 

in
d

ivid
ual 

d
ecks, 

porches, flow
ers, and bright paint. A

ll belong to dykes except for 
a couple of gay-friendly folks w

ho appreciate being there. A
s each 

is in
d

ivid
ually o

w
n

ed
, th

e co
ttag

e o
w

n
er m

ay sell o
r ren

t as sh
e 

n
eed

s to
, an

d
 th

ere is n
o

 co
m

m
un

ity co
n

tro
l o

ver th
em

. T
h

ey are 

rarely availab
le as sh

o
rt term

 ren
tals, an

d
 even

 m
o

re rarely o
n

 th
e 

m
arket to

 sell. It’s quite a stab
le n

eig
h

b
o

rh
o

o
d

, w
ith

 p
len

ty o
f o

ld
 

h
ip

p
ie values, an

d
 fam

iliar faces o
f tw

en
ty years’ resid

en
ce.”

N
an

cy 
B

reeze, 
A

n
n

 
H

arm
o

n
, 

M
arilyn

 
M

urp
h

y, 
Iren

e 
W

eiss, 

E
arth

star, R
ain

b
o

w
, an

d
 M

arie. T
h

ese w
ere th

e p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 d
id

 n
o

t 

w
an

t to
 atten

d
 lo

n
g

 w
eekly m

eetin
g

s. R
ain

b
o

w
 b

elieves th
is is 

partly a class issue: “If you can aff
ord to spend five hours in a 

m
eetin

g
, yo

u m
ust b

e in
d

ep
en

d
en

tly sup
p

o
rted

.”
5

T
h

e P
ag

o
d

a Tem
p

le o
f Lo

ve b
o

ug
h

t th
e sw

im
m

in
g

 p
o

o
l b

y 

sellin
g

 
“lifetim

e” 
p

o
o

l 
m

em
b

ersh
ip

s. 
R

ain
b

o
w

 
recalls, 

“T
h

at 

‘lifetim
e’ w

o
uld

 last eleven
 years d

ue to
 a d

ecisio
n

 in
 19

9
9

 to
 sell 

th
e C

en
ter an

d
 th

e p
o

o
l.” T

h
e o

rig
in

al P
ag

o
d

a w
o

m
en

, w
h

o
 h

ad
 

m
o

ved
 to

 A
lap

in
e, h

ad
 n

ew
 m

o
rtg

ag
es to

 p
ay. “A

 m
eetin

g
 w

as 

held,” Rainbow
 continues, “and off

ers presented. O
nly one off

ered 
th

e o
p

tio
n

 o
f Lesb

ian
 b

uyers to
 th

e b
uild

in
g

 th
at h

o
used

 th
e 

departing Tem
ple of Love,” w

hich, along w
ith its tax-free status as 

a ch
urch

, also
 w

as m
o

ved
 to

 A
lap

in
e. T

h
e Tem

p
le w

as p
urch

ased
 

5 E
m

ail to
 R

o
se N

o
rm

an
 fro

m
 R

ain
b

o
w

 W
illiam

s, S
ep

tem
b

er 23, 2014.

P
ag

o
d

a w
o

m
en

 livin
g

 at A
lap

in
e, taken

 after a g
ro

up
 in

terview
 ab

o
ut P

ag
o

d
a, A

p
ril 13, 

2013. B
ack ro

w
 (l to

 r): B
arb

ara Lieu, Jean
 A

d
ele, Fayan

n
 S

ch
m

id
t, E

llen
 S

p
an

g
ler, 

M
organa M

acV
icar. Seated on floor: Rose N

orm
an (interview

er), Em
ily G

reene.

Photo by Rose Norman
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S
U

G
A

R
LO

A
F

 W
O

M
E

N
’S

 V
IL

L
A

G
E

: 
“S

O
M

E
 G

R
O

U
N

D
 T

O
 S

T
A

N
D

 O
N

”

R
o
s
e
 N

o
r
m

a
n

“Livin
g

 sim
p

ly is n
o

t alw
ays easy, an

d
 livin

g
 co

llectively is 

definitely not easy. There’s nothing in our experience to teach us 
how

 to do that. A
nd w

e’re still trying to define w
hat w

e are as a 
co

m
m

un
ity. B

ut b
ecause B

arb
ara an

d
 Jan

e left th
ese p

ro
p

erties, 

w
e h

ave so
m

e g
ro

un
d

 to
 stan

d
 o

n
.”  

—
B

lue Lun
d

en
1

I
n

 19
76

, B
arb

ara D
em

in
g

, p
eace an

d
 so

cial justice activist an
d

 

w
riter, b

o
ug

h
t th

e lan
d

 th
at w

as to
 b

eco
m

e S
ug

arlo
af W

o
m

en
’s 

V
illag

e, a sm
all w

o
m

en
’s co

m
m

un
ity o

n
 S

ug
arlo

af K
ey, n

o
rth

east 

o
f K

ey W
est, Flo

rid
a. S

h
e h

ad
 m

o
ved

 fro
m

 N
ew

 Yo
rk to

 S
ug

arlo
af 

K
ey fo

r h
ealth

 reaso
n

s after b
ein

g
 serio

usly in
jured

 in
 a car w

reck 

in
 19

71. S
h

e cam
e w

ith
 h

er life p
artn

er, th
e artist, p

o
et, an

d
 activist 

Jan
e V

erlain
e, an

d
 th

eir frien
d

s, th
e w

riters A
n

d
rea D

w
o

rkin
 an

d
 

Jo
h

n
 S

to
lten

b
erg

. 2 T
h

ere w
ere tw

o
 h

o
uses an

d
 a g

uest co
ttag

e o
n

 

that first 100 × 150 feet lot she bought near the end of a suburban 
d

rive, b
o

rd
ered

 b
y a can

al th
at lead

s to
 th

e turquo
ise o

cean
. 

D
em

in
g

 an
d

 V
erlain

e lived
 in

 o
n

e h
o

use, D
w

o
rkin

 an
d

 S
to

lten
b

erg
 

in the tw
o-story house next door, and a parade of visitors cam

e 
to

 stay at th
e g

uest co
ttag

e, m
o

stly th
eir frien

d
s fro

m
 N

ew
 Yo

rk, 

w
riters, artists, an

d
 activists.

B
lue Lun

d
en

 w
as a rad

ical Lesb
ian

 activist fro
m

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s, 

w
h

o
 h

ad
 m

o
ved

 to
 S

ug
arlo

af fro
m

 N
ew

 Yo
rk C

ity after visitin
g

 

1  Closing w
ords of Joyce W

arshow
’s docum

entary film
 S

o
m

e
 G

ro
u

n
d

 to
 S

ta
n

d
 

O
n

: T
h

e
 S

to
ry

 o
f B

lu
e

 L
u

n
d

e
n, 19

9
8, availab

le fro
m

 W
o

m
en

 M
ake M

o
vies (o

rd
er 

n
o

. W
9

9
59

9
).

2  D
w

o
rkin

 an
d

 S
to

lten
b

erg
 left a year later (B

o
n

n
ie N

eth
erto

n
 in

terview
). S

h
e 

identified as Lesbian and he as gay, but they w
ere together 31 years and m

arried 
in

 19
9

8 (W
ik

ip
e

d
ia).

S
O

 Y
O

U
 T

H
IN

K
 Y

O
U

 W
A

N
T

 T
O

 L
IV

E
 

IN
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y

B
a
r
b
a
r
a
 L

ie
u

S
u

n
g

 to
 th

e
 tu

n
e

 o
f “

I A
m

 th
e

 V
e

ry
 M

o
d

e
l 

o
f a

 M
o

d
e

rn
 M

a
jo

r G
e

n
e

ra
l”

 b
y

 G
ilb

e
rt &

 S
u

lliv
a

n

W
e are th

e very m
o

d
el o

f a Lesb
ian

 co
m

m
un

ity.

O
ur diff

’rences they pale w
hen w

e com
pare them

 to our unity.
W

e strive to
 keep o

ur m
eetings sho

rt b
ecause w

e value b
revity;

B
ut o

ften
 th

ey g
o

 lo
n

g
 in

 sp
ite o

f w
h

at w
e w

an
t to

 b
e

A
n

d
 w

h
en

 w
e d

isag
ree it seem

s to
 b

e w
ith

 so
m

e in
ten

sity.

W
e try o

ur b
est, b

ut m
ust co

n
fess, w

e lo
se co

n
g

en
iality.

W
e p

ractice N
V

C
1 to

 h
elp

 in
crease co

m
m

un
icatio

n
 skills.

W
e th

in
k if w

e g
et b

etter it w
ill surely h

elp
 to

 so
lve o

ur ills.

W
h

en
 reso

lutio
n

 h
ap

p
en

s, all aro
un

d
 th

e circle feel th
e th

rill.

A
n

d
 o

n
ce ag

ain
 w

e each
 co

m
m

it to
 try o

ur very b
est un

til

O
ur diff

’rences they pale w
hen w

e com
pare them

 to our unity.
W

e are th
e very m

o
d

el o
f a Lesb

ian
 co

m
m

un
ity.

A
ll: W

e are th
e very m

o
d

el o
f a w

h
at co

m
m

un
ity?

W
e are th

e very m
o

d
el o

f a w
h

at co
m

m
un

ity?

W
e are the very m

odel of a can-w
e-get-it-right com

m
unity

W
e all h

ave left o
ur p

ast b
eh

in
d

 an
d

 m
o

ved
 to

 th
is vicin

ity.

W
e hoped to find ones of like m

ind and of com
patibility.

O
ur diff

’rences they pale w
hen w

e com
pare them

 to our unity.
W

e are th
e very m

o
d

el o
f a Lesb

ian
 co

m
m

un
ity.

A
ll: O

ur diff
’rences they pale w

hen w
e com

pare them
 to our unity.

W
e are th

e very m
o

d
el o

f a Lesb
ian

 co
m

m
un

ity

1  N
on-V

iolent Com
m

unication.
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W
h

en
 th

ey fo
rm

ed
 th

e lan
d

 trust in
 19

9
9

, S
ug

arlo
af w

as alread
y 

w
ell kn

o
w

n
 in

 Lesb
ian

 circles as a w
o

n
d

erful p
lace to

 visit, a p
lace 

that had sponsored consciousness-raising groups, dream
 groups, 

w
eekly w

o
m

en
’s p

o
tlucks, an

d
 all m

an
n

er o
f activism

, esp
ecially 

th
e p

eace activism
 an

d
 so

cial justice w
ritin

g
s th

at w
ere B

arb
ara 

D
em

in
g

’s life w
o

rk, th
e d

o
m

estic vio
len

ce activism
 th

at w
as Jan

e 

V
erlain

e’s p
assio

n
, an

d
 th

e LG
B

T
 activism

 th
at B

lue Lun
d

en
 ad

d
ed

 

to
 th

e m
ix.

T
h

e statem
en

t o
f p

urp
o

se th
at still g

uid
es th

e trustees read
s:

B
arb

ara D
em

in
g

’s life an
d

 w
o

rk is th
e sp

irit an
d

 g
uid

e to
 

th
e p

urp
o

ses o
f S

ug
arlo

af W
o

m
en

’s V
illag

e. H
er d

ed
icatio

n
 

an
d

 co
n

victio
n

 th
at n

o
n

vio
len

ce as a w
ay o

f life can
 an

d
 

w
ill p

ro
m

o
te w

o
rld

 p
eace an

d
 equality in

sp
ires o

ur lives. 

H
er b

elief th
at o

n
e m

ust resist in
justice an

d
 ab

use o
f 

p
o

w
er, racial an

d
 sexual in

equalities an
d

 th
e h

eg
em

o
n

y o
f 

th
e n

uclear an
d

 m
ilitary in

d
ustrial co

m
p

lex w
ith

 lo
ve an

d
 

non-violent struggle guides our w
ork. A

s a com
m

unity w
e 

w
an

t to
 co

n
tin

ue in
 h

er trad
itio

n
 o

f d
o

in
g

 an
d

 sup
p

o
rtin

g
 

p
o

litical w
o

rk, th
e em

p
o

w
erm

en
t o

f w
o

m
en

 an
d

 activism
 

an
d

 to
 en

co
urag

e th
e activist in

 us all. W
e sh

are h
er d

ream
 

that w
im

m
in w

ill com
bine the concept of non-violence 

w
ith

 fem
in

ist p
ractice. W

e strive to
 b

uild
 th

e “b
elo

ved
 

co
m

m
un

ity” an
d

 b
rin

g
 h

er lig
h

t to
 th

e future.

W
e d

ed
icate o

ur en
d

eavo
rs to

 o
ur fo

resisters B
arb

ara 

D
em

in
g

, Jan
e V

erlain
e, R

uth
 D

ream
d

ig
g

er, an
d

 B
lue 

Lun
d

en
. M

ay w
e w

alk th
eir w

alk. 3

M
uch

 h
as ch

an
g

ed
 sin

ce B
lue d

ied
 in

 19
9

9
. T

h
e co

m
m

un
ity 

activism
 an

d
 frequen

t so
cial even

ts—
d

ream
 g

ro
up

, C
R

 g
ro

up
s—

th
at w

ere so
 m

uch
 a p

art o
f life th

ere in
 th

e 19
80s an

d
 19

9
0s are 

n
o

 lo
n

g
er, as th

e o
rg

an
izers an

d
 p

articip
an

ts h
ave d

ied
 o

r m
o

ved
 

aw
ay. B

ut th
e p

ro
p

erty is very w
ell m

ain
tain

ed
, an

d
 m

uch
 en

erg
y 

n
o

w
 g

o
es in

to
 im

p
ro

vin
g

 an
d

 up
g

rad
in

g
 visito

r acco
m

m
o

d
atio

n
s 

3  Q
uo

ted
 fro

m
 an

 un
p

ub
lish

ed
 d

o
cum

en
t at S

ug
arlo

af W
o

m
en

’s V
illag

e, p
art o

f 
th

e leg
al d

o
cum

en
tatio

n
 o

f th
e lan

d
 trust.

B
arb

ara D
em

in
g

 an
d

 Jan
e V

erlain
e in

 19
81, w

ith
 h

er life p
artn

er 

S
ky V

an
d

erlin
d

e. W
h

en
 sh

e w
as d

yin
g

 o
f can

cer in
 19

9
9

, B
lue 

Lun
d

en
 set up

 S
ug

arlo
af W

o
m

en
’s Lan

d
 Trust, In

c., to
 g

o
vern

 an
d

 

p
ro

tect 
S

ug
arlo

af 
W

o
m

en
’s 

V
illag

e. 
B

lue 
h

ad
 

in
h

erited
 

th
e 

p
ro

p
erty w

h
en

 Jan
e V

erlain
e d

ied
 in

 19
9

2, an
d

 Jan
e h

ad
 in

h
erited

 

it w
h

en
 B

arb
ara D

em
in

g
 d

ied
 in

 19
84. B

y 19
9

9
, th

e o
n

e lo
t h

ad
 

expanded to six 100 × 150 feet lots and included tw
o additional 

h
o

uses o
n

 th
e lo

ts facin
g

 th
e street b

eh
in

d
 th

e o
rig

in
al h

o
uses, 

tw
o

 g
uest co

ttag
es, a cam

p
g

ro
un

d
, an

d
 th

ree w
o

o
d

ed
 lo

ts. W
ith

in
 

th
is sp

ace, resid
en

ts an
d

 visito
rs created

 a feelin
g

 o
f p

layful 

sanctuary, w
ith profuse tropical flow

ers, orange trees, an outdoor 
sh

o
w

er un
d

er an
 o

ld
 b

an
yan

 tree, an
d

 fam
iliar h

o
use p

lan
ts 

grow
ing outside year-round in the lush shade. The undeveloped 

lo
ts p

ro
vid

e p
rim

itive cam
p

in
g

 in
 th

e p
o

iso
n

w
o

o
d

 fo
rest.

B
o

nnie N
etherto

n w
ith B

arb
ara D

em
ing d

uring the 1983 
peace w

alk fro
m

 G
ainesville to K

ey W
est.

Photo courtesy of Bonnie Netherton
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I m
et Jane [Verlaine] probably first, because she w

as involved 
w

ith
 a g

ro
up

 o
f w

o
m

en
 seekin

g
 to

 start a sh
elter fo

r b
attered

 

w
om

en. O
ur first w

ork together involved creating tem
porary 

safe h
o

uses fo
r b

attered
 w

o
m

en
. S

h
e in

vited
 m

e to
 a C

R
 g

ro
up

 at 

S
ug

arlo
af in

 th
e very late 19

70s aro
un

d
 19

78 o
r 19

79
.

R
N

: 
I’m

 w
o

n
d

e
rin

g
 a

t w
h

a
t 

p
o

in
t B

a
rb

a
ra

 a
n

d
 J

a
n

e
 b

e
g

a
n

 to
 

th
in

k
 a

b
o

u
t th

is
 a

s
 w

o
m

e
n

’s
 la

n
d

.

C
T: F

o
r m

e, th
at w

as B
lu

e! S
h

e cam
e fro

m
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk w

h
ere 

sh
e h

ad
 an

 ap
artm

en
t th

at w
as o

p
en

 to
 an

y w
o

m
an

 w
h

o
 

n
eed

ed
 to

 b
e th

ere. I th
in

k th
e n

eed
 to

 h
ave an

 o
p

en
 ap

artm
en

t 

an
d

 o
p

en
 lan

d
 sp

ran
g

 fro
m

 h
er feelin

g
 sh

e d
id

n
’t h

ave a p
lace, 

h
avin

g
 b

een
 o

rp
h

an
ed

 an
d

 raised
 [in

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s] b
y an

 au
n

t. 

S
h

e very m
u

ch
 w

an
ted

 to
 h

ave w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

, an
d

 a p
lace 

w
h

ere w
o

m
en

 co
u

ld
 feel safe, an

d
 I th

in
k sh

e w
as th

e real 

d
rivin

g
 fo

rce. B
efo

re B
lu

e cam
e, it w

as very in
tellectu

al, an
d

 

I lo
ved

 th
at—

th
e p

eo
p

le w
h

o
 cam

e th
ro

u
g

h
 h

ere w
ere p

eace 

activists fro
m

 C
h

ile an
d

 A
rg

en
tin

a, an
d

 w
riters, p

eo
p

le w
h

o
 th

is 

g
irl fro

m
 Ten

n
essee h

ad
 n

ever b
een

 exp
o

sed
 to

. B
lu

e b
ro

u
g

h
t 

a d
ifferen

t flavo
r to

 it. It w
as m

o
re ab

o
u

t co
m

m
u

n
ity w

ith
 h

er. 

N
o

t th
at B

arb
ara an

d
 Jan

e w
eren

’t ab
o

u
t co

m
m

u
n

ity, b
u

t I felt 

like B
lu

e w
as th

e o
n

e w
h

o
 b

ro
u

g
h

t th
e sen

se o
f co

m
m

u
n

ity.

B
onnie N

etherton on B
lue Lunden

W
h

en
 B

arb
ara m

et B
lue, th

ey just lo
ved

 each
 o

th
er. T

h
ey w

ere 

b
o

th
 activists, b

o
th

 in
 th

e p
eace an

d
 freed

o
m

 m
o

vem
en

t. W
h

en
 

Blue Lunden and Sky V
anD

erlinde first visited in 1981, they cam
e 

fo
r d

in
n

er an
d

 stayed
 fo

r th
ree w

eeks. B
lue an

d
 S

ky h
ad

 a little 

Teard
ro

p
 trailer th

at th
ey to

w
ed

 b
eh

in
d

 th
eir car, an

d
 th

ey stayed
 

in
 th

at. T
h

en
 B

arb
ara w

an
ted

 B
lue to

 live h
ere, an

d
 th

e h
o

use n
ext 

to
 w

h
at is n

o
w

 th
e co

m
m

un
ity h

o
use cam

e o
n

 th
e m

arket, an
d

 

B
arb

ara b
o

ug
h

t it fo
r B

lue an
d

 S
ky. S

h
e p

ut th
ree n

am
es o

n
 th

e 

d
eed

 fo
r th

e n
ew

 h
o

use: B
arb

ara, Jan
e, an

d
 B

lue. B
lue an

d
 S

ky p
aid

 

ren
t o

n
 it w

h
ile B

arb
ara w

as alive, fro
m

 ab
o

ut 19
82. T

h
e fo

llo
w

in
g

 

year, B
arb

ara b
o

ug
h

t th
e h

o
use n

ext d
o

o
r (w

h
ich

 sh
ared

 th
e sam

e 

an
d

 exp
an

d
in

g
 th

e circle o
f frien

d
s w

h
o

 are visitin
g

 m
em

b
ers o

f 

th
e co

m
m

un
ity. C

urren
t resid

en
ts are d

ed
icated

 to
 m

akin
g

 th
e 

lan
d

 availab
le to

 as m
an

y w
o

m
en

 as p
o

ssib
le.

H
ere w

e h
ave co

m
p

iled
 so

m
e o

f th
e sto

ries o
f resid

en
ts an

d
 

o
th

ers fro
m

 in
terview

s w
ith

 B
o

n
n

ie N
eth

erto
n

 an
d

 C
o

n
n

ie Tarp
ley 

reco
rd

ed
 at S

ug
arlo

af in
 2013

4 an
d

 fro
m

 m
em

o
ries co

n
trib

uted
 b

y 

frequen
t visito

rs.

B
onnie N

etherton on the Land Trust and Living on the Land
B

o
n

n
ie

 N
e

th
e

rto
n

 h
a

s
 b

e
e

n
 a

 p
e

rm
a

n
e

n
t re

s
id

e
n

t o
f S

u
g

a
rlo

a
f 

W
om

en’s Village since 2006, and she visited Sugarloaf off and on 
fro

m
 1

9
8

3
 o

n
. S

h
e

 p
a

rtic
ip

a
te

d
 in

 c
re

a
tin

g
 th

e
 S

u
g

a
rlo

a
f W

o
m

e
n

’s
 

L
a

n
d

 T
ru

s
t th

a
t to

o
k

 o
v

e
r th

e
 p

ro
p

e
rty

 a
fte

r B
lu

e
’s

 d
e

a
th

, s
e

rv
in

g
 a

s
 

one of the first trustees.

In
 19

83, I w
as m

o
vin

g
 to

 K
ey W

est fro
m

 S
t. S

im
o

n
’s Islan

d
. I h

ad
 

sto
red

 all m
y furn

iture an
d

 p
acked

 m
y car full o

f b
elo

n
g

in
g

s w
ith

 

m
y W

in
d

surfer o
n

 th
e ro

o
f. I sto

p
p

ed
 at P

ag
o

d
a [in

 S
t. A

ug
ustin

e] 

o
n

 th
e w

ay, an
d

 sp
en

t a few
 d

ays th
ere. B

arb
ara Lieu an

d
 Laven

d
er 

Lieu to
ld

 m
e I h

ad
 to

 m
eet B

arb
ara D

em
in

g
. S

o
 th

ey called
 B

arb
ara 

an
d

 g
ave m

e an
 in

tro
d

uctio
n

 to
 h

er an
d

 let h
er kn

o
w

 th
at I w

o
uld

 

b
e co

m
in

g
. W

h
en

 I g
o

t h
ere, B

arb
ara cam

e rig
h

t up
 to

 m
y car, 

lo
o

ked
 in

 th
e w

in
d

o
w

, an
d

 said
 “I b

elieve th
e G

o
d

d
ess h

as sen
t yo

u 

to
 us.” I w

asn
’t even

 o
ut o

f m
y car yet! (In

terview
 2013)

C
onnie Tarpley

C
o

n
n

ie
 T

a
rp

le
y

, w
h

o
 liv

e
s
 in

 K
e

y
 W

e
s
t, w

a
s
 o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 o

rig
in

a
l 

b
o

a
rd

 m
e

m
b

e
rs

 o
f th

e
 S

u
g

a
rlo

a
f W

o
m

e
n

’s
 L

a
n

d
 T

ru
s
t. A

lth
o

u
g

h
 s

h
e

 

d
id

 n
o

t liv
e

 a
t S

u
g

a
rlo

a
f, s

h
e

 v
is

ite
d

 o
fte

n
, a

n
d

 w
a

s
 a

 life
lo

n
g

 frie
n

d
 

o
f th

e
 a

rtis
t V

o
g

e
l (d

. 2
0

0
9

), a
n

d
 in

 a
 re

la
tio

n
s
h

ip
 w

ith
 V

o
g

e
l fro

m
 

1
9

8
2

 to
 1

9
9

5
. V

o
g

e
l liv

e
d

 a
t S

u
g

a
rlo

a
f fro

m
 a

b
o

u
t 1

9
8

4
 to

 1
9

9
9

.

4  R
ose N

orm
an interview

ed
 C

onnie Tarpley at the com
m

unity house in S
ugarloaf 

W
o

m
en

’s V
illag

e o
n

 N
o

vem
b

er 7, 2013. In
 ad

d
itio

n
 to

 o
ver n

in
e h

o
urs o

f reco
rd

ed
 

in
terview

s th
at R

o
se N

o
rm

an
 co

n
d

ucted
 w

ith
 B

o
n

n
ie N

eth
erto

n
 at S

ug
arlo

af 
W

o
m

en
’s V

illag
e, N

o
vem

b
er 4–7, 2013, th

is essay d
raw

s o
n

 B
o

n
n

ie’s p
o

stin
g

s 
ab

o
ut S

ug
arlo

af to
 th

e Lan
d

d
ykes o

n
lin

e d
iscussio

n
 g

ro
up

 in
 2012.
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o
ut as a p

eace activist an
d

 a ch
am

p
io

n
 o

f civil rig
h

ts. T
h

ere is n
o

 

doubt that she w
as a Lesbian-fem

inist activist. I believe that the 
co

m
m

un
ity w

as h
er d

ream
, b

ut I p
erso

n
ally b

elieve th
at h

er fo
cus 

w
as o

n
 th

e larg
er co

m
m

un
ity, th

e w
o

rld
. I b

eg
an

 to
 h

ear th
e d

ream
 

o
f th

e S
ug

arlo
af C

o
m

m
un

ity talked
 ab

o
ut m

o
re after B

lue arrived
. 

To
 m

e th
e co

m
m

un
ity ap

p
eared

 to
 co

m
e alive after B

lue, C
laud

ia, 

an
d

 X
ylen

a arrived
. T

h
ere’s a certain

 sp
irit to

 it [co
m

m
un

ity], an
d

 

o
n

e is in
tellectual. T

h
e o

th
er is a sp

irit th
at d

o
es n

o
t exclud

e th
e 

in
tellectual b

ut em
b

races all exp
ressio

n
s o

f stro
n

g
 w

o
m

en
, a sp

irit 

th
at b

ro
ug

h
t everyo

n
e to

g
eth

er, th
at g

o
t th

in
g

s g
o

in
g

. O
ut o

f th
is 

sp
ran

g
 so

m
e strife, b

ut I th
in

k th
at w

as a n
ecessary p

art o
f g

ro
w

th
. 

T
h

ere w
as a p

erio
d

 o
f tim

e, it seem
ed

 to
 m

e, w
h

en
 th

e co
m

m
un

ity 

w
as just w

o
m

en
 livin

g
 in

 sep
arate h

o
uses, an

d
 th

at d
o

esn
’t m

ean
 

there w
asn’t som

e com
m

unity going on, just a diff
erent type of 

co
m

m
un

ity.

B
arb

ara D
em

in
g

 w
as w

o
n

d
erful, a d

eep
, d

eep
 listen

er. In
 

th
at w

ay, sh
e w

as very m
uch

 a co
m

m
un

ity p
erso

n
. I th

in
k th

at’s 

so
m

eth
in

g
 

th
at 

B
lue 

sh
ared

 
w

ith
 

h
er. W

h
en

 
sh

e 
turn

ed
 

h
er 

atten
tio

n
 to

 yo
u, yo

u really felt h
eard

 an
d

 valued
.

B
onnie N

etherton and C
orky C

ulver on B
lue Lunden, R

uth 
D

ream
digger, and the U

nitarian U
niversalist C

hurch
B

onnie: B
lue an

d
 R

uth
 w

ere b
o

th
 active in

 th
e U

n
itarian

 

U
n

iversalist ch
urch

 h
ere, an

d
 at th

at tim
e it d

id
n

’t h
ave a m

in
ister, 

so
 co

n
g

reg
atio

n
 m

em
b

ers led
 w

h
atever services th

ey h
ad

. T
h

at 

co
n

g
reg

atio
n

 w
as a p

latfo
rm

 fo
r B

lue, o
n

e th
at sh

e en
jo

yed
. I 

th
in

k sh
e started

 d
o

in
g

 th
at after R

uth
 m

o
ved

 h
ere.

C
orky: I w

en
t to

 o
n

e o
f th

o
se U

U
 sessio

n
s th

at B
lue d

id
 o

n
 

w
o

m
en

’s sp
irituality. It w

as in
cred

ib
le. S

h
e talked

 ab
o

ut h
o

w
 m

uch
 

it m
ean

t to
 h

er to
 h

ear th
e n

am
e o

f a g
o

d
d

ess, h
avin

g
 co

m
e fro

m
 

a trad
itio

n
 o

f o
n

ly m
ale g

o
d

s. It w
as em

p
o

w
erin

g
 an

d
 b

eautiful. 

It valued
 w

o
m

en
 in

 an
 im

p
o

rtan
t w

ay, in
stead

 o
f m

akin
g

 th
em

 

sub
servien

t o
r d

an
g

ero
us. T

h
en

 sh
e p

assed
 o

ut to
 th

e co
n

g
reg

atio
n

 

slip
s o

f p
ap

er w
ith

 n
am

es o
f g

o
d

d
esses an

d
 a d

escrip
tio

n
 o

f th
em

, 

100 × 150 feet lot as Blue and Sky’s house) to allow
 for com

m
unity 

exp
an

sio
n

. B
lue’s visio

n
 w

as th
at it w

o
uld

 b
e a co

m
m

un
ity h

o
use 

an
d

 sp
ace fo

r visito
rs, b

ut B
arb

ara w
an

ted
 it to

 b
e ren

ted
 to

 n
ew

 

residents, as evidenced by her eff
orts to rent the house to Q

uinn 
D

ilkes an
d

 th
en

 to
 m

e. In
 th

e en
d

, b
o

th
 p

urp
o

ses cam
e ab

o
ut, w

ith
 

R
uth

 D
ream

d
ig

g
er b

eco
m

in
g

 a p
erm

an
en

t resid
en

t an
d

 m
akin

g
 

h
er sp

ace availab
le to

 visito
rs as w

ell.

B
lue alw

ays h
ad

 visito
rs in

 h
er h

o
use, to

o
. S

h
e h

ad
 th

ree 

b
ed

ro
o

m
s, so

 th
ere w

as alw
ays so

m
eo

n
e th

ere, an
d

 sh
e o

p
en

ed
 

h
er kitch

en
 to

 w
h

o
ever w

an
ted

 to
 use it. T

h
at w

as B
lue.

C
onnie Tarpley on B

arbara D
em

ing, B
lue Lunden, and 

C
om

m
unity

I kn
ew

 o
f B

arb
ara fro

m
 read

in
g

 ab
o

ut h
er in

 M
s
. M

a
g

a
z

in
e

 even
 

b
efo

re I m
et h

er at S
ug

arlo
af. I lo

ved
 B

arb
ara D

em
in

g
. I learn

ed
 

a lo
t fro

m
 h

er, m
o

st im
p

o
rtan

tly d
eep

 listen
in

g
. S

h
e turn

ed
 

h
er atten

tio
n

 to
 all w

o
m

en
, n

o
 m

atter th
eir so

cial stan
d

in
g

 o
r 

in
tellectual ab

ility o
r even

 sexual p
referen

ce. O
f co

urse, sh
e started

 

S
ugarlo

af resid
ents (l to

 r) B
lue Lund

en, 
R

uth D
ream

d
igger, and

 V
o

gel (b
efo

re 1999).

Photo courtesy of Connie Tarpley
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o
ver o

n
e at a tim

e, to
 g

ive us a little so
m

eth
in

g
. M

in
e w

as a tin
y 

w
o

o
d

en
 b

o
x fro

m
 A

m
sterd

am
.

Cybilla H
aw

k on a C
roning at Sugarloaf 6

C
y

b
illa

 
H

a
w

k
 

liv
e

d
 

in
 
S

o
u

th
 
C

e
n

tra
l 

F
lo

rid
a

 
fo

r 
m

a
n

y
 

y
e

a
rs

, 

a
n

d
 b

e
g

a
n

 v
is

itin
g

 S
u

g
a

rlo
a

f in
 th

e
 1

9
8

0
s

, a
fte

r B
a

rb
a

ra
 D

e
m

in
g

’s
 

d
e

a
th

.

T
h

ere w
as a cro

n
in

g
 at S

u
g

arlo
af th

at I atten
d

ed
 [in

 th
e early 

19
9

0
s, b

efo
re 19

9
2] w

h
en

 w
e cro

n
ed

 B
lu

e L
u

n
d

en
, Jan

e V
erlain

e, 

an
d

 R
u

th
 D

ream
d

ig
g

er. T
h

at w
h

o
le w

eeken
d

 w
e sp

en
t eith

er at 

o
n

e o
f th

eir h
o

u
ses o

r o
n

e o
f th

e b
each

es w
h

ere yo
u

 can
 cam

p
. 

T
h

ey to
ld

 th
eir life sto

ries. O
h

, m
y g

o
d

! I w
ish

 I h
ad

 a reco
rd

in
g

 

o
f th

at. E
ach

 o
n

e to
ld

 th
ese am

azin
g

 th
in

g
s th

ey’d
 d

o
n

e in
 th

eir 

lives. T
h

en
 w

e h
ad

 th
is b

ig
 feast an

d
 d

eco
rated

 B
lu

e’s h
o

u
se w

ith
 

stars th
at w

e h
u

n
g

 fro
m

 th
e ceilin

g
. A

fterw
ard

, w
e h

ad
 a ritu

al 

around a fire outdoors back of B
lue’s house. A

 night heron cam
e 

an
d

 lan
d

ed
 o

n
 th

e b
ack en

d
 o

f B
lu

e’s h
o

u
se an

d
 stayed

 fo
r th

e 

w
h

o
le cerem

o
n

y. W
e d

ecid
ed

 th
at w

as B
arb

ara [D
em

in
g

] co
m

in
g

 

to
 th

e ritu
al. I alm

o
st g

et sh
ivers rem

em
b

erin
g

 th
at, as it w

as so
 

m
ag

ical.

B
onnie N

etherton on Sally W
illow

bee
S

ally W
illo

w
b

ee h
as b

een
 a really im

p
o

rtan
t p

erso
n

 h
ere. O

n
e 

th
in

g
 sh

e co
n

trib
uted

 w
as p

uttin
g

 th
e b

ug
 in

 B
lue’s ear ab

o
ut 

fo
rm

in
g

 a lan
d

 trust. S
ally w

as a g
o

o
d

 fun
d

raiser, an
d

 sh
e raised

 

th
e m

o
n

ey to
 b

uy th
e lan

d
 acro

ss th
e street. S

h
e refused

 to
 p

ut 

th
at lo

t in
 B

lue’s n
am

e. S
h

e fo
rm

ed
 th

e lan
d

 trust w
ith

 th
at lan

d
, 

an
d

 w
h

en
 B

lue d
ied

, all o
f h

er p
ro

p
erty w

en
t in

to
 th

at lan
d

 trust. 

Blue w
as conflicted about having a land trust, but I think that in 

h
er h

eart sh
e w

an
ted

 it th
at w

ay. S
h

e w
as just afraid

 it w
o

uld
n

’t 

b
e taken

 care o
f. O

n
e tim

e sh
e said

 to
 m

e, “I’m
 afraid

 if I m
ake it a 

lan
d

 trust, th
ey’ll kick m

e o
ut!”

6
  Fro

m
 an

 in
terview

 th
at R

o
se N

o
rm

an
 d

id
 w

ith
 C

yb
illa H

aw
k o

n
 A

ug
ust 23, 

2014, in
 H

un
tsville, A

lab
am

a.

an
d

 asked
 each

 p
erso

n
 to

 stan
d

 up
 an

d
 read

 fro
m

 it in
 th

e vo
ice 

o
f th

e g
o

d
d

ess, e.g
., “I am

 D
ian

a, g
o

d
d

ess o
f th

e fo
rest. I treasure 

w
ild

life an
d

 d
eer.” It b

ro
ug

h
t tears to

 m
y eyes b

ecause it w
as in

 

a ch
urch

, an
d

 I h
ad

 th
at sam

e b
ackg

ro
un

d
 o

f feelin
g

 left o
ut, o

f 

feelin
g

 th
at th

in
g

s I valued
 like n

ature an
d

 w
o

m
en

 h
ad

 b
een

 kep
t 

o
ut o

f th
e ch

urch
 I w

en
t to

, an
d

 th
ere h

ad
 b

een
 jud

g
m

en
t an

d
 n

o
 

jo
y. A

n
d

 h
ere w

as a service in
 a ch

urch
 w

h
ere I w

as h
earin

g
 such

 

b
eautiful th

in
g

s. T
h

en
 R

uth
 D

ream
d

ig
g

er g
o

t up
 an

d
 read

 fro
m

 

N
to

zake S
h

an
g

e’s p
o

em
:

“i fo
un

d
 g

o
d

 in
 m

yself

an
d

 i lo
ved

 h
er

i loved her fiercely”

Star W
oodw

ard rem
em

bers B
arbara D

em
ing’s death

5

B
o

n
n

ie N
eth

erto
n

 to
o

k m
e to

 S
ug

arlo
af sh

o
rtly after w

e h
ad

 

b
o

th
 m

o
ved

 to
 K

ey W
est in

 ab
o

ut 19
83. I w

o
uld

 g
o

 up
 fo

r th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity m
eetin

g
/p

o
tlucks o

n
 W

ed
n

esd
ay n

ig
h

ts. A
b

o
ut a year 

after I m
o

ved
 to

 th
e K

eys, I m
o

ved
 to

 S
ug

arlo
af. B

lue h
elp

ed
 m

e 

m
ake a b

ed
ro

o
m

 o
ut o

f th
e b

ack p
o

rch
 o

f th
e co

m
m

un
ity h

o
use. 

I ch
an

g
ed

 m
y n

am
e to

 S
tar w

h
ile I w

as livin
g

 th
ere. S

ug
arlo

af is a 

fo
rm

ative p
art o

f m
y Lesb

ian
 life.

A
ro

u
n

d
 th

e tim
e I m

o
ved

 in
, B

arb
ara w

en
t to

 N
ew

 Y
o

rk C
ity 

fo
r can

cer treatm
en

ts. A
fter a few

 m
o

n
th

s, B
arb

ara m
o

ved
 

b
ack h

o
m

e, to
 d

ie. T
h

ere w
ere w

o
m

en
 fro

m
 all o

ver th
e p

lace 

com
ing to see her, to say good-bye. I rem

em
ber fam

ous 
L

esb
ian

s like M
in

n
ie B

ru
ce P

ratt an
d

 A
d

rien
n

e R
ich

 co
m

in
g

, b
u

t 

th
ere w

ere lo
ts m

o
re o

ver th
o

se th
ree w

eeks b
efo

re B
arb

ara 

d
ied

. In
 th

e last w
eek, ab

o
u

t tw
en

ty w
o

m
en

 w
ere th

ere, an
d

 

w
e w

o
u

ld
 all g

o
 o

ver to
 B

arb
ara’s h

o
u

se an
d

 cro
w

d
 in

to
 h

er tin
y 

livin
g

 ro
o

m
 an

d
 sin

g
 to

 h
er. A

t h
er req

u
est! S

p
iritu

als an
d

 p
eace 

so
n

g
s, so

m
etim

es in
 ro

u
n

d
s. S

h
e also

 asked
 a lo

t o
f u

s to
 co

m
e 

5  Em
ail from

 Star to Rose N
orm

an, 8-27-14.
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life here if she chooses, and there have actually been five w
om

en 
w

h
o

 d
id

 just th
at, w

ith
 fo

ur o
f th

em
 d

yin
g

 at h
o

m
e h

ere in
 th

eir 

o
w

n
 b

ed
s, cared

 fo
r b

y lo
vin

g
 w

o
m

en
 un

til th
e en

d
 o

f th
eir d

ays. 7 

T
h

eir sp
irits em

b
race an

d
 en

liven
 S

ug
arlo

af W
o

m
en

’s V
illag

e an
d

 

are a b
eaco

n
 fo

r th
o

se o
f us h

ere to
d

ay. I th
in

k th
ey h

elp
 us to

 stay 

in
 ap

p
reciatio

n
 m

o
d

e.

7  B
arb

ara D
em

in
g

, B
lue Lun

d
en

, R
uth

 D
ream

d
ig

g
er, an

d
 S

an
d

y H
ag

an
 d

ied
 o

n
 

th
e lan

d
. Jan

e V
erlain

e d
ied

 in
 h

o
sp

ital, b
ut h

er ash
es are in

 th
e urn

 in
 th

e p
eace 

g
ard

en
, w

ith
 th

o
se o

f B
arb

ara, B
lue, R

uth
, an

d
 o

th
ers.

A
n Ending, and a B

eginning
E

ven
 th

o
ug

h
 it d

id
 n

o
t b

eg
in

 as a Lan
d

yke co
m

m
un

ity, in
 

m
any w

ays, Sugarloaf W
om

en’s V
illage w

as the beneficiary of the 
Lan

d
yke m

o
vem

en
t b

ecause so
 m

an
y Lan

d
ykes h

ad
 visited

 th
ere 

an
d

 w
ere ab

le to
 b

rin
g

 th
eir kn

o
w

led
g

e an
d

 exp
erien

ce to
 h

elp
 

B
lue Lun

d
en

 set up
 th

e lan
d

 trust th
at h

as kep
t th

e co
m

m
un

ity 

alive to this day, w
elcom

ing Lesbians year-round, and creating a 
w

ay for Lesbians to aff
ord to live in com

m
unity. A

ccording to the 
S

ug
arlo

af w
eb

site, “T
h

e lan
d

 an
d

 h
o

uses are h
eld

 in
 trust fo

r all 

Lesb
ian

s, an
d

 all w
o

m
en

 are w
elco

m
e to

 visit. A
n

y Lesb
ian

 can
 

apply for resid
ency” (sugarloafw

om
ensvillage.co

m
/H

erstory.htm
l).

To
d

ay th
e lan

d
 h

as fo
ur p

erm
an

en
t resid

en
ts. R

ita O
tis an

d
 

Bridget Lynch are a couple w
ho live in the tw

o-story house, the 
house that A

ndrea D
w

orkin first lived in. In sum
m

er 2014, Bonnie 
N

eth
erto

n
 m

o
ved

 fro
m

 th
e h

o
use w

h
ere B

arb
ara D

em
in

g
 an

d
 

Jan
e V

erlain
e (an

d
 later S

an
d

y H
ag

an) lived
, to

 th
e h

o
use w

h
ere 

Blue Lunden lived, next to the com
m

unity house. A
 brand-new

 
resid

en
t, C

o
rrie G

arn
et, n

o
w

 lives in
 w

h
at is still kn

o
w

n
 as “B

arb
ara 

an
d

 Jan
e’s h

o
use.”

A
ll fo

ur o
f th

e p
erm

an
en

t resid
en

ts serve o
n

 th
e b

o
ard

 o
f th

e 

lan
d

 trust, p
lus fo

ur o
th

er trustees. B
o

n
n

ie N
eth

erto
n

 keep
s up

 

w
ith

 th
e S

ug
arlo

af W
o

m
en

’s V
illag

e em
ail an

d
 w

eb
site (w

w
w

.

sug
arlo

afw
o

m
en

svillag
e.co

m
), 

m
akes 

visito
r 

reservatio
n

s, 
an

d
 

w
elco

m
es visito

rs to
 th

e p
ro

p
erty. T

h
e n

um
b

er o
f an

n
ual visito

rs 

h
as in

creased
 fro

m
 6

0 in
 2010, to

 80 in
 2011, 105 in

 2012, 135 in
 

2013, an
d

 145 in
 2014.

B
onnie N

etherton on Sugarloaf’s U
niqueness

S
ug

arlo
af is un

iq
ue in

 th
at w

e exist in
 th

e Flo
rid

a K
eys, w

h
ich

 is 

a m
ag

n
et fo

r visito
rs. B

ecause o
f th

is, it h
as b

eco
m

e very exp
en

sive 

to
 live o

r visit h
ere. W

e p
ro

vid
e a p

lace w
h

ere w
o

m
en

 can
 live an

d
 

visit very reaso
n

ab
ly an

d
 co

m
fo

rtab
ly. M

o
st visito

rs are g
rateful 

fo
r th

e o
p

p
o

rtun
ity to

 sp
en

d
 so

m
e tim

e h
ere, an

d
 curren

t resid
en

ts 

are very g
rateful to

 h
ave a h

o
m

e h
ere. A

 resid
en

t can
 live o

ut h
er 
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ch
an

tin
g

 th
e n

am
es o

f th
e g

o
d

d
ess, o

utsid
e in

 th
e n

ig
h

t w
ith

o
ut 

fear. R
eturn

in
g

 to
 th

e an
cien

t g
o

d
d

ess, return
in

g
 to

 th
e earth

, w
e 

felt alive an
d

 w
h

o
le.

Like so
 m

an
y fem

in
ists at th

e tim
e, w

e strug
g

led
 w

ith
 race an

d
 

class co
n

scio
usn

ess, an
d

 th
ese m

isun
d

erstan
d

in
g

s b
ro

ke up
 th

e 

co
llective. Jes an

d
 I left th

e co
llective in

 th
e fall o

f 19
83, h

an
d

in
g

 

o
ver th

e lan
d

 an
d

 $2000 o
f Jes’ n

ew
 in

h
eritan

ce. W
e clim

b
ed

 in
 

our truck and took off
 to visit friends and faraw

ay Lesbian lands. 
E

ven
tually, th

e g
ro

up
 d

isb
an

d
ed

, an
d

 resp
o

n
sib

ility fo
r th

e lan
d

 

p
aym

en
ts cam

e b
ack to

 m
e.

S
P

IR
A

L w
as th

e last sto
p

 o
f o

ur 19
83 trip

. It w
as a p

ristin
e lan

d
, 

about 250 acres w
ith three fields totaling about five acres, but 

m
o

stly w
o

o
d

s. T
h

e farm
ers w

h
o

 p
revio

usly o
w

n
ed

 it h
ad

 g
ro

w
n

 

to
b

acco
 an

d
 so

yb
ean

s, an
d

 lo
g

g
ed

 th
e w

o
o

d
s. T

h
ey cut trees 

ab
o

ut every ten
 years, treatin

g
 th

e w
o

o
d

s as a cro
p

, so
 th

ere h
ad

 

b
een

 n
o

 clear cuttin
g

, an
d

 th
e trees w

ith
 real ch

aracter (tw
isted

, 

o
r w

ith
 lo

w
er b

ran
ch

es, o
r h

o
llo

w
) w

ere left to
 live o

ut th
eir lives.

T
h

e o
rig

in
al S

P
IR

A
L co

llective fo
rm

ed
 in

 19
80 an

d
 g

rew
 to

 

about tw
enty-five w

om
en at the tim

e they bought this piece, 
fo

r $50,000 in
 19

81. Lucin
a (a n

urse) w
en

t w
ith

 th
e o

n
ly o

th
er 

w
o

m
an

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 a resp

ectab
le jo

b
, to

 g
et th

e b
an

k lo
an

. T
h

e d
o

w
n

 

paym
ent cam

e from
 fund-raising, like selling “M

om
m

a Corn” at 
th

e M
ich

ig
an

 W
o

m
yn

’s Festival.

B
rin

g
in

g
 th

e d
ream

 in
to

 th
e p

h
ysical caused

 h
ug

e stresses, an
d

 

m
ost of the w

im
m

in drifted aw
ay. Som

e had diffi
culty w

ith the 
co

n
cep

t o
f “o

w
n

ersh
ip

” o
f th

e lan
d

, w
h

en
 M

o
th

er E
arth

 is w
h

o
le 

unto herself. A
 core group of three to five w

as trying to hang onto 
th

e p
o

ssib
ility o

f o
w

n
ersh

ip
, as p

aym
en

ts b
allo

o
n

ed
 w

ith
 fo

urteen
 

p
ercen

t in
terest. W

h
en

 Jes an
d

 I d
ecid

ed
 to

 b
eco

m
e a p

art o
f 

S
P

IR
A

L in
 19

85, w
e used

 th
e m

o
n

ey fro
m

 th
e sale o

f Turtlelan
d

 to
 

h
elp

 b
rin

g
 d

o
w

n
 th

e p
rin

cip
al.

Jes an
d

 I sp
en

t o
ur vacatio

n
 tim

e each
 sp

rin
g

 at S
P

IR
A

L. M
ary’s 

h
o

use w
as b

ein
g

 b
uilt, th

en
 Jo

y’s, an
d

 th
ere w

ere o
ccasio

n
al 

m
eetings of about ten w

om
en. Jes and I finally m

oved to Kentucky 

S
P

IR
A

L
: S

P
IR

IT
E

D
, P

O
W

E
R

F
U

L
, 

IN
D

E
P

E
N

D
E

N
T, R

A
D

IC
A

L
 A

M
A

Z
O

N
 

L
E

S
B

IA
N

S

K
a
t
e
 E

llis
o
n

W
hen I visited SPIRA

L in rural south-central Kentucky w
ith 

m
y partner Jes for the first tim

e in 1983, M
ary and Lucina 

w
ere livin

g
 in

 a farm
h

o
use n

ext to
 th

e lan
d

. It w
as a ch

illy O
cto

b
er 

d
ay, w

ith
 a m

ist th
at n

ever seem
ed

 to
 lift. W

h
ile M

ary an
d

 Lucin
a 

w
ere at w

o
rk, w

e w
alked

 th
e o

ld
 ro

ad
 in

to
 S

P
IR

A
L so

akin
g

 in
 th

e 

silen
ce, th

e ro
cky ro

ug
h

 terrain
, th

e sw
eet m

o
un

tain
 sp

rin
g

. T
h

ere 

w
as a log cabin, w

ith a m
assive rock fireplace and hand-hew

n 
ch

estn
ut lo

g
s steep

ed
 in

 h
isto

ry. A
cro

ss th
e ro

ad
 w

as a p
o

le b
arn

, 

sm
ellin

g
 fain

tly o
f th

e to
b

acco
 leaves th

at h
ad

 b
een

 h
un

g
 th

ere 

every year. If yo
u w

alked
 lo

n
g

 en
o

ug
h

, up
 th

e steep
 lo

g
g

in
g

 ro
ad

 

h
ug

g
in

g
 th

e rid
g

e, yo
u cam

e to
 P

in
e K

n
o

b
s, a ro

ck o
utcro

p
p

in
g

 

w
ith

 a vista o
f fo

rest fo
r m

iles aro
un

d
, n

o
th

in
g

 else.

Jes and I w
ere traveling cross-country, recovering from

 our first 
attem

p
t to

 create w
im

m
in

’s lan
d

, an
d

 th
e d

eath
 o

f Jes’ fath
er. In

 

19
78, I b

o
ug

h
t tw

en
ty acres in

 R
ap

p
ah

an
n

o
ck C

o
un

ty, n
o

rth
ern

 

V
irginia, w

ith tw
o other w

om
en in order to start a N

ew
-A

ge 
o

rg
an

izatio
n

 fo
r p

ro
tectin

g
 ch

ild
ren

. O
n

ly an
 h

o
ur o

ut o
f D

C
, th

is 

w
as seclud

ed
 w

o
o

d
lan

d
, w

ith
 access to

 a p
aved

 ro
ad

, an
d

 a creek 

alo
n

g
 o

n
e b

o
rd

er. W
h

en
 th

e o
th

ers d
ro

p
p

ed
 o

ut, I co
n

tin
ued

 to
 

m
ake p

aym
en

ts, an
d

 in
 th

e sp
rin

g
 o

f 19
81, m

y frien
d

 Lyn
n

 asked
 

if sh
e an

d
 P

h
en

ix co
uld

 cam
p

 o
ut o

n
 th

at lan
d

. I said
, “sure—

it 

m
ust b

e tim
e to

 start a n
ew

 lan
d

 co
llective.” T

h
ey set up

 ten
ts an

d
 

a cam
pfire, and a group of five w

om
en cam

e together to form
 

“Turtlelan
d

,” b
ecause P

h
en

ix, p
art N

ative A
m

erican
, to

ld
 o

f a 

trad
itio

n
 th

at w
h

en
 tw

o
 w

o
m

en
 m

ake lo
ve, a turtle is b

o
rn

.

S
o

m
e o

f u
s w

ere m
em

b
ers o

f a D
ian

ic co
ven

 called
 C

ircle 

o
f Isis, and

 held
 cerem

o
nies there w

henever po
ssib

le. A
 gro

up o
f 

ten to fifteen w
om

en could be free to drum
 and dance naked, 
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an
d

 ch
icken

s. W
e all w

o
rked

 o
n

 th
e S

tar H
ut, usin

g
 a kit to

 create 

a five-sided geodesic dom
e. Bo w

orked m
ostly by herself to 

create a six-sided, tw
o-story hom

e, w
ith w

ater catchm
ent high 

en
o

ug
h

 th
at it co

uld
 run

 to
 th

e sin
k fo

r w
ash

in
g

. S
usan

 b
uilt h

er 

h
o

m
e o

rg
an

ically w
ith

 ro
cks sh

e co
llected

, an
d

 cem
en

t sh
e m

ixed
. 

Jo
y’s h

o
use w

as as m
uch

 o
utsid

e d
eck as in

sid
e sp

ace. A
ll h

ad
 b

ig
, 

south-facing w
indow

s and no need for curtains.
To

g
eth

er, w
e b

uilt h
o

uses an
d

 ro
ad

s, sh
arin

g
 an

d
 learn

in
g

 

skills th
at usually o

n
ly m

en
 co

uld
 acquire. W

e d
id

 all th
e cem

en
t 

w
ork, carpentry, w

iring, plum
bing, and roofing. Chain saw

s, 
circular saw

s, lad
d

ers, a tracto
r—

th
ese w

ere o
ur o

w
n

 to
o

ls, an
d

 w
e 

relish
ed

 th
eir use. W

e d
rew

 p
lan

s, m
ixed

 co
n

crete, fram
ed

 w
alls; 

w
e raised

 several h
o

uses fro
m

 g
ro

un
d

 to
 ro

o
f. M

y h
o

use w
as tw

o
 

sto
ries, w

ith
 fo

ur b
ed

ro
o

m
s, fo

r m
e, Jes, Lo

ret, an
d

 a g
uest. It w

as 

slo
w

, b
ut I en

jo
yed

 it m
o

re th
an

 an
y jo

b
 I’ve h

ad
. B

uild
in

g
 b

ro
ug

h
t 

a g
reat sen

se o
f p

rid
e an

d
 acco

m
p

lish
m

en
t, an

d
 ch

allen
g

ed
 

stereo
typ

es o
f w

o
m

en
’s w

o
rk.

W
o

rkin
g

 to
g

eth
er o

n
 m

y h
o

use m
ean

t I w
as in

 ch
arg

e th
at d

ay. 

W
o

rkin
g

 to
g

eth
er o

n
 M

ary’s h
o

use m
ean

t sh
e w

as in
 ch

arg
e. W

e 

sh
ared

, listen
ed

, yelled
, cried

, an
d

 so
m

etim
es w

alked
 aw

ay. B
ut 

th
e h

o
uses w

e b
uilt are still stan

d
in

g
.

M
ary’s h

o
use is really tall, w

ith
 a g

arag
e b

elo
w

 tw
o

 sto
ries o

f 

livin
g

 sp
ace. It is an

ch
o

red
 an

d
 w

arm
ed

 o
n

 th
e so

uth
 sid

e b
y a 

g
reen

h
o

use, an
d

 h
as a cistern

, a w
ell, an

d
 a ced

ar h
o

t tub
 h

eated
 

w
ith w

ood. H
er house overlooks the largest field, and there she 

began farm
ing, eventually creating a CSA

, w
here she had LN

R-
fun

d
ed

 ap
p

ren
tices. 1 S

h
e w

as a m
ech

an
ic, an

 o
rg

an
ic farm

er, an
d

 

a b
uild

er.

Travelers cam
e to

 visit, m
o

stly yo
un

g
 d

ykes, b
rin

g
in

g
 n

ew
s an

d
 

n
ew

 id
eas fro

m
 o

th
er co

m
m

un
ities. It w

as in
tellectually stim

ulatin
g

 

1  C
o

m
m

un
ity S

up
p

o
rted

 A
g

riculture: C
S

A
 sub

scrib
ers p

ay at th
e o

n
set o

f th
e 

g
ro

w
in

g
 seaso

n
 fo

r a sh
are o

f th
e an

ticip
ated

 h
arvest; o

n
ce h

arvestin
g

 b
eg

in
s, 

th
ey receive w

eekly sh
ares o

f veg
etab

les, fru
it, h

erb
s, flo

w
ers, etc. L

N
R

 is 
L

esb
ian

 N
atu

ral R
eso

u
rces (see sto

ry p
. 173).

in
 19

88, w
ith

 a sen
se th

at leavin
g

 th
e city w

as leavin
g

 p
atriarch

y 

b
eh

in
d

, em
b

arkin
g

 o
n

 a co
m

p
letely n

ew
 fem

ale existen
ce. It w

as 

very p
h

ysically d
em

an
d

in
g

 to
 live th

ere, even
 w

ith
 electricity an

d
 

o
ccasio

n
ally run

n
in

g
 w

ater. W
e h

eated
 w

ith
 w

o
o

d
, an

d
 th

ere w
ere 

no flush toilets. The land, so rugged, w
as not very accessible at all.

B
uyin

g
 lan

d
, creatin

g
 a structure b

o
th

 leg
al an

d
 co

llective, 

consum
ed the first several years of SPIRA

L’s existence. Building 
h

o
uses, sh

ed
s, an

d
 ro

ad
s to

o
k m

an
y m

o
re years. Fin

d
in

g
 w

ays to
 

h
ave an

 in
co

m
e even

 lo
n

g
er. O

ver tim
e, ab

o
ut th

irty w
im

m
in

’s 

lives to
uch

ed
 at S

P
IR

A
L, w

ith
 ab

o
ut ten

 w
h

o
 stayed

 fo
r p

erio
d

s o
f 

years. E
ven

tually, o
n

 O
cto

b
er 25, 19

9
1, th

e m
o

rtg
ag

e w
as fully 

p
aid

, an
d

 S
P

IR
A

L b
elo

n
g

ed
 to

 o
ur lan

d
 trust.

By 1994, various w
im

m
in had built (but not all finished) seven 

h
o

uses, b
o

th
 larg

e an
d

 sm
all. Tw

o
 w

im
m

in
 b

uilt at th
e ro

ad
’s steep

 

en
d

, in
stallin

g
 so

lar p
an

els fo
r electricity. Lia learn

ed
 w

irin
g

 an
d

 

b
attery in

stallatio
n

, an
d

 G
in

a b
ro

u
g

h
t h

er h
o

rse, so
m

e g
o

ats, 

M
ary H

oelterhoff driving the 1949 Ford tractor Kate brought to SPIRA
L. M

ary 
used

 the tractor to
 grad

e the ro
ad

 and
 create gard

ens. S
he had

 the front b
ucket 

added. M
ary, Kate, and a few

 others used it to bushhog the fields.

Photo courtesy of Kate Ellison
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in a m
an for a job w

e could eventually figure out how
 to do 

o
urselves. W

e co
u

ld
 b

e in
 ch

arg
e o

f o
u

r lives an
d

 take co
n

tro
l o

f 

a situ
atio

n
 if w

e n
eed

ed
 to

. It w
as th

rillin
g

. T
h

e lo
cal p

eo
p

le w
ere 

hard-pressed to take in w
hat w

e m
eant. O

ur neighbors, farm
ers 

w
h

o
 h

ad
 rarely left th

e co
un

ty, w
ere am

azed
. “T

h
e p

erso
n

al is 

p
o

litical,” fem
in

ism
 said

, an
d

 fo
r us th

at m
ean

t livin
g

 w
ith

o
ut th

e 

sm
o

th
erin

g
 p

ro
tectio

n
 o

f m
en

, valu
in

g
 each

 o
th

er, an
d

 seein
g

 

th
e sacred

 fem
in

in
e in

 every tree an
d

 stream
.

W
e tried

 to
 en

sure th
at every w

o
m

yn
’s vo

ice w
as h

eard
, an

d
 

th
at w

e co
uld

 all sup
p

o
rt th

e d
ecisio

n
s w

e m
ad

e. W
ith

 alm
o

st n
o

 

exp
erien

ce, m
eetin

g
s w

ere very lo
n

g
, ard

uo
us even

ts. Fem
in

ist 

p
ro

cess w
as crucial to

 reco
verin

g
 o

ur vo
ices, th

e n
ew

 id
ea th

at 

each w
om

yn w
as im

portant. Consensus decision-m
aking w

orked 
fo

r a n
um

b
er o

f years, alth
o

ug
h

 so
m

etim
es w

e h
ad

 to
 call in

 

m
ed

iato
rs.

W
e w

an
ted

 th
e co

m
m

un
ity to

 g
ro

w
, an

d
 so

ug
h

t n
ew

 m
em

b
ers, 

w
h

ile kn
o

w
in

g
 it w

as a h
ug

e d
ecisio

n
 to

 leave city an
d

 jo
b

 fo
r 

essen
tially th

e un
kn

o
w

n
. O

n
e o

f th
e sm

all cab
in

s w
e b

uilt w
as 

d
esig

n
ated

 “th
e R

E
M

” fo
r R

esid
en

t E
xp

lo
rin

g
 M

em
b

ersh
ip

, an
d

 

also
 rap

id
 eye m

o
vem

en
t, th

e d
ream

 state. A
 n

ew
co

m
er co

uld
 

stay o
n

 th
e lan

d
 th

ro
ug

h
 th

e fo
ur seaso

n
s, exp

erien
ce th

e life, an
d

 

d
ream

 ab
o

ut h
o

w
 an

d
 w

h
ere sh

e w
o

uld
 b

uild
. W

e n
eed

ed
 h

er to
 

sp
en

d
 so

m
e tim

e w
ith

 us, g
ettin

g
 to

 kn
o

w
 each

 w
o

m
yn

, b
efo

re 

em
b

arkin
g

 o
n

 w
h

at w
e h

o
p

ed
 w

o
uld

 b
e a lifetim

e co
m

m
itm

en
t. 

P
ro

b
ab

ly a d
o

zen
 w

o
m

en
 en

tered
 th

is p
ro

cess, leavin
g

 b
efo

re th
e 

year w
as up

.

E
ven

tually, I cam
e to

 realize th
at yo

u co
uld

n
’t really w

alk o
ut 

o
n

 p
atriarch

y. It’s in
sid

e us. T
h

e w
ays th

at w
e h

ad
 b

een
 b

elittled
, 

o
r n

o
t ap

p
reciated

 as w
h

o
le h

um
an

 b
ein

g
s, th

e w
ays th

at w
e 

w
ere m

istreated
 g

ro
w

in
g

 up
; w

e b
ro

ug
h

t all th
at w

ith
 us to

 th
e 

lan
d

. S
o

 w
e h

ad
 th

e sam
e kin

d
 o

f p
o

w
er strug

g
les, eg

o
 trip

s, an
d

 

m
isun

d
erstan

d
in

g
s th

at everyo
n

e else h
as. W

e w
eren

’t th
at g

reat 

at risin
g

 ab
o

ve o
ur b

ackg
ro

un
d

s, b
ut w

e n
ever ab

an
d

o
n

ed
 th

e 

p
ro

cess o
f listen

in
g

 to
 each

 o
th

er an
d

 sp
eakin

g
 o

ur truth
s.

in
 o

ur relative iso
latio

n
, an

d
 th

ey w
ere g

en
erally eag

er to
 h

elp
 

w
ith the building and farm

ing projects. They often self-identified 
as separatist, w

hich SPIRA
L residents did not. W

e w
alked a fine 

line, finding w
hat w

e could in com
m

on w
ith local farm

ers, w
hile 

takin
g

 p
rid

e in
 all w

e d
id

 w
ith

o
ut relyin

g
 o

n
 m

en
. Fo

r m
e, 

sep
aratists h

o
n

ed
 a h

ard
 ed

g
e, p

ure in
 id

eo
lo

g
y, yet h

o
stile to

 

o
th

er p
o

in
ts o

f view
. E

very visito
r w

as w
elco

m
ed

 w
ith

 a p
o

tluck 

an
d

 lo
n

g
 d

iscussio
n

s th
at m

ig
h

t b
e co

n
ten

tio
us, an

d
 w

ere alw
ays 

in
terestin

g
.

Living in the country, far from
 any city, as a group of self-

suffi
cient w

om
en, w

as a radical act. It w
as anathem

a to call 

K
ate E

lliso
n w

orking w
ith circular saw

 
on o

ne o
f the houses at S

P
IR

A
L.

Photo courtesy of Kate Ellison
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up
 sup

p
lies an

d
 d

eliver h
am

m
o

cks? W
h

o
 co

uld
 use w

h
at sup

p
lies 

o
n

 w
h

at sch
ed

ule? W
e w

ere p
aid

 $17 an
d

 ch
an

g
e p

er h
am

m
o

ck, an
d

 

w
e kep

t track o
f o

ur h
o

urs, estim
atin

g
 tw

o
 h

o
urs p

er h
am

m
o

ck. 

T
h

e ag
reem

en
t o

n
 h

o
w

 to
 p

ay o
urselves to

o
k m

o
n

th
s o

f m
eetin

g
s.

W
e each cam

e from
 diff

erent backgrounds and had diff
ering 

relatio
n

sh
ip

s w
ith

 m
o

n
ey an

d
 view

s to
w

ard
 sh

arin
g

 an
y reso

urce. 

Sharing our financial fate created the very w
orst fights. W

e 
cam

e fro
m

 n
uclear fam

ilies, b
ut w

e tried
 to

 live an
d

 w
o

rk in
 an

 

egalitarian, tribal, non-patriarchal w
ay. W

e w
ere fierce in our 

id
ealism

 an
d

 strug
g

led
 to

 m
ake o

ur d
ream

s a reality.

H
o

lly N
ear talked

 ab
o

ut w
im

m
in

 w
h

o
 w

ere “cultural w
o

rkers,” 

an
d

 sh
e m

ain
ly m

ean
t th

e w
o

rk o
f creatin

g
 fem

in
ist art an

d
 m

usic. 

I th
in

k Lan
d

ykes are cultural w
o

rkers, creato
rs o

f a n
ew

 w
ay o

f life, 

livin
g

 fem
in

ism
 in

 d
aily life. I h

ave said
 w

e failed
, b

ecause w
e co

uld
 

n
o

t sustain
 th

e strug
g

le. T
h

e p
ro

ject g
rew

 creatively fo
r m

o
re th

an
 

tw
o

 d
ecad

es.  O
ur listin

g
 in

 
S

h
e

w
o

lf’s
 
D

ire
c

to
ry n

o
w

 says “Fo
r 

S
ale.”

N
o

 o
n

e at S
P

IR
A

L h
ad

 m
uch

 m
o

n
ey, an

d
 w

ith
 few

 excep
tio

n
s, 

w
e w

ere unsuccessful finding w
ork in tow

n. W
e joined the food co-

op (buying club) w
ith the local back-to-the-land hippies, m

eeting 
th

e Fro
n

tier C
o

o
p

 truck at th
e to

w
n

’s arm
o

ry o
n

ce a m
o

n
th

. Jes 

an
d

 I sp
en

t o
ur savin

g
s o

n
 b

uild
in

g
 m

aterials, an
d

 Jes w
as ab

le to
 

w
ork as a hom

e-health nurse (LPN
) w

hile I w
as building our house 

(w
ith

 n
um

ero
us visito

rs an
d

 co
m

m
un

ity m
em

b
ers). M

ary sp
en

t 

m
o

st g
ro

w
in

g
 seaso

n
s w

o
rkin

g
 in

 h
er fath

er’s n
ursery in

 sub
urb

an
 

C
h

icag
o

, w
en

t to
 co

lleg
e, an

d
 b

eg
an

 h
er C

S
A

. Jo
y h

eld
 a n

um
b

er 

o
f so

cial w
o

rk jo
b

s, w
en

t b
ack to

 sch
o

o
l, an

d
 even

tually return
ed

 

to
 th

e city. Jes an
d

 I d
evelo

p
ed

 a b
usin

ess b
ased

 o
n

 h
er skill as 

an
 h

erb
al h

ealer, an
d

 th
e h

erb
al tin

ctures w
e m

ad
e. To

rii taug
h

t 

R
eiki. B

o
, S

usan
, an

d
 m

o
st o

f th
e o

th
er R

E
M

s survived
 o

n
 very 

little m
oney, often from

 arts and crafts. Bo and I learned rag-rug 
w

eavin
g

 o
n

 b
o

rro
w

ed
 lo

o
m

s. Fo
r ab

o
ut a year, so

m
e o

f us w
ere 

p
art o

f a craft sto
re in

 th
e clo

sest to
w

n
, sellin

g
 o

ur o
w

n
 an

d
 o

th
er 

p
eo

p
le’s “crafts.” G

in
a an

d
 I b

eg
an

 clean
in

g
 h

o
uses an

d
 m

o
w

in
g

 

law
n

s aro
un

d
 19

9
8, an

d
 R

E
M

s A
m

b
er an

d
 A

n
n

ie jo
in

ed
 us fo

r a 

w
h

ile.

The H
oly G

rail for this self-suffi
cient rem

ote com
m

unity w
as 

alw
ays a cottage industry that could m

ake living here financially 
feasib

le. A
 h

am
m

o
ck b

usin
ess b

ro
ug

h
t us th

is o
p

p
o

rtun
ity. Tw

in
 

O
aks C

o
m

m
un

ity in
 V

irg
in

ia h
ad

 th
e n

atio
n

al co
n

tract w
ith

 P
ier 

O
n

e 
to

 
m

ake 
th

o
usan

d
s 

o
f 

h
am

m
o

cks, 
an

d
 

h
ad

 
d

evelo
p

ed
 

effi
cient tools and m

ethods they w
anted to share w

ith other 
in

ten
tio

n
al co

m
m

un
ities. T

h
eir resid

en
ts, tired

 o
f m

akin
g

 so
 m

an
y 

h
am

m
o

cks, w
ere eag

er to
 sup

p
ly, train

, an
d

 p
ay us to

 d
o

 th
is 

w
o

rk. Jo
y h

ad
 m

o
ved

 aw
ay years earlier, an

d
 w

ith
 h

er p
erm

issio
n

, 

“th
e Jo

y H
o

use” b
ecam

e h
am

m
o

ck cen
tral. W

e each
 learn

ed
 all 

th
e skills, b

ut it w
as faster to

 m
ake m

an
y o

f th
e sam

e p
art at 

o
n

ce. S
o

m
e w

ere d
raw

n
 to

 w
eavin

g
, so

m
e h

arn
ess m

akin
g

, so
m

e 

p
uttin

g
 it all to

g
eth

er, etc.

S
h

ared
 w

o
rk, sh

ared
 in

co
m

e—
it w

as a d
ream

 co
m

e true th
at 

b
ecam

e a n
ig

h
tm

are. H
o

w
 to

 p
ay fo

r th
e trip

 to
 Tw

in
 O

aks to
 p

ick 



82   
    Sinister W

isdom
 98 - L

a
n

d
y

k
e

s
 o

f th
e

 S
o

u
th

Fall 2015    
   83

 
C

h
o

ice lies in
 th

e p
ast:

 
B

o
th

 o
f us h

ave b
irth

ed

 
d

ream
s stillb

o
rn

 
o

r reco
g

n
ized

 erro
r an

d
 ab

o
rted

.

N
o

w
 th

is d
ream

 co
m

es to
 term

.

M
id

w
ives to

 each
 o

th
er,

w
e are dream

-coach, healer, crone
 

T
R

E
M

O
R

S
—

b
reath

e d
eep

 
C

O
N

T
R

A
C

T
IO

N
S

—
b

ear d
o

w
n

 
CO

N
TRA

D
ICTIO

N
S—

keep flow
ing

T
h

e b
irth

 can
al o

p
en

s.

D
ream

ch
ild

, E
M

E
R

G
E

yo
ur m

o
m

en
t is N

O
W

.

D
R

E
A

M
IN

G

K
a
t
e
 E

llis
o
n

O
n

 th
e

 o
c

c
a

s
io

n
 o

f fa
llin

g
 in

 lo
v

e
, le

a
v

in
g

 th
e

 c
ity

, 

a
n

d
 m

o
v

in
g

 to
 w

o
m

y
n

’s
 la

n
d

, 2
-1

9
-8

8
.

I reach
ed

 o
ut

fro
m

 m
y safe, lo

n
ely sh

elter
to

 to
uch

 
N

E
W

N
E

S
S

:
 

W
o

n
d

erin
g

, o
p

en
in

g
,

 
I cam

e to
 em

b
race yo

u.

 
O

ur w
o

m
b

sp
ace b

ecam
e fertile

 
w

ith
 th

e o
va o

f o
ur d

ream
s

Elephant-like,
th

e g
estatio

n
 o

f h
o

p
e

lum
b

ered
 o

ut o
f tim

e
to

w
ard

 b
irth

W
e p

rep
ared

 a sp
iral n

est
of sturdy w

om
yn-loving truths,

eleg
an

t eco
lo

g
ical tw

ig
s,

softly lined w
ith fine

fem
in

ist feath
ers.

P
ullin

g
 fo

r p
erfectio

n
,

w
e squirm

 to
 avo

id
p

atriarch
al p

rickles p
o

kin
g

 th
ro

ug
h

 . . .

D
esire an

d
 fear

h
ig

h
lig

h
t each

 ten
tative m

o
vem

en
t

in
 stark sh

ad
o

w
 an

d
 b

rig
h

t fo
cus.
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I co
uld

 m
iss th

e M
o

th
er’s b

o
un

ty,

H
er sub

tle o
p

p
o

rtun
ity to

 resp
o

n
d

.

S
h

e’s n
o

t un
kn

o
w

ab
le,

Just n
o

t quite th
e kn

o
w

n
.

G
ran

d
m

a sn
ake sh

akes h
er rattle,

K
eep

s m
e o

n
 m

y to
es!

I sto
p

, I w
ait

It’s her flow
 I need to know

.
S

h
e slith

ers aw
ay in

 silen
ce

S
h

e asks n
o

t fo
r surren

d
er,

Just fo
r p

resen
ce, in

 h
er N

O
W

.

T
in

y turtle o
n

 th
e run

B
usy w

ith
 th

e jo
urn

ey o
f a lifetim

e,

U
n

d
aun

ted
 b

y cat o
r w

o
m

yn
,

Filled
 w

ith
 p

urp
o

se—

H
as th

e M
o

th
er g

iven
 m

e less?

H
eat o

f d
ay g

ives w
ay to

 n
ig

h
tly co

o
lin

g
 fo

g
.

I curl in
to

 o
ur n

est,

A
 so

ft en
fo

ld
in

g
 co

n
ten

tm
en

t.

I fill m
y basket w

ith unplanned abundance,
T

h
e M

o
th

er’s h
arvest:

         W
ild

 seed
s

         C
o

un
try can

in
e h

um
o

r

                  R
attlesn

ake d
an

ce

                           Turtle lo
g

ic

                           W
o

m
yn

 to
uch

It is en
o

ug
h

.

F
U

L
L

 H
A

R
V

E
S

T

K
a
t
e
 E

llis
o
n

(W
ritte

n
 1

9
9

1)

A
b

un
d

an
ce b

y d
esig

n
:

T
h

e M
o

th
er’s, n

o
t m

in
e.

She fills m
y basket w

ith her m
ystery.

I p
lan

n
ed

 to
 h

arvest b
ean

s an
d

 g
rain

,

K
n

o
w

led
g

e, stren
g

th
, a jo

b
!

W
e n

eed
ed

 rain
.

A
ch

in
g

 fo
r w

ater,

I w
atch

ed
 cro

p
s w

ith
er, trees w

ilt,

G
rasses rustle in

 d
ry stream

b
ed

s.

U
n

em
p

lo
ym

en
t lin

g
ered

.

A
lo

n
g

 th
e h

o
t d

usty ro
ad

I failed
 to

 n
o

tice

That flow
ers prevail—

In
 g

o
ld

 an
d

 p
urp

le sp
len

d
o

r

H
ard

y “w
eed

s” p
rep

are w
ild

 seed
s in

 p
ro

fusio
n

,

T
h

eir b
eauty sto

red
 fo

r n
ext seaso

n
,

Their cycle fulfilled.

A
lo

n
g

 th
e h

o
t d

usty ro
ad

M
y itch

y co
un

try d
o

g
 p

an
ts an

d
 p

lays.

S
h

e g
ives m

e d
o

g
 lip

s, ab
un

d
an

t lo
yalty,

A
n

d
 d

eep
 in

 h
er d

ark eyes—
h

um
o

r.

S
h

e un
d

erstan
d

s—
d

o
 I?
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S
p

eak yo
ur h

eart an
d

 I w
ill listen

.

D
o

n
’t evaluate m

y failures

D
on’t inflate your anger w

ith rationalizations.
Tell m

e yo
u are afraid

 o
r lo

st

Tell m
e yo

u feel o
ut o

f co
n

tro
l—

I w
ill lis

te
n

, I w
ill h

e
a

r y
o

u
.

Tell m
e yo

u care

Tell m
e yo

u n
eed

 to
 talk

I w
ill listen

, I w
ill an

sw
er.

I w
an

t to
 sp

eak m
y h

eart to
o

I n
eed

 yo
u to

 h
ear m

y p
ain

—
w

ill yo
u listen

?

W
h

e
n

 w
e

 b
o

th
 fe

e
l h

e
a

rd
,

 
It w

ill b
e

 a
 b

ra
n

d
 n

e
w

 d
a

y
.

W
H

A
T

 IT
 C

A
M

E
 D

O
W

N
 T

O

K
a
t
e
 E

llis
o
n

(O
n

 le
a

v
in

g
 S

P
IR

A
L

, 2
0

0
3)

Yo
u yelled

 at m
e b

ecause yo
u feel in

visib
le,

scream
 o

f ag
reem

en
ts th

at I b
ro

ke.

Yo
u accuse m

e o
f vio

latin
g

 yo
u,

 
step

p
in

g
 o

n
 yo

ur n
eed

s.

Yo
u fo

rce m
e to

 sto
p

 at yo
ur w

all o
f p

ain
—

S
p

e
a

k
 to

 m
e

 fro
m

 y
o

u
r h

e
a

rt a
n

d
 I w

ill lis
te

n
.

If yo
u feel in

visib
le, sh

o
w

 yo
urself.

If yo
u h

ave a b
o

un
d

ary, d
raw

 it in
 th

e san
d

.

I can
’t h

ear th
e arg

um
en

ts

yo
u h

ave w
ith

 m
e in

sid
e yo

ur o
w

n
 h

ead
.

I can
’t see yo

u stan
d

in
g

 tall in
sid

e yo
ur o

w
n

 h
o

use.

W
rite m

e a letter

M
ake m

e a sig
n

D
raw

 m
e a p

icture

S
p

e
a

k
 fro

m
 y

o
u

r h
e

a
rt a

n
d

 I w
ill lis

te
n

.

I feel yo
ur an

g
er risin

g
,

yo
ur ven

o
m

 sp
rays an

d
 b

urn
s.

A
re yo

u askin
g

 fo
r h

elp
?

S
h

o
uld

 I sch
ed

ule a m
eetin

g
 n

o
w

?

I w
ish

 I w
as im

m
un

e

I w
ish

 I h
ad

 a h
ard

 sh
ell

w
h

en
 yo

u h
urt m

e, I w
ish

 I co
uld

 feel

so
m

eth
in

g
 b

eyo
n

d
 m

y o
w

n
 p

ain
.
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can
e b

reak th
at tracto

rs h
ad

 m
ad

e sin
ce th

e lan
d

 w
as b

ein
g

 leased
 

to
 g

ro
w

 b
ean

s. G
ail said

 “th
is is it” b

efo
re sh

e w
alked

 d
o

w
n

 to
 a 

clearin
g

 w
h

ere th
e h

o
use is n

o
w

. W
e b

o
ug

h
t th

e lan
d

 th
e n

ext 

w
eek, paying $15,000 cash. Pat’s business fronted an interest-

free lo
an

 fo
r $5000, A

licia h
ad

 $5000, an
d

 I p
aid

 $5000 cash
. It w

as 

fo
rty acres w

ith
 n

o
th

in
g

 o
n

 it b
ut p

in
e trees, h

ills, cactus, san
d

, d
ry 

creek, a w
et creek p

art o
f th

e year. E
lectricity p

o
les ran

 th
ro

ug
h

 

th
e p

ro
p

erty. Fro
m

 Feb
ruary un

til T
h

an
ksg

ivin
g

, w
e h

auled
 w

ater 

usin
g

 m
ilk jug

s fro
m

 K
eel’s C

o
un

try S
to

re th
ree m

iles aw
ay.

T
h

e early d
ays w

ere ro
cky w

ith
 n

o
 veh

icle access un
til a culvert 

w
as p

ut in
. W

e p
arked

 o
ur truck o

n
 th

e ro
ad

 an
d

 p
itch

ed
 ten

ts o
n

 

th
e lan

d
, b

ut th
e fo

rm
er o

w
n

er, O
d

ell, th
reaten

ed
 to

 h
ave th

e truck 

tow
ed. W

hen O
dell off

ered to bushhog an access path through the 
tall g

rass o
n

 o
ur p

ro
p

erty, w
e th

o
ug

h
t h

e w
as b

ein
g

 n
eig

h
b

o
rly. 

W
e w

ere h
o

p
eful th

at a b
etter relatio

n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 h

im
 w

o
uld

 result. 

In
stead

 h
e cleared

 o
ut a p

rivacy b
arrier b

etw
een

 o
ur ten

ts an
d

 

th
e ro

ad
. H

is actio
n

s w
ere a d

isap
p

o
in

tm
en

t th
at co

n
tin

ued
 o

ur 

m
istrust o

f h
im

.

T
h

ro
ug

h
 

th
e 

years, 
w

e 
h

ave 
h

ad
 

just 
a 

few
 in

stan
ces 

o
f 

van
d

alism
. To

o
ls, th

e d
in

n
er b

ell, an
d

 a sig
n

 w
ere sto

len
 o

ver th
e 

years. G
eo

rg
an

n
e p

atro
lled

 o
ur ro

ad
 w

ith
 a sh

o
tg

un
 fo

r a w
h

ile. In
 

19
9

4, tw
o

 carlo
ad

s o
f fratern

ity b
o

ys sto
le a sig

n
 an

d
 th

e m
ailb

o
x. 

W
h

en
 th

ey cam
e d

o
w

n
 th

e d
rivew

ay, G
ail sh

o
t in

 th
e air. W

e h
eard

 

later at a lo
cal restauran

t th
at “th

e b
ig

 o
n

e w
ill sh

o
o

t yo
u,” w

h
ich

 

g
ave us a laug

h
.

N
am

ing the Land
W

e th
o

ug
h

t o
f n

am
in

g
 th

e lan
d

 P
leiad

es to
 rep

resen
t th

e seven
 

w
o

m
en

 w
h

o
 w

ere p
art o

f th
e o

rig
in

al lan
d

 g
ro

up
: G

eo
rg

an
n

e/

W
o

lfS
p

id
er, A

licia, R
o

b
in

, P
at, A

n
n

ab
el, an

d
 us. In

stead
, p

racticality 

p
ro

d
uced

 th
e n

am
e. W

e p
ut up

 a m
ailb

o
x an

d
 h

ad
 so

m
e silver 

p
ain

t, an
d

 G
ail p

ain
ted

 a silver circle o
n

 it so
 a d

elivery truck co
uld

 

find us. Seven w
om

en’s nam
es w

ere on the deed w
ith the legal 

rig
h

t o
f survivo

rsh
ip

, so
 n

o
n

e o
f o

ur relatives co
uld

 in
h

erit fro
m

 us. 

S
ILV

E
R

 C
IR

C
L

E
 S

A
N

C
T

U
A

R
Y

: B
E

G
IN

N
IN

G
S

 
A

N
D

 L
E

G
A

C
Y

B
. L

e
a
f
 C

r
o
n

e
w

r
it

e

“O
ur d

ream
 is to

 create a co
m

m
un

ity o
f in

terd
ep

en
d

en
t 

w
im

m
in on and off

 the land w
orking on changing our 

p
atriarch

al p
ro

g
ram

m
in

g
 reg

ard
in

g
 in

ferio
rity feelin

g
s, 

co
m

p
etitio

n
, co

m
p

ulsivity, trag
ic life tap

es, d
ep

rivatio
n

 

m
in

d
set, p

o
ssessiven

ess, b
o

d
y sh

am
e, m

an
ip

ulative 

b
eh

avio
rs, in

to
leran

ce, an
d

 sp
iritual b

eliefs.” 

S
ilver C

ircle, M
a

iz
e 4 (19

85): 10

R
o

s
e

 
N

o
rm

a
n

 
in

te
rv

ie
w

e
d

 
G

w
e

n
 

D
e

m
e

te
r 

a
n

d
 
G

a
il 

A
tk

in
s
 

a
t 

W
o

m
o

n
w

rite
s
, 

O
c

to
b

e
r 

1
3

, 
2

0
1

3
. 

B
. 

L
e

a
f 

C
ro

n
e

w
rite

 
in

te
rv

ie
w

e
d

 

th
e

m
 a

t S
ilv

e
r C

irc
le

 o
n

 N
o

v
e

m
b

e
r 1

8
, 2

0
1

3
. B

. L
e

a
f h

a
s
 c

o
m

b
in

e
d

 

in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 
fro

m
 

b
o

th
 

in
te

rv
ie

w
s

. 
G

w
e

n
 

is
 

s
p

e
a

k
in

g
 

u
n

le
s

s
 

o
th

e
rw

is
e

 n
o

te
d

.

B
eginnings

I
n

 19
75, b

efo
re S

ilver C
ircle, w

e [G
ail A

tkin
s an

d
 G

w
en

 D
em

eter] 

m
et at a N

O
W

 m
eetin

g
 in

 M
em

p
h

is. O
ur ro

m
an

ce co
n

tin
ued

 o
n

 

and off
 until w

e got together perm
anently in 1980.

O
ur d

ream
 o

f sh
arin

g
 w

o
m

en
’s lan

d
 b

eg
an

 in
 19

80. W
h

ile 

livin
g

 co
m

m
un

ally in
 M

em
p

h
is, w

e fo
rm

ed
 a sp

irituality circle to
 

call th
e lan

d
 to

 us. M
ayb

e tw
en

ty w
o

m
en

 w
ere p

art o
f th

e circle, 

in
clud

in
g

 G
eo

rg
an

n
e/W

o
lfS

p
id

er, A
licia, E

m
, an

d
 S

ue. S
o

m
e w

ere 

in
terested

 in
 lan

d
, an

d
 so

m
e w

ere just th
ere fo

r ritual.

A
t a ritual in

 19
82, w

e p
ut o

ut w
h

at w
e w

ere lo
o

kin
g

 fo
r. G

ail 

said
 sh

e w
an

ted
 it w

ith
in

 a w
eek, ad

d
in

g
, “I’m

 n
o

t lo
o

kin
g

. T
h

ey’re 

g
o

in
g

 to
 h

ave to
 call m

e.” A
n

d
 th

ey d
id

! T
h

e realto
r d

eterm
in

ed
 

th
at a g

as lin
e th

at th
ey h

ad
 feared

 w
as o

n
 th

e p
ro

p
erty w

as a m
ile 

aw
ay, so

 th
e call w

as m
ad

e.

W
e d

ro
ve so

uth
 to

 M
arsh

all C
o

un
ty, M

ississip
p

i, to
 lo

o
k at th

e 

lan
d

 o
n

 V
alen

tin
e w

eeken
d

 in
 Feb

ruary 19
82. W

e w
alked

 th
ro

ug
h

 a 
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In later years, the original five chose not to live on the land, and w
e 

tw
o

 b
ecam

e th
e so

le o
w

n
ers.

Living on the Land
W

e m
oved into a tent on the land w

ith our queen-sized bed. 
B

ecause it w
as th

e rain
iest year in

 a lo
n

g
 tim

e, w
e b

o
ug

h
t a w

o
o

d
 

cam
p

er sh
ell to

 p
ut o

n
 G

ail’s red
 Fo

rd
 F150 truck. W

e m
o

ved
 th

e 

b
ed

 in
to

 th
e b

ack o
f th

e truck, w
ith

 a m
an

ual typ
ew

riter, an
d

 a d
rip

 

coff
eepot on a shelf behind the cab, and the tw

o cats and one dog, 
an

d
 a rad

io
 o

n
 th

e sid
e.

W
h

en
 electric lin

es w
ere d

o
w

n
ed

 b
y a sto

rm
, an

d
 d

isco
n

n
ected

 

fro
m

 th
e tran

sfo
rm

er, w
e kn

ew
 th

e electric w
o

uld
 b

e o
ut fo

r ab
o

ut 

a w
eek. W

e to
o

k ad
van

tag
e an

d
 p

ulled
 p

o
w

er w
ith

o
ut co

d
es o

r 

p
erm

its. H
avin

g
 electricity an

d
 a h

astily b
uilt d

o
m

e kitch
en

 h
elp

ed
 

us survive the first year.
P

at an
d

 A
n

n
ab

el d
id

 n
o

t p
lan

 to
 live th

ere. It w
as P

at’s survivo
r 

p
lace in

 case th
in

g
s w

en
t w

ro
n

g
 in

 M
em

p
h

is, an
 earth

quake o
r 

so
m

eth
in

g
. T

h
ey d

id
 n

o
t b

uild
 an

yth
in

g
 im

m
ed

iately, b
ut h

elp
ed

 

us w
ith

 sup
p

lies like b
o

o
ts an

d
 d

o
w

n
 jackets, o

th
er sup

p
lies, an

d
 

P
at sen

t fo
o

d
. W

e d
id

n
’t th

in
k w

e n
eed

ed
 th

eir sup
p

lies, b
ut th

ey 

cam
e in

 h
an

d
y!

R
o

b
in

 an
d

 A
licia sp

en
t a co

ld
 n

ig
h

t in
 a ten

t an
d

 d
ecid

ed
 n

o
t to

 

live o
n

 th
e lan

d
, in

stead
 m

o
vin

g
 to

 C
alifo

rn
ia. E

arly o
n

, G
eo

rg
an

n
e 

lived
 in

 a ten
t, even

tually stayin
g

 un
til 19

86
 w

h
en

 sh
e m

o
ved

 to
 

S
an

 Fran
cisco

. H
er p

artn
er B

luejay lived
 in

 a van
 fo

r a co
up

le o
f 

m
o

n
th

s an
d

 h
elp

ed
 o

ut. S
o

 th
ere w

ere fo
ur o

f us o
n

 th
e lan

d
 th

e 

first year.

B
uildings

A
t first, G

eorganne built a very sm
all, 8 × 2 feet tool shed since 

th
ere w

ere n
o

 o
th

er structures yet. T
h

e kitch
en

 w
as a clo

th
eslin

e 

w
ith plastic over it, tent-w

ise. W
e put in a sm

all garden in the 
sp

rin
g

, tryin
g

 to
 g

ro
w

 asp
arag

us an
d

 sn
o

w
 p

eas, an
d

 everyth
in

g
 

else. W
e also tried to have a garden in the back field w

here there 
w

as m
o

re sun
, b

ut th
ere w

as n
o

 w
ater b

ack th
ere.

In
 Jun

e, G
ail an

d
 G

eo
rg

an
n

e b
uilt a d

o
m

e kitch
en

. S
ue d

o
n

ated
 

som
e nice hardw

ood for the floor. There w
asn’t enough lum

ber 
fo

r a ro
o

f o
verh

an
g

 to
 keep

 rain
 fro

m
 sp

lash
in

g
 th

e h
o

use. Years 

later, A
yla H

eartso
n

g
 rep

aired
 th

e o
utsid

e, co
verin

g
 m

o
st o

f th
e 

p
lyw

o
o

d
 exterio

r an
d

 th
e ro

o
f w

ith
 m

etal.

G
ail h

ad
 w

o
rked

 w
ith

 h
er fath

er p
uttin

g
 an

 ad
d

itio
n

 o
n

 th
eir 

fam
ily hom

e, so she had confidence in her carpentry skills. She 
also

 read
 up

 o
n

 carp
en

try an
d

 h
o

use b
uild

in
g

 at th
e lib

rary. I read
 

ab
o

ut so
lar d

esig
n

, an
d

 d
rew

 p
lan

s fo
r a so

uth
ern

 exp
o

sure usin
g

 

p
assive so

lar tech
n

o
lo

g
y in

sid
e. 1 There w

ould be fixed w
indow

s 
w

ith
 sm

all ven
ts, an

d
 p

lastic w
ater sto

rag
e b

arrels th
at ab

so
rb

 

h
eat in

 sum
m

er an
d

 rad
iate h

eat o
ut in

 w
in

ter to
 w

arm
 th

e h
o

use. 

O
utside, w

e w
ould have a w

ood-heated hot tub, a m
etal tub w

ith 
concrete blocks and w

ood pallet floor. W
e both cam

e up w
ith ideas 

an
d

 g
o

t to
g

eth
er o

n
 th

e d
esig

n
.

W
h

en
 w

e m
o

ved
 to

 th
e lan

d
, w

e w
ere g

ettin
g

 in
to

 all kin
d

s o
f 

sp
irituality an

d
 h

ad
 th

e id
ea w

e w
o

uld
 b

e ab
le to

 raise th
e w

alls 

w
ith

 h
um

m
in

g
, like th

e P
yram

id
s, m

ayb
e levitate th

e w
alls in

to
 

place [laughter]. That didn’t happen. “W
e raised them

 the old-
fash

io
n

ed
 w

ay,” G
ail says. W

e b
eg

an
 to

 b
uild

 o
ur h

o
use, C

ed
ar 

P
lace, in

 19
82 usin

g
 p

o
st an

d
 b

eam
 co

n
structio

n
.

G
eo

rg
an

n
e p

ut th
e alum

in
um

 o
n

 th
e ro

o
f. W

e h
ad

 a ro
o

f an
d

 a 

n
o

rth
 w

all an
d

 p
lastic w

h
en

 w
e m

o
ved

 in
 th

e n
ext sp

rin
g

. D
urin

g
 

th
e sp

rin
g

 an
d

 sum
m

er o
f 19

84, w
e ad

d
ed

 w
in

d
o

w
s th

at I h
ad

 

fo
un

d
 an

d
 G

ail’s teach
er frien

d
s h

ad
 d

o
n

ated
.

G
eo

rg
an

n
e 

an
d

 
B

lu
ejay 

b
eg

an
 

to
 

b
u

ild
 

a 
cab

in
 

n
am

ed
 

D
o

g
w

o
o

d
 in

 19
82, b

u
t B

lu
ejay left after a few

 m
o

n
th

s. In
 th

e 

fall of that first year, G
ail decided to get a job teaching in H

olly 
Springs so w

e could aff
ord a w

ell. W
hile w

e w
ere out of tow

n for 
T

h
an

ksg
ivin

g
, G

ail says, “T
h

e w
ell m

an
 g

o
t in

 an
d

 d
u

g
 th

e w
ell 

[so
] w

e’re n
o

t su
re h

o
w

 d
eep

 it is.” W
h

en
 w

e retu
rn

ed
, w

e ran
 

p
ip

es to
 th

e d
o

m
e kitch

en
.

1  A
n

 article d
etailin

g
 o

ur co
n

structio
n

 p
ro

cess is in
clud

ed
 in

 th
e b

o
o

k W
o

m
e

n
 

B
u

ild
e

rs
 a

n
d

 D
e

s
ig

n
e

rs
: M

a
k

in
g

 O
u

rs
e

lv
e

s
 a

 H
o

m
e

, b
y Jan

ice G
o

ld
fran

k (W
atso

n-
ville, CA

: Papier-M
ache Press, 1995), 74–82.
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In
 th

e sp
rin

g
 o

f 19
84, w

e started
 th

e b
ath

h
o

use, w
ith

 h
elp

 fro
m

 

m
an

y w
o

m
en

. W
e co

m
p

leted
 it w

ith
 a ritual o

f o
ur m

o
o

n
 lo

d
g

e 

w
o

m
en

, sleep
in

g
 w

ith
 o

ur h
ead

s to
g

eth
er in

 a circle, Jan
uary 1, 

19
87, in

 th
e b

ath
h

o
use.

In A
ugust 1985, Pat and A

nnabel built a m
odified yurt, w

ith 
straig

h
t w

alls an
d

 a cab
le aro

un
d

 th
e o

utsid
e to

 h
o

ld
 th

e ro
o

f up
, 

so
 yo

u d
id

n
’t h

ave to
 h

ave a p
o

st in
 th

e m
id

d
le. T

h
ey h

ired
 M

r. K
eel 

[from
 the nearby store] to do som

e carpentry finishing w
ork for 

th
em

 o
n

 th
e b

ath
h

o
use an

d
 th

e yurt. “T
h

at kin
d

 o
f g

o
t us so

m
e 

p
o

in
ts w

ith
 th

e n
eig

h
b

o
rs,” said

 G
ail. P

at h
ad

 so
m

e g
uys fro

m
 h

er 

w
o

rk co
m

e o
ut an

d
 b

uild
 th

e fo
un

d
atio

n
. It’s th

e o
n

ly b
uild

in
g

 o
n

 

th
e lan

d
 th

at h
as a co

n
crete fo

un
d

atio
n

 b
uilt d

o
w

n
 in

to
 th

e lan
d

, 

just p
ilin

g
s in

 th
e g

ro
un

d
. It’s sturd

y. A
 lo

t o
f w

o
m

en
 h

ave lived
 

in
 it sin

ce th
en

. A
n

n
ab

el’s d
ad

 w
as in

 co
n

structio
n

 an
d

 laid
 a n

ice 

g
ravel d

rivew
ay fo

r us.

In 1988, w
e installed a new

 shitter at Cedar Place and the first 
electric h

eated
 b

ath
s. In

 19
9

0, w
e b

uilt a b
arn

 w
ith

 h
elp

 fro
m

 

several w
o

m
en

, an
d

 o
th

er w
o

m
en

 fen
ced

 an
d

 g
ated

 C
ed

ar P
lace 

G
ard

en
. In

 th
e w

in
ter o

f 19
9

1, w
e b

eg
an

 th
e ad

d
itio

n
 to

 o
ur h

o
use 

[ag
ain

 w
ith

 th
e h

elp
 o

f o
th

er w
o

m
en], ad

d
ed

 in
sulatio

n
 an

d
 sid

in
g

 

in 1992, and in 1993, A
yla finished a greenhouse. In D

ecem
ber 

o
f 19

9
5, tw

o
 D

utch
 w

o
m

en
 h

elp
ed

 b
uild

 a b
ath

ro
o

m
 in

sid
e o

ur 

h
o

use. In
 th

e early 2000s, G
len

d
a an

d
 S

h
erry g

o
t jo

b
s in

 th
e 

vicinity, brought out a double-w
ide trailer to live in, and m

ade big 
im

p
ro

vem
en

ts to
 o

ur d
rivew

ay. N
o

w
 th

eir trailer is fo
r ren

t sin
ce 

th
ey h

ave m
o

ved
 to

 a n
earb

y to
w

n
 fo

r w
o

rk.

In
 

every 
p

ro
ject, 

th
ro

ug
h

 
all 

th
e 

years, 
w

e 
m

ad
e 

sm
all 

im
p

ro
vem

en
ts w

ith
 th

e h
elp

 o
f m

an
y, m

an
y w

o
m

en
. W

e succeed
ed

 

in creating an aff
ordable hom

e, being involved in the building 
p

ro
cess, an

d
 p

ro
vid

in
g

 a p
lace to

 sh
are w

ith
 o

th
er w

o
m

en
.

R
esidents

M
an

y w
o

m
en

 saw
 S

ilver C
ircle ad

s in
 L

e
s
b

ia
n

 C
o

n
n

e
c

tio
n an

d
 

cam
e to

 live o
n

 th
e lan

d
 in

 ten
ts o

r trailers o
r in

 th
e existin

g
 

structures. 
S

o
m

e 
w

o
m

en
 

w
ere 

ap
p

ren
tices; 

o
th

ers 
w

ere 

craftsw
o

m
en

 an
d

 artists w
h

o
 n

eed
ed

 a h
o

m
e fo

r a few
 m

o
n

th
s 

b
efo

re strikin
g

 o
ut o

n
 th

e festival circuit. O
th

ers stayed
 fo

r a w
h

ile 

to
 learn

 skills an
d

 to
 save m

o
n

ey to
 b

uy th
eir o

w
n

 lan
d

.

W
e m

et A
yla H

eartso
n

g
 th

e sum
m

er o
f 19

88 at th
e an

n
ual 

W
IT’s End “U

nfinished Revolution” party in July (see “W
IT’s End,” 

p
. 106

). Fo
r a lo

n
g

 tim
e, A

yla w
o

uld
 co

m
e fo

r th
e w

in
ter, an

d
 g

o
 

b
ack to

 W
isco

n
sin

 in
 th

e sum
m

er to
 farm

 w
ith

 Trish
. S

h
e h

as lived
 

at Silver Circle off
 and on all these years in the D

ogw
ood cabin. O

ur 
frien

d
sh

ip
 w

ith
 A

yla h
as g

ro
w

n
 th

ro
ug

h
 th

e years in
to

 a trusted
 

partnership. A
yla organized a tw

enty-fifth-year anniversary party 
fo

r us in
 2007 at S

ilver C
ircle. It w

as a larg
e g

ath
erin

g
 o

f frien
d

s 

fro
m

 o
ur ch

urch
 in

 M
em

p
h

is, an
d

 elsew
h

ere in
 Ten

n
essee an

d
 

G
eo

rg
ia.

T
h

o
ug

h
 n

o
t m

an
y w

o
m

en
 h

ave lived
 o

n
 th

e lan
d

 co
n

tin
uo

usly, 

th
ey h

elp
 o

ut an
d

 learn
 a lo

t w
h

ile th
ey’re h

ere. M
an

y co
m

e b
ack 

o
n

 a reg
ular b

asis.

P
hilosophy

T
h

e co
un

try life alw
ays called

 to
 us b

o
th

. G
ail sp

en
t tim

e o
n

 h
er 

g
ran

d
m

o
th

er’s farm
 in

 C
h

arlesto
n

, Ten
n

essee. I h
ad

 lived
 at Lo

n
e 

S
tar farm

 [a co
m

m
un

e] o
utsid

e o
f M

em
p

h
is b

efo
re p

artn
erin

g
 

w
ith

 G
ail. I w

as alw
ays in

to
 co

m
m

un
al livin

g
 an

d
 g

ard
en

in
g

. I lo
ved

 

co
un

try livin
g

. B
efo

re S
ilver C

ircle, I learn
ed

 g
ard

en
in

g
, en

jo
yed

 an
 

ab
un

d
an

ce o
f cro

p
s, raised

 p
ig

s, co
w

s, an
d

 ch
icken

s. I kn
ew

 raisin
g

 

an
im

als w
as to

o
 m

uch
 w

o
rk, an

d
 I d

id
 n

o
t w

an
t to

 p
en

 th
em

 up
 o

r 

to
 kill th

em
 fo

r m
eat.

B
o

th
 o

f us d
ream

ed
 o

f livin
g

 in
 a w

o
rld

 like th
e M

ich
ig

an
 festival 

w
h

ere w
o

m
en

 created
 everyth

in
g

. W
e w

ere d
eterm

in
ed

 to
 co

m
m

it 

our m
oney and energy to this eff

ort. W
e w

anted to live aw
ay 

fro
m

 m
ale en

erg
y. W

e th
o

ug
h

t co
m

m
un

al livin
g

 w
o

uld
 p

ro
d

uce 

an
 en

viro
n

m
en

t w
h

ere w
o

m
en

 sh
ared

 th
e w

o
rklo

ad
, co

uld
 live 

m
o

re ch
eap

ly, an
d

 h
ave fun

 so
cializin

g
. W

e w
an

ted
 a p

lace “w
h

ere 

w
om

en could find out w
hat they could be,” G

ail added.
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W
e p

ut ad
s in

 L
e

s
b

ia
n

 C
o

n
n

e
c

tio
n, an

d
 as co

n
tact d

ykes, w
e 

w
elco

m
ed

 w
o

m
en

 to
 stay in

 exch
an

g
e fo

r w
o

rk. W
e fo

un
d

 th
at 

n
ew

 jo
b

s, lo
ve relatio

n
sh

ip
s, an

d
 m

o
n

ey h
ard

sh
ip

s o
ften

 caused
 

th
e w

o
m

en
 to

 m
o

ve aw
ay after sh

o
rt p

erio
d

s. A
yla co

n
tin

ues to
 

live in
 D

o
g

w
o

o
d

 an
d

 m
ain

tain
s m

uch
 o

f th
e rep

air w
o

rk. W
e p

lan
 

to
 leave th

e lan
d

 to
 G

len
d

a, S
h

erry, an
d

 A
yla, w

h
o

 w
ill co

n
tin

ue to
 

n
urture it. N

o
w

 o
ver th

irty years later, G
ail an

d
 I h

ave m
an

y h
ap

p
y 

m
em

o
ries o

f all th
e w

o
m

en
 w

h
o

 sh
ared

 th
eir lives at S

ilver C
ircle 

fo
r sm

all sn
atch

es o
f tim

e.

.

H
A

R
V

E
S

T
IN

G
 F

R
O

M
 M

A
IZ

E

B
a
r
b
a
r
a
 E

s
t
e
r
 a

n
d
 R

o
b
in

 T
o
le

r

L
esb

ian
s w

h
o

 sh
ared

 lan
d

 in
 th

e S
o

u
th

ern
 states w

ro
te o

f 

th
eir su

ccesses an
d

 ch
allen

g
es in

 M
a

iz
e

, a
 L

e
s

b
ia

n
 C

o
u

n
try

 

M
a

g
a

z
in

e
. 

First 
p

u
b

lish
ed

 
in

 
N

ew
 Y

o
rk 

in
 

19
8

3, 
M

a
iz

e 
h

as 

p
ro

vid
ed

 an
 o

p
en

 ven
u

e fo
r L

esb
ian

s th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t th

e co
u

n
try—

in
d

eed
 th

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t th
e w

o
rld

—
to

 w
rite ab

o
u

t th
eir jo

u
rn

eys o
u

t 

of patriarchal influence and onto the land w
here it w

as assum
ed 

th
ey co

u
ld

 b
e free fro

m
 th

e h
an

d
s o

f th
e p

atriarch
al co

n
stru

cts 

that constantly pushed up against these free-spirited w
om

en. 
M

an
y w

o
m

en
 w

ro
te ab

o
u

t th
eir n

ew
fo

u
n

d
 freed

o
m

 an
d

 th
e 

co
sts—

p
erso

n
al an

d
 em

o
tio

n
al—

o
f livin

g
 in

 ru
ral areas. T

h
ey 

explored m
ultidim

ensions related to their health, w
ell-being, 

an
d

 safety. T
h

ey lo
n

g
ed

 fo
r u

to
p

ia, an
d

 th
ey id

ealized
 th

eir 

p
eers. M

an
y d

id
 n

o
t fo

resee th
e issu

es an
d

 p
ro

b
lem

s stem
m

in
g

 

fro
m

 th
e in

tern
alized

 p
atriarch

y th
ey so

u
g

h
t to

 leave b
eh

in
d

. 

T
h

eir exp
ectatio

n
s w

ere g
reat.

M
a

iz
e

 ad
vertised

 in
 L

e
s
b

ia
n C

o
n

n
e

c
tio

n, at festivals, an
d

 in
 o

th
er 

Lesb
ian

 p
ub

licatio
n

s. S
o

m
e Lesb

ian
s h

ad
 access to

 o
r th

e p
rivileg

e 

of ow
ning their ow

n land in the country. In the first issue, spring 
19

83, p
ub

lish
er B

everly B
ro

w
n

 w
rites ab

o
ut th

e “fo
un

d
atio

n
 o

f 

rural values b
ein

g
 b

uilt o
n

 g
en

o
cid

e, slavery an
d

 in
d

en
tured

 lab
o

r 

o
f p

eo
p

le o
f co

lo
r an

d
 p

o
o

r w
h

ites” b
ut also

 asserts, “W
e b

elo
n

g
 

h
ere, w

e are n
o

t urb
an

 b
y n

ature.”
1 Q

uestio
n

in
g

 rural values w
o

uld
 

prom
pt deep soul-searching regarding established patriarchal, 

class, and social values am
ong the Lesbians w

ho w
ere finding 

th
eir w

ay to
 th

ese lan
d

s w
ith

 th
e d

ream
 o

f creatin
g

 co
m

m
un

ities. 

D
ecisions regarding m

oneym
aking, via incom

e-producing “jobs” 
in

 cities o
r urb

an
 areas, co

un
tered

 w
ith

 th
o

se w
h

o
 w

ere ch
o

o
sin

g
 

1  “T
h

e Lesb
ian

 G
eo

g
rap

h
y o

f C
h

an
g

e,”
 M

a
iz

e
 1

 (19
83): 28.
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A
n

d
 in

 th
e sam

e p
iece, S

ustan
a w

rites o
f w

o
m

en
 travelers: “I 

susp
ect th

at o
ur un

d
erstan

d
in

g
 o

f th
e jo

urn
eyin

g
 w

im
m

in
 is m

o
re 

im
p

o
rtan

t to
 th

e Lan
d

yke C
o

m
m

un
ity th

an
 an

y o
f us realize. It is 

th
ese w

im
m

in
 w

h
o

 p
ro

vid
e th

e o
n

ly co
n

stan
t h

um
an

 co
h

esiven
ess 

th
at exists in

 o
ur co

m
m

un
ity. T

h
e o

n
ly o

th
er th

in
g

s w
e h

ave are 

M
a

iz
e, o

ur n
ew

sletters, an
d

 th
e [Lan

d
yke] G

ath
erin

g
s, if th

ey 

b
eco

m
e an

n
ual even

ts. 6 B
ut I th

in
k m

o
st o

f us h
aven

’t even
 n

o
ticed

 

th
at th

ese w
im

m
in

 co
uld

 b
e fo

rm
in

g
 a n

ecessary, n
atural p

art o
f 

o
ur co

m
m

un
ity.”

7

S
o

uth
ern

 
Lesb

ian
 

Lan
d

ykes 
sup

p
o

rted
 

M
a

iz
e, 

an
d

 
M

a
iz

e 

sup
p

o
rted

 
S

o
uth

ern
 

Lesb
ian

 
Lan

d
ykes—

it 
w

as 
a 

recip
ro

cal 

relationship—
but it is clear that Lesbian nation is not defined 

b
y p

atriarch
al b

o
un

d
aries. In

 Lo
uisian

a, S
h

ew
o

lf w
rites o

f w
h

at 

M
yriam

 Fo
ug

ère calls “Lesb
ian

a”: “P
erh

ap
s o

ur Lesb
ian

 n
atio

n
 is 

w
o

rld
w

id
e g

eo
g

rap
h

ically, even
 un

iversal. P
erh

ap
s w

e fo
rm

 states 

w
ith

in
 o

ur n
atio

n
 related

 to
 en

viro
n

m
en

tal co
n

d
itio

n
s. If o

ur 

culture m
ap

 sp
an

s Lesb
ian

s in
 th

e states o
f rurald

o
m

, urb
an

d
o

m
, 

an
d

 traveld
o

m
 (m

o
b

iled
o

m
, itin

eran
td

o
m

, n
o

m
ad

o
m

), th
en

 each
 

state has its ow
n fem

inine boundaries, w
hich are fluid and not 

rig
id

 as in
 th

e p
atriarch

al w
o

rld
. W

e can
 feel attach

ed
 to

 th
e larg

er 

w
h

o
le o

f th
e Lesb

ian
 n

atio
n

, th
e state w

e lo
ve, an

d
 m

o
ve fro

m
 

state to
 state w

h
en

 o
ur lives d

esire it.”
8

M
a

iz
e

 co
ntinues to pub

lish every season. T
he Lesb

ians w
ho live 

o
n land

 in the S
o

uthern states are d
eterm

ined
 to keep their d

ream
s 

alive. W
ith the ob

vious challenges, there are m
any rew

ard
s of 

living in the co
untry, having close interrelations w

ith nature and
 to

 

“experience a reality created by earth-conscious consensual living,”
9 

to
 b

e w
ith yo

ur friend
s, to learn b

etter com
m

unication skills, and
 to

 

truly b
e free to im

agine and
 create a m

ore peaceful w
ay of living.

6
  Lan

d
yke G

ath
erin

g
s h

ave in
d

eed
 co

n
tin

ued
. T

h
e th

irteen
th

 g
ath

erin
g

 w
as 

h
eld

 in
 fall 2013 at W

e’M
o

o
n

 Lan
d

 in
 O

reg
o

n
.

7  “P
articip

atio
n

 in
 P

arad
ise,” M

a
iz

e 54 (19
9

7): 35.

8  “T
h

e U
n

itin
g

 S
tates o

f th
e Lesb

ian
 N

atio
n

,” M
a

iz
e 54 (19

9
7): 33.

9
  “O

n
 th

e Lan
d

; W
h

yp
p

erw
illo

w
, A

rkan
sas,” M

a
iz

e 6
 (19

85): 25.

to
 create co

ttag
e in

d
ustries usin

g
 th

e skills th
ey b

ro
ug

h
t w

ith
 

th
em

. O
n

e Lesb
ian

 w
riter sug

g
ests creatin

g
 an

 “in
terd

ep
en

d
en

t” 

com
m

unity betw
een country and city/urban w

im
m

in, “financially, 
em

o
tio

n
ally, sp

iritually an
d

 p
h

ysically.”
2

A
rco Iris, in A

rkansas, w
as the first Southern land group to w

rite 
ab

o
ut th

eir lan
d

 an
d

 “p
rivileg

e.” M
ig

uela w
rites: “few

 w
o

m
en

 

o
f co

lo
r are read

y to
 leave th

e city, . . . co
n

sid
ered

 b
ackw

ard
 fo

r 

m
an

y o
f us w

h
o

se p
aren

t o
r g

ran
d

p
aren

ts o
n

ly just m
o

ved
 to

 th
e 

cities 30 o
r 50 years ag

o
, w

h
o

 just g
o

t run
n

in
g

 w
ater an

d
 w

o
rked

 

h
ard

 fo
r a few

 co
m

fo
rts so

 recen
tly earn

ed
.”

3 O
b

tain
in

g
 w

ater an
d

 

being self-suffi
cient, she states, are priorities “on the land.”

T
h

ey d
escrib

e th
e terrain

 o
f th

eir lan
d

, th
e acreag

e acq
u

ired
, 

w
ater an

d
 u

tility access, th
eir g

ard
en

s, b
u

ild
in

g
 p

ro
jects an

d
 th

e 

in
ten

t an
d

 fo
cu

s o
f th

eir co
m

m
u

n
ities. L

o
ts o

f p
h

ysical w
o

rk 

is involved, and urban-raised w
im

m
in are often not reliable 

o
r as skilled

. S
everal w

im
m

in
 su

g
g

est th
at “u

rb
an

” w
im

m
in

 

are n
o

t as resp
ectfu

l to
 th

e lan
d

 as th
o

se w
h

o
 g

rew
 u

p
 in

 th
e 

co
u

n
try. Fin

d
in

g
 o

th
ers to

 jo
in

 th
e co

m
m

u
n

ities, to
 stay o

n
, is 

a co
m

m
o

n
 ch

allen
g

e. L
esb

ian
s o

n
 lan

d
 in

 six S
o

u
th

ern
 states 

search for others to join them
. They off

er w
orkshops to learn 

farm
in

g
, b

u
ild

in
g

, an
d

 su
rvival skills. M

arian
n

e in
 N

o
rth

 C
aro

lin
a 

m
en

tio
n

s th
e fear th

at “in
 ru

ral areas w
h

ere th
in

g
s are m

o
re 

trad
itio

n
al, esp

ecially in
 th

e S
o

u
th

, it can
 b

e p
retty ro

u
g

h
 if yo

u 

are a kn
o

w
n

 L
esb

ian
.”

4 L
ivin

g
 in

 safety an
d

 p
ro

tectin
g

 th
eir lan

d
s 

is a significant concern for m
any.

S
ustan

a, fro
m

 S
p

in
sterh

aven
 (A

rkan
sas), w

rites ab
o

ut n
o

t 

b
ein

g
 ab

le to
 attract n

ew
 w

o
m

en
 to

 o
ld

er estab
lish

ed
 lan

d
s: “A

s 

o
n

e w
o

m
an

 p
ut it, ‘I co

uld
n

’t realize m
y o

w
n

 d
ream

 th
ere. T

h
ey 

d
o

n
’t really w

an
t to

 in
co

rp
o

rate n
ew

 id
eas; th

ey w
an

t w
im

m
in

 

w
h

o
 w

ill h
elp

 th
em

 acco
m

p
lish

 w
h

at th
ey h

ave alread
y p

lan
n

ed
.’”

5 

2  “In
terd

ep
en

d
en

ce: A
 S

urvival S
kill,” M

a
iz

e 7 (19
86

): 6
.

3  “O
n

 th
e Lan

d
, A

rco
 Iris,” M

a
iz

e 2 (19
84): 26

.

4  “Letters,” M
a

iz
e 5 (19

85): 20.

5  “P
articip

atio
n

 in
 P

arad
ise,” M

a
iz

e 54 (19
9

7): 35.
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P
T

E
R

A
D

Y
K

T
IL

: L
E

S
B

IA
N

 L
A

N
D

 A
N

D
 C

H
A

N
G

E

J
u

d
y

 M
c
V

e
y

L
esb

ian
 lan

d
 w

as n
o

t so
m

eth
in

g
 I h

ad
 ever th

o
ug

h
t ab

o
ut. I 

had only been out three years. In 1983, I w
as thirty-four years 

o
ld

 an
d

 teach
in

g
 m

usic in
 A

tlan
ta w

h
en

 I received
 m

o
n

ey fro
m

 an
 

in
h

eritan
ce an

d
 d

ecid
ed

 to
 in

vest in
 lan

d
. A

s I b
eg

an
 to

 in
vo

lve m
y 

frien
d

s in
 th

e p
ro

cess, th
e lan

d
 id

ea quickly evo
lved

 in
to

 sh
ared

 

Lesb
ian

 sp
ace, a safe p

lace fo
r us to

 cam
p

 o
n

 w
eeken

d
s, a p

lace to
 

b
e o

urselves an
d

 sh
are o

ur lives an
d

 sto
ries.

I ch
o

se east G
eo

rg
ia b

etw
een

 A
tlan

ta an
d

 S
avan

n
ah

 fo
r a rural 

location. A
fter checking several sm

all-tow
n new

spapers, m
y tw

o 
h

o
usem

ates m
ad

e an
 o

vern
ig

h
t trip

 in
 S

ep
tem

b
er to

 lo
o

k at so
m

e 

ad
vertised

 p
ro

p
erties. T

h
ey cam

e b
ack w

ith
 several p

o
ssib

ilities 

an
d

 an
 area m

ap
 o

f th
e o

n
e th

ey liked
 b

est. T
h

at n
ig

h
t o

ver d
in

n
er 

five of us discussed the various sale properties. I had to go to a 
m

eetin
g

, an
d

 w
h

en
 I return

ed
, th

e o
th

ers w
ere still th

ere h
ud

d
led

 

over the seventy-tw
o-acre property m

ap. They had draw
n little 

circles o
n

 it in
d

icatin
g

 w
h

ere th
eir cab

in
s w

o
uld

 b
e!

A
 few

 w
eeks later, I d

ro
ve d

o
w

n
 w

ith
 a frien

d
 an

d
 lo

o
ked

 at 

all the properties. W
hen I saw

 the seventy-tw
o-acre lot, it w

as 
love at first sight! Tw

o-thirds w
ere w

ooded, w
ith the rest open 

soybean fields. It w
as bordered by a creek, tw

o branches, and a 
d

irt ro
ad

, an
d

 m
o

st w
as h

id
d

en
 fro

m
 th

e ro
ad

 an
d

 n
eig

h
b

o
rs. It 

w
as beautiful. M

y off
er w

as accepted, and the paperw
ork w

as 
started. The ow

ner off
ered to let m

e use the property in the 
m

eantim
e, so in O

ctober, five of us drove dow
n for a beautiful 

cam
p

in
g

 w
eeken

d
. O

n
 th

e w
ay h

o
m

e, w
e n

am
ed

 it “P
terad

yktil,” 

after the flying dinosaur Pterodactyl, as a play on w
ords: terra-

dyke-till. O
n Friday, N

ovem
ber 18, the land w

as m
ine. A

lthough it 
w

as in m
y nam

e, I knew
 I w

anted to share it w
ith friends. O

ur first 
N

o
vem

b
er w

eeken
d

, w
e w

ere a cluster o
f co

lo
rful ten

ts aro
un

d
 a 

cam
pfire w

ith a row
 of com

pact cars parked off
 to the side sporting

 

Full Circle Farm
 - Photo courtesy of Lynn H

icks
N

orth 40 - Photo by Pat Paul, courtesy of Corky Culver
Sugarloaf - Photo by Rose N

orm
an

O
LH

A
 - Photo courtesy of M

erril M
ushroom

W
om

ontow
n - Photo courtesy of B. Leaf Cronew

rite
Pagoda - D

raw
ing by Rainbow

 W
illiam

s, used w
ith perm

ission
Belly A

cres - Photo courtesy of M
erril M

ushroom
W

om
onw

orld - Photo courtesy of Shew
olf

Pteradyktil - Photo by Judy M
cVey

SPIRA
L - Photo courtesy of K

ate Ellison
H

aw
k H

ill - Photo courtesy of Susan W
iseheart

Cedar Place at Silver Circle - D
raw

ing by G
w

en D
em

eter, 
 

used
 w

ith
 p

erm
issio

n

A
rco Iris - Photo courtesy of Á

guila
Lan

d
yke d

w
ellin

g
s co

llag
e b

y S
uzan

n
e B

arb
ara
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to
 h

elp
, b

ut th
e w

o
rk w

as lab
o

r in
ten

sive, an
d

 w
e w

ere n
o

t ab
le to

 

b
reak even

. A
fter th

ree years, w
e g

ave it up
.

W
e co

n
tin

ued
 to

 sp
en

d
 frequen

t w
eeken

d
s o

n
 th

e lan
d

, so
m

e 

o
f th

em
 larg

e g
ro

up
 celeb

ratio
n

s w
ith

 as m
an

y as th
irty w

o
m

en
 

atten
d

in
g

. A
t tim

es, vario
us w

o
m

en
 lived

 h
ere in

 a ten
t o

r o
n

e o
f 

th
e cab

in
s fo

r several m
o

n
th

s to
 a year. T

h
ere w

ere safety co
n

cern
s, 

as o
ften

 th
e lan

d
 w

as un
atten

d
ed

. V
isito

rs w
ere cautio

n
ed

 to
 b

e 

clo
th

ed
 if th

ey w
ere o

n
 th

at p
art o

f th
e p

ro
p

erty visib
le fro

m
 th

e 

road and w
ere asked to m

aintain a low
 profile w

hile in tow
n. W

e 
w

o
rked

 to
 create g

o
o

d
 relatio

n
s w

ith
 o

ur n
eig

h
b

o
rs, w

h
o

 m
o

stly 

w
ere conservative, sm

all-scale farm
ers.

A
fter the first four to five years, the old fam

iliar issues cam
e 

up: w
om

en-only space, boy children, m
oney, pow

er struggles, 
an

d
 sp

irituality, to
 n

am
e a few

. T
h

ere w
as en

d
less p

ro
cessin

g
. 

A
ro

un
d

 th
is tim

e, several frien
d

s m
o

ved
 to

 an
o

th
er state, so

m
e 

sto
p

p
ed

 co
m

in
g

 after d
isag

reem
en

ts, an
d

 several co
up

les b
ro

ke 

up
. B

y 19
9

2, n
o

 o
n

e w
as livin

g
 h

ere, so
 I h

ired
 a lo

cal h
an

d
ym

an
 to

 

h
an

d
le th

e m
o

w
in

g
, tracto

r care, an
d

 rep
airs as n

eed
ed

. H
e w

as 

P
aula W

inter w
ith organic prod

uce at P
terad

yktil (S
and

hill Farm
).

Photo courtesy of Judy McVey

altern
ative an

d
 p

o
litical b

um
p

er stickers. W
o

m
en

 frien
d

s fro
m

 

A
tlan

ta, A
th

en
s, an

d
 S

avan
n

ah
 sh

ared
 a p

o
tluck d

in
n

er sp
read

 o
ut 

o
n

 an
 o

ld
 d

o
o

r sup
p

o
rted

 b
y saw

h
o

rses. T
h

at aftern
o

o
n

 several 

w
om

en presented to the land a large cast-iron dinner bell that 
now

 calls us to m
eals or cam

pfire and s’m
ores.

In
 th

o
se early d

ays, w
e h

ad
 g

reat tim
es to

g
eth

er p
ickin

g
 up

 

trash, hauling off
 broken appliances and scrap m

etal, laying w
ater 

p
ip

e, creatin
g

 an
d

 n
am

in
g

 trails, an
d

 clean
in

g
 o

ut th
e o

ld
 p

ig
 b

arn
. 

W
h

en
 I h

ad
 th

e electricity turn
ed

 o
n

, th
at b

arn
 b

ecam
e o

ur kitch
en

. 

T
h

e th
ird

 year, m
y carp

en
ter frien

d
 m

o
ved

 to
 th

e lan
d

 an
d

 h
eld

 

w
orkshops for w

om
en that led to the building of the first sm

all 
cab

in
. A

ll o
f th

e m
easurin

g
 an

d
 saw

in
g

 to
o

k p
lace at th

e b
arn

, an
d

 

th
en

 m
aterials w

ere trucked
 to

 th
e site fo

r co
n

structio
n

. It w
as 

excitin
g

 to
 b

e p
art o

f a team
 o

f w
o

m
en

 raisin
g

 a w
all an

d
 n

ailin
g

 it 

in
to

 p
lace! O

ver th
e n

ext ten
 years, w

e ad
d

ed
 th

ree m
o

re cab
in

s, 

all w
ith

 sim
p

le so
lar p

o
w

er system
s.

W
e b

eg
an

 o
rg

an
ic farm

in
g

 in
 19

87, usin
g

 “S
an

d
h

ill Farm
s” as 

o
ur m

arketin
g

 n
am

e. It required
 a lo

t o
f research

 an
d

 so
m

e serio
us 

start-up costs, including 
tracto

r 
im

p
lem

en
ts 

an
d

 

irrigation equipm
ent. O

nly 

tw
o organic m

arkets exist-
ed at th

e tim
e, so

 p
ro

d
uce 

h
ad

 to
 b

e trucked
 tw

o
 to

 

th
ree 

h
o

urs 
aw

ay 
each

 

w
eek 

in
 

o
p

p
o

site 
d

irec-
tio

n
s. M

y resid
en

t frien
d

 

d
id

 m
o

st o
f th

e p
lan

n
in

g
 

an
d

 w
o

rk, an
d

 several o
f 

us cam
e dow

n diff
erent 

w
eeken

d
s to

 h
elp

 as o
ur 

o
w

n
 jo

b
s p

erm
itted

. E
ach

 

sum
m

er, w
e h

ad
 an

 in
tern

 

livin
g

 in
 o

n
e o

f th
e cab

in
s 

Jud
y M

cV
ey w

ith V
id

alia onions in her 
o

rganic gard
en.

Photo courtesy of Judy McVey
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Lesb
ian

 w
eeken

d
s, so

 w
e so

m
etim

es m
eet th

ere. M
o

st o
f o

ur clo
se 

frien
d

s are still th
o

se w
e h

ave in
 A

tlan
ta. T

im
es h

ave ch
an

g
ed

, an
d

 

w
e n

o
w

 feel safer h
ere as p

eo
p

le h
ave co

m
e to

 kn
o

w
 us, b

ut w
e 

are d
iscrim

in
atin

g
 ab

o
ut co

m
in

g
 o

ut.

W
e co

n
tin

ue to
 see ch

an
g

e as w
e g

ro
w

 o
ld

er an
d

 o
ur frien

d
s 

are able to drive here less often. The trip is m
ore diffi

cult, som
e 

h
ave m

o
ved

 farth
er aw

ay, g
as is exp

en
sive, an

d
 th

e ch
ild

ren
 are 

g
ro

w
n

, leavin
g

 th
em

 w
ith

 m
o

re tim
e fo

r ad
ult activities clo

ser to
 

h
o

m
e. T

h
ey are d

ealin
g

 w
ith

 th
eir o

w
n

 life ch
an

g
es. W

e still are 

Lesb
ian

s o
n

 lan
d

, b
ut p

erh
ap

s th
is is n

o
 lo

n
g

er just Lesb
ian

 lan
d

. 

P
terad

yktil h
as b

eco
m

e m
o

re o
p

en
 in

 w
ays w

e n
ever co

uld
 h

ave 

im
agined or planned. This N

ovem
ber w

e w
ill celebrate thirty-tw

o 
years at P

terad
yktil. 

very cap
ab

le an
d

 w
as co

m
fo

rtab
le w

ith
 us as Lesb

ian
s. It w

as a 

m
ajo

r sh
ift fo

r us to
 h

ave a m
an

 o
n

 th
e lan

d
 so

 m
uch

 o
f th

e tim
e. 

T
h

en
 so

m
e o

f o
ur g

ay m
ale frien

d
s b

eg
an

 co
m

in
g

 d
o

w
n

, as w
ell as 

the Lesbians and straight w
om

en. Several gay-friendly religious 
g

ro
up

s h
ave retreats h

ere, as m
an

y h
ave fo

un
d

 it to
 b

e a sp
iritual 

p
lace, a p

lace o
f q

uiet an
d

 h
ealin

g
. M

y b
est frien

d
 ad

o
p

ted
 a 

tw
enty-seven-m

onth-old girl in 1996, and soon other m
others 

w
ith

 ch
ild

ren
 w

ere co
m

in
g

 fo
r w

eeken
d

s an
d

 vacatio
n

. N
o

n
e o

f 

th
is w

as p
lan

n
ed

! T
h

e lan
d

 w
as a g

reat p
lace fo

r ch
ild

ren
 to

 run
, 

exp
lo

re th
e m

an
y trails, an

d
 g

ain
 so

m
e in

d
ep

en
d

en
ce fro

m
 th

eir 

m
o

m
s. 

M
an

y kid
s h

ave learn
ed

 to
 sw

im
 h

ere as w
e h

ave p
ro

g
ressed

 

from
 w

ading pool to above ground to finally an in-ground pool. 
B

y 19
9

7, th
e m

ice w
ere w

in
n

in
g

 th
e b

attle fo
r o

ur kitch
en

 in
 th

e 

b
arn

, so
 I h

ad
 a p

refab
 b

uild
in

g
 d

elivered
. O

ur h
an

d
ym

an
 ad

d
ed

 

electricity, cab
in

ets an
d

 co
un

terto
p

s, a b
ath

ro
o

m
, a screen

ed
 

porch, and an outdoor show
er. W

e finally had a com
fortable 

clim
ate-controlled place w

here w
e could gather, have m

eetings 
an

d
 m

eals, o
r just h

an
g

 o
ut an

d
 p

lay g
am

es. O
n

e o
f o

ur ch
ild

ren
 

co
uld

 
n

o
t 

say 
“kitch

en
,” 

an
d

 
said

 
“ch

icken
” 

in
stead

. 
H

o
w

 

ap
p

ro
p

riate fo
r a farm

! W
e h

ave called
 it “th

e C
h

icken
” ever sin

ce.

W
h

en
 I retired

 fro
m

 teach
in

g
 in

 2000, m
y p

artn
er an

d
 I so

ld
 

our A
tlanta house and m

oved to the farm
. W

e put in a double-
w

ide m
anufactured hom

e at one end of the property and the in-
g

ro
u

n
d

 p
o

o
l at th

e o
th

er en
d

, clo
ser to

 cab
in

s, cam
p

site, an
d

 

th
e C

h
icken

. T
h

e n
ext year a g

ay m
ale frien

d
 m

o
ved

 in
to

 a cab
in

 

o
n

 th
e p

ro
p

erty an
d

 lived
 h

ere w
ith

 us fo
r tw

elve years. H
is th

ree 

ch
ild

ren
 visited

 every few
 w

eeks, so
 th

ey h
ave p

ractically g
ro

w
n

 up
 

h
ere. Fam

ily m
em

b
ers, in

clud
in

g
 tw

o
 g

ran
d

ch
ild

ren
, h

ave jo
in

ed
 

us o
ver th

e years fo
r m

an
y visits. A

 Lesb
ian

 frien
d

 m
o

ved
 in

to
 o

n
e 

o
f th

e cab
in

s in
 2008 an

d
 h

as b
een

 a g
reat h

elp
 aro

un
d

 th
e p

lace. 

W
e h

ave b
een

 ab
le to

 co
n

n
ect w

ith
 th

e lo
cal g

ay fo
lks w

ith
 so

m
e 

success, m
o

stly th
ro

ug
h

 p
o

tlucks an
d

 sm
all celeb

ratio
n

s. Tw
o

 g
ay 

cam
p

g
ro

un
d

s are a co
up

le o
f h

o
urs fro

m
 us an

d
 o

ccasio
n

ally h
ave 
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b
uy th

e farm
.” “T

h
ey say th

ere w
as a w

itch
 lived

 b
ack th

ere b
y 

th
e E

liac Field
. I used

 to
 h

ave co
rn

. O
n

e d
ay I w

as p
lo

w
in

g
 b

ack 

th
ere, turn

ed
 up

 so
m

e o
ld

 p
o

ts. D
ecid

ed
 I w

asn
’t g

o
in

g
 to

 p
lan

t 

b
ack th

ere an
ym

o
re. T

h
ere w

as a b
urn

in
g

. . .” M
iss M

ae said
 it w

as 

fo
o

lish
 talk.

S
h

e called
 m

e th
e n

ext m
o

rn
in

g
. “I d

ecid
ed

 th
at yo

u’re sup
p

o
sed

 

to
 h

ave th
e lan

d
, M

airee. I accep
t yo

ur p
rice.” H

er ch
ild

ren
 h

ad
 

o
b

jected
. S

h
e’d

 “take care o
f th

at.”

. . . 

V
isits to Eliac Field, still diffi

cult to access through w
all of 

b
lackb

erries 
an

d
 

th
o

rn
y 

b
ush

es, 
b

ut 
“C

o
ra” 

w
as 

th
ere. T

h
e 

sp
irit. T

h
e g

h
o

st. T
h

e w
itch

. T
h

e ritual—
w

ith
 M

erril—
an

d
 a m

an
 

frien
d

, o
f all th

in
g

s! (stud
en

t o
f K

ab
b

alah). To
ld

 C
o

ra sh
e w

as 

safe n
o

w
. D

urin
g

 th
e w

in
ter, all th

e th
o

rn
y trees an

d
 b

rush
 d

ied
 

b
ack. H

arvestin
g

 m
ullein

, d
isco

vered
 th

e b
irth

in
g

 tree. B
etter 

un
d

ersto
o

d
 w

h
at “w

o
m

en
’s lan

d
” m

ean
t.

. . .

P
eter, D

avid
, J’aim

e. S
n

o
w

y d
ay. D

isco
very o

f th
e b

lo
w

h
o

le to
 

a cave.

. . .

G
atherings, especially U

nfinished Revolution. Fancy dinner 
p

arties. W
ritin

g
, in

clud
in

g
 d

issertatio
n

 w
ith

 in
vo

catio
n

 to
 fo

ur 

co
rn

ers. M
yth

s an
d

 leg
en

d
s in

 th
e co

m
m

un
ity, in

clud
in

g
 tall 

naked w
om

an on the porch w
ith a rifle. A

lw
ays open to w

om
en in 

tran
sitio

n
. K

n
o

w
n

 o
n

ly b
y w

o
rd

 o
f m

o
uth

; n
ecessary to

 p
reserve 

the skill so w
e can find each other w

hen the tim
e com

es.
. . .

Cancer, 1988. Clearing the land of m
ultiflora rose (introduced 

b
y g

o
vern

m
en

t in
 19

50s as n
atural fen

ce, b
ut d

id
n

’t b
elo

n
g

 an
d

 

to
o

k o
ver). V

isualizin
g

 clearin
g

 b
o

d
y o

f in
vasive, fo

reig
n

 m
atter. 

A
nother transform

ation: birth of M
ultiflora Rose, the Lesbian 

m
ad

am
. B

rin
g

er o
f h

ealth
.

W
IT

’S
 E

N
D

 FA
R

M

M
a
r
y

 B
r
ic

k
e
r
-
J
e
n

k
in

s

W
IT: W

om
en in Transition/W

orld in Transform
ation . . .

or “W
here you go w

hen you’re already there” (1984–2014)

I
n 1984, I w

as sm
itten. Teach

ing
 at C

N
R

; 1 sum
m

ering
 at C

am
p

 

T
h

o
reau. R

an th
e Lib

eratio
n Laund

ro
m

at. C
 transferred

 fro
m

 

U
N

2 to Int’l Fertilizer D
evelopm

ent Center. Call to cam
p off

ering 
o

n
e year at M

T
S

U
. 3 Left everyth

in
g

 fo
r lo

ve, w
h

ich
 lasted

 tw
o

 

w
eeks.

D
ecided to have a fling. M

et M
erril. Clim

bed the m
ountain (O

K
, 

th
e h

ill), saw
 th

e lan
d

 o
ver th

e rid
g

e, d
ecid

ed
 I n

eed
ed

 to
 stay 

in
 th

e S
o

uth
 an

d
 b

eco
m

e a Lan
d

yke. B
eg

an
 search

 fo
r th

e lan
d

 th
e 

next day. “O
ld V

andergriff
 farm

 for sale. . .” It w
as the land I had 

seen from
 the ridge. Land grant to V

andergriff
s, M

ae and Floyd. 
M

ade off
er to M

iss M
ae; turned dow

n.
Kept looking. A

lw
ays back to V

andergriff
 farm

. “That’s not a 
good place. N

o w
ater.” O

vergrow
n w

ith blackberries and m
ultiflora 

ro
se. N

o
t m

uch
 b

o
tto

m
; steep

, ro
cky h

ills. B
ut so

m
eth

in
g

 d
rew

 

m
e, th

e w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

 in
 th

e b
ack. G

n
arled

 ced
ars at en

tran
ce, 

p
ath

w
ay co

o
l an

d
 so

ft up
 to

 a w
all o

f b
lackb

erry b
ush

es p
ro

tectin
g

 

a once-cultivated field and pretty pond.
Tried

 
“everyth

in
g

” 
to

 
g

et 
M

iss 
M

ae 
to

 
accep

t, 
in

clud
in

g
 

counteroff
er by m

y ow
n sister (long story). A

t end of sum
m

er, 
leavin

g
 fo

r N
Y

, asked
 o

n
ce m

o
re. M

iss M
ae said

 n
o

 (w
ith

 reg
ret). 

Stopped by O
kra Ridge. Catherine Risingflam

e teaches “w
ords of 

p
o

w
er.” I d

o
 th

at.

M
o

n
th

s later, visitin
g

 M
erril. P

aid
 visit to

 M
iss M

ae, just to
 

say h
ello

. Flo
yd

 ap
p

ears. “W
h

o
’s th

at?”. . . “Lad
y th

at w
an

ted
 to

 

1 C
o

lleg
e o

f N
ew

 R
o

ch
elle.

2 U
n

ited
 N

atio
n

s

3 M
id

d
le Ten

n
essee S

tate U
n

iversity.
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repairs. W
e had joined the ranks of w

hat w
as unoffi

cially know
n as 

T
h

e V
an

 D
ykes. 1

Jo
 an

d
 I h

ad
 b

een
 livin

g
 to

g
eth

er fo
r six years in

 G
ran

d
 R

ap
id

s, 

M
ich

ig
an

. W
e w

ere b
o

th
 d

eep
ly in

vo
lved

 in
 A

rad
ia, th

e w
o

m
en

’s 

o
rg

an
izatio

n
 an

d
 co

m
m

un
ity th

ere. It w
as n

o
t easy to

 leave o
ur 

clo
se fam

ily o
f frien

d
s, b

ut th
e d

ream
 o

f th
e lan

d
 w

as callin
g

 to
 

us. I had grow
n up on a farm

, and Jo w
as a proficient gardener, so 

w
e th

o
ug

h
t w

e h
ad

 so
m

e id
ea o

f w
h

at w
e w

ere g
ettin

g
 in

to
. O

ur 

p
lan

 w
as to

 d
rive fro

m
 w

o
m

en
’s lan

d
 to

 w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

 all acro
ss 

th
e co

n
tin

en
tal U

n
ited

 S
tates, un

til w
e reco

g
n

ized
 a sp

ecial p
lace 

w
h

ere w
e w

ere d
estin

ed
 to

 p
ut d

o
w

n
 o

ur ro
o

ts.

W
e visited

 d
o

zen
s o

f w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

s, stayin
g

 at so
m

e fo
r 

m
o

n
th

s. C
irclin

g
 th

e co
un

try tw
ice, w

e so
m

eh
o

w
 kep

t en
d

in
g

 up
 

in
 th

e so
uth

ern
 M

isso
uri O

zarks. Lan
d

 w
as in

cred
ib

ly ch
eap

 th
ere, 

an
d

 it w
as rep

uted
 to

 b
e o

n
e o

f th
e least p

o
lluted

 areas in
 th

e en
tire 

co
un

try. W
e fo

un
d

 eig
h

ty b
eautiful acres o

f w
o

o
d

s, h
ills, fen

ced
 

p
astures, p

o
n

d
s, an

d
 an

 o
rg

an
ic g

ard
en

, w
ith

 a b
ig

 o
ld

 farm
h

o
use 

and barn. A
 year-round crystal-clear creek flow

ed through the 
m

id
d

le o
f it, an

d
 at n

ig
h

t th
e stars w

ere b
rillian

t ag
ain

st a very d
ark 

sky. T
h

ere w
eren

’t an
y sig

n
s o

f o
th

er h
um

an
 h

ab
itatio

n
 to

 b
e seen

 

fro
m

 th
is lan

d
, an

d
 th

e o
n

ly so
un

d
s seem

ed
 to

 b
e th

e w
in

d
 in

 th
e 

trees an
d

 b
ird

so
n

g
. W

ith
 $42,000 fro

m
 o

ur co
m

b
in

ed
 savin

g
s, w

e 

could “buy” all this. W
e figured w

e had found Paradise.
A

n
d

 fo
r a w

h
ile it seem

ed
 so

. I w
as an

 artist an
d

 h
ad

 learn
ed

 to
 

m
ake b

askets so
 w

as ab
le to

 b
rin

g
 in

 so
m

e m
o

n
ey sellin

g
 at craft 

sh
o

w
s. Jo

 w
as an

 acco
un

tan
t, an

d
 p

icked
 up

 so
m

e tax jo
b

s in
 th

e 

area. W
ith

 n
o

 m
o

rtg
ag

e to
 p

ay, an
d

 b
y g

ro
w

in
g

 a fair am
o

un
t o

f 

o
ur o

w
n

 fo
o

d
, w

e d
id

n
’t n

eed
 a lo

t o
f m

o
n

ey. W
e w

o
rked

 o
ur tails 

off
 fixing up the old house and stew

arding the land, but w
e w

ere 
in

 o
u

r th
irties, so

 h
ad

 lo
ts o

f en
erg

y. I b
eg

an
 to

 b
o

n
d

 w
ith

 th
is 

lan
d

 in
 a p

rim
al w

ay.

1 In
 2009

, T
h

e
 N

e
w

 Y
o

rk
e

r p
ub

lish
ed

 an
 article ab

o
ut V

an
 D

ykes, b
ut Jo

 an
d

 I w
ere 

n
o

t “m
em

b
ers” o

f th
at g

ro
up

 an
d

 n
ever even

 m
et an

y o
f th

em
. W

e h
ad

 just so
m

e-
h

o
w

 h
eard

 ab
o

ut th
em

 an
d

 th
o

ug
h

t th
at w

as a co
o

l n
am

e. S
ee A

riel Levy’s “Les-
b

ian
 N

atio
n

: W
h

y G
ay W

o
m

en
 To

o
k to

 th
e R

o
ad

,” T
h

e
 N

e
w

 Y
o

rk
e

r, M
arch

 22, 2009
, 

o
n

lin
e at h

ttp
://w

w
w

.n
ew

yo
rker.co

m
/rep

o
rtin

g
/2009

/03/02/09
0302fa_fact_levy

S
E

A
R

C
H

IN
G

 F
O

R
 T

H
E

 D
R

E
A

M
: 

G
A

TH
ER

IN
G

 R
O

O
T FA

R
M

, 1985–2011J
e
n

n
a
 W

e
s
t
o
n

“It’s n
o

t so
 m

uch
 a h

o
use

T
h

at I m
iss

O
r even

 a p
articular lo

catio
n

;

W
h

at I crave is so
m

e earth
—

C
o

n
n

ectio
n

 th
at is n

o
t tran

sito
ry.”

 
Jen

n
ifer W

esto
n

, M
a

iz
e 2 (19

84): 8

I
t w

asn
’t g

o
in

g
 to

 b
e just an

y ro
ad

 trip
. M

y p
artn

er Jo
 an

d
 I w

ere 

setting off
 cross-country determ

ined to find a piece of Lesbian 
Lan

d
 to

 call o
ur h

o
m

e. It w
as 19

84, th
at w

atersh
ed

 year w
h

en
 

R
o

n
ald

 R
eag

an
 g

o
t reelected

, an
d

 clearly th
in

g
s w

eren
’t g

o
in

g
 

to
 b

e like th
e S

even
ties an

ym
o

re. It seem
ed

 to
 b

e a g
o

o
d

 tim
e to

 

leave the city and go back to living sim
ply and self-suffi

ciently in 
th

e co
un

try. W
e n

eed
ed

 a safe p
lace to

 d
ig

 in
 fo

r th
e b

acklash
 w

e 

fe
lt w

a
s co

m
in

g
 a

g
a

in
st th

e
 g

a
in

s w
e

 h
a

d
 m

a
d

e
 a

s w
o

m
e

n
 

a
n

d
 Lesb

ians in the S
eventies. O

ur intention w
as to b

uy a farm
 and

 

create a p
lace w

h
ere o

th
er Lesb

ian
s w

o
uld

 co
m

e jo
in

 us. T
h

ere 

w
e w

o
uld

 live to
g

eth
er—

b
uild

in
g

 cab
in

s, g
ro

w
in

g
 o

ur o
w

n
 fo

o
d

, 

and sharing the w
ork and the joy of a w

om
an-only com

m
une—

far 
fro

m
 th

e P
atriarch

y.

First w
e had to outfit our em

pty panel van so that w
e could live 

in
 it fo

r an
 un

d
eterm

in
ed

 len
g

th
 o

f tim
e as w

e traveled
 th

e co
un

try 

o
n

 o
ur search

. W
e g

o
t a d

yke carp
en

ter to
 b

uild
 us a b

ed
, sto

rag
e 

sp
aces, an

d
 a m

akesh
ift kitch

en
. Jo

 h
ad

 so
ld

 h
er h

o
use, an

d
 I 

h
ad

 just in
h

erited
 a sm

all sum
 fro

m
 m

y fath
er’s d

eath
. W

e p
ut all 

our m
oney in the bank and lived off

 the interest for the next tw
o 

years, n
ever to

uch
in

g
 th

e p
rin

cip
al. It w

as n
o

t th
at m

uch
 m

o
n

ey, 

b
ut in

terest rates b
ack th

en
 co

uld
 b

e as h
ig

h
 as tw

en
ty p

ercen
t, 

an
d

 o
ur o

n
ly real exp

en
ses w

ere fo
o

d
, g

as, veh
icle in

suran
ce, an

d
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elim
in

ated
 an

yo
n

e w
h

o
 n

eed
ed

 to
 earn

 m
o

n
ey in

 co
n

ven
tio

n
al 

w
ays. T

h
e in

tern
et h

ad
 n

o
t co

m
e in

to
 use yet, an

d
 even

 w
h

en
 it 

did later, w
e could only get painfully slow

 dial-up service.
T

h
e th

in
g

s th
at m

ad
e o

ur lan
d

 so
 un

p
o

lluted
 an

d
 quiet also

 

m
ean

t th
at w

e w
ere p

retty d
arn

ed
 iso

lated
. Fo

r a few
 years, it w

as 

a tw
enty-five- to thirty-m

ile drive to w
here the nearest Lesbians 

lived
. T

h
en

 so
m

e d
yke frien

d
s fro

m
 M

ich
ig

an
 settled

 o
n

to
 a lan

d
 

trust just fo
ur m

iles aw
ay, H

aw
k H

ill [see sto
ry, p

. 130]. Later, a 

co
up

le o
f o

th
er Lesb

ian
s b

o
ug

h
t in

to
 th

at lan
d

 trust as w
ell. S

o
 w

e 

h
ad

 a sm
all, in

sular co
m

m
un

ity w
ith

in
 a d

o
m

in
an

t culture th
at w

as 

alien
 to

 us, p
rim

arily w
h

ite h
etero

sexual p
eo

p
le w

ith
 extrem

ely 

co
n

servative p
o

litical an
d

 relig
io

us view
s, w

h
o

 h
ad

 lived
 in

 th
o

se 

h
ills fo

r g
en

eratio
n

s.

A
ro

u
n

d
 th

at tim
e, I w

as kn
o

cked
 u

n
co

n
scio

u
s b

y m
y h

o
rse, 

tem
porarily losing m

y short-term
 m

em
ory. That seem

ed to 
have the eff

ect of literally jarring loose som
e intense repressed 

em
o

tio
n

s 
still 

lu
rkin

g
 

in
 

m
y 

b
rain

 
fro

m
 

ch
ild

h
o

o
d

 
ab

u
se. 

S
u

b
seq

u
en

tly, I w
en

t in
to

 a p
ro

tracted
 an

d
 very d

eep
 d

ep
ressio

n
. 

T
h

ere w
as very little u

n
d

erstan
d

in
g

 o
f, o

r su
p

p
o

rt fo
r, an

y kin
d

 

o
f m

en
tal illn

ess in
 th

at ru
ral area, so

 w
e h

ad
 to

 co
p

e as b
est 

w
e co

u
ld

. W
h

at I h
ad

 n
o

t realized
 w

h
en

 leavin
g

 o
u

r A
rad

ian
 

co
m

m
u

n
ity in

 M
ich

ig
an

 w
as th

at w
e w

ere g
ivin

g
 u

p
 a stro

n
g

 

safety n
et o

f reso
u

rces an
d

 th
e su

p
p

o
rt o

f m
an

y o
th

er w
o

m
en

. 

T
h

e p
ressu

re o
f h

avin
g

 to
 b

e everyth
in

g
 fo

r each
 o

th
er b

ecam
e 

to
o

 m
u

ch
 fo

r u
s. M

y p
artn

er w
as n

o
 lo

n
g

er ab
le to

 h
an

d
le m

y 

in
ab

ility to
 fu

n
ctio

n
 n

o
rm

ally. W
e sp

lit u
p

 th
e farm

, w
ith

 m
e 

g
ettin

g
 th

e h
o

u
se an

d
 lan

d
 aro

u
n

d
 it, an

d
 sh

e g
ettin

g
 th

e cab
in

 

an
d

 th
e rest o

f th
e lan

d
. I h

ad
 to

 leave an
d

 g
o

 to
 a city fo

r a w
h

ile 

to find a support group w
here I could heal. W

hen I cam
e back to 

th
e lan

d
, I w

as d
eterm

in
ed

 to
 carry o

n
 th

e d
ream

.

I w
a

s
 c

e
rta

in
 th

a
t I w

o
u

ld
 n

e
v

e
r le

a
v

e
 th

is
 p

la
c

e
. W

h
e

n
 I d

ie
d

 I 

w
o

u
ld

 
b

e
 

b
u

rie
d

 
u

n
d

e
r 

th
e

 
h

u
g

e
 

d
o

g
w

o
o

d
 

in
 

th
e

 
u

p
p

e
r 

p
a

s
tu

re
. 

P
a

rtic
le

s
 o

f m
y

 h
o

rs
e

’s
 b

o
n

e
s
 s

c
u

rrie
d

 a
ro

u
n

d
 in

s
id

e
 g

e
n

e
ra

tio
n

s
 o

f 

field m
ice w

ho had gnaw
ed on her carcass after I had had to put her 

I d
is

c
o

v
e

re
d

 p
o

rtra
its

 o
f m

y
s
e

lf in
 th

e
 la

n
d

s
c

a
p

e
. T

h
e

 lim
e

s
to

n
e

 

rocks and cliffs becam
e part of a new

 backbone. The scaffolding of 
tre

e
s
 w

a
s
 th

e
 rib

s
 th

a
t p

ro
te

c
te

d
 m

y
 u

n
fu

rlin
g

 h
e

a
rt. A

n
d

 th
e

 c
re

e
k

 

flow
ed through the channels of m

y veins.

In the first years, there w
as a nonstop stream

 of Lesbian 
visito

rs to
 th

e lan
d

 w
e h

ad
 n

am
ed

 G
ath

erin
g

 R
o

o
t Farm

. H
o

w
ever, 

n
o

n
e o

f th
o

se w
o

m
en

 w
ere in

terested
 in

 actually m
o

vin
g

 o
n

to
 

th
e lan

d
 w

ith
 us. W

e h
ad

n
’t co

un
ted

 o
n

 w
h

at a d
raw

b
ack it w

as to
 

be tw
enty-five m

iles from
 the nearest tow

n of 2000 people. The 
clo

sest city w
h

ere w
e co

uld
 g

o
 to

 a m
o

vie, art m
useum

, o
r sto

re 

o
f an

y size w
as n

in
ety m

iles aw
ay, m

uch
 o

f it via w
in

d
in

g
 b

ack 

ro
ad

s. O
f co

urse, lo
cal jo

b
s w

ere p
ractically n

o
n

existen
t, so

 th
at 

Lesb
ians in T

heir G
ard

en.

Drawing by Jenna Weston, used with her permission
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S
H

E
 P

U
T

 L
A

N
D

Y
K

E
S

 O
N

 T
H

E
 M

A
P

: 
S

H
E

W
O

L
F

’S
 D

IR
E

C
T

O
R

Y

K
a
t
e
 E

llis
o
n

S
in

ce 19
9

3, S
h

ew
o

lf (D
r. Jean

 B
o

ud
reaux) h

as p
ub

lish
ed

 six 

ed
itio

n
s o

f S
h

e
w

o
lf’s

 D
ire

c
to

ry
 o

f W
im

m
in

’s
 L

a
n

d
s
 a

n
d

 L
e

s
b

ia
n

 

C
o

m
m

u
n

itie
s, o

n
 averag

e o
n

e every th
ree years. 1 S

h
ew

o
lf m

ad
e 

h
er w

ay aro
un

d
 th

e co
un

try fro
m

 h
er h

o
m

e b
ase in

 Lo
uisian

a to
 

visit as m
an

y Lesb
ian

 lan
d

s as p
o

ssib
le. W

h
ile m

o
st o

f th
e g

ro
up

s 

listed
 are lo

cated
 in

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates, a few

 are scattered
 aro

un
d

 

the English-speaking w
orld, plus a few

 European countries. I 
in

terview
ed

 h
er in

 A
ug

ust 2014.

W
hat do you think is the significance or value of the D

irectory?
It w

as a m
iracle it h

ap
p

en
ed

 at all. I b
elieve it w

as im
p

o
rtan

t to
 

d
o

cum
en

t th
is m

o
vem

en
t, to

 sh
o

w
 h

o
w

 w
id

esp
read

 it w
as, an

d
 to

 

give these w
om

en a w
ay to find each other. I lived in m

y ow
n land 

com
m

unity, W
om

onw
orld, and knew

 firsthand how
 hard it w

as for 
us to

 co
n

n
ect.

I d
evelo

p
ed

 a q
uestio

n
n

aire to
 g

ath
er th

e b
asic in

fo
rm

atio
n

, 

w
ith

 a lo
n

g
 b

lan
k sp

ace fo
r w

h
atever th

ey w
an

ted
 to

 say. I h
ad

 to
 

push m
ost of the w

om
en to figure out a w

ay to put inform
ation 

in
, even

 if th
ey d

id
n

’t feel safe revealin
g

 w
h

ere th
ey w

ere. M
an

y 

w
ere h

id
d

en
 o

r n
o

t lo
o

kin
g

 fo
r n

ew
 m

em
b

ers. I w
o

uld
 w

rite up
 th

e 

entries, and add m
y com

m
ents if I had visited them

. The first few
 

ed
itio

n
s w

ere ad
vertised

 th
ro

ug
h

 M
a

iz
e an

d
 L

e
s
b

ia
n

 C
o

n
n

e
c

tio
n, 

1  The title of the first directory says “1994-1995,” but it w
as actually published in 

19
9

3. A
ll o

f th
e S

h
e

w
o

lf D
ire

c
to

rie
s w

ere published the year before the first year 
in

 th
e title. To

 o
rd

er S
h

e
w

o
lf’s

 D
ire

c
to

ry
 (6

th ed
.), sen

d
 $16

.00 p
p

d
 in

 U
S

A
 fun

d
s 

to
 P.O

. B
o

x 1515, M
elro

se, FL 326
6

6
, fo

r o
n

e co
p

y d
elivered

 to
 an

y U
S

A
 ad

d
ress. 

O
n

 ch
eck o

r m
o

n
ey o

rd
er, o

n
 “P

ay to
” lin

e, w
rite JR

B
, n

o
th

in
g

 else. Fo
r o

rd
ers to

 
b

e d
elivered

 o
utsid

e th
e U

S
A

, th
e co

st is $25.00, in
clud

in
g

 p
o

stag
e. If yo

u h
ave 

questio
n

s after read
in

g
 th

e D
ire

c
to

ry, w
rite to

 S
h

ew
o

lf at W
im

m
in

lan
d

@
ao

l.co
m

.

d
o

w
n

 in
 th

e
 w

o
o

d
s
. T

h
e

 p
o

n
d

 w
a

tc
h

e
d

 o
v

e
r m

y
 d

a
y

s
 w

ith
 its

 s
in

g
le

 

e
y

e
. W

h
a

t I g
re

w
 a

n
d

 a
te

 fro
m

 th
e

 g
a

rd
e

n
 b

e
c

a
m

e
 m

e. A
lth

o
u

g
h

 I 

a
tte

m
p

te
d

 to
 s

h
a

p
e

 th
e

 la
n

d
, th

e
 tru

th
 w

a
s
, th

e
 la

n
d

 s
h

a
p

e
d

 m
e

 

m
u

c
h

 m
o

re
. I w

a
s
 n

o
t a

w
a

re
 th

a
t th

is
 s

c
u

lp
tin

g
 w

a
s
 s

u
b

tly
 d

is
to

rtin
g

 

m
y

 fo
rm

.

I faced
 so

m
e h

ard
 years o

f tryin
g

 to
 run

 a sm
all farm

 o
n

 m
y 

o
w

n
 w

ith
 very little in

co
m

e. I to
o

k an
y jo

b
 availab

le in
 th

e area to
 

sup
p

lem
en

t m
y erratic art stud

io
 in

co
m

e, fro
m

 carin
g

 fo
r a sick 

w
o

m
an

 to
 b

ein
g

 a h
o

use clean
er. D

urin
g

 th
is tim

e, I p
erio

d
ically 

ren
ted

 o
ut h

alf th
e farm

h
o

use to
 o

th
er w

o
m

en
, w

h
ile I lived

 in
 th

e 

o
th

er h
alf. T

h
e o

ld
 h

o
use an

d
 b

arn
 n

eed
ed

 m
ajo

r rep
airs I co

uld
 

not aff
ord. A

s I aged, the area I w
as able to garden grew

 sm
aller 

every year.

I n
o

 lo
n

g
e

r fe
lt th

a
t I w

a
s
 liv

in
g

 in
 m

y
 n

a
tu

ra
l h

a
b

ita
t. I h

a
d

 n
o

t 

s
im

p
ly

 re
a

c
h

e
d

 s
o

m
e

 fo
rk

 in
 th

e
 ro

a
d

, b
u

t a
n

 u
n

e
q

u
iv

o
c

a
l d

e
a

d
 e

n
d

. 

L
ik

e
 a

 ro
o

t-b
o

u
n

d
 p

la
n

t, I w
a

s
 n

o
t a

b
le

 to
 g

ro
w

 a
n

o
th

e
r in

c
h

 in
 m

y
 

o
n

c
e

-b
e

lo
v

e
d

 c
o

n
ta

in
e

r. I n
e

e
d

e
d

 to
 tra

n
s
p

la
n

t m
y

s
e

lf.

It becam
e clear to m

e that I had to be som
ew

here less diffi
cult 

an
d

 iso
lated

, so
m

ew
h

ere I co
uld

 g
et in

vo
lved

 as a m
em

b
er o

f a 

larg
er w

o
m

en
’s co

m
m

un
ity. T

h
e id

ea o
f p

uttin
g

 th
e farm

 up
 fo

r 

sale w
as excruciating, as w

as finally letting go of the dream
 of 

creatin
g

 a w
o

m
en

’s co
m

m
un

ity th
ere.

S
o

m
eh

o
w

 I sum
m

o
n

ed
 th

e w
h

erew
ith

al to
 m

o
ve o

n
—

an
d

 I 

fo
un

d
 m

y n
ew

 life p
artn

er in
 th

e p
ro

cess! E
ven

tually, w
e settled

 in
 

a p
lace th

at I feel at h
o

m
e in

 n
o

w
. B

ein
g

 a p
art o

f th
e G

ain
esville, 

Flo
rid

a, w
o

m
en

’s co
m

m
un

ity is so
 rem

in
iscen

t o
f th

e years I w
as 

a p
art o

f A
rad

ia in
 M

ich
ig

an
. P

erh
ap

s th
e d

ream
 w

as w
aitin

g
 fo

r 

w
hen I w

as finally ready. It seem
s I have com

e full circle. A
long the 

w
ay, I learn

ed
 so

m
e h

ard
 lesso

n
s an

d
 g

ain
ed

 a lo
t o

f exp
erien

ce 

fro
m

 livin
g

 as a Lan
d

yke fo
r a quarter o

f a cen
tury. I g

uess th
at h

as 

all co
n

trib
uted

 to
 sh

ap
in

g
 m

e in
to

 th
e to

ug
h

er an
d

 w
iser cro

n
e I 

am
 to

d
ay.
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S
H

E
W

O
L

F
’S

 W
O

M
O

N
W

O
R

L
D

, 1 
S

O
U

T
H

 LO
U

IS
IA

N
A

B
. L

e
a
f
 C

r
o
n

e
w

r
it

e

“W
o

m
en

 w
h

o
 aren

’t afraid
 o

f h
ard

 w
o

rk, livin
g

 

w
ith

o
ut luxury, an

d
 stretch

in
g

 th
em

selves em
o

tio
n

ally 

to
 learn

 to
 b

e real an
d

 lo
vin

g
, are en

co
urag

ed
 to

 w
rite 

an
d

 tell m
e th

eir d
ream

s. A
s w

e m
ake a m

atch
, th

is 

com
m

unity w
ill be off

 and operating, before the end 
o

f 19
9

0!” S
h

ew
o

lf, “W
o

m
an

’s W
o

rld
,” M

ad
iso

n
ville, 

Lo
uisian

a, M
aize 24 (19

9
0): 11

O
n

 
F

e
b

ru
a

ry
 

1
9

, 
2

0
1

3
, 

B
a

rb
a

ra
 

E
s
rig

 
in

te
rv

ie
w

e
d

 
S

h
e

w
o

lf 
in

 

h
e

r h
o

m
e

 in
 M

e
lro

s
e

, F
lo

rid
a

. F
ro

m
 th

a
t 6

0
0

0
-w

o
rd

 in
te

rv
ie

w
, B

. 

L
e

a
f C

ro
n

e
w

rite
 e

x
c

e
rp

te
d

 th
e

 fo
llo

w
in

g
 p

a
s
s
a

g
e

s
 a

b
o

u
t S

h
e

w
o

lf’s
 

w
o

m
e

n
’s

 la
n

d
 e

x
p

e
rie

n
c

e
 in

 L
o

u
is

ia
n

a
 a

n
d

 a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
 c

o
u

n
try

.

B
E: W

ere you draw
n to going back to the land, living sim

ply?
Shew

olf: Yeah
, m

y d
ad

 h
ad

 a h
un

d
red

 acres in
 so

uth
 Lo

uisian
a, 

an
d

 w
h

en
 I w

as a kid
, I w

o
uld

 g
o

 o
ut th

ere w
ith

 h
im

. Livin
g

 in
 cities 

all m
y life, I saw

 th
at th

e lan
d

 w
as so

m
eth

in
g

 w
o

n
d

erful. A
n

d
 w

h
en

 

I w
as th

in
kin

g
 ab

o
ut retirin

g
, I co

uld
 see m

yself th
ere.

W
ell, it m

ust h
ave b

een
 b

ack in
 th

e 19
6

0s, m
y d

ad
 retired

. H
e 

really couldn’t aff
ord to retire, so he said, “I’m

 going to sell this 
lan

d
.” A

n
d

 I said
, “O

kay, sell it to
 m

e.” Fo
r tw

en
ty years, I p

aid
 m

y 

m
o

th
er an

d
 d

ad
 fo

r th
is lan

d
, an

d
 w

h
en

 I retired
, I o

w
n

ed
 it!

B
E: W

hen did you start going there?
Shew

olf: T
h

e farm
 w

as in
 m

y fam
ily, an

d
 I started

 b
uyin

g
 it 

fro
m

 m
y fath

er in
 19

6
9

. R
o

ug
h

ly. I w
as teach

in
g

 at [th
e U

n
iversity 

o
f Lo

uisian
a] Lafayette, an

d
 it w

as ab
o

ut a h
un

d
red

 m
iles to

 th
e 

1  S
h

ew
o

lf called
 th

e lan
d

 W
o

m
an

’s W
o

rld
 in

 M
a

iz
e articles, b

ut to
d

ay p
refers 

W
o

m
o

n
w

o
rld

.

an
d

 
so

ld
 

at 
festivals 

an
d

 
a 

few
 

w
o

m
en

’s 
b

o
o

ksto
res—

o
n

ly 

m
arketed to Lesbians, in other w

ords. The fifth edition, 2007, w
as 

the first to be sold over the internet, on m
y ow

n w
ebsite set up for 

th
at p

urp
o

se.

T
h

e 
D

ire
c

to
ry b

alan
ces o

n
 th

at ed
g

e b
etw

een
 safety an

d
 

p
rivacy o

n
 o

n
e sid

e, p
u

b
licity an

d
 o

u
treach

 o
n

 th
e o

th
er. S

o
m

e 

w
o

u
ld

n
’t p

u
t th

eir in
fo

rm
atio

n
 in

 if it said
 “L

esb
ian

” o
n

 th
e co

ver; 

I took the ‘L’ w
ord off

 for the second edition and didn’t put it back 
till 2007 (fifth edition). There w

as a lot of fear in the beginning, 
even

 th
o

u
g

h
 it w

as th
e 19

9
0

s. W
o

m
en

 livin
g

 ru
rally w

ere very 

secretive at first, and m
any w

ould not let m
e publish their contact 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
. I kep

t p
u

b
lish

in
g

 w
h

at th
ey allo

w
ed

, th
o

u
g

h
, an

d
 

n
o

 tro
u

b
le cam

e to
 th

e co
m

m
u

n
ities, so

 th
ey g

rad
u

ally b
ecam

e 

m
o

re o
p

en
.

W
ill you publish another one?

I w
o

uld
 like to

, b
ut in

 reality, I’m
 lo

o
kin

g
 fo

r so
m

eo
n

e else to
 

carry it fo
rw

ard
. I’ve kep

t th
e n

am
es an

d
 ad

d
resses o

f everyo
n

e 

w
h

o
 h

as o
rd

ered
 it, an

d
 o

f co
urse th

e co
n

tact in
fo

rm
atio

n
 (n

o
t 

published) for each land group. For the first tim
e, w

ith the current 
edition, it is paying for itself. A

ll editions w
ere self-published, and 

I d
id

 all th
e w

o
rk, excep

t fo
r tw

o
 years w

h
en

 a g
al in

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s 

h
an

d
led

 th
e o

rd
ers an

d
 m

ailin
g

s. N
o

w
, th

e D
ire

c
to

ry sells itself—

m
o

re an
d

 m
o

re w
o

m
en

 w
an

t o
n

e. T
h

ree o
r fo

ur tim
es a m

o
n

th
 I 

get thank-you notes, m
any saying they found their new

 hom
e on 

Lesb
ian

 lan
d

 th
ro

ug
h

 th
e D

ire
c

to
ry. T

h
is ed

itio
n

 w
ill b

e so
ld

 o
ut 

so
o

n
. I’m

 alread
y g

ettin
g

 requests to
 b

e listed
 in

 th
e n

ext ed
itio

n
. 

W
hat a diff

erence from
 that first secretive edition!
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I h
ad

 a co
up

le g
als w

h
o

 w
o

uld
 h

elp
 m

e teach
 so

m
etim

es. T
h

e id
ea 

w
as th

at w
o

m
en

 w
o

uld
 co

m
e an

d
 so

m
e w

o
uld

 stay, w
h

ile so
m

e 

w
o

uld
 g

o
 b

ack h
o

m
e an

d
 b

uild
 o

n
 th

eir lan
d

.

Y
o

u
 kn

o
w

 th
e o

ld
 ro

u
tin

e. T
h

ey’d
 co

m
e, th

ey’d
 eat, th

ey’d
 

sleep
, th

ey’d
 d

o
 th

e b
uild

in
g

 w
o

rksh
o

p
s, . . . an

d
 I w

as p
ayin

g
 fo

r 

th
e fo

o
d

 an
d

 m
aterials m

o
st o

f th
e tim

e. I used
 up

 ab
o

u
t $50

,0
0

0 

just h
avin

g
 w

o
rksh

o
p

s b
ecause p

eo
p

le co
uld

n
’t p

ay to
 co

m
e to

 

th
em

. T
h

ey w
o

uld
 just co

m
e. S

everal w
o

m
en

 cam
e an

d
 lived

 o
n

 

th
e lan

d
 b

ecause th
ey h

ad
 an

 R
V

 o
r cam

p
er, an

d
 a co

up
le g

als 

signed up for tw
o years. W

hat I w
as trying to do w

as portion off 
so

m
e o

f th
e lan

d
 so

 th
at w

o
m

en
 w

o
uld

 h
ave tw

o
 o

r th
ree acres to

 

live o
n

 fo
rever. B

u
t it n

ever really w
o

rked
 o

u
t. T

h
ey all h

ad
 reaso

n
s 

for com
ing and reasons for leaving. Each one w

as diff
erent. M

ost 
o

f th
e w

o
m

en
 w

h
o

 cam
e w

ere p
retty n

ice g
als w

h
o

 d
id

 a g
o

o
d

 jo
b

, 

b
u

t th
ey h

ad
 issues. T

h
ey all h

ad
 issues.

W
o

m
o

nw
o

rld
 started

 o
u

t b
ein

g
 a L

an
d

yke p
lace w

h
ere Lesb

ian
s 

co
uld

 co
m

e an
d

 live, b
ut it turn

ed
 in

to
 a w

o
rksh

o
p

 p
lace w

h
ere 

th
ey cam

e an
d

 learn
ed

 skills an
d

 left. A
n

d
 after a w

h
ile, I g

ave up
 

S
hew

olf on tractor at W
om

onw
orld

, 1980s.

Photo courtesy of Shewolf

land. It w
as paid off

 w
hen I retired in 1985, w

hen I started w
orking 

o
n

 creatin
g

 co
m

m
un

ity th
ere.

B
E: H

ow
 m

any buildings did you have?
Shew

olf: T
h

ere w
as a h

o
use, an

 o
ld

 Jim
 W

alter h
o

use th
at m

y 

d
ad

 h
ad

 started
 fo

r m
y b

ro
th

er an
d

 h
is w

ife b
efo

re th
ey d

ecid
ed

 

they didn’t w
ant to live there. It never got finished, but m

y w
hole 

fam
ily h

ad
 w

o
rked

 o
n

 it. T
h

e lan
d

, th
is h

o
use, an

d
 th

e b
arn

, th
at 

w
as it.

W
e started off

 by going to the dairy and getting these little 
four-w

eek-old calves. [M
y girlfriend] Sandy and I bottle-fed them

 
fo

r six w
eeks o

r so
 un

til th
ey g

o
t o

n
 g

rain
. W

h
en

 th
ey w

ere b
ig

 

en
o

ug
h

, th
ree, fo

ur m
o

n
th

s o
ld

, th
ey w

ere read
y fo

r slaug
h

ter. S
o

 

w
e to

o
k th

em
 to

 th
e slaug

h
terh

o
use, an

d
 th

ey g
ave us b

ack th
ese 

b
o

xes o
f fro

zen
 steaks. W

e to
o

k th
em

 h
o

m
e, an

d
 w

e p
ut th

em
 o

n
 

th
e tab

le, an
d

 w
e co

uld
n

’t eat th
em

. W
e just co

uld
n

’t eat th
em

. I 

d
o

n
’t kn

o
w

 w
h

at w
e d

id
. W

e g
ave it all aw

ay o
r so

m
eth

in
g

, b
ut w

e 

n
ever d

id
 eat th

e d
am

n
 th

in
g

s.

W
e raised

 B
lack A

n
g

us fo
r ab

o
ut six years, fo

r b
reed

in
g

. B
ut w

e 

en
d

ed
 up

 w
ith

 a b
un

ch
 o

f b
ab

y B
lack A

n
g

us b
ulls. Tw

o
 ag

riculture 

ag
en

ts cam
e o

ut an
d

 lo
o

ked
 at m

y h
erd

, an
d

 th
ey liked

 th
em

. 

B
ecause I h

ad
 so

m
e really g

o
o

d
 sto

ck. S
o

 w
h

at I en
d

ed
 up

 d
o

in
g

 

w
as sellin

g
 th

em
 to

 th
e lo

cal ag
ricultural ag

en
ts. S

o
 I really n

ever 

slaug
h

tered
 an

y m
o

re o
f m

y cattle.

B
E: H

ow
 m

any w
om

en eventually lived on the land?
Shew

olf: W
ell, th

at w
as like a fruit b

asket turn
o

ver. I d
id

 

carp
en

try, so
 I g

o
t in

to
 teach

in
g

 w
o

rksh
o

p
s o

n
 b

asic carp
en

try. 

T
h

e ad
s said

 “fo
r w

o
m

en
,” b

ut it w
as teach

in
g

 Lesb
ian

s. T
h

e id
ea 

w
as, th

ey w
o

uld
 co

m
e an

d
 learn

 b
asic skills to

 take b
ack to

 th
eir 

lan
d

, an
d

 th
ey w

o
uld

 b
uild

 th
eir o

w
n

 little cab
in

s. It w
as easier to

 

b
uild

 a little cab
in

 if yo
u alread

y h
ad

 o
utd

o
o

r to
ilets an

d
 yo

u h
ad

 

running w
ater and all. W

ell, I had w
orkshops, about four or five a 

year, fo
r ab

o
ut tw

elve years. A
n

d
 th

e w
o

m
en

 w
o

uld
 co

m
e to

 th
e 

lan
d

 an
d

 live fo
r a w

h
ile. T

h
ey w

o
uld

 live in
 th

e w
o

o
d

s, set up
 a 

kitch
en

 . . . an
d

 w
h

atever th
ey n

eed
ed

. A
n

d
 w

e w
o

uld
 teach

 th
em

. 
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w
asn

’t g
o

in
g

 to
 criticize th

em
. I w

asn
’t g

o
in

g
 to

 take sid
es o

r try to
 

influence them
 in any w

ay, and so I got to hear a lot.
B

E: D
id you com

e to any conclusions about w
hy it has been 

so diffi
cult? W

hy conflicts com
e?

Shew
olf: W

ell, yeah. W
hen I first started out looking at lands, 

an
d

 started
 tryin

g
 to

 m
ake a un

ity at W
o

m
o

n
w

o
rld

, m
y little w

ise 

frien
d

 in
 C

alifo
rn

ia w
h

o
 w

as ab
o

ut ten
 years yo

un
g

er th
an

 I w
as, 

she looked m
e in the eye and she said, you are not going to get five 

Lesb
ian

s w
h

o
 w

an
t to

 d
o

 th
e sam

e th
in

g
 at th

e sam
e tim

e in
 th

e 

sam
e w

ay. Fo
rg

et it! A
n

d
 I ig

n
o

red
 it fo

r tw
en

ty years, b
ut sh

e w
as 

rig
h

t. E
veryb

o
d

y h
as th

e feelin
g

 th
at if yo

u b
uild

 it th
ey w

ill co
m

e. 

T
’ain

’t true.

E
veryb

o
d

y h
as th

e feelin
g

 th
at th

ey kn
o

w
 h

o
w

 th
ey w

an
t it. 

T
h

ey w
an

t veg
etarian

. T
h

ey w
an

t to
 g

ro
w

 th
eir o

w
n

 fo
o

d
s. T

h
ey 

w
an

t to
 b

e h
ealth

y. T
h

ey w
an

t to
 live o

n
 th

e lan
d

. T
h

ey w
an

t to
 

get off
 the grid. They w

ant to have a fem
inist group. They w

ant 
to cut them

selves off
 from

 the m
ainstream

. They w
ant to be 

B
leed

ing the d
iesel tractor w

hen d
ry, 

C
harrean at W

om
onw

orld
, 1980.

Photo courtesy of Shewolf

tryin
g

 to
 m

ake it in
to

 an
yth

in
g

 else. T
h

ey w
o

uld
 co

m
e fo

r o
n

e o
r 

tw
o

 o
r th

ree w
eeks an

d
 th

en
 th

ey’d
 g

o
. Fo

r exam
p

le, th
ree g

als 

cam
e o

n
e tim

e an
d

 th
e fo

ur o
f us b

uilt a yurt o
n

 to
p

 o
f a p

latfo
rm

. 

O
n

e
 w

o
u

ld
 te

ach
 b

e
lly d

an
cin

g
; an

o
th

e
r co

o
ke

d
 like

 a d
re

am
. 

She cooked all these healthy foods—
I ate tofu for the first tim

e 
w

h
en

 
sh

e 
cam

e 
an

d
 

co
o

ked
 fo

r us. T
h

e fo
ur 

o
f us h

ad
 th

ree w
eeks 

o
f jo

y.

B
E: 

B
ut 

nobody 
really 

stayed 
long 

enough that you could 
say you w

ere creating 
com

m
unity there?

Shew
olf: Yes and no. 

W
e had three gals w

ho
 

stayed long enough to
 

have a com
m

unity, but 

about 
the 

tim
e 

w
here 

you w
ould start having

 

the problem
s of com

m
u-

nity, the infighting and 
all, they w

ere on their 

w
ay out. A

nd, I think a 

lot of people w
ere afraid

 

of the S
outh, afraid to

 

com
e to Louisiana. U

nfounded fears. I m
ean, the first thing you’d 

h
ear fro

m
 p

eo
p

le w
h

en
 yo

u’d
 w

rite w
as, “D

o
 yo

u h
ave allig

ato
rs?” 

T
h

ere w
ere m

o
re sn

akes th
an

 th
ere w

ere allig
ato

rs. It w
as really 

un
realistic.

T
h

ere 
isn

’t 
a 

co
m

m
un

ity 
o

ut 
th

ere 
th

at 
d

o
esn

’t 
h

ave 
its 

p
ro

b
lem

s. W
h

en
 I w

as visitin
g

 all th
e lan

d
s, I alw

ays sat in
 o

n
 th

eir 

co
m

m
un

ity m
eetin

g
s. I w

o
uld

 listen
 to

 all th
e d

ialo
g

ue, an
d

 th
e 

th
in

g
 w

as, I n
ever carried

 tales fro
m

 o
n

e to
 th

e n
ext. T

h
ey kn

ew
 I 

S
hew

o
lf fencing after the storm

 at 
W

o
m

o
nw

o
rld

 in 1978.

Photo courtesy of Shewolf
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T
A

L
E

S
 O

F
 A

 T
R

A
V

E
L

IN
G

 D
Y

K
E

N
a
j M

c
F
a
d
d
e
n

F
ro

m
 D

ecem
b

er 19
83 to

 July 19
86

, I traveled
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates 

stayin
g

 exclusively w
ith

 w
o

m
en

 o
r o

n
 w

o
m

en
’s lan

d
, tryin

g
 

to find the ideal place to live the rest of m
y life. I prepared for the 

trip
 fo

r ten
 years, savin

g
 m

o
n

ey an
d

 co
m

p
ilin

g
 a list o

f w
h

at w
o

uld
 

m
ake a p

lace id
eal fo

r m
e an

d
 h

o
w

 I w
o

uld
 d

eal w
ith

 an
y p

ro
b

lem
s 

I m
ight encounter. I sent out self-addressed stam

ped envelopes 
to

 all th
e C

o
n

tact D
ykes in

 
L

e
s
b

ia
n

 
C

o
n

n
e

c
tio

n in
 areas w

h
ere 

I thought I m
ight like to live, w

ith a letter off
ering to do w

ork in 
exch

an
g

e fo
r ro

o
m

 an
d

 b
o

ard
 an

d
/o

r m
o

n
ey, w

h
en

 p
o

ssib
le. I 

w
as an

 electro
n

ics tech
n

ician
 b

y trad
e an

d
 h

ad
 exp

erien
ce in

 auto
 

m
ech

an
ics an

d
 th

e b
uild

in
g

 trad
es.

I started
 in

 th
e up

p
er M

id
w

est, traveled
 th

ro
ug

h
 th

e up
p

er 

S
o

uth
, an

d
 sw

un
g

 east th
ro

ug
h

 W
est V

irg
in

ia. I h
ead

ed
 so

uth
 to

 

N
o

rth
 C

aro
lin

a an
d

 th
en

 so
uth

 alo
n

g
 th

e co
ast, zig

zag
g

in
g

 in
lan

d
 

at vario
us p

laces. I w
en

t all th
ro

ug
h

 Flo
rid

a, th
en

 w
est all th

e w
ay 

to
 S

an
 D

ieg
o

. I traveled
 up

 th
e co

ast to
 S

eattle, an
d

 return
ed

 to
 

In
d

ian
a th

ro
ug

h
 th

e n
o

rth
ern

 ro
ute.

C
o

ld
 w

eath
er seem

ed
 to

 fo
llo

w
 m

e. It w
as so

m
ew

h
ere in

 th
e 

M
ississip

p
i D

elta w
h

ere I w
as stayin

g
 w

ith
 a w

o
m

an
 w

h
o

 lived
 in

 

an old sharecroppers cabin. It snow
ed so m

uch that for five days 
w

e w
ere un

ab
le to

 p
ush

 th
e d

o
o

r o
p

en
 to

 g
et o

ut. T
h

e o
n

ly h
eat 

w
as th

e o
ven

. I w
as ab

le to
 rep

air a sp
ace h

eater an
d

 used
 o

ld
 

n
ew

sp
ap

ers to
 in

sulate all th
e cracks in

 th
e w

alls. W
e w

o
re all th

e 

clothes w
e could fit into and slept together on the kitchen table. 

I truly b
elieve if I h

ad
 n

o
t b

een
 th

ere, sh
e m

ig
h

t h
ave fro

zen
 to

 

d
eath

.

W
h

en
 I w

as in
 A

tlan
ta, th

ere w
as a h

ug
e ice sto

rm
 th

at sh
ut 

th
e city d

o
w

n
. O

n
ce it th

aw
ed

, p
ip

es b
urst all o

ver th
e city an

d
 

flooding w
as a problem

. Since I w
as a N

ortherner, frozen pipes 

anti-m
ale. They w

ant to be pure, and they w
ant to do this w

ithout 
an

y m
o

n
ey. T

h
e w

o
m

en
 w

h
o

 are th
e m

o
st d

ed
icated

 to
 d

o
in

g
 th

is 

n
ever ever h

ad
 an

y m
o

n
ey. T

h
e few

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 m

o
n

ey w
en

t o
ut an

d
 

b
o

ug
h

t th
eir o

w
n

 lan
d

. T
h

ey set up
 th

eir o
w

n
 p

lace an
d

 th
ey said

, 

“Y
’all co

m
e.” N

o
b

o
d

y cam
e, at least n

o
t fo

r lo
n

g
. A

n
d

 it’s th
e sam

e 

all o
ver.

I h
ad

 seven
teen

 g
o

o
d

 years at W
o

m
o

n
w

o
rld

. I still h
ear fro

m
 

w
o

m
en

 w
h

o
 w

ere th
ere, w

h
o

 learn
ed

 so
m

eth
in

g
 an

d
 w

en
t o

ut 

an
d

 b
uilt th

in
g

s, an
d

 th
en

 th
ey m

ad
e crew

s an
d

 so
m

e traveled
 

aro
un

d
. W

e h
ad

 so
m

e g
reat tim

es.



122   
    Sinister W

isdom
 98 - L

a
n

d
y

k
e

s
 o

f th
e

 S
o

u
th

Fall 2015    
   123

S
h

e in
vited

 m
e to

 h
er lan

d
, S

an
d

h
ill, in

 G
eo

rg
ia (see “P

terad
yktil,” 

p
. 101), an

d
 I en

d
ed

 up
 sp

en
d

in
g

 several m
o

n
th

s th
ere, b

o
th

 d
urin

g
 

an
d

 after m
y trip

. A
t th

at tim
e, th

e lan
d

 w
as a co

llective m
ad

e up
 

o
f A

tlan
ta w

o
m

en
, in

clud
in

g
 Jud

y, S
an

d
ra Lam

b
ert, w

h
o

 w
o

rked
 

at C
h

aris B
o

o
ksto

re, a few
 o

th
er w

o
m

en
, an

d
 M

arg
aret W

aters, 

w
ho lived on the land in a solar-pow

ered house she had designed 
an

d
 b

uilt. I w
o

rked
 o

n
 th

e so
lar w

irin
g

 fo
r Jud

y’s h
o

use. I also
 p

ut in
 

an
 R

V
 w

ater h
eater in

 th
e b

arn
, so

 w
e n

o
 lo

n
g

er h
ad

 to
 b

o
il w

ater 

to
 d

o
 d

ish
es o

r clean
 up

, an
d

 b
uilt an

 en
clo

sed
 o

utsid
e sh

o
w

er. I 

valued
 m

y creature co
m

fo
rts!

I sp
en

t tim
e at th

e P
ag

o
d

a, a very m
ag

ical p
lace. I d

id
 a fair 

am
o

un
t o

f electrical w
o

rk th
ere, b

ut th
e o

n
ly th

in
g

 I recall w
as 

in
stallin

g
 an

 o
utsid

e lig
h

t o
n

 th
e co

m
m

o
n

 b
uild

in
g

. I stayed
 at 

S
ug

arlo
af K

ey, w
h

ere B
lue w

as livin
g

. W
e w

ere o
ld

 frien
d

s fro
m

 

o
ur N

ew
 Yo

rk C
ity d

ays a d
ecad

e b
efo

re. It w
as sum

m
er tim

e, an
d

 

I w
as rep

airin
g

 an
d

 p
ain

tin
g

 a ceilin
g

 in
 o

n
e o

f th
e g

uesth
o

uses.

In
 n

o
rth

ern
 M

ississip
p

i, I sp
en

t tim
e w

ith
 G

w
en

 an
d

 G
ail at 

S
ilver C

ircle, an
d

 h
elp

ed
 th

em
 b

uild
 a sum

m
er kitch

en
.

I stayed
 in

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s fo
r several m

o
n

th
s b

ecause m
y $500 

car n
eed

ed
 to

 b
e rep

laced
. I h

ad
 lo

ts o
f p

ayin
g

 w
o

rk d
o

in
g

 o
d

d
 jo

b
s 

fo
r Lesb

ian
 h

o
m

e o
w

n
ers. I also

 rew
ired

 a h
o

use fo
r tw

o
 w

o
m

en
.

T
h

at ab
o

ut d
o

es it fo
r m

y S
o

uth
ern

 ad
ven

tures. I visited
 o

th
er 

Lesb
ian

 lan
d

s: O
w

l Farm
 an

d
 Jean

 M
o

un
tain

g
ro

ve in
 O

reg
o

n
; 

O
utlan

d
 in

 N
ew

 M
exico

, an
d

 N
ett H

art an
d

 Lee Lan
n

in
g

’s lan
d

 in
 

M
in

n
eso

ta, to
 n

am
e a few

.

I stayed w
ith 125 diff

erent Lesbians or land groups. O
ne thing 

th
at b

ecam
e clear to

 m
e w

as th
e p

ro
b

lem
 o

f o
w

nersh
ip

. If th
e land

 

w
as privately ow

ned, it w
as diffi

cult, if not im
possible, to form

 
lasting

 co
m

m
unity. T

h
e land

s th
at still exist seem

 to
 b

e jo
intly 

o
w

ned
 o

r in land
 trusts o

f so
m

e typ
e. A

nd
 even m

any o
f th

o
se land

s 

h
ave fallen ap

art o
r h

ave just o
ne o

r tw
o

 w
o

m
en living

 o
n th

em
.

If an
y read

ers m
et m

e o
n

 m
y travels, I w

o
uld

 lo
ve to

 reco
n

n
ect 

w
ith

 yo
u. E

m
ail m

e at n
ajtun

a@
yah

o
o

.co
m

 an
d

 p
ut LE

S
B

IA
N

 in
 

th
e sub

ject lin
e.

w
ere so

m
eth

in
g

 I w
as fam

iliar w
ith

, so
 I w

as ab
le to

 th
aw

 o
ut m

y 

h
o

st’s (Liz H
ill) p

ip
es w

ith
o

ut an
y leaks o

r b
reaks.

In
 W

est V
irg

in
ia, th

ere w
ere tw

o
 w

o
m

en
 w

h
o

 o
w

n
ed

 a sh
o

p
 

w
h

ere th
ey so

ld
 an

d
 rep

aired
 law

n
 m

ain
ten

an
ce equip

m
en

t. T
h

e 

b
uild

in
g

 h
ad

 tw
o

 b
ath

ro
o

m
s (m

en
’s an

d
 w

o
m

en
’s), an

d
 sin

ce th
ey 

w
ere all w

o
m

en
, th

ey w
an

ted
 to

 turn
 o

n
e o

f th
e b

ath
ro

o
m

s in
to

 a 

sh
o

w
er an

d
 to

ilet. T
h

at w
as p

ro
b

ab
ly th

e m
o

st co
m

p
licated

 jo
b

 I 

d
id

. I w
as carefu

l ab
o

u
t m

easu
rin

g
 so

 th
at th

e sh
o

w
er su

rro
u

n
d

 

I w
ould purchase w

ould fit the space. W
hat I failed to take into 

account w
as the size of the door. The show

er w
ould not fit through 

it. I h
ad

 to
 kn

o
ck o

ut p
art o

f th
e co

n
n

ectin
g

 w
all to

 an
g

le th
e tub

 

surro
un

d
 in

to
 p

lace an
d

 th
en

 rep
air th

e w
all. B

ut I m
ust say, I th

in
k 

th
e b

ath
ro

o
m

 turn
ed

 o
ut n

ice.

I h
ead

ed
 d

o
w

n
 th

e E
ast C

o
ast, d

eto
urin

g
 to

 visit Lad
yslip

p
er 

in
 D

urh
am

, N
o

rth
 C

aro
lin

a. S
o

m
e o

f th
e w

o
m

en
 w

h
o

 w
o

rked
 

th
ere in

vited
 m

e to
 th

e co
ast fo

r a lo
n

g
 w

eeken
d

 w
h

ere w
e all g

o
t 

h
o

rrib
ly sun

b
urn

ed
. O

n
e w

o
m

an
 said

 sh
e h

ad
 h

eard
 to

o
th

p
aste 

w
o

uld
 h

elp
 th

e b
urn

s, so
 w

e all sm
eared

 o
urselves. I h

eard
 o

n
e 

w
o

m
an

 h
ad

 to
 g

o
 to

 th
e h

o
sp

ital after th
at w

eeken
d

. I kn
o

w
 it w

as 

several w
eeks b

efo
re I co

uld
 lie d

o
w

n
 co

m
fo

rtab
ly.

I am
 not sure w

here I first m
et M

yriam
 and M

artine, tw
o w

om
en 

fro
m

 C
an

ad
a w

h
o

 w
ere also

 travelin
g

. W
e kep

t run
n

in
g

 in
to

 each
 

o
th

er all th
ro

ug
h

 Flo
rid

a an
d

 w
ere ab

le to
 sh

are in
fo

rm
atio

n
 ab

o
ut 

W
o

m
en

’s Lan
d

 w
e h

ad
 en

co
un

tered
 an

d
 w

h
at w

o
m

en
 w

ere d
o

in
g

 

vario
us p

laces. I felt a real kin
sh

ip
 w

ith
 th

em
. It w

as like w
e w

ere 

th
e equivalen

t o
f a travelin

g
 Lesb

ian
 n

ew
sp

ap
er, g

ath
erin

g
 an

d
 

d
isp

ersin
g

 n
ew

s th
ro

ug
h

o
ut th

e S
o

uth
.

W
h

ile in
 Flo

rid
a, I h

eard
 ab

o
ut T

h
e N

o
rth

 Fo
rty in

 M
elro

se (see 

“The N
orth Forty,” p. 19) and attended the first LEA

P conference. 
T

h
at w

as a real h
ig

h
lig

h
t fo

r m
e an

d
 very en

erg
izin

g
. It w

as very 

excitin
g

 m
eetin

g
 so

 m
an

y d
yn

am
ic lesb

ian
s an

d
 learn

in
g

 ab
o

ut all 

th
e o

rg
an

izin
g

 th
at w

as g
o

in
g

 o
n

. I w
as quite im

p
ressed

 w
ith

 th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity in
 an

d
 aro

un
d

 G
ain

esville. It w
as at LE

A
P

 (O
cto

b
er 19

–

21, 19
84) th

at Jud
y M

cV
ey an

d
 I m

et w
o

rkin
g

 security to
g

eth
er. 



124   
    Sinister W

isdom
 98 - L

a
n

d
y

k
e

s
 o

f th
e

 S
o

u
th

Fall 2015    
   125

a livin
g

 d
o

in
g

 th
is. I just w

an
ted

 to
 g

ard
en

. B
ut I d

ecid
ed

 to
 d

o
 

th
at, an

d
 th

at w
as h

o
w

 I g
o

t in
tro

d
uced

 to
 farm

in
g

.

I’m
 talkin

g
 ab

o
ut m

arket g
ard

en
in

g
, g

ro
w

in
g

 veg
etab

les fo
r 

farm
ers m

arkets. B
y th

en
 I w

as rarin
g

 to
 d

o
 it, an

d
 m

et a w
o

m
an

 

w
h

o
 h

ad
 so

m
e lan

d
. I m

o
ved

 o
n

to
 h

er lan
d

, an
d

 w
e g

o
t in

vo
lved

 

(th
at w

asn
’t p

art o
f th

e p
lan

, b
ut it’s w

h
at h

ap
p

en
ed

). S
o

 th
at 

w
as m

y first attem
pt at a Lesbian land com

m
unity. O

ur fantasy 
at th

at tim
e w

as to
 h

ave w
o

m
en

 jo
in

 us an
d

 create a co
m

m
un

ity 

th
at h

ad
 a co

ttag
e in

d
ustry o

f farm
in

g
. W

e in
vited

 o
th

er w
o

m
en

 

to
 co

m
e an

d
 b

uild
 o

ut th
ere, live o

ut th
ere, an

d
 farm

. W
e w

ere at 

it about five years. A
nother w

om
an had com

e and built a house, 
an

d
 an

o
th

er co
up

le w
as th

ere. E
ach

 year, I h
ad

 ap
p

ren
tices. W

h
at 

h
ap

p
en

ed
 w

as th
at m

y p
artn

er an
d

 m
y ap

p
ren

tice g
o

t in
vo

lved
 in

 

a relatio
n

sh
ip

 w
ith

 each
 o

th
er, an

d
 th

at b
lew

 th
e w

h
o

le th
in

g
 o

ut 

o
f th

e w
ater. I left, an

d
 th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
 year, sh

e so
ld

 it an
d

 p
aid

 m
e 

m
y sh

are. T
h

at g
ave m

e so
m

e m
o

n
ey fo

r a d
o

w
n

 p
aym

en
t w

h
en

 I 

b
o

ug
h

t m
y n

ext farm
 in

 19
88, w

h
at b

ecam
e Full C

ircle Farm
. I also

 

h
ad

 a sm
all in

h
eritan

ce fro
m

 m
y p

aren
ts’ d

eath
, fro

m
 th

e sale o
f 

th
eir h

o
use, an

d
 b

y th
en

 I w
as in

 a n
ew

 relatio
n

sh
ip

, w
ith

 Y
ah

o
o

, 

also
 called

 M
arilyn

.

M
arilyn

/Y
ah

o
o

 h
ad

 a jo
b

 an
d

 co
uld

 g
et a m

o
rtg

ag
e, an

d
 I h

ad
 

ab
o

ut $30,000 fro
m

 th
e sale o

f th
at o

th
er farm

 an
d

 fro
m

 w
h

at I 

in
h

erited
 fro

m
 m

y p
aren

ts. I p
ut it all in

to
 a d

o
w

n
 p

aym
en

t o
n

 th
e 

farm
. I call it th

e Last G
reat Lan

d
 D

eal.

W
e w

ere just a co
up

le w
ith

 a h
un

d
red

 acres w
e w

an
ted

 to
 

sh
are. It w

as d
urin

g
 th

e late 19
80s an

d
 19

9
0s, w

h
en

 th
ere w

ere 

lo
ts o

f w
o

m
en

 lo
o

kin
g

, travelin
g

 th
ro

ug
h

, stayin
g

 an
yw

h
ere fro

m
 

th
ree m

o
n

th
s to

 a year. T
h

ere w
as a b

ig
, o

ld
, un

m
o

rtg
ag

eab
le 

farm
h

o
use o

n
 th

e lan
d

, an
d

 w
e w

ere livin
g

 in
 it to

g
eth

er. O
ur 

fan
tasy w

as th
at th

e farm
h

o
use w

o
uld

 b
e a co

m
m

un
ity h

o
use an

d
 

w
e w

o
uld

 all b
uild

 little sh
elters, little p

erso
n

al sp
aces, b

ut still 

sh
are th

e b
ig

 farm
h

o
use.

Fo
ur years after w

e b
o

ug
h

t Full C
ircle Farm

, Y
ah

o
o

 sud
d

en
ly 

d
ied

 in
 a m

o
un

tain
 clim

b
in

g
 accid

en
t. T

h
o

ug
h

 b
ro

ken
h

earted
, I 

FU
LL C

IR
C

LE FA
R

M
 (1988—

P
R

ESEN
T)L

y
n

n
 H

ic
k
s

W
h

en
 I started

 farm
in

g
, I cam

e ab
o

ut it kin
d

 o
f b

y accid
en

t. 

I h
ad

 b
een

 livin
g

 in
 N

ew
 Yo

rk an
d

 M
assach

usetts fo
r ten

 

years in
 m

y tw
en

ties an
d

 th
irties (th

e 19
70s). In

 M
assach

usetts, I 

w
as livin

g
 in

 an
 o

ld
 farm

h
o

use th
at a g

ro
up

 o
f us h

ad
 ren

ted
, an

d
 

I started gardening for the first tim
e. That w

as m
y first experience 

w
ith

 an
y kin

d
 o

f co
m

m
un

ity. W
e w

ere g
ard

en
in

g
 (n

o
t farm

in
g

), 

an
d

 h
ad

 a killin
g

 fro
st in

 A
ug

ust an
d

 n
ever saw

 a rip
e to

m
ato

! T
h

at 

influenced m
e to head back South for a longer grow

ing season. I 
co

uld
n

’t quite m
ake it all th

e w
ay b

ack to
 A

lab
am

a, w
h

ere I g
rew

 

up
, an

d
 an

yw
ay th

e g
ro

w
in

g
 seaso

n
 in

 N
o

rth
 C

aro
lin

a is b
etter 

th
an

 in
 A

lab
am

a. T
h

at’s w
h

at b
ro

ug
h

t m
e to

 th
e R

aleig
h

–D
urh

am
–

C
h

ap
el H

ill area, p
lus kn

o
w

in
g

 th
ere w

as a g
o

o
d

 p
ro

g
ressive 

p
o

litical clim
ate h

ere.

A
fter I started

 farm
in

g
, it cam

e to
 m

e th
at it m

ust b
e in

 m
y 

b
lo

o
d

, an
d

 I b
eg

an
 q

uestio
n

in
g

 m
y fath

er ab
o

ut farm
in

g
. H

is 

fam
ily h

ad
 b

een
 farm

ers aro
un

d
 C

o
lum

b
us, G

eo
rg

ia, fo
r m

an
y 

g
en

eratio
n

s. Just p
o

o
r d

irt farm
ers, n

o
t an

yth
in

g
 b

ig
. M

y fath
er 

b
ecam

e th
e resp

o
n

sib
le p

erso
n

 o
n

 th
e farm

 w
h

en
 h

e w
as very 

yo
un

g
, just startin

g
 o

ut, an
d

 usin
g

 a m
ule. W

h
en

 o
n

e farm
er in

 

th
e co

m
m

un
ity g

o
t a tracto

r early o
n

, m
ayb

e th
e 19

20s, th
e w

h
o

le 

co
m

m
un

ity used
 th

at tracto
r. M

y fath
er really to

o
k to

 it. H
e started

 

tinkering
 w

ith
 it and

 w
o

rking
 o

n it, and
 b

ecam
e a m

ech
anic th

at 

w
ay. S

o
 after th

ey lo
st th

e farm
 d

uring
 th

e D
ep

ressio
n, h

e g
o

t a jo
b

 

as a tracto
r m

ech
anic, and

 w
o

rked
 w

ith
 tracto

rs th
e rest o

f h
is life.

W
h

en
 I g

o
t to

 N
o

rth
 C

aro
lin

a, I lo
o

ked
 fo

r p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 w
an

ted
 

to
 live in

 th
e co

un
try an

d
 g

ard
en

. I just w
an

ted
 to

 ren
t so

m
e o

ld
 

h
o

use in
 th

e co
un

try an
d

 h
ave a g

ard
en

. T
h

ere w
as a w

o
m

an
 

w
h

ere I w
o

rked
 w

h
o

 w
as farm

in
g

 w
ith

 h
er p

artn
er. S

h
e sug

g
ested

 

I ap
p

ren
tice w

ith
 th

em
. S

o
 I lived

 an
d

 w
o

rked
 w

ith
 th

em
 to

 learn
 

farm
in

g
. It h

ad
 n

ever o
ccurred

 to
 m

e th
at yo

u co
uld

 actually m
ake 
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o
ur lo

cal n
ew

sletter, an
d

 in
 M

a
iz

e. A
ll seven

 lo
ts so

ld
 w

ith
in

 ab
o

ut 

a year an
d

 a h
alf.

T
h

e w
ay Full C

ircle exists n
o

w
, it is a co

m
m

un
ity. W

e each
 o

w
n

 

a p
iece o

f lan
d

, b
uild

 o
ur o

w
n

 h
o

uses, are very in
d

ep
en

d
en

t o
f 

each
 o

th
er, b

ut sh
are a lo

t. W
e o

w
n

 a tracto
r to

g
eth

er, an
d

 a truck 

an
d

 to
o

ls. W
e sh

are th
e m

ain
ten

an
ce, h

ave w
o

rk p
arties.

A
ll th

o
se years, I h

ad
 b

een
 tryin

g
 to

 create a co
m

m
un

ity w
h

ere 

w
e all o

w
n

ed
 th

e lan
d

 to
g

eth
er, an

d
 it d

id
n

’t w
o

rk, b
ut th

is d
id

. 

N
o

w
 all o

f th
o

se w
o

m
en

 w
h

o
 b

o
ug

h
t lo

ts h
aven

’t b
uilt, an

d
 o

n
e 

co
up

le d
ecid

ed
 n

o
t to

 m
o

ve fro
m

 M
ich

ig
an

, so
 so

ld
 th

eirs b
ack. W

e 

h
ave th

ree h
o

uses o
n

 th
e lan

d
, p

lus a tree h
o

use. W
e h

ave d
iversity 

in
 ag

es: th
e o

ld
est are 6

8 an
d

 70, tw
o

 are in
 th

eir fo
rties, an

d
 th

ey 

h
ave tw

o
 p

recio
us little g

irls (ag
es 6

 an
d

 10) w
h

o
 w

ere b
o

rn
 h

ere, 

an
d

 th
e d

o
n

o
r d

ad
 is a g

ay g
uy w

h
o

se lan
d

 b
acks up

 to
 o

urs. W
e 

h
ave an

 acup
un

cturist, a n
urse p

ractitio
n

er, an
d

 a p
sych

 n
urse w

h
o

 

live here! O
f those w

ho don’t live here full-tim
e, the youngest one 

is in her thirties, and others are in their forties or early fifties.

Full C
ircle Farm

 resid
ent D

oreen D
onovan.

Photo courtesy of Lynn Hicks

w
as lucky en

o
ug

h
 to

 in
h

erit h
er sh

are (an
d

 th
e m

o
rtg

ag
e) w

ith
o

ut 

issues fro
m

 h
er fam

ily. I d
id

 h
ave to

 p
ay estate taxes o

n
 th

e 

in
h

eritan
ce. S

h
e w

o
rked

 fo
r th

e state as an
 en

viro
n

m
en

talist an
d

 

had som
e death benefits that I used to pay off

 the land loan. I had 
th

o
ug

h
t I w

as g
o

in
g

 to
 lo

se th
e farm

, sin
ce sh

e w
as th

e o
n

e p
ayin

g
 

it off. In the end, she did pay off
 the loan.

W
e h

ad
 alw

ays w
an

ted
 to

 keep
 th

e lan
d

 in
tact an

d
 h

ave a 

lan
d

 trust o
r so

m
e en

tity to
 o

w
n

 th
e lan

d
 in

stead
 o

f in
d

ivid
uals. 

O
n

e o
f th

e p
ro

b
lem

s w
ith

 d
o

in
g

 th
at w

as th
at th

e w
o

m
en

 w
h

o
 

w
an

ted
 to

 o
w

n
 th

at w
ay h

ad
 n

o
 m

o
n

ey, an
d

 I co
uld

n
’t g

ive th
e 

lan
d

 to
 a lan

d
 trust. W

o
m

en
 n

eed
ed

 to
 b

uy a sh
are, so

 th
e w

o
m

en
 

w
h

o
 w

an
ted

 to
 o

w
n

 th
at w

ay d
id

n
’t h

ave m
o

n
ey, an

d
 w

o
m

en
 w

h
o

 

d
id

 h
ave m

o
n

ey n
eed

ed
 th

e security o
f h

avin
g

 a p
iece o

f p
ap

er 

fo
r th

eir in
vestm

en
t. Fo

r a w
h

ile, it w
en

t w
ith

 just w
o

m
en

 b
ein

g
 

th
ere tem

p
o

rarily, fro
m

 th
ree m

o
n

th
s to

 a year. A
fter a year’s 

trial p
erio

d
, th

ey w
o

uld
 leave b

ecause th
ey co

uld
n

’t b
uy in

. A
 few

 

stayed
 an

d
 ren

ted
 o

r d
id

 w
o

rk exch
an

g
e.

I h
ad

 ab
o

u
t g

iven
 u

p
 o

n
 h

avin
g

 a L
esb

ian
 lan

d
 co

m
m

u
n

ity 

w
h

en
 a series o

f even
ts led

 m
e to

 w
h

at is n
o

w
 a Lesb

ian
 lan

d
 

g
ro

up
. It w

as quite b
y accid

en
t, a seren

d
ip

ito
us accid

en
t. In

 2000, 

I h
ad

 can
cer. E

ven
 th

o
ug

h
 I o

w
n

ed
 a h

un
d

red
 acres, I h

ad
 n

o
 

m
o

n
ey. I h

ad
 h

ealth
 in

suran
ce, b

ut it h
ad

 a h
ig

h
 d

ed
uctib

le, an
d

 I 

didn’t have the m
oney to pay m

y out-of-pocket expenses. Tw
o of 

th
e w

o
m

en
 w

h
o

 h
ad

 b
een

 th
ere fo

r a year in
 19

9
6

, w
o

m
en

 fro
m

 

Flo
rid

a (n
o

w
 in

 Tam
p

a, B
eth

 an
d

 D
o

reen), left b
ecause it w

as to
o

 

cold for them
, but they had w

anted to just buy five acres from
 m

e 
and

 m
ake com

m
unity that w

ay. In 2000, I need
ed

 so
m

e m
o

ney, and
 

th
e o

n
ly th

in
g

 I co
uld

 d
o

 w
as sell lan

d
. I called

 th
em

 up
 an

d
 asked

, 

“D
o you still w

ant to buy five acres from
 m

e?” (that’s all I needed 
to

 sell). T
h

ey alm
o

st im
m

ed
iately cam

e up
 to

 N
o

rth
 C

aro
lin

a, an
d

 

w
e started

 talkin
g

 ab
o

ut co
m

m
un

ity an
d

 w
h

at w
e co

uld
 d

o
 w

ith
 it. 

T
h

ey en
d

ed
 up

 b
uyin

g
 fo

rty acres o
f Full C

ircle Farm
. T

h
ey w

ere 

financially able to do surveys, pull pow
er, and build roads to 

d
evelo

p
 th

is little co
m

m
un

ity o
f seven

 lo
ts. W

e ad
vertised

 in
 L

C
, in
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w
asn’t going to invest the m

oney in the stock m
arket) w

as finance 
w

o
m

en
 w

h
o

 co
uld

 n
o

t g
et a lo

an
 to

 b
uy lan

d
, w

h
ich

 I d
id

. I also
 

sold it below
 m

arket in order to m
ake it m

ore aff
ordable. Land is 

expensive here, so still not as aff
ordable as lands that are m

ore 
rem

o
te.

W
e lo

ve to
 h

ave visito
rs. A

n
yo

n
e w

h
o

 co
m

es to
 visit usually 

stays at m
y h

o
use, b

ecause I live in
 th

e b
ig

 o
ld

 farm
h

o
use. T

h
ere’s 

p
len

ty o
f ro

o
m

 th
ere. W

e d
o

n
’t ask fo

r an
y m

o
n

ey, b
ut m

o
st 

everyb
o

d
y leaves so

m
eth

in
g

. W
e sh

are m
eals an

d
 try to

 g
et 

everyo
n

e to
g

eth
er fo

r a p
o

tluck. I lo
ve sh

o
w

in
g

 th
em

 aro
un

d
, th

e 

lan
d

 an
d

 th
e area, a w

o
n

d
erful larg

er co
m

m
un

ity.

W
e 

h
ave 

a 
w

eb
site: 

h
ttp

://w
w

w
.fullcirclefarm

s.h
tm

lp
lan

et.

co
m

/ an
d

 are o
n

 Faceb
o

o
k: Full C

ircle Farm
s.

F
o

r 
in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 

a
b

o
u

t 
b

u
y

in
g

 
in

to
 

F
u

ll 
C

irc
le

 
F

a
rm

s
 

L
e

s
b

ia
n

 

N
e

ig
h

b
o

rh
o

o
d

 (3
0

 m
in

u
te

s
 s

o
u

th
w

e
s
t o

f C
h

a
p

e
l H

ill, N
o

rth
 C

a
ro

lin
a

), 

e
m

a
il L

C
L

iv
in

g
@

a
o

l.c
o

m
. T

o
 a

rra
n

g
e

 a
 v

is
it, c

a
ll L

y
n

n
 a

t 9
1

9
-7

4
2

-

5
9

5
9

 o
r e

m
a

il s
lh

ic
k

s
@

e
m

b
a

rq
m

a
il.c

o
m

O
f co

urse, w
e h

ave n
o

 (leg
al) co

n
tro

l o
ver w

h
o

 b
uys th

e lo
ts, an

d
 

w
e kn

ew
 th

at fro
m

 th
e b

eg
in

n
in

g
. S

o
 w

e h
ave o

ur leg
al co

ven
an

ts, 

w
h

ich
 are m

o
stly ab

o
ut th

e en
viro

n
m

en
t an

d
 n

o
n

vio
len

ce. A
n

d
 

th
en

 w
e h

ave a sep
arate set o

f ag
reem

en
ts, b

ecause yo
u can

’t 

leg
ally o

n
ly h

ave Lesb
ian

s. Yo
u h

o
p

e th
at if so

m
eb

o
d

y b
uys w

ith
 

th
at ag

reem
en

t, th
ey ag

ree w
ith

 it. A
n

d
 if so

m
eth

in
g

 h
ap

p
en

s an
d

 

th
ey d

o
n

’t, as h
as h

ap
p

en
ed

 in
 o

th
er co

m
m

un
ities, w

e’ll ap
p

ro
ach

 

th
e b

uyers an
d

 say, “Yo
u kn

o
w

, w
e’re all Lesb

ian
s,” an

d
 h

o
p

e w
e 

scare th
em

 aw
ay.

R
ig

h
t n

o
w

, everyb
o

d
y is h

ap
p

y w
ith

 it. W
e all act like w

e o
w

n
 it 

all. W
e ig

n
o

re p
ro

p
erty lin

es, w
e ig

n
o

re d
o

o
rs. W

e just w
alk in

to
 

each
 o

th
er’s h

o
uses, w

h
eth

er it’s to
 b

o
rro

w
 so

m
eth

in
g

 o
r h

ave 

coff
ee. So w

e all have the sam
e feeling about it. W

e all ow
n it all. 

I’m
 n

o
 lo

n
g

er farm
in

g
, b

ut w
e w

o
uld

 really like fo
r farm

ers to
 b

e 

h
ere. E

veryb
o

d
y h

as ag
reed

 th
at an

yb
o

d
y w

h
o

 w
an

ts to
 farm

 can
 

use any of the field land, regardless of w
ho ow

ns it.
M

o
n

ey an
d

 cap
italism

 h
ave n

o
t b

een
 a p

rio
rity h

ere (so
 far). 

W
h

en
 I so

ld
 th

e lan
d

, o
n

e o
f th

e th
in

g
s I said

 I w
o

uld
 d

o
 (sin

ce I 

Full C
ircle Farm

 land
o

w
ners and

 friend
s, 2008. 

Photo courtesy of Lynn Hicks and Doreen Donovan
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b
alked

 at Lesb
ian

s co
m

in
g

 to
 live at H

aw
k H

ill. N
o

t fo
r lo

n
g

. A
s I 

h
eard

 it d
escrib

ed
, o

n
e o

f th
e resp

ected
 straig

h
t w

o
m

en
 “stam

p
ed

 

h
er little fo

o
t,” an

d
 th

e m
en

 even
tually g

ave in
. W

e w
o

uld
 h

ave a 

w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

 trust an
d

 b
y th

at, w
e m

ean
t Lesb

ian
.

B
efo

re a m
o

n
th

 w
as o

ut, w
e w

ere jo
in

ed
 b

y an
o

th
er p

air o
f 

frien
d

s w
h

o
 w

ere p
assin

g
 th

ro
ug

h
 o

n
 th

eir w
ay to

 C
alifo

rn
ia, 

D
en

slo
w

 B
ro

w
n

 an
d

 Lin
d

a S
m

ith
. T

h
ey en

d
ed

 up
 stayin

g
, takin

g
 

o
ut th

eir o
w

n
 lease, b

uild
in

g
 a sh

ed
 an

d
 th

en
 a h

o
use an

d
 

even
tually a d

o
n

key b
arn

 an
d

 a b
ig

 sto
rag

e b
arn

. T
h

ey’re still h
ere.

Terri an
d

 I to
o

k o
n

 th
e o

ld
 farm

h
o

use, n
o

w
 o

ver a h
un

d
red

 

years o
ld

 an
d

 still d
o

in
g

 w
ell, b

uilt w
ith

 m
aterials fro

m
 th

e very 

lan
d

 o
n

 w
h

ich
 w

e lived
, m

y sw
eet little h

o
m

e w
h

ere I h
ave lived

 

m
uch

 lo
n

g
er th

an
 an

y o
th

er h
o

use in
 m

y life. W
e p

aid
 fo

r a b
uild

in
g

 

w
ith the sam

e dim
ensions (24 × 24) built right next door to serve as 

Terri’s art studio and m
y offi

ce, and w
e found ourselves caretakers 

o
f several o

th
er o

utb
uild

in
g

s. B
efo

re lo
n

g
, Lo

rrain
e K

eller jo
in

ed
 

Lind
a S

m
ith and

 D
enslo

w
 B

ro
w

n at H
aw

k H
ill, 2009.

Photo courtesy of Susan Wiseheart

H
A

W
K

 H
IL

L
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 L

A
N

D
 T

R
U

S
T

S
u

s
a
n

 W
is

e
h
e
a
r
t

I
n

 S
ep

tem
b

er 19
89

, I m
o

ved
 to

 th
e M

isso
uri O

zarks after years 

o
f lo

n
g

in
g

 to
 live in

 th
e co

un
try, sp

arked
 b

y sum
m

ers b
etw

een
 

ag
es tw

o
 an

d
 fo

urteen
 sp

en
t o

n
 a sm

all In
d

ian
a lake o

n
 w

h
at w

as 

o
n

ce P
o

taw
ato

m
i lan

d
, w

h
ere I sp

en
t ecstatic sum

m
er w

eeks.

H
aw

k H
ill C

o
m

m
un

ity Lan
d

 Trust, w
h

ere I still live, w
as “up

 fo
r 

g
rab

s,” acco
rd

in
g

 to
 so

m
e Lesb

ian
s w

h
o

 lived
 n

ear an
d

 w
ere m

y 

d
ear frien

d
s, Jo

 O
lszew

ski an
d

 Jen
n

a W
esto

n
. It w

as w
h

ile visitin
g

 

th
em

 fro
m

 o
ur h

o
m

e in
 G

ran
d

 R
ap

id
s, M

ich
ig

an
, th

at m
y th

en
 

p
artn

er Terri an
d

 I w
ere urg

ed
, th

e seco
n

d
 tim

e th
ey to

o
k us to

 see 

H
aw

k H
ill, to

 m
o

ve h
ere.

O
n

 th
e w

ay h
o

m
e, w

e w
ro

te a p
ro

p
o

sal to
 th

e b
o

ard
 o

f th
e 

regional land
 trust (O

zark R
egio

nal Land
 Trust) that o

w
ns the land

, 

w
h

ich
 is to

 b
e h

eld
 in

 trust in
 p

erp
etuity an

d
 cared

 fo
r assid

uo
usly. 

W
e w

ere p
rep

ared
 to

 take o
n

 th
e co

n
d

itio
n

s required
: all o

rg
an

ic 

g
ro

w
in

g
, 

o
n

ly 
sustain

ab
le 

fo
restry, 

if 
an

y, 
n

o
 

ro
w

 
cro

p
s, 

n
o

 

junkyards, no flush toilets (com
posting w

as “the w
ay” am

ong 
m

any of the back-to-the-land crow
d already here for over a 

d
ecad

e), an
d

 m
o

re.

W
e envisio

n
ed

 keep
in

g
 a few

 farm
 an

im
als an

d
 h

o
ld

in
g

 retreats 

fo
r w

o
m

en
 artists an

d
 w

riters. T
h

ere w
ere a co

up
le o

f very sm
all 

artist retreats, but the idea never really took off, despite a lot of 
w

o
rk b

ein
g

 d
o

n
e o

n
 it, alth

o
ug

h
 w

e d
id

 h
ave so

m
e w

o
rksh

o
p

s 

o
n

 to
p

ics like P
erm

aculture. W
e kn

ew
 very little ab

o
u

t w
h

at w
as 

p
o

ssib
le h

ere in
 th

e O
zarks, an

d
 w

e w
ere n

o
t really p

rep
ared

 fo
r 

living tw
enty-tw

o m
iles from

 the nearest tow
n, but our proposal 

w
as accep

ted
.

P
artly th

at w
as d

ue to
 S

uzan
n

e P
h

arr h
avin

g
 g

iven
 a w

o
rksh

o
p

 

th
at a lo

t o
f th

e w
o

m
en

 aro
un

d
 h

ere atten
d

ed
, Lesb

ian
, straig

h
t, 

an
d

 b
i, an

d
 sh

e h
ad

 sp
elled

 o
ut h

o
m

o
p

h
o

b
ia to

 th
em

 so
 clearly 

th
ey im

m
ed

iately un
d

ersto
o

d
 w

h
en

 so
m

e o
f th

e m
en

 o
n

 th
e b

o
ard
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sp
en

t tim
e at b

o
th

 h
o

uses in
 vario

us activities, an
d

 th
ey cam

e h
ere. 

W
e joined the local fire departm

ent, and som
e of us served on the 

board or w
ere trained to fight brush fires or audited the books 

o
r w

ere p
art o

f th
e auxiliary, h

elp
in

g
 raise m

o
n

ey fo
r equip

m
en

t 

an
d

 o
p

eratin
g

 exp
en

ses. W
e g

o
t to

 kn
o

w
 o

ur w
o

m
an

 m
ail carrier, 

w
h

o
 lives o

n
 th

e n
ext ro

ad
 o

ver, an
d

 th
e p

ro
p

rieto
rs o

f th
e n

earb
y 

o
ld

 co
un

try sto
re (w

h
ich

 th
e d

airy refuses to
 sup

p
ly b

ecause th
ey 

d
o

n
’t sell en

o
ug

h
 to

 m
ake it w

o
rth

 it).

W
e also

 jo
in

ed
 several o

th
er o

rg
an

izatio
n

s th
at p

ut us in
 

touch w
ith the local (m

eaning a hundred-m
ile radius) artists and 

p
ro

g
ressives, eco

lo
g

ists, an
d

 activists. S
o

m
e o

f us w
en

t to
 p

eace 

m
arch

es. I recen
tly atten

d
ed

 a w
ed

d
in

g
 o

f tw
o

 straig
h

t p
eo

p
le in

 

th
eir tw

en
ties.

Losing tw
o of our residents to breakups w

as hard, but w
e figured 

it o
ut as b

est w
e co

uld
. W

e all atten
d

ed
 co

un
selin

g
 to

g
eth

er an
d

 

w
e h

ad
 m

ed
iatio

n
 ab

o
ut an

o
th

er issue o
n

ce.

E
ven

 h
ard

er h
as b

een
 lo

sin
g

 P
at P

atto
n

 in
 2013. S

h
e m

o
ved

 

to one of the nearby sm
all tow

ns because, approaching her m
id-

seven
ties, sh

e w
as read

y to
 b

e d
o

n
e w

ith
 all th

at is required
 o

f 

living w
ay out here in The In-Betw

een, as one w
orker in an offi

ce 
referred

 to
 o

ur n
eig

h
b

o
rh

o
o

d
.

Learn
in

g
 ab

o
ut h

ay cam
e early in

 o
ur ten

ure h
ere. W

e h
ave 

good fields for hay that w
ould be even better if w

e put m
oney and 

en
erg

y in
to

 th
em

. Fo
r years, w

e fo
un

d
 p

eo
p

le to
 h

ay th
em

 eith
er 

fo
r p

ay o
r fo

r sh
ares, an

d
 w

e sp
en

t d
ays o

ut th
ere b

uckin
g

 b
ales 

in
 th

e h
eat an

d
 h

um
id

ity, usin
g

 it fo
r so

m
e o

f th
e an

im
als an

d
 fo

r 

m
ulch

in
g

 o
ur g

ard
en

s.

Fin
d

in
g

 w
o

rk fo
r m

o
n

ey w
as ch

allen
g

in
g

, b
ut w

e all m
an

ag
ed

, 

doing a variety of jobs both on and off
 the land, including 

nursing, m
assage, offi

ce w
ork, farm

w
ork, construction, clerking, 

research, census-taking, having rental properties in a nearby city, 
b

ab
ysittin

g
, an

d
 run

n
in

g
 a h

ig
h

ly reg
ard

ed
 b

usin
ess, even

tually 

fro
m

 h
o

m
e. I m

ay even
 b

e fo
rg

ettin
g

 a few
.

W
h

en
 w

e cam
e h

ere, w
e all h

ad
 id

eas ab
o

ut w
h

at it w
o

uld
 m

ean
 

to
 live in

 co
m

m
un

ity w
ith

 each
 o

th
er, all resp

o
n

sib
le to

 take care 

us, a M
issouri-raised lover-of-land, looking for com

m
unity and a 

p
lace to

 call h
er o

w
n

, just like th
e rest o

f us. T
h

ree o
th

er Lesb
ian

s 

(o
n

e co
up

le) h
ave b

uilt h
o

uses sin
ce th

en
. Tw

o
 o

f th
em

 h
ave left, 

as w
ell as m

y partner, Terri. In 2014, five Lesbians w
ere living at 

H
aw

k H
ill.

I w
as a very stro

n
g

 sep
aratist o

n
 m

y arrival an
d

 am
 still, b

u
t 

w
h

at it m
ean

s in
 m

y p
erso

n
al life h

as ch
an

g
ed

, livin
g

 in
 a very 

sp
arsely 

p
o

p
u

lated
 

area 
w

h
ere 

th
ere 

are 
m

o
re 

cattle 
th

an
 

h
u

m
an

s an
d

 w
h

ere w
e m

u
st d

ep
en

d
 o

n
 o

th
ers in

 w
ays I n

ever 

im
ag

in
ed

 in
 th

e city.

W
e also

 evo
lved

 a p
o

licy o
f in

teractio
n

 alm
o

st as so
o

n
 as w

e 

arrived
. W

e lo
ved

 o
ur tw

o
 w

id
o

w
 n

eig
h

b
o

rs, o
n

e n
o

w
 d

ead
, an

d
 

S
usan W

iseheart at H
aw

k H
ill.

Photo courtesy of Susan Wiseheart
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W
O

M
O

N
T

O
W

N
, M

IS
S

O
U

R
I: B

U
IL

D
IN

G
 A

N
 

IN
T

E
N

T
IO

N
A

L W
O

M
Y

N
’S

 U
R

B
A

N
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y

B
. L

e
a
f
 C

r
o
n

e
w

r
it

e
 a

n
d
 D

r
e
a
 F

ir
e
w

a
lk

e
r

“To
 w

alk h
an

d
 in

 h
an

d
 . . . o

p
en

ly.”

P
am

p
h

let fo
r W

o
m

o
n

to
w

n
, 19

89

O
ur desire to live in a “W

om
ontow

n” sprang from
 a late-

n
ig

h
t d

iscussio
n

 w
ith

 each
 o

th
er in

 19
89

 o
n

 o
ur b

ack 

p
o

rch
 in

 K
an

sas C
ity, M

isso
uri, as w

e sat listen
in

g
 to

 p
o

lice siren
s. 

“W
o

uld
n

’t it b
e n

ice if o
ur Lesb

ian
 frien

d
s lived

 in
 th

ese ap
artm

en
ts 

n
o

w
 o

ccup
ied

 b
y b

ig
o

ts an
d

 b
o

ug
h

t th
ese b

o
ard

ed
 up

 h
o

m
es? W

e 

co
uld

 w
alk h

an
d

 in
 h

an
d

, o
p

en
ly w

ith
o

ut h
arassm

en
t.” W

e b
eg

an
 

to
 talk ab

o
ut ch

an
g

e, b
ein

g
 ab

le to
 sh

are o
ur d

aily lives in
 a safe 

an
d

 sup
p

o
rtive p

lace. W
e kn

ew
 w

e co
uld

 n
o

t restrict w
h

o
 w

an
ted

 

to live in the neighborhood of three-story shirtw
aist hom

es 
interspersed w

ith six- to eighteen-unit apartm
ent buildings. But w

e 
w

ould actively find Lesbians and any gay-friendly folks, preferably 
w

om
yn, to help us take back our 7 × 7 block neighborhood that 

w
as h

isto
rically called

 Lo
n

g
fello

w
/D

utch
 H

ill.

P
rom

otion
W

e created
 a p

am
p

h
let exp

lain
in

g
 o

ur d
ream

s an
d

 listin
g

 

h
o

usin
g

 o
p

tio
n

s an
d

 all o
f th

e Lesb
ian

 ven
ues o

ur city h
ad

 to
 

off
er. W

e distributed it at potlucks and bookstores. To reach m
ore 

Lesb
ian

s, w
e p

ut ad
s in

 L
e

s
b

ia
n

 C
o

n
n

e
c

tio
n. T

h
e letters an

d
 p

h
o

n
e 

calls fro
m

 all o
ver th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates b
eg

an
 to

 p
o

ur in
. A

b
o

ut 

tw
enty-five percent of responses cam

e from
 Lesbians in eight 

S
o

uth
ern

 states, in
clud

in
g

 M
isso

uri, lo
o

kin
g

 fo
r an

 o
ut co

m
m

un
ity 

and also aff
ordable urban housing, jobs, college program

s, and 
Lesb

ian
 ven

ues in
 an

 en
viro

n
m

en
t w

ith
 a b

len
d

 o
f O

zark S
o

uth
ern

 

culture and M
idw

estern “show
-m

e” attitudes.

o
f th

e lan
d

 in
 a careful w

ay, as th
e trust is set up

 fo
r th

at p
urp

o
se. 

O
ur id

eas ch
an

g
ed

 an
d

 evo
lved

 as w
e cam

e up
 ag

ain
st vario

us 

things w
e had to figure out or w

ork out.
Fo

r m
e, m

o
vin

g
 S

o
uth

 fro
m

 M
ich

ig
an

 an
d

 o
ut o

f a city w
as 

h
ug

e. M
y an

tiracism
 w

o
rk un

d
erw

en
t b

ig
 ch

an
g

es, alo
n

g
 w

ith
 

everyth
in

g
 else in

 m
y life. I am

 in
 th

e S
o

uth
. O

r, um
, I am

 in
 th

e 

M
idw

est. D
epends on w

ho is defining. D
efinitely, I am

 in a key 
state o

f th
e C

ivil W
ar, w

h
ere feelin

g
s are still very p

resen
t ab

o
ut 

that not-so-long-ago w
ar. A

nd, in the tw
enty-six years I have been 

h
ere, th

e kin
d

s o
f th

in
g

s th
at n

eed
 an

tiracist in
terven

tio
n

 h
ave 

evo
lved

 an
d

 ch
an

g
ed

, to
o

. I see m
o

re p
eo

p
le o

f co
lo

r in
 th

e sm
all 

to
w

n
s. I h

ave learn
ed

 th
e h

isto
ry. I am

 as g
o

o
d

 an
 ally as I can

 b
e, 

an
d

 I n
ever d

o
 en

o
ug

h
. T

h
e sam

e m
ig

h
t b

e said
 o

f th
e issues o

f 

class, sexism
, ab

leism
, an

d
 all o

f th
e o

th
ers. W

e live o
n

 E
arth

 h
ere, 

despite being in The In-Betw
een. W

e are hooked up.
I sp

en
d

 tim
es in

 cities an
d

 I d
o

n
’t kn

o
w

 w
h

at th
e future m

ay 

h
o

ld
, n

o
r d

o
 an

y o
f us, b

ut I am
 alw

ays g
rateful to

 b
e h

ere, lo
vin

g
 

th
e lan

d
 d

eep
ly an

d
 th

e w
aters an

d
 air an

d
 w

eath
er, th

e o
th

er 

dykes in m
y (five-or six-hour radius) neighborhood, and all of the 

d
eep

 in
ten

se learn
in

g
 I h

ave received
 fro

m
 a m

o
ve so

 m
o

m
en

to
us, 

fro
m

 
city 

to
 

co
un

try, 
fro

m
 

salaried
 

p
ro

fessio
n

al 
to

 
h

o
urly 

co
n

tract w
o

rker, fro
m

 a larg
e p

o
p

ulatio
n

 w
ith

 p
len

ty o
f cultural 

o
p

p
o

rtun
ities to

 a sm
all o

n
e w

h
ere th

e culture takes so
m

e g
ettin

g
 

used to and is often a long w
ay off, and m

any other changes. It has 
b

een
 am

azin
g

 an
d

 to
tally w

o
rth

 it.
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w
alls, h

aulin
g

 o
ut lefto

ver jun
k, p

uttin
g

 up
 sh

eetro
ck—

co
vered

 in
 

dirt and paint, but sm
iling w

ith arm
s flung around shoulders.

W
e organized w

ork parties on w
eekends to m

eet U
-H

aul trucks 
an

d
 h

elp
 Lesb

ian
s m

o
ve in

 to
 ap

artm
en

ts an
d

 h
o

m
es. Lesb

ian
s 

w
ere g

iven
 th

e D
utch

 H
ill tulip

 b
an

n
er w

e h
ad

 created
 to

 h
an

g
 

in
 th

eir w
in

d
o

w
 so

 w
e all kn

ew
 “w

h
ere th

e Lesb
ian

s lived
.” W

e 

netw
orked w

ith local Lesbians to help find jobs for the Lesbians 
m

o
vin

g
 to

 W
o

m
o

n
to

w
n

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 n

o
t secured

 w
o

rk.

Lesb
ian

s in
 W

o
m

o
n

to
w

n
 b

eg
an

 to
 g

ath
er in

 each
 o

th
er’s h

o
m

es 

fo
r p

o
tlucks an

d
 to

 p
lan

 so
cial activities. S

o
m

e vo
lun

teered
 at 

P
h

o
en

ix, th
e fem

in
ist b

o
o

ksto
re, an

d
 at W

illo
w

 P
ro

d
uctio

n
s, th

e 

w
o

m
yn

’s m
u

sic p
ro

d
u

ce
r. O

ve
r tw

e
n

ty L
e

sb
ian

s m
arch

e
d

 in
 

th
e

 P
rid

e p
arad

e b
eh

in
d

 a W
o

m
o

n
to

w
n

 b
an

n
er. 1

W
ith

 m
o

re Lesb
ian

s in
 W

o
m

o
n

to
w

n
 an

d
 a g

ro
w

in
g

 p
h

o
n

e 

co
n

tact list, w
e all b

eg
an

 to
 feel safer an

d
 m

o
re p

o
w

erful. O
ver 

forty Lesbians gathered for the first “political” conversation 

1  A
 p

icture fro
m

 o
ur n

eig
h

b
o

rh
o

o
d

 street fair is in
clud

ed
 in

 th
e b

o
o

k O
u

t in
 

A
m

e
ric

a by M
ichael G

off
 and the staff

 of O
u

t M
a

g
a

z
ine (N

ew
 Yo

rk: V
ikin

g
 S

tud
io

 
B

o
o

ks, 19
9

4), 111.

W
o

m
o

nto
w

n resid
ents in P

rid
e m

arch in d
o

w
nto

w
n

 
K

ansas C
ity, 1990.

Courtesy of B. Leaf Cronewrite and Drea Firewalker

W
e m

et Lesb
ian

s at th
e 

airp
o

rt, 
p

ro
vid

ed
 

h
o

usin
g

 

an
d

 
m

eals, 
created

 
so

cial 

g
ath

erin
g

s, to
urs o

f th
e city, 

an
d

 
w

alkin
g

 
to

urs 
o

f 
th

e 

n
eig

h
b

o
rh

o
o

d
 w

ith
 o

ur Les-
bian-friendly realtor, O

uida, 
w

h
o

 
g

ain
ed

 
us 

access 
to

 

an
y h

o
use fo

r sale. W
e used

 

o
ur ow

n m
o

ney fo
r all o

f o
ur 

o
utreach an

d
 received

 a few
 

d
o

n
atio

n
s 

fro
m

 
sup

p
o

rtive 

Lesb
ian

s.

W
e felt an

 in
stan

t b
o

n
d

 

w
ith

 a n
um

b
er o

f th
e Les-

b
ian

s w
h

o
 cam

e read
y fo

r a 

ch
an

g
e in

 th
eir lives an

d
 full 

o
f excitem

en
t to

 live in
 W

o-
m

o
n

to
w

n
. T

h
o

se 
w

h
o

 
“g

o
t 

it” cam
e b

ack, m
o

ved
 in

, an
d

 

h
elp

ed
 sp

read
 th

e w
o

rd
.

A
fter 

visitin
g

 
W

o
m

o
n-

to
w

n
 in

 19
9

2, M
arilyn

 M
urp

h
y h

elp
ed

 tell o
ur sto

ry in
 h

er “Les-
b

ian
ic Lo

g
ic” co

lum
n

 in
 L

e
s
b

ia
n

 N
e

w
s
. S

everal years, G
irlfrie

n
d

s
 

M
a

g
a

z
in

e chose K
ansas City as one of the top ten Lesbian-friendly 

cities, sayin
g

 “W
o

m
o

n
to

w
n

 is th
e co

un
try’s o

n
ly urb

an
 w

o
m

yn
’s 

lan
d

.”

W
om

ontow
n A

ctivities
O

ur sen
se o

f co
m

m
un

ity w
as g

ro
w

in
g

. O
n

 w
eeken

d
s, lo

cal 

Lesb
ian

s 
an

d
 W

o
m

o
n

to
w

n
 

Lesb
ian

s 
jo

in
ed

 
us 

at 
th

e 
future 

w
o

m
yn

’s cen
ter, set up

 a g
rill in

 th
e yard

, turn
ed

 up
 th

e b
o

o
m

 

boxes, built a fence, clim
bed scaff

olding, and painted the big 
h

o
use laven

d
er. O

th
er w

eeken
d

s, w
e w

ere in
sid

e tearin
g

 o
ut 

W
o

m
o

nto
w

n pam
phlet, 1989.

Courtesy of B. Leaf Cronewrite and Drea Firewalker
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O
ur Lesbian-influenced leadership and the persistence of 

sup
p

o
rters d

efeated
 th

e d
evelo

p
er’s M

aster P
lan

. Lesb
ian

s’ h
o

m
es 

an
d

 th
e d

iverse n
eig

h
b

o
rh

o
o

d
 h

eritag
e w

ere p
reserved

. A
 n

ew
 

M
aster P

lan
 w

ith
o

ut th
e d

estructive elem
en

ts o
f th

e earlier p
lan

 

w
as co

m
p

iled
 b

y K
aren

, a Lesb
ian

, an
d

 it w
as ad

o
p

ted
. A

llian
ces 

w
ere m

ad
e w

ith
 o

th
er n

eig
h

b
o

rh
o

o
d

 asso
ciatio

n
s to

 b
uild

 trust. 

G
ran

ts fo
r n

eig
h

b
o

rh
o

o
d

 im
p

ro
vem

en
t w

ere g
ain

ed
. A

p
artm

en
t 

o
w

n
ers an

d
 so

m
e n

o
n

th
reaten

ed
 resid

en
ts w

ere w
o

n
 o

ver. A
 few

 

w
ere n

o
t an

d
 m

ad
e sub

tle m
o

ves to
 un

d
erm

in
e th

e successes 

g
ain

ed
.

W
om

ontow
n Success 

A
t its p

eak in
 th

e early 19
9

0s, n
early eig

h
ty Lesb

ian
s (B

lack, 

Latina, w
hite) lived in the 7 × 7 block radius of W

om
ontow

n. M
ost 

w
ere in

 th
eir tw

en
ties an

d
 th

irties. O
ver tw

en
ty h

o
uses w

ere so
ld

 

to
 Lesb

ian
 fam

ilies, an
d

 o
ver fo

rty Lesb
ian

s ren
ted

 ap
artm

en
ts. 

S
o

m
e o

w
n

ers stayed
 aw

h
ile, ren

ted
 to

 o
th

er Lesb
ian

s, o
r m

ad
e 

p
erio

d
ic trip

s b
ack to

 visit. Lesb
ian

s h
ad

 a p
h

o
n

e co
n

tact list, an
d

 

every w
eek, th

ey fell in
to

 a rh
yth

m
 o

f livin
g

 in
 co

m
m

un
ity, w

ith
 

off
ers of sharing skills, w

ith a friendly w
ave, or just by occupying 

sp
ace in

 clo
se p

ro
xim

ity to
 o

th
er Lesb

ian
s. S

o
m

e w
ere co

n
stan

tly 

finding w
ays to m

ake W
om

ontow
n better. O

ne Lesbian created 
a list o

f a h
un

d
red

 th
in

g
s th

at Lesb
ian

s co
uld

 d
o

 to
 h

elp
 o

th
er 

Lesb
ian

s in
 W

o
m

o
n

to
w

n
.

T
h

e tw
o

 o
f us sp

en
t o

ur en
erg

y co
n

stan
tly fo

r th
ree years to

 

b
uild

 th
e W

o
m

o
n

to
w

n
 co

m
m

un
ity. W

e realized
 o

ur d
ream

 h
ad

 

co
m

e true. W
e lo

ved
 h

avin
g

 Lesb
ian

 n
eig

h
b

o
rs an

d
 a safer p

lace 

to
 live. W

e lo
ved

 all th
e p

o
sitive ch

an
g

es an
d

 w
o

n
d

erful Lesb
ian

s 

th
at h

elp
ed

 create co
m

m
un

ity sp
irit.

W
om

ontow
n’s Second W

ave
A

fter Lesb
ian

s settled
 in

 an
d

 g
o

t jo
b

s, m
an

y b
eg

an
 to

 exp
an

d
 

th
eir so

cial circles an
d

 p
articip

ate in
 m

uch
 th

at K
an

sas C
ity h

ad
 to

 

off
er. Som

e m
ade a conscious eff

ort to create gatherings for all 

ab
o

ut h
o

w
 to

 use th
e Lo

n
g

fello
w

 C
o

m
m

un
ity A

sso
ciatio

n
 (LC

A
) 

to take advantage of city program
s like free paint or low

-priced 
d

um
p

sters, an
d

 g
ran

ts fo
r up

g
rad

in
g

 streetlig
h

ts. W
e visited

 th
e 

elderly w
om

yn in the neighborhood and off
ered them

 rides 
to

 th
e g

ro
cery o

r to
 LC

A
 m

eetin
g

s. S
lo

w
ly, w

e all b
eg

an
 sittin

g
 

o
p

en
ly o

n
 o

ur p
o

rch
es, w

avin
g

, an
d

 feelin
g

 m
o

re secure.

LC
A

 Political Involvem
ent

T
h

e 
m

ajo
rity 

o
f 

h
o

m
e 

o
w

n
ers 

an
d

 
LC

A
 

m
em

b
ers 

in
 

th
e 

Lo
n

g
fello

w
/D

utch
 H

ill n
eig

h
b

o
rh

o
o

d
 w

ere w
h

ite. T
h

e Lesb
ian

 

ow
ners and renters w

ere about fifty percent w
hite and fifty 

p
ercen

t p
eo

p
le o

f co
lo

r.

S
o

m
e in

 LC
A

 felt th
reaten

ed
 th

at so
o

n
 th

ey w
o

uld
 b

e in
 th

e 

m
in

o
rity, b

ased
 o

n
 eith

er race o
r sexual p

referen
ce. S

o
m

e w
ere 

w
ary th

at ren
ters sh

o
uld

 h
ave a vo

ice o
r a vo

te in
 n

eig
h

b
o

rh
o

o
d

 

aff
airs. Som

e thought that having too m
any Lesbians w

ould 
b

rin
g

 d
o

w
n

 p
ro

p
erty values.

S
o

m
e en

co
urag

ed
 a p

ro
p

erty d
evelo

p
er to

 create a M
aster P

lan
 

to use “em
inent dom

ain” to take property it deem
ed unfit. The 

rem
ain

in
g

 p
ro

p
erty w

o
uld

 b
e b

ro
ug

h
t b

ack to
 th

e “stan
d

ard
s,” 

such
 as trad

itio
nal w

in
d

o
w

s an
d

 h
isto

rical co
lo

r selectio
n

s, an
d

 

uniform
ity of stated covenants w

ould be enforced by fines. A
ll 

stan
d

ard
izatio

n
 an

d
 “n

eig
h

b
o

rh
o

o
d

 im
p

ro
vem

en
ts” th

at in
clud

ed
 

addition of old-style lantern streetlam
ps, entrance gates w

ith 
g

uard
 p

o
sts, an

d
 a b

rick w
all p

erip
h

ery w
ere to

 b
e p

aid
 fo

r b
y Tax 

In
crem

en
t Finan

cin
g

 (T
IF

) fun
d

s th
at cam

e fro
m

 fu
ture g

ain
s fro

m
 

h
ig

h
er p

ro
p

erty taxes. Lesb
ian

s o
f W

o
m

o
n

to
w

n
 d

ecid
ed

 to
 take 

o
ver th

e asso
ciatio

n
.

T
h

e LC
A

 m
em

b
ersh

ip
 sw

elled
 fro

m
 sixty to

 o
ver tw

o
 h

un
d

red
 

w
ith

 th
e ad

d
itio

n
 o

f m
an

y Lesb
ian

s an
d

 n
ew

 sup
p

o
rters. W

e 

created a slate of candidates w
ho w

on all offi
ces handily. D

rea w
as 

P
resid

en
t an

d
 B

. Leaf (th
en

 kn
o

w
n

 as M
ary A

n
n) w

as S
ecretary 

an
d

 N
ew

sletter E
d

ito
r. A

 g
ay m

an
 an

d
 a Lesb

ian
 h

eld
 th

e o
th

er 

offi
ces. The LCA

 old-tim
ers w

ere shocked, and som
e w

ere angry 
at th

e ch
an

g
es.
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responsibilities. Both of Leaf’s parents, suff
ering from

 dem
entia 

in
 n

earb
y K

an
sas, required

 a lo
t o

f h
er care an

d
 even

tually d
ied

 in
 

1991. D
rea had to fly to Illinois to m

anage her grandm
other’s care 

and then her aff
airs after she succum

bed to cancer. In 1993, Leaf’s 
jo

b
 tran

sferred
 to

 A
tlan

ta, so
 w

e o
p

ted
 fo

r a b
reak, keep

in
g

 o
ur 

p
ro

p
erty in

 an
ticip

atio
n

 o
f return

in
g

 after a few
 years.

V
estig

es o
f W

o
m

o
n

to
w

n
 still exist tw

en
ty years later. A

b
o

ut 

th
irty Lesb

ian
s still live in

 W
o

m
o

n
to

w
n

 to
d

ay. M
o

st kn
o

w
 each

 

o
th

er, an
d

 so
m

e sp
o

n
tan

eo
us g

ath
erin

g
s still o

ccur in
 b

ackyard
s 

an
d

 p
o

rch
es to

 talk ab
o

ut th
e h

eig
h

t o
f th

e W
o

m
o

n
to

w
n

 d
ays. A

 

few
 Lesb

ian
s an

d
 so

m
e o

f th
e n

ew
 resid

en
ts co

n
tin

ue to
 p

articip
ate 

in
 LC

A
. 

W
e visit in

 th
e sp

rin
g

 an
d

 fall, stayin
g

 in
 o

ur stud
io

 ap
artm

en
t 

b
eh

in
d

 o
ur ap

artm
en

t b
uild

in
g

. O
ur m

ain
 resid

en
ce is in

 A
tlan

ta. 

The last tim
e w

e w
ere visiting K

ansas City, w
e w

ere gratified 
w

h
en

 tw
o

 yo
un

g
 Lesb

ian
s w

alkin
g

 d
o

w
n

 th
e alley sto

p
p

ed
 at o

ur 

ap
artm

en
t yard

 w
h

ere w
e w

ere w
o

rkin
g

 an
d

 said
, “W

e h
eard

 th
is 

n
eig

h
b

o
rh

o
o

d
 w

as called
 W

o
m

o
n

to
w

n
. T

h
at’s w

h
y w

e m
o

ved
 

h
ere.” W

e sm
iled

.

W
o

m
o

n
to

w
n

 Lesb
ian

s. S
o

m
e ch

o
se to

 atten
d

 even
ts sp

o
n

so
red

 

b
y 

th
e 

lo
cal 

K
an

sas C
ity W

o
m

yn
’s S

up
p

o
rt G

ro
up

, 
Laven

d
er 

U
m

b
rella, o

r Lesb
ian

s o
f co

lo
r o

utsid
e W

o
m

o
n

to
w

n
. O

th
ers g

rew
 

clo
ser o

n
ly to

 th
eir o

w
n

 n
eig

h
b

o
rs an

d
 frien

d
s. S

o
m

e created
 

rivalries, an
d

 vied
 fo

r “lead
ersh

ip
.” A

s Lesb
ian

s g
o

t co
m

fo
rtab

le, 

th
ey d

id
 n

o
t co

n
tin

ue th
e m

o
m

en
tum

 b
y p

articip
atin

g
 as o

ften
 in

 

th
e co

m
m

un
ity o

r b
y en

co
urag

in
g

 Lesb
ian

s th
ey kn

ew
 to

 m
o

ve to
 

W
o

m
o

n
to

w
n

.

A
s tim

e w
ent on, attendance fell off

 to W
om

ontow
n potlucks 

o
r o

rg
an

ized
 so

cial even
ts. A

s h
o

m
es w

ere up
g

rad
ed

, skill sh
arin

g
 

lessen
ed

. Few
er Lesb

ian
s m

et o
n

 S
aturd

ays fo
r alley an

d
 vacan

t lo
t 

cleanup days or to attend the tw
o-hour LCA

 m
onthly m

eetings to 
h

ear a p
o

lice rep
o

rt, a g
ran

t status, o
r a streetlig

h
t up

d
ate. S

o
m

e 

p
aid

 little atten
tio

n
 to

 th
e vig

ilan
ce n

eed
ed

 fo
r m

id
to

w
n

 livin
g

.

A
 n

um
b

er o
f Lesb

ian
s settled

 in
. S

o
m

e ch
o

se to
 leave fo

r 

diff
erent reasons. O

thers got into new
 relationships, then broke 

up
, an

d
 o

n
e o

r b
o

th
 m

o
ved

 to
 an

o
th

er p
art o

f th
e city. A

fter 

several years, so
m

e g
o

t h
o

m
esick fo

r fam
ily an

d
 m

o
ved

 b
ack to

 

th
eir h

o
m

e state. S
o

m
e ch

o
se to

 m
o

ve to
 th

e sub
urb

s to
 h

ave a 

n
ew

er h
o

m
e o

r b
e clo

ser to
 w

o
rk. S

o
m

e m
o

ved
 b

ecause as th
e 

n
e

ig
h

b
o

rh
o

o
d

 crim
e

 d
e

cre
ase

d
 an

d
 h

o
m

e
s w

e
re

 im
p

ro
ve

d
, 

the hom
e and rent prices and taxes rose, m

aking it unaff
ordable 

for low
-incom

e Lesbians. G
ay m

en and urban professionals m
oved 

in
 an

d
 m

ad
e exten

sive ren
o

vatio
n

s.

S
everal facto

rs h
elp

ed
 us d

ecid
e to

 let o
ur d

ream
 g

ro
w

 o
n

 its 

o
w

n
. W

e th
o

ug
h

t w
e co

uld
 b

alan
ce o

ur fo
rays in

to
 th

e p
atriarch

al 

LC
A

 w
ith

 th
e sup

p
o

rtive en
erg

y o
f o

ur co
m

m
un

ity. Yet, strug
g

lin
g

 

ag
ain

st th
e d

isen
ch

an
ted

 straig
h

t LC
A

 co
m

m
un

ity d
rain

ed
 o

ur 

en
erg

y an
d

 th
at o

f o
ur activist co

re o
f Lesb

ian
s, esp

ecially w
ith

 

p
erso

n
al th

reats fro
m

 th
e an

g
riest straig

h
t resid

en
ts, w

h
o

 w
an

ted
 

to
 create a w

h
o

le n
ew

 n
eig

h
b

o
rh

o
o

d
 asso

ciatio
n

. C
o

n
stan

tly 

en
co

urag
in

g
 lo

cal Lesb
ian

s to
 sup

p
o

rt an
d

 m
o

ve to
 W

o
m

o
n

to
w

n
 

w
as d

isco
urag

in
g

 w
h

en
 th

ey o
n

ly cam
e to

 W
o

m
o

n
to

w
n

 to
 en

jo
y 

th
e so

cial even
ts. A

lso
 o

ur em
o

tio
n

s w
ere d

rain
ed

 b
y fam

ily 
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exp
lain

ed
, aim

ed
 to

 b
eco

m
e a fem

in
ist ad

ult ed
ucatio

n
 cen

ter. 

T
h

ey w
an

ted
, th

ey said
, to

 ch
an

g
e w

o
m

en
’s lives. T

h
ey h

eld
 

festivals for som
e years in various locations and, finally w

ith the 
help of financing from

 som
e w

om
en of m

eans in the N
ew

 O
rleans 

area, m
anaged to buy a scrubby little run-dow

n farm
 in Jones 

C
o

un
ty, w

h
ere th

e illiteracy rate am
o

n
g

 w
o

m
en

 w
as so

m
ew

h
ere 

ab
o

ve th
irty p

ercen
t an

d
 w

o
m

en
, w

h
ite o

r B
lack, w

ere at th
e 

b
o

tto
m

 o
f th

e h
eap

.

T
h

ey h
ad

 th
eir sh

are o
f frictio

n
 am

o
n

g
 th

eir o
w

n
 w

h
en

 W
an

d
a, 

blue-collar daughter of Pentecostals, tangled w
ith w

hite-collar 
urb

an
 “lip

stick” Lesb
ian

s w
h

o
 co

uld
n

’t quite see h
er as b

ein
g

 in
 

th
e sam

e p
o

o
l. S

h
e w

as up
p

ity, o
b

stin
ate, an

d
 o

p
in

io
n

ated
—

an
d

 

absolutely driven to bring her suff
ering, closeted sisters up out of 

the pit. W
ith equally loving and hot-tem

pered agitator Brenda by 
h

er sid
e, sh

e co
uld

n
’t b

e sto
p

p
ed

.

T
h

en
 o

n
e o

f th
e cam

p
’s n

ew
sletters, w

h
ich

 cred
ited

 th
e 

success of the fledgling venture to “good Lesbian energy,” got 
into the hands of a nearby B

aptist C
hurch, and the fight w

as on. 
G

u
n

sh
o

ts in
 th

e n
ig

h
t. D

ead
 p

ets. N
ails in

 th
e d

rivew
ay, an

d
 

B
renda’s car run off

 the rural road. A
 granddaughter com

ing up 
to

 visit p
ro

m
p

ted
 a ru

m
o

r th
at th

ese evil L
esb

ian
s w

ere n
o

w
 

stealin
g

 area ch
ild

ren
. It w

as u
g

ly. T
h

ey p
u

t o
u

t a call fo
r 

rein
fo

rcem
en

ts, an
d

 w
o

m
en

 fro
m

 all w
alks an

d
 all p

arts o
f th

e 

co
un

try cam
e. B

ut in
 m

an
y cases, th

e o
n

es w
h

o
 resp

o
n

d
ed

 w
ere 

n
o

 m
o

re equip
p

ed
 fo

r life un
d

er sieg
e th

an
 th

o
se alread

y th
ere. 

W
an

d
a, w

h
o

 w
as o

n
 d

isab
ility after a fall at w

o
rk h

ad
 in

jured
 h

er 

b
ack an

d
 h

ip
, h

ad
 to

 h
ave a stern

 talk w
ith

 h
er so

n
, A

rth
ur, tellin

g
 

h
im

, “If th
ey co

m
e fo

r us yo
u’ll h

ave to
 h

elp
 m

e, b
ecause I can

’t 

run
.” W

h
en

 I h
eard

 o
f th

e situatio
n

, I b
eg

g
ed

 th
em

 to
 p

ull o
ut, to

 

co
m

e up
 to

 M
isso

uri an
d

 lay lo
w

 un
til th

in
g

s settled
 d

o
w

n
. It w

asn
’t 

W
an

d
a’s style. In

stead
, sh

e called
 O

p
rah

 an
d

 d
ared

 th
e o

th
er sid

e 

to
 m

eet h
er th

ere. T
h

ey d
id

. T
h

at, to
o

, w
as ug

ly. T
h

e b
est lin

e o
f 

th
e d

ay w
as w

h
en

 th
e B

ap
tist m

in
ister tried

 to
 exp

lain
 to

 O
p

rah
 

th
at sh

e just d
id

n
’t un

d
erstan

d
 th

e w
ays o

f M
ississip

p
ian

s. “I w
as 

“A
 S

A
G

A
 O

F
 L

E
S

B
IA

N
 P

E
R

S
E

V
E

R
A

N
C

E
 A

N
D

 
S

T
E

A
D

FA
S

T
 R

E
S

O
LV

E
:”  T

H
E

 H
E

N
S

O
N

S
 A

N
D

 
C

A
M

P
 S

IS
T

E
R

 S
P

IR
IT

M
a
r
id

e
t
h
 S

is
c
o

“A
 sag

a o
f lesb

ian
 p

erseveran
ce an

d
 stead

fast 

reso
lve is un

fo
ld

in
g

 in
 th

e S
o

uth
. C

am
p

 S
ister S

p
irit 

is seen
 b

y m
an

y as an
 im

p
o

rtan
t sym

b
o

l fo
r in

creased
 

lesb
ian

 visib
ility. T

h
ey are p

ro
ud

 an
d

 stro
n

g
 d

ykes 

and a m
odel for all of us w

ho are facing diffi
cult tim

es 
o

n
 th

e lan
d

.”

—
S

in
a A

n
ah

ita, M
a

iz
e 40 (19

9
4): 11

I first cam
e to Sister Spirit, just east of H

attiesburg, M
ississippi, 

in
 19

9
5, at th

e en
d

 o
f a research

 trip
 I h

ad
 taken

 farth
er so

uth
. 

B
ut I h

ad
 m

et th
e H

en
so

n
s w

ay earlier w
h

en
 th

ey ro
lled

 in
to

 th
e 

M
id

w
est 

W
im

m
in

’s 
F

estival 
callin

g
 

th
em

selves 
“T

h
e 

D
ixie 

D
ykes.” T

h
ey h

ad
 b

ro
ug

h
t th

eir little crafts b
o

o
th

 an
d

 w
ere 

fun
d

raisin
g

, th
ey said

, to
 try to

 p
ut to

g
eth

er a fem
in

ist b
o

o
ksto

re 

in G
ulfport, M

ississippi. They w
ere an energetic, round-cheeked 

p
air w

ith
 an

 alm
o

st evan
g

elical fervo
r fo

r th
eir w

o
rk—

to
 ed

ucate 

an
d

 b
rin

g
 th

e id
eals o

f fem
in

ism
 to

 th
e w

o
m

en
 o

f th
e S

o
uth

.

B
y th

e tim
e w

e saw
 th

em
 th

e n
ext year, th

ey h
ad

 g
o

tten
 

in
vo

lved
 w

ith
 R

o
b

in
 Tyler, w

h
o

 w
as th

en
 p

ro
m

o
tin

g
 th

e S
o

uth
ern

 

W
o

m
en

’s M
usic an

d
 C

o
m

ed
y Festival in

 n
o

rth
 G

eo
rg

ia, an
d

 w
h

o
 

w
as encouraging their eff

orts. They had also tangled w
ith the 

fo
lks at R

h
yth

m
 Fest, an

o
th

er S
o

uth
ern

 festival, b
ut th

e H
en

so
n

s 

explained they had diff
erent aim

s for a festival. The other festivals 
w

ere run as businesses and out to m
ake a profit. Sister Spirit, 1 th

ey 

1  Sister Spirit is the nam
e of the nonprofit service and advocacy organization 

th
at th

e H
en

so
n

s estab
lish

ed
 in

 19
89

. C
am

p
 S

ister S
p

irit is th
e n

am
e o

f th
e 120 

acres o
f lan

d
 th

ey b
o

ug
h

t in
 19

9
1, w

h
en

 G
ulfp

o
rt, M

ississip
p

i, w
o

uld
 n

o
 lo

n
g

er 
h

o
st th

e G
ulf C

o
ast W

o
m

en
’s Festival.
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o
n

. A
n

d
 th

o
se o

th
ers p

assed
 it to

 o
th

ers, w
ith

 each
 g

en
eratio

n
 

o
f lead

ersh
ip

 less ab
le, an

d
 th

o
se g

o
n

e b
efo

re still tryin
g

 to
 h

eal. 

T
h

ere’s n
o

 questio
n

 th
ey m

ad
e th

eir p
lace in

 O
vett, M

ississip
p

i. 

The proof of that cam
e w

hen H
urricane K

atrina hit the poverty-
stricken

 co
m

m
un

ity. W
o

m
en

, m
o

stly Lesb
ian

s fro
m

 all acro
ss th

e 

co
un

try w
h

o
 h

ad
 visited

 th
ere in

 earlier tim
es, lo

ad
ed

 th
eir trucks 

w
ith

 ch
ain

saw
s, n

o
n

p
erish

ab
le fo

o
d

s, an
d

 d
o

llars an
d

 cam
e to

 

h
elp

. A
 few

 d
ays later, a n

o
te ap

p
eared

 o
n

 th
e d

o
o

r o
f th

e lo
cal 

firehouse. “W
e’ve been up too m

any nights, and w
e’ve got to get 

so
m

e sleep
. If yo

u n
eed

 an
yth

in
g

, g
o

 o
n

 d
o

w
n

 to
 th

e cam
p

. T
h

e 

g
irls w

ill take care o
f yo

u.” Fo
lks at th

e g
en

eral sto
re n

o
w

 refer to
 

th
at o

rig
in

al o
utrag

ed
 B

ap
tist as “th

at little H
itler.” T

h
ey’re o

ver it.

B
ut th

e lan
d

 is n
o

w
 id

le, th
e b

uild
in

g
s em

p
ty. B

ren
d

a p
assed

 

in
 2008. W

an
d

a o
p

en
ed

 h
er little m

ed
ical clin

ic d
o

w
n

 o
n

 th
e co

ast 

an
d

 treats victim
s o

f th
e D

eep
w

ater H
o

rizo
n

 sp
ill. It m

ig
h

t b
e 

co
n

sid
ered

 a failure, o
verall. E

xcep
t everyo

n
e w

h
o

 set fo
o

t o
n

 

th
at little p

atch
 o

f earth
 in

 th
e M

ississip
p

i p
in

e b
elt w

as ch
an

g
ed

 

b
y it, ch

allen
g

ed
 to

 sh
o

w
 th

eir b
est, an

d
 w

o
rst, an

d
 d

ep
th

s o
f 

ch
aracter an

d
 co

urag
e th

ey w
o

uld
 n

o
t h

ave im
ag

in
ed

 th
em

selves 

to
 p

o
ssess. I d

o
n

’t th
in

k an
y o

f th
em

 saw
 th

em
selves as h

avin
g

 

en
g

ag
ed

 in
 an

y vital p
art o

f th
e h

isto
ry o

f civil rig
h

ts. B
ut th

e 

w
om

en of color over in H
attiesburg, I’ll w

ager, w
ould beg to diff

er. 
W

e saw
 it in

 th
eir eyes in

 th
e ch

ecko
ut lin

e in
 th

e g
ro

cery sto
res, 

w
h

ere w
e g

o
t accusto

m
ed

 to
 p

eo
p

le w
h

o
 h

ad
 read

 th
e lo

cal p
ap

er 

an
d

 its sto
ries o

f “th
at b

usin
ess o

ver in
 O

vett.” W
e exp

ected
 

th
ey w

o
uld

 m
o

ve aw
ay fro

m
 us an

d
 steer th

eir ch
ild

ren
 clear so

 

nothing of our diff
erence w

ould rub off. The clerks, on the other 
h

an
d

, w
o

uld
 b

reak in
to

 w
id

e sm
iles an

d
 w

h
isp

er so
ftly an

d
 so

 th
eir 

m
o

uth
s m

o
ved

 h
ard

ly at all, an
d

 say “C
o

m
e o

n
, g

irl, co
m

e o
n

 up
, 

h
o

n
ey, w

e’re w
ith

 yo
u.” W

h
at w

e to
o

k aw
ay fro

m
 th

at exp
erien

ce 

h
um

b
led

 us. W
e are n

o
n

e o
f us th

e sam
e. It is to

o
 so

o
n

 to
 kn

o
w

 

w
h

eth
er th

at sm
all en

cam
p

m
en

t in
 th

e P
in

e B
elt w

ill just fad
e 

quietly in
to

 th
e h

isto
ry o

f Jo
n

es C
o

un
ty o

r w
ill b

eco
m

e kn
o

w
n

 as 

th
e “S

to
n

ew
all o

f th
e S

o
uth

.” W
h

at w
e kn

o
w

 is th
at w

e w
h

o
 w

ere 

th
ere w

ere ch
an

g
ed

 fun
d

am
en

tally.

b
o

rn
 in

 M
ississip

p
i,” O

p
rah

 retu
rn

ed
 in

 a co
ld

 vo
ice. “I un

d
erstan

d
 

it just fine.”
2

B
ut tim

e w
en

t o
n

, an
d

 just w
h

at th
e B

ap
tists feared

 h
ap

p
en

ed
. 

O
ver tim

e, p
eo

p
le g

o
t to

 kn
o

w
 th

em
, an

d
 realized

 th
ey w

ere just 

p
eo

p
le. A

n
d

 th
e p

ercep
tio

n
 in

 th
e co

m
m

un
ity o

f C
am

p
 S

ister S
p

irit 

b
eg

an
 to

 ch
an

g
e. B

ut b
y th

en
 W

an
d

a w
as exh

austed
 an

d
 in

 d
eb

t, 

an
d

 B
ren

d
a h

ad
 can

cer. T
h

ey step
p

ed
 asid

e an
d

 let o
th

ers carry 

2  T
h

e H
en

so
n

s w
ere o

n
 th

e O
p

rah
 sh

o
w

 in
 D

ecem
b

er 19
9

3. In
 19

9
4, th

ey w
ere 

o
n

 2
0

/2
0, T

h
e

 J
e

rry
 S

p
rin

g
e

r S
h

o
w

, an
d

 L
a

rry
 K

in
g

 L
iv

e
, as rep

o
rted

 in
 O

u
t in

 th
e

 

S
o

u
th

, ed
. C

arlo
s L

. D
ew

s an
d

 C
aro

lyn
 L

este L
aw

 (P
h

ilad
elp

h
ia: Tem

p
le U

n
i-

versity P
ress, 20

0
1), p

. 6
5. S

ee also
 B

ill Tu
rq

u
e an

d
 K

evin
 G

ray. “M
ississip

p
i 

B
u

rn
in

g
.” N

e
w

s
w

e
e

k 122.25 (D
ecem

b
er 20, 19

9
3): 33–35. B

o
n

n
ie J. M

o
rris co

vers 
th

e tro
ub

les at C
am

p
 S

ister S
p

irit an
d

 q
uo

tes W
an

d
a H

en
so

n
 at len

g
th

 in
 C

h
ap

ter 
8 o

f E
d

e
n

 B
u

ilt b
y

 E
v

e
s
: T

h
e

 C
u

ltu
re

 o
f W

o
m

e
n

’s
 M

u
s
ic

 F
e

s
tiv

a
ls (N

ew
 Yo

rk: A
lyso

n
 

B
o

o
ks, 19

9
9

), 222–53.

(l to r) B
rend

a H
enson, W

and
a H

enson, and
 M

arid
eth

 
S

isco
, 1995, in front of the C

am
p S

ister S
pirit m

ain
 

b
uild

ing that w
as m

eeting ro
o

m
, archives, kitchen, 

and
 pantry d

o
w

nstairs, w
ith a b

unkho
use up top.

Photo courtesy of Marideth Sisco
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A
L

A
P

IN
E

: M
O

R
G

A
N

A
’S

 M
A

G
IC

A
L

 M
O

U
N

T
A

IN
: 

(1997—
P

R
ESEN

T)
R

o
s
e
 N

o
r
m

a
n

I
n the m

id-1990s, three Pagoda residents decided to sell their 
V

ilan
o

 B
each

 (Flo
rid

a) co
ttag

es an
d

 start o
ver in

 th
e m

o
un

tain
s 

o
f rural n

o
rth

ern
 A

lab
am

a. It m
arked

 a sh
ift fro

m
 an

 urb
an

 b
each

 

reso
rt co

m
m

un
ity to

 a rural S
o

uth
ern

 en
viro

n
m

en
t. It w

as also
 

an
 en

d
 to

 an
 im

p
ressive h

ersto
ry o

f art exh
ib

its, d
an

ce, th
eater, 

w
o

m
en

’s m
usic, an

d
 o

th
er even

ts th
at P

ag
o

d
a sp

o
n

so
red

 at 

th
e C

en
ter (see “T

h
e P

ag
o

d
a, Tem

p
le o

f Lo
ve,” p

. 53). M
o

rg
an

a 

M
acV

icar, h
er p

artn
er Fayan

n
 S

ch
m

id
t, an

d
 frien

d
 B

arb
ara Lieu 

fo
rm

ed
 a co

rp
o

ratio
n

 an
d

 b
o

ug
h

t 275 acres in
 n

o
rth

east A
lab

am
a. 

O
f that, 108 acres w

ere divided into tw
o-acre lots that they sold to 

Lesb
ian

s, startin
g

 in
 19

9
7.

A
 2009

 N
e

w
 Y

o
rk

 T
im

e
s article d

escrib
es th

e co
m

m
un

ity tw
elve 

years after th
at m

o
ve. 1 In

 m
o

re recen
t in

terview
s, 2 co

fo
un

d
er 

M
o

rg
an

a 
M

acV
icar 

d
escrib

es 
h

er 
o

rig
in

al 
visio

n
 

fo
r 

A
lap

in
e. 

B
arb

ara Lieu, an
o

th
er lo

n
g

tim
e P

ag
o

d
a resid

en
t, exp

lain
s w

h
y 

th
ey left P

ag
o

d
a an

d
 w

h
at h

ap
p

en
ed

 w
h

en
 th

ey g
o

t to
 A

lap
in

e. 

O
th

er A
lap

in
e resid

en
ts co

n
trib

uted
 th

eir th
o

ug
h

ts via em
ail.

M
organa M

acV
icar: T

h
ere’s a m

ag
ic to

 th
is m

o
un

tain
. T

h
at’s 

w
h

y m
y aun

ts cam
e h

ere o
rig

in
ally. It’s full o

f fairies. In
 th

e early 

1  S
arah

 K
ersh

aw
, “M

y S
ister’s K

eep
er,” T

h
e

 N
e

w
 Y

o
rk

 T
im

e
s, Jan

uary 30, 2009
, 

Fash
io

n
 &

 S
tyle sectio

n
, h

ttp
://w

w
w

.n
ytim

es.co
m

/2009
/02/01/fash

io
n

/01w
o

m
yn

.
h

tm
l. S

ee also
 N

an
cy C

. U
n

g
er, “Fro

m
 Jo

o
k Jo

in
ts to

 S
istersp

ace: T
h

e R
o

le o
f 

N
atu

re in
 L

esb
ian

 A
ltern

ative E
n

viro
n

m
en

ts in
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates,” in
 
Q

u
e

e
r 

E
c

o
lo

g
ie

s
: S

e
x

, 
N

a
tu

re
, 

P
o

litic
s
, 

D
e

s
ire

, ed. Catriona M
ortim

er-Sandilands and 
B

ruce E
rickso

n
 (B

lo
o

m
in

g
to

n
: In

d
ian

a U
n

iversity P
ress, 2010), 19

2–9
5.

2  R
o

se N
o

rm
an

 in
terview

ed
 M

o
rg

an
a M

acV
icar, B

arb
ara Lieu, an

d
 fo

ur o
th

er 
P

ag
o

d
a w

o
m

en
 at A

lap
in

e o
n

 A
p

ril 13, 2013, an
d

 in
terview

ed
 B

arb
ara Lieu ag

ain
 

o
n

 A
ug

ust 29
, 2014. S

h
e co

m
p

iled
 th

is essay fro
m

 th
o

se in
terview

s, p
lus em

ails 
fro

m
 o

th
er A

lap
in

e w
o

m
en

 in
 O

cto
b

er 2014. R
an

d
 H

all co
n

trib
uted

 to
 an

d
 also

 
ed

ited
 it fo

r p
ub

licatio
n

.

19
30s, m

y aun
t A

lice b
o

ug
h

t a V
icto

rian
 lo

d
g

e th
at h

ad
 b

een
 b

uilt 

w
h

en
 [th

e area] w
as a reso

rt fo
r rich

 p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 cam
e b

y railro
ad

. 

S
h

e h
ad

 lo
o

ked
 all o

ver fo
r a m

o
un

tain
 to

 start a sum
m

er cam
p

 fo
r 

g
irls, an

d
 sh

e said
 th

is w
as th

e o
n

e b
ecause it h

ad
 th

e fairies. S
h

e 

ran that cam
p for thirty-seven years, A

lpine [not “A
lapine”] Lodge 

C
am

p
 fo

r G
irls. G

ro
w

in
g

 up
, I g

o
t to

 g
o

 fo
r free—

w
o

m
en

’s sp
ace 

fo
r th

ree full m
o

n
th

s fo
r free! W

h
en

 A
un

t A
lice h

ad
 a h

eart attack, 

it w
as so

ld
. It b

ecam
e a b

o
y’s cam

p
, an

d
 th

at just b
ro

ke m
y h

eart. 

A
lw

ays I yearn
ed

 to
 b

e h
ere. T

h
is w

as m
y sp

iritual h
o

m
e. 

A
 Lesb

ian
 frien

d
 w

h
o

 w
en

t to
 cam

p
 w

ith
 m

e w
as n

o
w

 a realto
r. 

S
h

e sh
o

w
ed

 us th
e lan

d
 th

at w
as alread

y called
 A

lap
in

e V
illag

e. 3 

W
h

en
 w

e cam
e h

ere, w
e all felt th

at th
is w

as rig
h

t, b
ut it required

 

a lo
t o

f m
ag

ic, m
ed

itatio
n

, an
d

 law
yers to

 g
et a clear title to

 it.

B
arbara Lieu

: A
t th

e P
ag

o
d

a, w
e lived

 in
 a very sm

all am
o

un
t 

o
f sp

ace, eig
h

t co
ttag

es to
 b

eg
in

 w
ith

, an
d

 th
en

 an
o

th
er fo

ur 

cottages, and tw
o tw

o-story houses. W
e realized w

e w
anted m

ore 

3  T
h

e n
am

e “A
lap

in
e,” w

h
ich

 w
as o

n
 th

e d
evelo

p
er’s m

ap
 fo

r th
e sub

d
ivid

ed
 

lan
d

, stan
d

s fo
r A

lab
am

a P
in

es.

S
om

e A
lapine resid

ents in 2010, l to r: W
innie A

d
am

s, A
nn M

arevis (d
eceased

), 
E

llen S
pangler, Jad

e D
eForest, B

arb
ara M

oore, Jean A
d

ele, S
onia Johnson, 

unidentified guest, M
ary A

lice Stout, Rand H
all, D

eJoly LaBrier, Em
ily G

reene.

Photo courtesy of Rand Hall
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sp
ace. W

e also
 ran

 a b
usin

ess to
g

eth
er, th

e C
en

ter b
uild

in
g

 [at th
e 

P
ag

o
d

a]. W
o

m
en

 d
o

n
ated

 m
o

n
ey m

o
n

th
ly an

d
 co

uld
 co

m
e an

d
 

stay, o
r th

ey co
uld

 ren
t a ro

o
m

 an
d

 vacatio
n

 th
ere. A

fter ab
o

ut 

tw
en

ty years livin
g

 at P
ag

o
d

a, w
e realized

 th
at w

e d
id

n
’t w

an
t 

to
 m

eet an
d

 m
ake d

ecisio
n

s an
y m

o
re, b

ut just fo
rm

 a Lesb
ian

 

n
eig

h
b

o
rh

o
o

d
, 

w
h

ere 
yo

u 
w

o
uld

 
kn

o
w

 
th

at 
yo

ur 
n

eig
h

b
o

rs 

w
ere Lesb

ian
s. Yo

u w
o

uld
n

’t h
ave to

 w
o

rry ab
o

ut g
o

in
g

 aw
ay o

n
 

vacation and com
ing back to find out that the group had m

et and 
m

ad
e a rule th

at yo
u co

uld
n

’t d
o

 so
m

eth
in

g
 o

r h
ave so

m
eth

in
g

 o
n

 

yo
ur lo

t. T
h

ree o
f us fo

rm
ed

 a co
rp

o
ratio

n
 called

 S
h

eeb
a M

o
un

tain
 

P
ro

p
erties, In

c. T
h

e co
rp

o
ratio

n
 b

o
ug

h
t th

is lan
d

, w
h

ich
 h

ad
 

already been divided up into forty-five buildable tw
o-acre lots. 

W
ith

 th
e h

elp
 o

f an
 atto

rn
ey, w

e p
ut to

g
eth

er a set o
f co

ven
an

ts 

an
d

 restrictio
n

s th
at yo

u w
o

uld
 kn

o
w

 b
efo

re yo
u b

o
ug

h
t a lo

t o
r 

lo
ts. T

h
e

y a
re

 file
d

 in
 th

e
 co

u
n

ty co
u

rth
o

u
se

 a
n

d
 re

fe
re

n
ce

d
 

in
 th

e
 d

eed
. In

 o
rd

er to
 keep

 it as a Lesb
ian

 n
eig

h
b

o
rh

o
o

d
, w

e h
ad

 

the deed say that Sheeba w
ould have the right of first refusal any 

tim
e an

yb
o

d
y w

an
ted

 to
 sell th

eir lo
t. T

h
at w

ay n
o

 o
n

e w
o

uld
 h

ave 

to
 m

eet, an
d

 th
ere w

o
uld

 b
e n

o
 b

usin
ess run

 to
g

eth
er. W

e so
ld

 

som
e of the lots, and currently, thirteen w

om
en live here full-tim

e 
or part-tim

e.
S

o
m

e o
f th

e w
o

m
en

 livin
g

 h
ere w

an
ted

 to
 d

o
 p

ro
jects to

g
eth

er 

an
d

 esp
ecially w

an
ted

 to
 h

ave a p
lace to

 g
ath

er an
d

 so
cialize. 

T
h

ey fo
rm

ed
 A

lap
in

e C
o

m
m

un
ity A

sso
ciatio

n
 (A

C
A

), w
h

ich
 so

m
e 

resid
en

ts jo
in

ed
. It is in

d
ep

en
d

en
t o

f S
h

eeb
a M

o
un

tain
 P

ro
p

erties, 

w
h

ich
 co

n
tin

ues to
 m

arket th
e lo

ts h
ere th

at are fo
r sale.

P
at N

olan
: W

h
at I treasure ab

o
ut livin

g
 at A

lap
in

e, as a sin
g

le 

w
o

m
an

, is th
e ab

ility to
 live w

ay o
ut in

 th
e w

o
o

d
s, clo

se to
 n

ature 

o
n

 a m
ag

ical m
o

un
tain

 b
ecause w

e h
ave th

e security o
f b

ein
g

 

surro
un

d
ed

 b
y Lesb

ian
 n

eig
h

b
o

rs.

W
innie A

dam
s: H

ere is so
m

eth
in

g
 I lo

ve ab
o

ut rural livin
g

. T
h

is 

w
eek, m

y neighbors flagged m
e dow

n to tell m
e I had a flat tire. 

Very shortly, a m
an stopped to change it for m

e. H
e had to figure 

o
ut h

o
w

 to
 access th

e tire, w
h

ich
 turn

s o
ut to

 b
e un

d
er th

e car, p
ull 

out the spare, and take it dow
n the road to inflate it, change the 

tire, an
d

 fo
llo

w
 m

e to
 th

e tire p
lace fo

r rep
air. T

h
en

 h
e in

vited
 m

e 

to
 h

is ch
urch

!

Em
ily G

reene: A
fter livin

g
 fo

r eleven
 years in

 A
lap

in
e, in

 

N
ovem

ber 2013, I m
oved to G

reenfield, M
assachusetts, to be 

clo
ser to

 m
y b

lo
o

d
 fam

ily. A
lth

o
ug

h
 th

ere w
ere strug

g
les d

urin
g

 

th
o

se years at A
lap

in
e, I fo

un
d

 it to
 b

e a g
reat exp

erien
ce in

 

learn
in

g
 to

 live in
 co

m
m

un
ity an

d
 search

in
g

 fo
r th

e co
re o

f m
y 

so
ul. T

h
e A

C
A

 g
ro

up
, w

h
ich

 I w
as in

vo
lved

 w
ith

, w
as co

m
m

itted
 to

 

livin
g

 in
ten

tio
n

ally, sustain
ab

ly, an
d

 w
o

rkin
g

 o
n

 h
elp

in
g

 each
 o

th
er 

“A
g

e in
 P

lace.” A
s an

yo
n

e w
h

o
 h

as lived
 in

 co
m

m
un

ity kn
o

w
s, it 

takes co
m

m
itm

en
t an

d
 p

erseveran
ce. I treasured

 th
e w

o
rk A

C
A

 

d
id

 an
d

 d
o

es to
 m

ain
tain

 a co
m

m
un

ity cen
ter, co

m
m

un
al veg

g
ie 

g
ard

en
, an

d
 a w

id
e array o

f so
cial activities, w

h
ile rem

ain
in

g
 o

p
en

 

to
 o

utsid
e visito

rs. I d
o

 m
iss each

 o
f th

em
 d

early.

R
and H

all: I h
ave o

w
n

ed
 lan

d
 h

ere at A
lap

in
e sin

ce 19
9

7 

and been a full-tim
e resident since 2007. A

t this point [O
ctober 

2014], 
A

lap
in

e 
is 

a 
th

rivin
g

 
co

m
m

un
ity. 

A
C

A
 

m
ain

tain
s 

an
d

 

m
an

ag
es 

a 
co

m
m

un
ity 

cen
ter, 

h
o

sts 
classes, 

g
am

es 
n

ig
h

ts, 

p
o

tlucks, en
tertain

m
en

t, an
d

 fun
d

raisers to
 co

n
tin

ue to
 im

p
ro

ve 

th
e accessib

ility o
f th

e C
en

ter. Lesb
ian

 visito
rs fro

m
 all o

ver 

th
e co

un
try stay at th

e C
en

ter to
 exp

erien
ce an

d
 p

articip
ate in

 

“Lesb
ian

 co
m

m
un

ity.” M
o

st even
ts are o

p
en

 to
 all w

o
m

en
, th

o
ug

h
 

som
e are Lesbian-only. Participation in the A

ssociation and the 
even

ts is strictly vo
lun

tary. A
C

A
 d

o
es n

o
t m

ake an
y rules o

r h
ave 

m
an

d
ato

ry m
eetin

g
s. A

lap
in

e succeed
s as a carin

g
 n

eig
h

b
o

rh
o

o
d

, 

n
o

t a co
m

m
un

al livin
g

 situatio
n

.

F
o

r in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 a
b

o
u

t b
u

y
in

g
 a

 tw
o

-a
c

re
 lo

t a
t A

la
p

in
e

, g
o

 to
 

a
la

p
in

e
.w

o
rd

p
re

s
s
.c

o
m

 o
r e

m
a

il a
la

p
in

e
s
a

le
s
@

g
m

a
il.c

o
m

.
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In
 th

e early 19
70s, B

lan
ch

e m
o

ved
 fro

m
 h

er N
ew

 Yo
rk C

ity 

ap
artm

en
t in

to
 a lo

ft. “I n
eed

ed
 a lo

ft to
 train

 m
yself fo

r co
un

try 

livin
g

,”
1 sh

e says. S
h

e p
lan

ted
 a g

ard
en

 o
n

 th
e ro

o
f an

d
 fertilized

 it 

w
ith

 h
o

rse m
an

ure th
at sh

e h
auled

 fro
m

 th
e p

o
lice stab

le n
earb

y. 

S
h

e h
ad

 b
o

ug
h

t an
 o

ld
 b

read
 truck th

at sh
e n

am
ed

 M
arip

o
sa, an

d
 

started
 W

o
n

d
er W

im
m

in
 Truckin

g
. S

h
e h

auled
 veg

etab
les fo

r th
e 

People’s W
arehouse (a collection of neighborhood co-ops), 

th
e

 In
teg

ral Yo
g

a H
ealth

 Fo
o

d
 S

to
re, etc.

In
 an

 un
p

ub
lish

ed
 m

em
o

ir, B
lan

ch
e tells th

is sto
ry o

f g
o

in
g

 to
 a 

w
o

m
en

’s co
n

cert in
 19

76
: 

A
fter it w

as o
ver, th

ere w
as a request fo

r so
m

eo
n

e w
ith

 

a truck to
 h

elp
 return

 ren
ted

 equip
m

en
t. I ch

arg
ed

 rud
ely 

to
 th

e stag
e fo

r fear so
m

eo
n

e w
o

uld
 b

eat m
e to

 it. (Yeah
 

rig
h

t.) S
o

o
n

 I w
as a w

o
rkin

g
 m

em
b

er o
f Lesb

ian
 Fem

in
ist 

Lib
eratio

n
. LFL p

ub
lish

ed
 “T

h
e Fem

in
ist,” p

ro
d

uced
 d

an
ces, 

co
n

certs (in
clud

in
g

 th
e o

n
e I h

ad
 atten

d
ed

), an
d

 d
iscussio

n
 

even
ts, all o

f w
h

ich
 w

ere m
assively atten

d
ed

, b
ut usually 

ab
o

ut six o
f us sh

o
w

ed
 up

 fo
r w

o
rk m

eetin
g

s. If I rem
em

b
er 

co
rrectly th

ere w
as o

n
e N

ative A
m

erican
 w

o
m

yn
 an

d
 tw

o
 o

f 

us identified as Black.
In

 th
e late 19

70s, B
lan

ch
e an

d
 a g

irlfrien
d

 sh
o

w
ed

 up
 o

ut o
f 

n
o

w
h

ere at m
y rem

o
te Ten

n
essee h

ill farm
. S

h
e h

ad
 taken

 a n
o

tio
n

 

to
 co

m
e visit m

e fro
m

 N
ew

 Yo
rk C

ity. W
ith

 n
o

 G
P

S
 to

 tell h
er w

h
ere 

I lived, she arrived in the nearby tow
n, w

ent to the local post offi
ce, 

an
d

 asked
 fo

r d
irectio

n
s to

 m
y h

o
use, w

h
ich

 sh
e w

as g
iven

.

In
 

th
e 

early 
19

80s, 
B

lan
ch

e 
w

en
t 

to
 

a 
Q

uaker 
Lesb

ian
 

co
n

feren
ce at H

eath
co

te co
m

m
un

ity in
 M

arylan
d

. H
eath

co
te w

as 

lo
o

kin
g

 fo
r n

ew
 m

em
b

ers, an
d

 B
lan

ch
e an

d
 h

er p
artn

er A
m

o
ja, 

w
an

tin
g

 to
 g

ard
en

 o
n

 th
e earth

 w
h

ereo
f th

ey w
alked

 in
stead

 

o
f th

e ro
o

f w
h

ere th
ey lived

, m
o

ved
 th

ere. T
h

ey h
ad

 a g
ard

en
 

an
d

 g
rew

 g
o

u
rd

s th
at th

ey crafted
 in

to
 sh

akerees (p
ercussio

n
 

instrum
ents) w

ith fishing line and beads. They sold the first half-

1  Q
uo

ted
 fro

m
 an

 un
p

ub
lish

ed
 m

em
o

ir w
ritten

 fo
r th

is issue. M
uch

 o
f th

e b
ack-

g
ro

un
d

 rep
o

rted
 h

ere, b
efo

re M
aat D

o
m

p
im

, is p
arap

h
rased

 fro
m

 th
at m

em
o

ir.

“A
 G

R
E

A
T

 B
IG

 W
O

M
E

N
 O

F
 C

O
LO

R
 T

E
N

T:” 
B

L
A

N
C

H
E

 JA
C

K
S

O
N

 A
N

D
 M

A
A

T
 D

O
M

P
IM

M
e
r
r
il M

u
s
h
r
o
o
m

“M
aat is th

e n
am

e o
f th

e an
cien

t A
frican

 G
o

d
d

ess 

w
h

o
 rep

resen
ts b

alan
ce, truth

, an
d

 justice; D
o

m
p

im
 

m
ean

s a p
lace in

 th
e b

ush
 w

h
ere th

e vo
ice o

f th
e 

G
o

d
d

ess is h
eard

.”

—
M

a
iz

e
 45 (S

um
m

er 19
9

5): 7

B
lan

ch
e Jackso

n
 is a Lan

d
yke o

f g
reat b

rillian
ce, eccen

tricity, 

an
d

 p
erseveran

ce. B
o

rn
 in

 B
ro

o
klyn

, N
ew

 Yo
rk, sh

e h
as lived

 

in
 several p

laces an
d

 h
ad

 a w
id

e variety o
f life exp

erien
ces. In

 sp
ite 

o
f h

ard
sh

ip
s, sh

e m
ain

tain
s a p

o
sitive p

ersp
ective. A

m
o

n
g

 h
er 

m
an

y talen
ts, sh

e is a w
o

n
d

erful sto
ryteller.

I m
et B

lan
ch

e at S
ivan

an
d

a Yo
g

a A
sh

ram
 in

 V
al M

o
rin

, Q
uéb

ec, 

in
 19

6
6

. I w
as in

 m
y sh

o
w

er sin
g

in
g

 “S
leep

in
g

 B
ee” w

h
en

 so
m

eo
n

e 

jo
in

ed
 in

 fro
m

 th
e o

th
er sid

e o
f th

e b
ath

ro
o

m
 w

all. “W
h

o
 th

e 

h
ell else kn

o
w

s th
a

t so
n

g
?” I w

o
n

d
ered

. T
h

at w
as B

lan
ch

e, an
d

 

the b
eginning of a friend

ship w
here w

e have b
o

unced
 in and

 o
ut 

o
f 

each
 

o
th

er’s 
lives 

m
an

y 
tim

es. 
(M

ain
tain

in
g

 
co

n
tact 

w
ith

 

traveling w
om

en w
as m

uch m
ore diffi

cult in the “old days” before 
d

ig
ital tech

n
o

lo
g

y, w
h

en
 w

e d
ep

en
d

ed
 o

n
 th

e U
S

 P
o

stal S
ervice’s 

d
eliveries an

d
 p

ay telep
h

o
n

es.)

She has w
orked as a file clerk, senior clerk, supervising clerk, 

adm
inistrative 

assistant, U
PS 

driver, 
bank 

m
essenger, 

offi
ce 

assistan
t, w

areh
o

use lab
o

rer, M
R

 h
o

use co
un

selo
r, h

alfw
ay h

o
use 

“g
atekeep

er,” lib
rary aid

e, yo
g

a teach
er, g

ard
en

er, sm
all trucker, 

craftsw
o

m
an

, th
rift sh

o
p

 m
an

ag
er, cen

sus w
o

rker, sch
o

o
l b

us 

aid
e, an

d
 co

m
p

an
io

n
. S

h
e h

as d
o

n
e lectures an

d
 w

o
rksh

o
p

s, run
 a 

cultural crafts an
d

 m
erch

an
d

isin
g

 b
usin

ess, an
d

 d
istrib

uted
 a lin

e 

o
f M

o
un

tain
 M

am
a sp

ices.
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overflow
ed that, and so the tents grew

 bigger. Those tents 
are w

h
ere th

e d
iscussio

n
s to

o
k p

lace ab
o

ut w
h

at w
o

m
en

 o
f 

co
lo

r w
an

t. If th
ere w

as w
o

m
en

 o
f co

lo
r lan

d
, w

h
at w

o
uld

 

th
ey w

an
t?

 . . . .

W
e h

ad
 b

een
 d

o
in

g
 w

o
rksh

o
p

s at w
o

m
en

’s festivals 

ab
o

ut w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

 an
d

 w
h

at w
o

m
en

 w
o

uld
 w

an
t in

 a lan
d

 

site. T
h

e w
ay I th

o
ug

h
t ab

o
ut it p

erso
n

ally w
as n

o
t so

 m
uch

 

th
at it w

as w
o

m
en

 o
f co

lo
r lan

d
, as th

at it w
as lan

d
 th

at 

reflected the cultures and values of w
om

en of color. 
P

erso
n

ally, I d
id

n
’t care w

h
o

 cam
e, b

ut I w
an

ted
 th

e culture 

and the atm
osphere to be reflective of m

any cultures. N
ot 

only Black—
I m

eant diasporic A
frican, A

frican-A
m

erican, 
N

ative A
m

erican
, Latin

a, A
sian

. I w
an

ted
 to

 d
o

 so
m

eth
in

g
 

that off
ered som

ething to all of those groups.

A
m

oja T
hree R

ivers at W
om

onw
rites, 1990s.

Photo courtesy of Womonwrites

d
o

zen
 im

m
ed

iately at a m
usic festival, an

d
 th

us w
as b

o
rn

 M
arket 

W
im

m
in

, th
eir cultural crafts an

d
 m

erch
an

d
isin

g
 b

usin
ess, w

h
ich

 

also
 p

ub
lish

ed
 A

m
o

ja’s b
o

o
k 

C
u

ltu
ra

l 
E

tiq
u

e
tte

: A
 G

u
id

e
 
fo

r 
th

e
 

W
e

ll-In
te

n
d

e
d

 (19
9

0). 

T
h

ey 
b

eg
an

 
to

 
travel 

th
e 

festival 
circuit, 

sellin
g

 
th

eir 

m
erch

an
d

ise an
d

 d
o

in
g

 w
o

rksh
o

p
s an

d
 sem

in
ars. H

ere B
lan

ch
e 

p
icks up

 th
e sto

ry. 2

W
e w

ere g
o

in
g

 to
 M

ich
ig

an
 [W

o
m

yn
’s M

usic Festival] an
d

 

N
o

rth
 E

ast W
o

m
en

’s M
usic R

etreat (N
E

W
M

R
) every year. . 

. . W
o

m
en

 o
f co

lo
r w

h
o

 w
o

rked
 at b

o
th

 o
f th

o
se festivals 

w
o

uld
 h

ave a m
eetin

g
 un

d
er a tree at N

E
W

M
R

 every year 

to go over their experiences. The first year I w
ent, the 

to
p

ic cam
e up

 th
at, yo

u kn
o

w
, yo

u see a sister o
n

 th
e p

ath
, 

an
d

 th
en

 yo
u n

ever see h
er ag

ain
, b

ecause th
ere’s 3000 

p
eo

p
le th

ere. First w
e th

o
ug

h
t o

f h
avin

g
 a w

o
m

en
 o

f co
lo

r 

cam
p

g
ro

un
d

, b
ut th

at seem
ed

 to
o

 m
uch

 like seg
reg

ated
 

h
o

usin
g

. S
o

 so
m

eb
o

d
y said

, w
h

at ab
o

ut a reso
urce ten

t fo
r 

w
o

m
en

 o
f co

lo
r w

h
o

 w
an

t to
 co

n
n

ect o
r w

h
o

 w
an

t to
 sh

are 

cultural stuff
? W

e’d have reading m
aterials and all that. So 

everyb
o

d
y ag

reed
 th

at’s w
h

at w
e w

an
ted

, a reso
urce ten

t.

. . . .

A
m

o
ja an

d
 so

m
e o

th
er w

o
m

en
 co

n
tacted

 b
o

th
 festivals 

ab
o

ut th
is reso

urce ten
t. N

E
W

M
R

 said
 yes rig

h
t aw

ay. 

M
ich

ig
an

 th
o

ug
h

t it w
o

uld
 b

e d
ivisive—

w
e sh

o
uld

 all b
e 

sisters to
g

eth
er, m

eld
ed

 an
d

 everyth
in

g
. . . . I kep

t b
o

th
 

festivals up to date on m
y eff

orts to transport low
er incom

e 
w

im
m

in, w
hich resulted in five vans to N

EW
M

R and three 
to

 M
ich

ig
an

. A
t M

ich
ig

an
, th

e van
s w

ere in
co

rp
o

rated
 in

to
 

th
e sh

uttle system
. A

m
o

ja an
d

 so
m

e o
th

er p
eo

p
le w

en
t an

d
 

n
eg

o
tiated

 really h
ard

 at M
ich

ig
an

 . . ., an
d

 th
ey g

o
t h

alf o
f a 

tent, I think the political tent. It overflow
ed. W

om
en flocked 

to
 it. M

ich
ig

an
 th

e n
ext year g

ave us a sm
all ten

t, an
d

 th
ey 

2  T
h

is an
d

 all sub
sequen

t quo
tatio

n
s are fro

m
 a reco

rd
ed

 telep
h

o
n

e in
terview

 
th

at R
o

se N
o

rm
an

 d
id

 w
ith

 B
lan

ch
e Jackso

n
 o

n
 July 20, 2014.
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yo
u d

o
 it, I’m

 th
ere!” P

eo
p

le w
o

uld
 say, “W

h
en

 yo
u g

et th
e 

nonprofit status, w
e w

ill com
e.” (W

e did that in 1992.) Then 
th

ey said
, “W

h
en

 yo
u g

et th
e lan

d
, w

e w
ill co

m
e.” A

n
d

 w
e 

d
id

 
(19

9
8), 

an
d

 
th

ey 
d

id
, 

an
d

 
th

ey 
o

o
h

ed
 

an
d

 
ah

h
ed

, 

vo
lun

teered
 to

 d
o

 th
in

g
s, an

d
 th

en
 w

en
t h

o
m

e an
d

 failed
 to

 

fo
llo

w
 th

ro
ug

h
.

T
h

en
 A

m
o

ja g
o

t sick an
d

 h
ad

 surg
ery. R

ig
h

t after sh
e cam

e 

h
o

m
e fro

m
 th

e h
o

sp
ital, th

ey w
ere evicted

 fro
m

 th
e juke jo

in
t, 

b
ecause th

e lan
d

lad
y’s fam

ily m
em

b
ers w

an
ted

 to
 use it. B

lan
ch

e 

h
ad

 h
er h

an
d

s full w
ith

 careg
ivin

g
 an

d
 tryin

g
 to

 m
ake en

o
ug

h
 

incom
e to live on. She had thirty days to find another hom

e and 
m

ove all their belongings. O
ne day, she cam

e hom
e to find A

m
oja 

g
o

n
e an

d
 a n

o
te o

n
 th

e tab
le. A

m
o

ja h
ad

 g
o

n
e b

ack to
 h

er fam
ily 

B
lanche Jackson at W

om
onw

rites in Fall 2011.

Photo by Lorraine Fontana, used with permission

If w
e’re going to have w

om
en of color land, w

e don’t w
ant it 

to be tw
enty w

om
en sitting around negotiating w

ho’s going to
 

do the laundry or cook dinner that night. I w
anted a place w

here 

individual w
om

en, w
here as m

any w
om

en as possible could
 

use it. W
e needed a system

, and a structure, and a gam
e plan

 

that w
ould accom

m
odate a flow

 of w
om

en rather than a static 
com

m
unity. T

his w
as hard to convey. People kept asking m

e 

about the com
m

unity I w
as trying to start, and

 I kept saying, 

“I’m
 not trying to start a com

m
unity. I w

ant to
 d

evelo
p a 

facility.”

A
n

o
th

er th
in

g
 w

e w
an

ted
 w

as so
m

e p
lace th

at w
as 

n
o

t b
usy, b

usy, b
usy. T

h
e festivals w

ere a g
reat p

lace to
 

m
eet p

eo
p

le, b
ut th

ey w
eren

’t a g
reat p

lace to
 exp

lo
re 

relatio
n

sh
ip

s o
r d

evelo
p

 an
yth

in
g

 p
erm

an
en

t. E
veryb

o
d

y’s 

run
n

in
g

 to
 w

o
rksh

o
p

s an
d

 to
 th

is p
lace an

d
 th

at p
lace. W

e 

w
an

ted
 a p

lace fo
r co

m
m

un
icatio

n
 an

d
 co

n
tem

p
latio

n
.

D
urin

g
 o

n
e o

f th
eir festival circuit trip

s, th
e cab

in
 w

h
ere 

B
lan

ch
e an

d
 A

m
o

ja h
ad

 b
een

 livin
g

 w
h

en
 th

ey w
ere n

o
t o

n
 th

e 

ro
ad

 b
urn

ed
 to

 th
e g

ro
un

d
 w

ith
 all th

eir p
o

ssessio
n

s—
b

o
o

ks, 

clo
th

in
g

, craft sup
p

lies, everyth
in

g
. W

o
m

en
 d

o
n

ated
 to

w
ard

 th
eir 

reco
very so

 g
en

ero
usly th

at, as B
lan

ch
e said

, “W
e w

en
t rig

h
t fro

m
 

d
isaster relief in

to
 fun

d
raisin

g
 fo

r th
is lan

d
.”

D
urin

g
 th

e lan
d

 search
, th

ey stayed
 fo

r a w
h

ile at W
IT

’s E
n

d
 

farm
 in

 Ten
n

essee (see p
. 106

), h
o

use sittin
g

. T
h

en
, w

h
ile ren

tin
g

 

a h
o

use in
 A

uto
, W

est V
irg

in
ia, fro

m
 a g

ay b
o

y w
h

o
 h

ad
 b

uilt 

th
e h

o
use h

im
self, th

ey fo
un

d
 th

e lan
d

 th
ey w

ere lo
o

kin
g

 fo
r in

 

B
uckin

g
h

am
 C

o
un

ty, V
irg

in
ia. In

 o
rd

er to
 b

e clo
ser to

 th
e n

ew
 

lan
d

, th
ey m

o
ved

 in
to

 a p
lace th

at w
as slig

h
tly ren

o
vated

 fro
m

 an
 

o
ld

 juke jo
in

t. (T
h

e h
isto

ry o
f th

e juke jo
in

t is a sto
ry in

 itself.)

In
 th

e b
eg

in
n

in
g

 o
f th

eir w
o

rk o
n

 M
aat D

o
m

p
im

, B
lan

ch
e says,

W
o

m
en

 w
ere en

th
usiastic. T

h
ey’d

 say, “If yo
u g

et a p
lace, 

I’m
 in

!” A
 w

o
m

an
 w

h
o

 h
ad

 w
ritten

 ab
o

ut h
er exp

erien
ce o

n
 

so
m

e w
o

m
en

 o
f co

lo
r lan

d
 in

 an
o

th
er state said

, “If it’s in
 

V
irg

in
ia it w

o
uld

 b
e m

o
re co

n
ven

ien
t fo

r m
e, b

ut w
h

erever 
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W
H

Y
 I’M

 N
O

T
 O

N
 W

O
M

E
N

’S
 L

A
N

D
1

J
u

a
n

a
 M

a
r
ia

 P
a
z

T
h

is
 

p
ie

c
e

 
w

a
s
 

o
rig

in
a

lly
 

p
u

b
lis

h
e

d
 

in
 M

aize 
in

 
1

9
8

4
, 

w
h

e
n

 

th
e

 
a

u
th

o
r 

w
a

s
 

in
 

h
e

r 
e

a
rly

 
th

irtie
s
. 

S
in

c
e

 
w

ritin
g

 
it, 

s
h

e
 

s
p

e
n

t 

s
e

v
e

n
 y

e
a

rs
 a

t T
w

in
 O

a
k

s
, a

 m
ix

e
d

 g
e

n
d

e
r, p

rim
a

rily
 h

e
te

ro
s
e

x
u

a
l, 

in
te

n
tio

n
a

l c
o

m
m

u
n

ity
 in

 V
irg

in
ia

. T
o

d
a

y
, s

h
e

 liv
e

s
 w

ith
 h

e
r d

a
u

g
h

te
r 

a
n

d
 g

ra
n

d
s
o

n
 in

 R
ic

h
m

o
n

d
, V

irg
in

ia
. A

d
d

itio
n

s
 to

 th
e

 o
rig

in
a

l p
ie

c
e

 

a
re

 in
d

ic
a

te
d

 b
y

 ita
lic

s
.

A
fter read

in
g

 th
e seco

n
d

 issue o
f 

M
a

iz
e, I am

 struck w
ith

 

th
e fact th

at m
o

st w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

s are sp
arsely p

o
p

ulated
. 

I learn
ed

 recen
tly th

at C
ab

b
ag

e Lan
e in

 O
reg

o
n

 is em
p

ty even
 

th
o

ug
h

 it’s p
aid

 fo
r an

d
 h

as cab
in

s. O
W

L Farm
 is in

 jeo
p

ard
y, an

d
 

a w
o

m
an

 recen
tly said

 to
 m

e, “W
h

y d
o

n
’t w

o
m

en
 live th

ere?” To
 

w
h

ich
 I rep

lied
, “A

re yo
u g

o
in

g
 b

ack?”

“N
o

,” sh
e said

, “I can
’t m

ake a livin
g

 th
ere, b

ut w
o

m
en

 w
ith

 

m
o

n
ey co

uld
 d

o
 it. W

ith
 all th

o
se w

o
m

en
 o

n
 th

e w
est co

ast, I d
o

n
’t 

know
 w

hy they can’t find w
om

en w
ho w

ant to live there.”
“I kn

o
w

 w
h

y,” I said
, “b

ecause it’s to
o

 in
secure. T

h
e lan

d
 an

d
 

cabins m
ight be secure, but that’s all. A

nyone w
ho can aff

ord to 
live so

m
ew

h
ere else d

o
esn

’t w
an

t to
 take th

e risk, an
d

 th
e p

eo
p

le 

w
ho are insecure financially are not in a good position to try it.”

I th
in

k w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

s h
ave rem

ain
ed

 o
n

 th
e frin

g
es o

f th
e 

w
o

m
en

’s m
o

vem
en

t b
ecause m

ystery, co
n

tro
versy, an

d
 secrecy 

surro
un

d
 th

em
. I w

o
n

d
er h

o
w

 m
an

y g
ro

up
s exist th

at d
o

n
’t w

an
t 

p
ub

licity an
d

 w
h

y n
o

t. I w
o

n
d

er h
o

w
 m

an
y co

n
n

ectio
n

s h
ave 

b
een

 m
ad

e b
etw

een
 city an

d
 co

un
try w

o
m

en
 th

ro
ug

h
 
L

e
s
b

ia
n

 

C
o

n
n

e
c

tio
n

’s
 Lan

d
 D

irecto
ry. P

u
b

lic
ity

 w
a

s
 a

 d
o

u
b

le
-e

d
g

e
d

 s
w

o
rd

. 

H
o

w
 

c
o

u
ld

 
w

e
 

d
o

 
o

u
tre

a
c

h
 

fo
r 

s
u

p
p

o
rt 

a
n

d
 

n
o

t 
a

d
v

e
rtis

e
 

o
u

r 

1  O
rig

in
ally p

u
b

lish
ed

 in
 M

a
iz

e
 3 (19

8
4

): 8
–10

, w
h

en
 th

e au
th

o
r w

as livin
g

 in
 

Fayetteville, A
rkan

sas.

in
 M

in
n

eso
ta. B

lan
ch

e p
ut th

eir th
in

g
s in

 sto
rag

e an
d

 ren
ted

 an
 

o
ld

 trailer fro
m

 a fello
w

 sh
e refers to

 as th
e “scum

lo
rd

.” S
h

e said
 it 

w
as like livin

g
 in

 a cracked
 can

:

A
ll 

th
at 

th
rew

 m
e in

to
 

o
n

g
o

in
g

 
p

erm
an

en
t survival 

m
ode. I’ve been trying to figure out w

hat to do w
ith the 

lan
d

 ever sin
ce. I tried

 to
 g

ive it aw
ay. O

n
e o

f th
e p

ro
b

lem
s 

is th
at th

e access ro
ad

 n
eed

s w
o

rk. T
h

e lan
d

 itself is b
eauti-

ful. It h
as so

m
e o

f th
e m

o
st b

eautiful view
s. It’s 109

 acres, 

an
d

 th
en

 th
ere’s an

o
th

er 24 acres un
d

er a quit claim
 d

eed
.

“I’ve tried to find other groups w
ho w

ould take it over,” 
B

lan
ch

e says. T
h

e lan
d

 is p
aid

 fo
r, b

u
t b

ack taxes are o
w

ed
 th

at 

sh
e h

as b
een

 u
n

ab
le to

 sq
u

eeze o
u

t th
e m

o
n

ey fo
r. A

lth
o

u
g

h
 th

e 

nonprofit has lapsed (but could be reinstated), the not-for-profit 
(M

aat D
o

m
p

im
) still exists an

d
 o

w
n

s th
e lan

d
. N

o
b

o
d

y is livin
g

 

th
ere. E

very so
 o

ften
, so

m
eo

n
e sh

o
w

s u
p

 w
h

o
 seem

s in
terested

, 

an
d

 th
en

 th
ey g

o
 b

ack h
o

m
e ag

ain
, an

d
 th

at’s th
e en

d
 o

f it. 

B
lan

ch
e says,

I th
o

u
g

h
t th

e w
o

m
en

 o
f co

lo
r lan

d
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e like a 

g
reat b

ig
 w

o
m

en
 o

f co
lo

r ten
t. W

e tried
 to

 w
rite th

e co
re 

p
ro

p
o

sal fo
r th

e lan
d

 p
ro

ject like a h
o

n
eyco

m
b

, so
 th

at it 

had a firm
 structure, but a lot of open spaces w

here w
om

en 
co

u
ld

 p
lu

g
 an

yth
in

g
 in

. . . .

Yo
u kn

o
w

, it’s fun
n

y. T
h

ere’ll b
e all th

ese p
o

sitive o
m

en
s 

an
d

 sig
n

s, an
d

 sud
d

en
ly everyth

in
g

 co
m

es to
g

eth
er! A

n
d

 

th
en

 everyth
in

g
 falls ap

art.
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1979 traveling betw
een diff

erent w
om

en’s lands in the U
nited 

S
tates. I h

ave lived
 at La Luz in

 C
alifo

rn
ia, O

W
L Farm

 in
 O

reg
o

n
, 

visited
 A

R
F in

 N
ew

 M
exico

, C
ab

b
ag

e Lan
e an

d
 R

ain
b

o
w

’s E
n

d
 in

 

O
reg

o
n

, an
d

 sp
en

t tim
e at R

ain
b

o
w

 Lan
d

 [A
rco

 Iris] an
d

 S
assafras 

in
 A

rkan
sas. I co

n
sid

er m
yself a stro

n
g

 p
ro

p
o

n
en

t o
f w

o
m

en
’s 

land and feel I have seen the best and w
orst of w

hat it has to off
er. 

T
h

ese are m
y view

s o
n

 th
e o

b
stacles th

ey face o
r, m

o
re p

erso
n

ally, 

th
e reaso

n
s w

h
y I d

o
 n

o
t g

o
 b

ack.

First o
f all, I d

o
n

’t th
in

k an
yo

n
e alread

y o
n

 w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

 w
an

ts 

to
 live w

ith
 m

e. If th
is seem

s like to
o

 p
erso

n
al a reaso

n
, im

ag
in

e 

livin
g

 in
 th

e m
id

d
le o

f n
o

w
h

ere w
ith

 p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 d
o

n
’t w

an
t 

yo
u th

ere. If th
ere w

ere p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 w
an

ted
 th

e p
leasure o

f m
y 

co
m

p
an

y, I w
o

uld
 n

eed
 to

 kn
o

w
 o

n
 w

h
at term

s an
d

 h
ave th

at 

sp
elled

 o
ut in

 ad
van

ce. S
in

ce p
eo

p
le o

ften
 d

o
n

’t kn
o

w
 w

h
at w

e 

w
ant and have to off

er, the process can break dow
n right here, 

an
d

 I w
o

uld
 n

o
t even

 visit w
ith

o
ut clear exp

ectatio
n

s. A
s far as 

w
h

y I d
o

n
’t feel o

th
ers w

an
t to

 live w
ith

 m
e, it’s m

o
re a lack o

f real 

co
n

victio
n

 th
at I feel th

an
 an

yth
in

g
 else. I d

o
n

’t th
in

k an
yo

n
e can

 

say to
 m

e, “Juan
a, I w

an
t to

 live w
ith

 yo
u b

ecause . . ., etc.” in
 a 

very active and specific sense. I hear all this generalization about 
“G

ee, w
e really n

eed
 sup

p
o

rt,” an
d

 “I w
ish

 m
o

re w
o

m
en

 w
o

uld
 

co
m

e,” w
ith

o
ut a realizatio

n
 th

at it is n
o

t g
o

in
g

 to
 just “h

ap
p

en
.” 

It n
eed

s to
 b

e w
o

rked
 o

ut. M
y o

w
n

 reaso
n

 fo
r n

o
t w

an
tin

g
 to

 live 

w
ith

 w
o

m
en

 is n
o

t kn
o

w
in

g
 w

h
at I can

 co
un

t o
n

 th
em

 fo
r, o

r w
h

at 

I should realistically expect and have no w
ay to figure out w

ithout 
a w

illin
g

n
ess o

n
 w

o
m

en
’s p

arts, co
llectively, to

 d
eal w

ith
 th

ese 

ten
d

er issues.

I c
a

n
’t g

o
 fu

rth
e

r w
ith

o
u

t s
ta

tin
g

 m
y

 m
o

tiv
a

tio
n

s
. I c

a
m

e
 fro

m
 a

 

v
io

le
n

t, a
b

u
s
iv

e
 fa

m
ily

 in
 a

 n
o

rth
e

rn
 c

ity
, s

o
 I p

ro
b

a
b

ly
 h

a
d

 m
e

g
a

-

illu
s
io

n
s
 a

b
o

u
t ru

ra
l life

. I h
a

d
 g

ro
w

n
 u

p
 re

a
d

in
g

 th
e

 D
aily N

ew
s

, s
o

 

for m
e Lesbian land offered the possibility of a life w

ithout violence 
a

n
d

 u
n

fa
irn

e
s
s
. B

u
t it w

a
s
 n

o
t ju

s
t a

n
 a

b
s
e

n
c

e
 o

f th
o

s
e

 th
in

g
s
 th

a
t 

I 
c

ra
v

e
d

. 
It 

w
a

s
 
w

h
a

t 
I 

w
a

n
te

d
 
to

 
p

u
t 

in
 
th

e
ir 

p
la

c
e

. 
I 

a
lw

a
y

s
 

h
o

p
e

d
 

if 
I 

s
ta

y
e

d
 

lo
n

g
 

e
n

o
u

g
h

, 
th

e
re

 
w

o
u

ld
 

b
e

 
a

n
 

in
d

e
p

e
n

d
e

n
t 

lo
c

a
tio

n
 to

 th
e

 g
e

n
e

ra
l p

u
b

lic
?

 I th
in

k
 th

is
 w

a
s
 a

 w
e

a
k

n
e

s
s
 o

f th
e

 

c
o

m
m

u
n

ic
a

tio
n

 
s
y

s
te

m
 
a

t 
th

e
 
tim

e
, 

w
h

ic
h

 
w

a
s
 
m

o
s
tly

 
p

rin
t 

a
n

d
 

p
a

p
e

r th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 m

a
il.

M
an

y 
urb

an
 

w
o

m
en

 
d

ism
iss 

co
un

try 
livin

g
 

as 
sep

aratist 

escapism
 and w

hite flight, and m
any don’t seem

 to know
 that there 

are w
o

m
en

 o
f co

lo
r lan

d
s, also

. H
o

p
efully, th

e up
co

m
in

g
 L

e
s
b

ia
n

s
 

o
n

 L
a

n
d

 anthology w
ill fill this inform

ation gap. 2 W
o

m
en

’s lan
d

 h
as 

n
o

 o
rg

an
ized

 lo
b

b
ies like E

R
A

 an
d

 ab
o

rtio
n

 h
ave. T

h
ere seem

s to
 

b
e a veil o

f secrecy aro
un

d
 p

ast an
d

 p
resen

t lan
d

s, p
resum

ab
ly 

because of conflict, legal battles, and diff
erences of opinion. If 

lan
d

 g
ro

up
s co

n
tin

ue to
 fo

rm
, strug

g
le, an

d
 d

isb
an

d
 in

 turm
o

il an
d

 

silen
ce, I d

o
ub

t if th
ey w

ill ever b
e taken

 serio
usly.

I th
in

k w
o

m
en

 h
ave g

o
t to

 start talkin
g

, an
d

 w
e h

ave to
 ad

m
it 

failure. A
m

erican
s eq

uate failure w
ith

 d
ish

o
n

o
r an

d
 w

ill d
o

 alm
o

st 

an
yth

in
g

 to
 avo

id
 o

r d
en

y it, b
ut all th

e p
ro

b
lem

s co
uld

 b
e a 

tem
p

o
rary setb

ack if w
e w

o
uld

 evaluate th
em

 to
 d

eterm
in

e th
e 

n
ecessary co

n
d

itio
n

s fo
r success.

G
ro

up
s th

at h
ave sp

lit up
 o

n
 b

ad
 term

s are un
likely to

 issue 

jo
in

t statem
en

ts, an
d

 w
h

ile th
e eth

ics o
f sh

arin
g

 p
artial an

d
 

in
d

ivid
ual acco

un
ts are b

ein
g

 exp
lo

red
, I th

in
k so

m
eth

in
g

 h
as to

 

h
ap

p
en

 b
esid

es silen
ce an

d
 th

e h
o

rro
r sto

ries an
d

 rum
o

rs th
at 

circulate reg
ularly

. I a
m

 s
u

re
 s

o
m

e
 w

o
m

e
n

 w
a

n
te

d
 z

e
ro

 p
u

b
lic

ity
. I 

a
lw

a
y

s
 th

o
u

g
h

t it w
a

s
 b

e
tte

r to
 b

e
 c

le
a

r a
b

o
u

t th
e

 p
ro

s
 a

n
d

 c
o

n
s
 a

n
d

 

w
here w

e w
ere at on the land—

self-suffi
cient or struggling, m

ostly 
g

e
ttin

g
 a

lo
n

g
 o

r h
ig

h
 tu

rn
o

v
e

r—
a

s
 th

is
 g

a
v

e
 p

o
te

n
tia

l to
 w

o
m

e
n

 

c
o

n
s

id
e

rin
g

 jo
in

in
g

 u
s

.

I sh
o

uld
 in

tro
d

uce m
yself, at th

is p
o

in
t, as th

e auth
o

r o
f a b

o
o

k 

o
n

 Lesb
ian

 o
f co

lo
r lan

d
, T

h
e

 L
a

 L
u

z
 J

o
u

rn
a

l, w
h

o
 sp

en
t 19

78 an
d

 

2  Jo
yce C

h
en

ey’s L
e

s
b

ia
n

 L
a

n
d cam

e o
ut th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
 year (M

in
n

eap
o

lis: W
o

rd
 

W
eavers, 19

85) an
d

 in
clud

es Juan
a M

aria P
az’s “La Luz d

e la Luch
a: E

xcerp
ts 

fro
m

 T
h

e
 L

a
 L

u
z

 J
o

u
rn

a
l,” ab

o
ut w

o
m

en
 o

f co
lo

r lan
d

 in
 C

alifo
rn

ia (p
p

. 6
6

–72) 
an

d
 “W

h
ere D

o
 D

ream
s G

o
 W

h
en

 T
h

ey D
ie?” (p

p
. 72–75). O

th
er articles b

y Juan
a 

M
aria P

az in
clud

e “In
ten

tio
n

al C
o

m
m

un
ity B

uild
in

g
 at Tw

in
 O

aks,” off our backs 
(A

p
ril 19

9
1): 22–24; “C

o
m

m
un

al Livin
g

, Fem
in

ist E
d

ucatio
n

 an
d

 G
ro

up
 P

ro
cess,” 

off our backs (N
o

vem
b

er 19
9

2): 17, 19
; “W

o
m

en
 o

n
 th

e Lan
d

: Lesb
ian

 Lan
d

 an
d

 
C

o
m

m
un

ity B
uild

in
g

,” off our backs (Jun
e 19

9
4):12–13;  “Com

m
unity-Building 

W
o

rksh
o

p
s,” T

h
e

 W
o

m
y

n
 o

n
 th

e
 L

a
n

d
 N

e
tw

o
rk 15 (N

o
vem

b
er 19

9
5): 1–2.
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w
ith

o
ut resp

ect, an
d

 w
e d

o
 n

o
t w

an
t to

 take o
th

er p
eo

p
le’s n

eed
s 

in
to

 co
n

sid
eratio

n
. T

h
is exclud

es m
o

st g
ro

up
s an

d
 in

d
ivid

uals 

from
 m

y definition of com
m

unity.
W

h
en

 w
e talk ab

o
ut livin

g
 in

 co
m

m
un

ity, w
e usually m

ean
 

g
ettin

g
 o

ur o
w

n
 n

eed
s m

et, an
d

 w
e co

n
cen

trate o
n

 h
o

w
 n

ice th
at 

w
o

uld
 b

e, fo
r a ch

an
g

e. B
ut w

h
en

 w
e d

o
n

’t co
n

sid
er w

h
at w

e w
ill 

h
ave to

 d
o

 in
 return

, an
d

 accep
t all th

e b
urd

en
s an

d
 o

b
lig

atio
n

s 

in
vo

lved
, w

e lo
se sig

h
t o

f th
e fact th

at every sin
g

le p
erso

n
 h

as to
 

do her part in order for there to be a com
m

unity in the first place.
T

h
e lesso

n
 seem

s to
 b

e th
at n

ecessary co
n

d
itio

n
s fo

r success 

in
clud

e each
 m

em
b

er h
avin

g
 a m

ajo
r in

vestm
en

t in
 th

e g
ro

up
’s 

survival, as w
ell as alleg

ian
ce to

 th
e en

tire co
m

m
un

ity, n
o

t just 

th
eir o

w
n

 m
ate, lo

ver, o
r fam

ily. A
lso

, just ab
o

ut everyo
n

e w
h

o
 h

as 

ever lived
 co

m
m

un
ally co

m
p

lain
s ab

o
ut th

e lack o
f p

rivacy.

In
 so

m
e w

ays, w
e w

ere all un
realistic in

 w
h

at w
e exp

ected
 

fro
m

 w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

, b
ut w

e w
ere also

 led
 to

 b
elieve th

at if w
e 

“g
ave o

ur all” to
 w

o
m

en
, w

e w
o

uld
 b

e rew
ard

ed
. W

e w
ere urg

ed
 

o
n

 b
y in

d
ivid

ual an
d

 co
llective visio

n
s o

f fem
in

ist uto
p

ia. W
e n

eed
 

to
 w

atch
 th

at b
ecause every tim

e w
e exag

g
erate w

h
at w

e can
 

actually d
o

 fo
r w

o
m

en
 in

 o
rd

er to
 g

et sup
p

o
rt, w

e in
crease th

e 

level o
f m

istrust an
d

 d
isap

p
o

in
tm

en
t a little m

o
re. The differences 

b
e

tw
e

e
n

 a
 w

o
m

e
n

’s
 fa

n
ta

s
y

 o
f w

h
a

t life
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 lik

e
 o

n
 th

e
 la

n
d

, 

a
n

d
 th

e
 re

a
lity

 a
n

d
 re

w
a

rd
s
 o

f liv
in

g
 o

n
 th

e
 la

n
d

 a
re

 p
ro

b
a

b
ly

 v
e

ry
 

p
e

rs
o

n
a

l a
n

d
 a

 ric
h

 a
re

a
 o

f e
x

p
lo

ra
tio

n
. It m

ig
h

t h
a

v
e

 m
a

d
e

 a
 b

e
tte

r 

m
e

e
tin

g
 to

p
ic

 th
a

n
 d

o
 w

e
 w

a
n

t d
o

g
s
 in

 th
e

 m
a

in
 h

o
u

s
e

, a
n

d
 h

o
w

 

m
a

n
y

?
 a

ll th
e

 tim
e

?
 e

tc
.

W
h

e
n

 I v
is

ite
d

 B
lu

e
 L

u
n

d
e

n
 a

t S
u

g
a

rlo
a

f K
e

y
, s

h
e

 s
a

id
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 

th
a

t s
ta

y
e

d
 w

ith
 m

e
: “

T
h

is
 is

 m
o

re
 th

a
n

 I b
a

rg
a

in
e

d
 fo

r. . . . I d
id

n
’t 

s
ig

n
 u

p
 fo

r th
is

 . . .”
 G

e
n

e
ra

lly
, s

h
e

 o
b

s
e

rv
e

d
 th

a
t th

in
g

s
 to

o
k

 lo
n

g
e

r 

a
n

d
 w

e
re

 h
a

rd
e

r th
a

n
 s

h
e

 o
rig

in
a

lly
 e

x
p

e
c

te
d

 o
r a

n
tic

ip
a

te
d

. I s
a

id
 

to
 m

y
s
e

lf th
e

n
, a

n
d

 m
a

n
y

 tim
e

s
 s

in
c

e
, “

W
e

ll, is
n

’t th
a

t a
 tru

is
m

 o
f 

h
u

m
a

n
 e

n
d

e
a

v
o

r?
”
 W

e
 e

a
c

h
 p

ro
b

a
b

ly
 s

u
rp

ris
e

 o
u

rs
e

lv
e

s
 a

t o
u

r le
v

e
ls

 

a
n

d
 d

e
p

th
s
 o

f s
tre

n
g

th
, d

e
s
p

a
ir, o

v
e

r-e
x

p
la

in
in

g
, e

tc
.

N
o

 m
atter w

h
at w

e w
an

t o
r are led

 to
 b

elieve, w
e n

eed
 to

 

realize th
at th

ere is a p
rice to

 b
e p

aid
 fo

r livin
g

 in
 co

m
m

un
ity—

in
 

fe
m

in
is

t s
c

h
o

o
l. I w

a
n

te
d

 a
rt, c

re
a

tiv
ity

, c
h

ild
re

n
, p

la
n

tin
g

, a
n

d
 a

 

p
le

th
o

ra
 o

f p
ro

je
c

ts
 to

 b
e

 th
riv

in
g

 in
 th

e
 s

p
a

c
e

s
 w

e
 m

a
d

e
, a

n
d

 I’m
 

n
o

t s
a

y
in

g
 n

o
n

e
 o

f th
a

t h
a

p
p

e
n

e
d

. I h
a

d
 n

o
t a

n
tic

ip
a

te
d

 th
a

t th
e

 

“
m

o
re

 o
p

p
re

s
s
e

d
 th

a
n

 th
o

u
”
 w

o
u

ld
 g

e
t s

o
 o

u
t o

f h
a

n
d

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 

s
u

p
p

o
rt, frie

n
d

s
h

ip
, g

o
o

d
 tim

e
s
, a

n
d

 re
a

l a
c

c
o

m
p

lis
h

m
e

n
t. B

u
t fo

r 

m
e

 it w
a

s
 o

v
e

rs
h

a
d

o
w

e
d

 b
y

 th
e

 o
n

e
u

p
s
“
w

o
m

a
n

”
s
h

ip
. I d

o
n

’t th
in

k
 

th
is

 w
a

s
 d

e
lib

e
ra

te
 o

r m
a

lic
io

u
s
. W

e
 re

w
a

rd
e

d
 p

e
o

p
le

 fo
r c

o
n

fro
n

tin
g

 

o
p

p
re

s
s
io

n
, a

n
d

 a
ll o

f a
 s

u
d

d
e

n
 if y

o
u

 h
a

d
 a

 m
u

s
ic

 ta
p

e
 w

ith
 o

n
e

 m
a

le
 

a
rtis

t, w
e

 h
a

d
 a

 p
ro

b
le

m
, a

n
d

 ta
lk

in
g

 c
o

u
ld

 g
o

 o
n

 a
n

d
 o

n
 . . . N

o
n

e
 o

f 

u
s
 w

o
u

ld
 h

a
v

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 s

h
u

t w
o

m
e

n
 u

p
, b

u
t w

h
e

n
 w

e
 e

a
c

h
 b

e
c

a
m

e
 

th
e

 o
p

p
re

s
s
o

r fo
r s

o
m

e
b

o
d

y
 e

ls
e

, w
e

 d
id

n
’t k

n
o

w
 w

h
a

t to
 d

o
.

W
h

ere 
w

o
uld

 
I 

live? 
M

o
st 

w
o

m
en

’s 
lan

d
s 

h
ave 

very 
few

 

structures, an
d

 I d
o

ub
t if o

w
n

ers are p
rep

ared
 to

 b
uild

 cab
in

s 

fo
r future resid

en
ts. It w

o
uld

 b
e fo

o
lish

 o
f m

e to
 b

uild
 o

n
 a p

lace 

w
h

ere I h
ave n

o
 leg

al rig
h

ts an
d

 n
o

 assuran
ce th

at I w
ill b

e ab
le to

 

stay lo
n

g
 en

o
ug

h
 to

 en
jo

y it. 

A
sid

e 
fro

m
 

m
aterial 

an
d

 
eco

n
o

m
ic 

facto
rs—

fo
o

d
, 

m
o

n
ey, 

transportation, 
shelter, 

firew
ood, 

raising 
anim

als, 
etc.—

the 
d

ecisio
n

 to
 stay o

r leave is o
ften

 b
ased

 o
n

 relatio
n

sh
ip

s. C
an

 w
e 

g
et alo

n
g

 w
ith

 th
e o

th
er p

eo
p

le th
ere? If so

, is th
e sup

p
o

rt o
f a 

h
an

d
ful o

f p
eo

p
le, w

ith
 varyin

g
 levels o

f in
vo

lvem
en

t in
 o

ur lives 

an
d

 strug
g

les, really en
o

ug
h

? P
ressure fro

m
 th

e n
eed

 to
 g

et alo
n

g
 

can
 alien

ate p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 d
o

 n
o

t w
an

t such
 lo

ad
ed

 relatio
n

sh
ip

s 

an
yw

ay. 
T

h
e

 
p

ro
c

e
s
s
 

to
 

d
e

a
l 

w
ith

 
th

is
 

w
a

s
 

e
n

d
le

s
s
 

m
e

e
tin

g
s
. 

I 

a
m

 n
o

t s
u

re
 w

e
 p

u
t tim

e
 lim

its
 o

n
 th

o
s
e

. T
h

e
re

 m
a

y
 h

a
v

e
 b

e
e

n
 a

n
 

u
n

q
u

e
s
tio

n
e

d
 a

s
s
u

m
p

tio
n

 th
a

t e
v

e
ry

 p
e

rs
o

n
 h

a
v

in
g

 th
e

ir s
a

y
 w

o
u

ld
 

le
a

d
 to

 c
o

m
m

u
n

ity
. I d

o
 th

in
k

 th
e

re
 w

a
s
 a

 lo
t o

f p
o

s
tu

rin
g

 a
b

o
u

t th
is

, 

a
n

d
 u

s
in

g
 la

n
g

u
a

g
e

 a
n

d
 c

o
m

m
u

n
ic

a
tio

n
 a

s
 s

p
o

rt, m
a

y
b

e
 n

o
t w

o
rd

s
 

as w
eapons exactly, not all the tim

e, but definitely talking for effect.
P

eo
p

le g
en

erally resist th
e sen

se o
f d

uty, o
b

lig
atio

n
, an

d
 

in
terd

ep
en

d
en

ce th
at ch

aracterizes true co
m

m
un

ity in
vo

lvem
en

t. 

T
h

at is, w
e s

a
y w

e w
an

t a w
o

m
en

’s co
m

m
un

ity, b
ut w

e are alw
ays 

lettin
g

 each
 o

th
er kn

o
w

 th
at w

e d
o

 n
o

t w
an

t to
 b

e b
o

th
ered

, w
e 

d
o

 n
o

t like to
 feel o

b
lig

ated
. W

e treat each
 o

th
er like o

utsid
ers an

d
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FA
M

ILY
 T

R
E

E

L
o
b
a
 W

a
k
in

y
a
n

D
rivin

g
 acro

ss W
h

itesid
e M

o
un

tain
1

N
am

ed
 after o

ur run
aw

ay an
cesto

rs

W
e to

o
k a sh

arp
 left

M
y great-aunt and her unnam

ed w
ife m

et us at the door
O

f a tiny one-room
 cabin

T
h

e w
o

o
d

sto
ve n

early b
akin

g
 th

e m
arro

w
 in

 o
ur b

o
n

es

A
s w

e step
p

ed
 th

ro
ug

h

T
h

e b
ack w

all w
as lin

ed
 w

ith
 m

aso
n

 jars

O
f veg

etab
les, fruits, p

ickles, jellies, an
d

 jam
s

T
h

e o
th

er th
ree w

alls w
ere b

o
o

ksh
elves

P
acked

 to
 th

e ceilin
g

W
h

ere h
erb

s an
d

 p
lan

ts h
un

g
 d

o
w

n

T
h

eir d
aug

h
ter an

d
 h

er g
irlfrien

d
—

M
y co

usin
s—

C
am

e in
 b

eh
in

d
 us

I co
uld

n
’t sto

p
 g

rin
n

in
g

I’d
 fo

un
d

 m
y p

eo
p

le

W
ith

in
 m

y p
eo

p
le

U
p

o
n

 a g
reat w

h
ite m

o
un

tain

Full o
f slo

w
 h

illb
illy d

raw
l

R
elated

 an
d

 stran
g

er at o
n

ce

M
y co

usin
s kep

t sm
ilin

g
 b

ack at m
e

A
n

d
 g

ivin
g

 each
 o

th
er th

at kn
o

w
in

g
 lo

o
k

1  W
h

itesid
e M

o
un

tain
 is n

ear H
ig

h
lan

d
s, N

o
rth

 C
aro

lin
a.

term
s of individual freedom

 and self-determ
ination. Som

etim
es 

the survival of the group w
ill conflict w

ith our ow
n needs. A

re w
e 

p
rep

ared
 fo

r th
is? W

e say w
e w

an
t a w

o
m

en
’s co

m
m

un
ity, b

ut 

d
o

 w
e kn

o
w

 w
h

at it w
ill take—

fro
m

 each
 p

erso
n

—
to

 m
ake th

at 

h
ap

p
en

? If so
, are w

e p
rep

ared
 to

 d
o

 w
h

at n
eed

s to
 b

e d
o

n
e, at th

e 

tim
e it n

eed
s to

 h
ap

p
en

, o
r o

n
ly w

h
en

 w
e feel like it?

I rem
em

b
er w

ritin
g

 in
 m

y jo
urn

al years ag
o

 th
at as lo

n
g

 as th
e 

lan
d

 existed
, th

ere w
as h

o
p

e fo
r th

e future, b
ut I n

o
 lo

n
g

er b
elieve 

th
at availab

ility o
f lan

d
 is th

e m
ajo

r o
b

stacle. T
h

e p
o

in
t is—

d
o

 w
e 

w
an

t to
 live o

n
 lan

d
 in

 g
ro

up
s? C

an
 w

e sup
p

o
rt each

 o
th

er an
d

 

sustain
 a co

m
m

un
ity? W

h
at ab

o
ut w

h
en

 it is h
ard

, w
h

en
 w

e d
o

 

n
o

t feel like it, w
h

en
 w

e “n
eed

 sp
ace,” etc.? D

o
 w

e w
an

t to
 m

ake 

com
m

itm
ents and sacrifices, w

ork at it for years and really deal 
w

ith
 each

 o
th

er—
en

o
ug

h
 to

 m
ake it h

ap
p

en
? A

re w
e in

 it fo
r th

e 

lo
n

g
 h

aul, o
r are w

e o
n

ly availab
le fo

r th
e g

o
o

d
 tim

es?

N
o

 am
o

un
t o

f w
o

rd
s, rh

eto
ric, an

d
 m

atriarch
al d

escrip
tio

n
s 

w
ill turn

 a p
iece o

f lan
d

 (o
r an

y o
th

er lo
catio

n) in
to

 a th
rivin

g
 

w
om

en’s com
m

unity. O
nly w

e can do that, and it w
ill take soul-

searching analysis and an enorm
ous am

ount of eff
ort and energy 

fro
m

 everyo
n

e in
vo

lved
. [W

o
m

e
n

’s
 la

n
d

 c
o

m
m

u
n

itie
s
] w

e
re

 a
 n

o
b

le
 

effort, and one of the things I gave up by leaving [w
om

en’s land] w
as 

th
e

 b
e

lie
f th

a
t I w

a
s
 p

a
rtic

ip
a

tin
g

 in
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g

 th
a

t p
ro

m
is

e
d

 g
re

a
t 

c
h

a
n

g
e

s
 a

n
d

 g
re

a
t h

o
p

e
 fo

r th
e

 p
la

n
e

t.

I a
m

 s
u

re
 th

a
t p

e
o

p
le

 w
ill w

a
n

t to
 k

n
o

w
 if I w

e
n

t s
tra

ig
h

t. I h
a

v
e

 

b
e

e
n

 c
e

lib
a

te
 a

b
o

u
t s

ix
ty

 o
f m

y
 a

lm
o

s
t s

ix
ty

-tw
o

 y
e

a
rs

, a
n

d
 h

a
v

e
 h

a
d

 

v
e

ry
 fe

w
 in

tim
a

te
 p

a
rtn

e
rs

, a
 fe

w
 m

a
le

 a
n

d
 a

 fe
w

 fe
m

a
le

. F
o

r m
e

, th
e

 

lure of w
om

en’s land w
as the blank canvas that w

e could fill w
ith our 

o
w

n
 c

u
ltu

re
 a

n
d

 in
te

re
s
ts

, s
o

 w
h

e
n

 th
a

t m
o

s
tly

 d
id

 n
o

t h
a

p
p

e
n

, I ju
s
t 

le
ft. B

u
t I w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t w

a
n

t a
n

y
o

n
e

 to
 ta

k
e

 m
y

 e
x

p
e

rie
n

c
e

 a
s
 p

ro
o

f y
o

u
 

s
h

o
u

ld
 n

e
v

e
r d

o
 th

a
t, o

r th
a

t liv
in

g
 c

o
lle

c
tiv

e
s
 a

re
 n

o
t m

a
n

a
g

e
a

b
le

. 

W
h

a
t I w

o
u

ld
 lik

e
 fo

r a
ll o

f u
s
 is

 d
is

c
e

rn
m

e
n

t o
n

 h
o

w
 to

 p
ro

c
e

e
d

 w
h

ile
 

try
in

g
 h

a
rd

 th
in

g
s
 a

n
d

 c
re

a
tin

g
 n

e
w

 fo
rm

s
. J

u
s
t b

e
c

a
u

s
e

 s
o

m
e

th
in

g
 

is
 n

o
t e

a
s
y

 d
o

e
s
n

’t m
e

a
n

 it is
 n

o
t w

o
rth

w
h

ile
.
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W
H

E
R

E
 A

R
E

 T
H

E
 Y

O
U

N
G

 O
N

E
S

 T
O

 T
A

K
E

 O
U

R
 

P
L

A
C

E
?: IN

T
E

R
V

IE
W

S
 W

IT
H

 Y
O

U
N

G
 W

O
M

E
N

 
L

IV
IN

G
 IN

 M
ID

D
L

E
 T

E
N

N
E

S
S

E
E

1M
e
r
r
il M

u
s
h
r
o
o
m

W
h

e
re

 a
re

 th
e

 y
o

u
n

g
 o

n
e

s
 to

 ta
k

e
 o

u
r p

la
c

e? T
h

is q
u

estio
n

 

o
ften

 h
as b

een
 o

n
 th

e m
in

d
s an

d
 to

n
g

u
es o

f m
an

y 

o
f u

s o
ld

 d
ykes. W

h
o

 w
ill take o

ver th
e lan

d
/p

o
litics/activism

/

etc./etc./etc., after w
e d

ie? W
e m

ay o
r m

ay n
o

t h
ave ch

ild
ren

/

g
ran

d
ch

ild
ren

 w
h

o
 m

ay o
r m

ay n
o

t fo
llo

w
 in

 o
u

r fo
o

tstep
s. In

 an
y 

event, w
e w

onder w
ho w

ill continue w
ith the Lesbian-fem

inist 
trad

itio
n

 th
at w

as so
 im

p
o

rtan
t to

 u
s in

 th
e latter d

ecad
es o

f 

th
e last cen

tu
ry, an

d
 w

h
o

 w
ill p

reserve an
d

 n
u

rtu
re o

u
r lan

d
, o

u
r 

w
o

rld
?

O
n

e 
o

f 
th

e 
p

laces 
th

e 
yo

un
g

 
o

n
es 

are 
is 

h
ere 

in
 

rural 

M
id

d
le 

Ten
n

essee. 
W

e 
are 

b
lessed

 
to

 
h

ave 
a 

h
ug

e 
an

d
 

th
rivin

g
 G

LB
T

Q
 co

m
m

un
ity m

ad
e up

 o
f o

verlap
p

in
g

 circles o
f 

collectives, households, couples, and individuals of m
any non-

h
etero

n
o

rm
ative (h

ereafter referred
 to

 as N
H

N
) 

p
ersuasio

n
s. 

G
ender identity tends to be fluid am

ong m
any of the N

H
N

 folks, 
but others identify definitively as radical fairies (m

en and w
om

en 
b

o
th), Lesb

ian
, tran

sg
en

d
er, o

r queer. T
h

e co
m

m
un

ities are fairly 

in
terg

en
eratio

n
al w

ith
 ag

es ran
g

in
g

 m
o

stly fro
m

 tw
en

ties to
 

fifties. M
any of them

 arrived in their tw
enties and thirties and have 

been here ten or fifteen years. Several of us are in our seventh 
d

ecad
e o

r o
ld

er. T
h

ere are very few
 ch

ild
ren

. T
h

ere is a w
id

e ran
g

e 

o
f so

cio
eco

n
o

m
ic an

d
 cultural b

ackg
ro

un
d

s, b
ut th

e p
o

p
ulatio

n
 is 

larg
ely C

aucasian
 w

ith
 a p

ain
ful aw

aren
ess o

f th
is fact an

d
 p

len
ty 

o
f w

h
ite g

uilt an
d

 d
esire fo

r an
d

 m
o

vem
en

t to
w

ard
 ch

an
g

e. T
h

e 

1  In
 A

ug
ust an

d
 S

ep
tem

b
er 2014, M

erril M
ush

ro
o

m
 in

terview
ed

 six w
o

m
en

, 
ag

ed
 th

irty to
 fo

rty, livin
g

 in
 rural M

id
d

le Ten
n

essee: M
atild

a (b
. 19

84), S
w

am
p

rat 
(b

. 19
83), Lauren

 (b
. 19

80), E
m

ily (b
. 19

79
), B

eef (b
. 19

76
), an

d
 K

rista (b
. 19

73).

B
efo

re in
vitin

g
 m

e to
 h

elp
 th

em
 g

ath
er

A
p

p
les fro

m
 th

e o
rch

ard
 o

utsid
e

W
e laug

h
ed

 an
d

 p
icked

 an
d

 laug
h

ed

A
s th

ey co
m

fo
rtab

ly to
uch

ed
 an

d
 kissed

 each
 o

th
er

M
o

re w
o

m
en

 cam
e in

to
 th

e trees

M
y face flushed w

ith excitem
ent

R
elieved

 fro
m

 m
y o

w
n

 ad
o

lescen
t sh

am
e

W
e return

ed
 to

 th
eir m

o
th

ers’ cab
in

W
ith

 o
ur p

ick

T
h

en
 th

ey to
o

k m
e to

 th
eir o

w
n

T
in

y tin
 sh

ed
 cab

in
,

W
ith

 a rain
b

o
w

 h
an

g
in

g
 just o

utsid
e th

e d
o

o
r,

Tucked
 b

etw
een

 a d
o

zen
 o

th
er sm

all Lesb
ian

 sh
acks

I sm
iled and said “nice flag”

To
g

eth
er w

e laug
h

ed

A
n

d
 I kn

ew

I h
ad

 just co
m

e h
o

m
e
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form
s 

of 
anti-oppressions, 

such 
as 

oppression 
against 

p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 are n
o

t w
h

ite, o
r ag

ain
st th

e earth
, o

r ag
ain

st 

n
ative p

eo
p

les o
r p

o
o

r p
eo

p
le. W

h
en

 I th
in

k o
f fem

in
ism

, I 

th
in

k o
f b

ein
g

 ag
ain

st p
atriarch

y, w
h

ich
 d

o
esn

’t just o
p

p
ress 

w
o

m
en

 b
ut also

 th
e earth

, p
o

o
r p

eo
p

le, an
d

 p
eo

p
le o

f 

color. . . . Lesbian-fem
inism

 is, like, our roots, w
hat brought 

us to
 w

h
ere w

e are. It g
ives us certain

 freed
o

m
s, p

o
litical 

freed
o

m
s o

b
vio

usly, b
ut also

 so
cial freed

o
m

s an
d

 a b
read

th
 

o
f id

eas th
at h

ave evo
lved

 th
ro

ug
h

 th
e years o

f fem
in

ism
, 

th
e w

aves o
f fem

in
ism

. 2

I see all th
ese yo

un
g

 w
o

m
en

 as Lan
d

ykes, w
h

eth
er th

ey live 

in
d

ivid
ually, co

llectively, o
r so

m
eth

in
g

 in
 b

etw
een

, even
 th

o
ug

h
 

m
an

y o
f th

ese yo
un

g
 w

o
m

en
 w

ere n
o

t aw
are o

f th
e Lesb

ian
 

lan
d

 m
o

vem
en

t, 
S

h
e

w
o

lf’s
 

D
ire

c
to

ry, 
M

a
iz

e, o
r o

th
er Lan

d
yke 

p
ub

licatio
n

s. M
an

y d
o

 kn
o

w
 ab

o
ut L

e
s
b

ia
n

 C
o

n
n

e
c

tio
n, an

d
 so

m
e 

h
ave atten

d
ed

 W
o

m
o

n
w

rites o
r M

ich
Fest. T

h
ey all are co

m
m

itted
 

to
 livin

g
 o

n
 th

e lan
d

. T
h

ey live sim
p

ly an
d

 ro
ug

h
, use ch

ain
saw

s, 

w
eed

eaters, an
d

 o
th

er h
an

d
 an

d
 p

o
w

er to
o

ls o
f th

e co
un

try. 

They drive tractors and know
 about firearm

s. They cut firew
ood, 

g
ard

en
, raise an

im
als, an

d
 try to

 live in
 h

arm
o

n
y w

ith
 n

ature. T
h

ey 

are active to varying degrees in anti-oppression w
ork, and 

th
ey p

articip
ate to

 varyin
g

 d
eg

rees w
ith

 th
e lo

cals an
d

 th
e g

reater 

rural co
m

m
un

ity.

T
h

e p
itfalls o

f co
llective livin

g
 d

o
n

’t seem
 to

 h
ave ch

an
g

ed
 

m
uch

 sin
ce th

e 19
70s, n

o
r h

ave th
e ap

p
ro

ach
es to

 tryin
g

 to
 b

rid
g

e 

th
ese p

its. S
o

m
e o

f th
e g

ro
up

s w
an

t to
 b

e o
p

en
 to

 everyo
n

e as a 

san
ctuary, w

ith
 n

o
 rules, everyo

n
e accep

ted
 an

d
 sup

p
o

rted
. T

h
is 

d
o

es n
o

t alw
ays p

lay o
ut w

ell in
 real life. T

h
e co

llectives still h
ave 

m
an

y an
d

 len
g

th
y m

eetin
g

s an
d

 en
d

less p
ro

cessin
g

 an
d

 d
ecisio

n
s 

m
ad

e th
at th

en
 m

ay n
o

t b
e fo

llo
w

ed
 th

ro
ug

h
 o

n
. S

o
m

etim
es 

p
eo

p
le d

o
 h

ave to
 b

e asked
 to

 leave. T
h

ere m
ay b

e ard
uo

us an
d

 

p
ain

ful d
ram

as, in
co

n
sid

eratio
n

 o
n

 th
e p

arts o
f visito

rs w
h

o
 co

m
e 

2  Fro
m

 th
e in

terview
 w

ith
 S

w
am

p
rat (E

rica Fullb
rig

h
t) at M

erril’s h
o

m
e n

ear 
D

o
w

ellto
w

n
, Ten

n
essee, o

n
 S

ep
tem

b
er 10, 2014.

queer in
ten

tio
n

al co
m

m
un

ity called
 ID

A
 h

as set up
 a safe sp

ace 

for queer people of color, and the residents do anti-oppression 
w

o
rksh

o
p

s.

Ten
 years ag

o
, tw

o
 yo

un
g

 w
o

m
en

 I b
arely kn

ew
 w

h
o

 lived
 

at ID
A

 kn
o

cked
 o

n
 m

y d
o

o
r, m

arch
ed

 in
to

 m
y livin

g
 ro

o
m

, sat 

th
em

selves d
o

w
n

 o
n

 th
e so

fa, an
d

 an
n

o
un

ced
, “W

e’re fem
in

ists!” 

S
o

m
eh

o
w

, th
ey kn

ew
 I w

o
uld

 like h
earin

g
 th

at, an
d

 I d
id

! M
an

y o
f 

th
e N

H
N

 fo
lks d

o
 id

en
tify as fem

in
ist an

d
 are very active aro

un
d

 

issues to
 d

o
 w

ith
 racism

, h
o

m
o

p
h

o
b

ia, p
riso

n
 an

d
 im

m
ig

ratio
n

 

issues, en
viro

n
m

en
tal co

n
cern

s, m
en

tal h
ealth

, etc. H
o

w
ever, I 

find m
uch less activism

 around issues of sexism
, and m

ost of w
hat 

th
ere is co

m
es fro

m
 th

e w
o

m
en

. M
an

y o
f th

e m
en

 – g
ay th

o
ug

h
 

th
ey m

ig
h

t b
e – talk a b

etter lin
e th

an
 th

ey actually w
alk, an

d
 

m
an

y o
f th

e w
o

m
en

 h
ave co

m
m

en
ted

 ab
o

ut th
e m

iso
g

yn
y th

ey 

exp
erien

ce in
 th

e co
m

m
un

ity.

O
ver 

th
e 

p
ast 

tw
elve 

years 
o

r 
so

, 
I 

h
ave 

h
ad

 
n

um
ero

us 

co
n

versatio
n

s w
ith

 th
e yo

un
g

 N
H

N
 w

o
m

en
 o

ut h
ere an

d
 h

ave 

b
eg

un
 reco

rd
in

g
 in

terview
s w

ith
 th

em
 fo

r th
e S

o
uth

ern
 Lesb

ian
 

Fem
in

ist A
ctivist H

ersto
ry P

ro
ject. M

o
st o

f th
em

 h
ave lived

 h
ere 

fo
r at least several years. S

o
m

e h
ave lived

 co
llectively b

efo
re 

th
ey cam

e h
ere, so

m
e live o

n
 th

e co
llectives n

o
w

, an
d

 so
m

e live 

b
y th

em
selves, as co

up
les, o

r in
 sm

all h
o

useh
o

ld
s. T

h
ey all are 

w
o

m
yn

 b
o

rn
 an

d
 w

o
m

yn
 still; so

m
e id

en
tify as Lesb

ian
, m

o
st 

id
en

tify as q
ueer, an

d
 so

m
e d

o
n

’t w
an

t a static lab
el. B

ut all o
f 

th
em

 stro
n

g
ly id

en
tify as fem

in
ist an

d
 feel th

at fem
in

ist values 

and practices are the right w
ay to live in the w

orld. They are pro-
peace, pro-environm

ent, pro-tolerance, pro-com
m

unity, and they 
w

o
rk to

w
ard

 p
uttin

g
 th

is in
to

 p
ractice in

 th
eir d

aily lives.

W
hen Sw

am
prat identifies as a fem

inist, she explains it 
th

is w
ay:

It m
ean

s I th
in

k everyb
o

d
y, reg

ard
less o

f th
eir jo

urn
ey, 

d
eserves 

to
 

b
e 

o
n

 
equal 

fo
o

tin
g

 
as 

far 
as 

p
o

w
er 

an
d

 

access an
d

 rig
h

ts an
d

 p
rivileg

es. . . . I th
in

k fem
in

ism
 is 

fundam
entally anti-oppressive, so it extends into other 
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T
H

E
 A

C
H

E

R
a
c
h
e
l

I
t is 2009

. T
h

e W
est V

irg
in

ia in
ten

tio
n

al co
m

m
un

ity w
as fo

un
d

ed
 

years ag
o

 in
 sup

p
o

rt o
f a g

uru. To
d

ay, a h
an

d
ful o

f caretakers 

co
n

tin
ue to

 en
act cerem

o
n

ies an
d

 read
 th

e literature o
f th

is 

inspirational person. Lofty, m
agnificent buildings are em

pty m
ost 

of the year. I am
 a rootless traveler. I have finished a job, gotten 

o
n

 a G
reyh

o
un

d
, an

d
 arrived

 h
ere fo

r th
e co

n
tact im

p
ro

v jam
. T

h
e 

w
eeken

d
 is p

art im
p

ro
vised

 d
an

cin
g

, p
art tem

p
o

rary in
ten

tio
n

al 

co
m

m
un

ity h
o

sted
 w

ith
in

 th
e lan

d
ed

 co
m

m
un

ity.

If co
n

tact im
p

ro
v h

as n
o

t cro
ssed

 yo
ur p

ath
, it is an

 eg
alitarian

 

d
an

ce fo
rm

. P
h

ysically sm
aller p

eo
p

le learn
 to

 use g
ravity an

d
 

m
o

tio
n

 to
 th

eir ad
van

tag
e, an

d
 are ab

le to
 lift larg

er p
eo

p
le o

n
 

th
eir b

o
d

ies, o
n

 th
eir b

acks, in
 th

e air, etc. T
h

e d
an

ce can
 b

e as 

sim
ple as lying on the floor, feeling m

icrosensations. It can involve 
rolling on the floor, jum

ping up, flying through the air, landing on 
an

o
th

er ro
llin

g
 p

erso
n

, b
ein

g
 lifted

 o
n

 a b
ack, o

r to
rso

, sid
e, o

r leg
, 

th
en

 d
o

in
g

 th
e liftin

g
.

A
t th

is w
eeken

d
 even

t, I feel an
 ach

e. Fo
r o

n
e, I h

ave n
o

t yet 

m
o

ved
 to

 th
e in

ten
tio

n
al co

m
m

un
ity w

h
ere I w

ill m
eet m

y future 

w
ife. But even w

ithout a w
om

an to love, I ache for w
om

en-only 
space. This is before m

y five- to seven-year journey of discovering 
w

h
at I like to

 call Lesb
ian

 sep
aratism

 w
ith

in
 m

yself. I feel a b
urn

in
g

 

itch
 o

f an
n

o
yan

ce th
at m

y b
o

d
y is p

h
ysically to

uch
in

g
 m

en
 so

 

rep
eated

ly d
urin

g
 th

e co
n

tact im
p

ro
v jam

.

T
h

e even
t creates a co

m
m

un
ity fo

r th
ree d

ays. W
e sit in

 a 

circle to
 g

en
erate th

e w
eeken

d
 sch

ed
ule. M

eetin
g

s are sup
p

o
sed

 

to
 b

e eg
alitarian

, like th
e d

an
ce fo

rm
, an

d
 h

ave d
ecen

tralized
 

lead
ersh

ip
. T

h
e yo

un
g

est in
 th

e g
ro

up
 (an

d
 sh

y at th
at tim

e), I 

b
rin

g
 m

y sug
g

estio
n

 to
 th

e m
eetin

g
. “D

urin
g

 th
is w

eeken
d

, I w
o

uld
 

love to have a w
om

en-only jam
.” The group of thirty or so people 

an
d

 feel free to
 act o

ut h
o

w
ever th

ey p
lease an

d
 th

en
 g

o
 aw

ay, 

w
h

ile th
e resid

en
ts still h

ave to
 live th

ere. S
o

m
e o

f th
e issues cited

 

in the interview
s w

ere passive-aggressive behavior, and inability to 
reco

g
n

ize an
d

 d
eal w

ith
 p

ro
b

lem
s early o

n
, to

 n
ip

 th
em

 in
 th

e b
ud

 

b
efo

re th
ey g

et o
ut o

f h
an

d
. O

th
er issues in

clud
e lack o

f structure 

and boundaries, lack of agreed-upon guidelines, people’s egos, 
in

terp
erso

n
al d

yn
am

ics an
d

 g
o

ssip
, an

d
 n

eg
ativity.

W
h

en
 asked

 w
h

at m
ig

h
t h

elp
, S

w
am

p
rat rep

lied
:

P
eo

p
le just g

o
t to

 g
et rig

h
t w

ith
 th

em
selves, I g

uess. 

Being responsible, self-aw
are, being w

illing to be called 
o

ut. Feelin
g

 g
o

o
d

 en
o

ug
h

 ab
o

ut th
em

selves th
at th

ey . . . 

can
 actually h

ear w
h

en
 o

th
er p

eo
p

le h
ave g

rievan
ces ab

o
ut 

th
eir b

eh
avio

r, actually h
ear it an

d
 n

o
t take it o

n
, just w

o
rk 

o
n

 it . . . w
o

rk o
n

 p
erso

n
al g

ro
w

th
 an

d
 aw

aren
ess.
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M
ust return

 to
 w

o
m

en
’s co

lleg
e.

M
ust return

 to
 w

o
m

en
’s co

lleg
e.

I d
o

 b
elieve th

at fem
in

ist m
en

 exist, an
d

 th
at all m

en
 sh

o
uld

 

strive to
 b

eco
m

e fem
in

ists. Likew
ise, all h

um
an

s sh
o

uld
 strive to

 

fight inequalities of racism
, ableism

, free trade capitalism
, and so 

m
an

y so
cial d

iseases. B
ut I n

o
 lo

n
g

er b
elieve th

at d
eb

atin
g

 w
ith

 

fem
inist or nonfem

inist m
en about the value of w

om
en-only space 

is a rep
lacem

en
t fo

r actually b
ein

g
 in

 w
o

m
en

’s sp
ace.

I often hear from
 older Lesbian-fem

inist friends that younger 
w

o
m

en
 are n

o
t sh

o
w

in
g

 up
 to

 jo
in

 w
o

m
yn

’s lan
d

s. I w
an

t to
 co

m
e 

fo
rw

ard
 an

d
 say I exist, b

o
th

 to
 th

e fem
in

ist eld
ers th

at I ad
m

ire, 

an
d

 to
 m

ain
stream

 so
ciety. I exist as a yo

un
g

 w
o

m
an

 w
h

o
 is 

Lesb
ian

, n
o

t “queer.” W
o

m
en

’s lan
d

s h
ave th

e p
o

ten
tial to

 see 

n
ew

 en
erg

y an
d

 n
ew

 m
em

b
ersh

ip
.

There are diff
erent parts to m

y activist self. Som
etim

es I w
orry 

th
at takin

g
 care o

f m
y o

w
n

 h
ealin

g
 is p

rivileg
ed

. A
 p

art o
f m

e 

b
elieves I sh

o
uld

 o
n

ly fo
cus o

n
 w

ars, refug
ees, th

e p
riso

n
 system

, 

h
o

m
elessn

ess, an
d

 th
e d

eep
est so

cial ills. Yes, th
o

se th
in

g
s are 

p
rio

rities. B
ut . . . th

at p
art o

f m
e can

 b
e cap

ab
le o

f m
em

o
ry lo

ss. 

H
ave I alread

y fo
rg

o
tten

 th
at in

 2010 th
e M

o
rm

o
n

 ch
urch

 p
ush

ed
 

to
 d

efeat C
alifo

rn
ia’s m

arriag
e equality? It is n

o
t a g

iven
 th

at I w
ill 

b
e accep

ted
 o

r safe in
 th

is w
o

rld
, in

 every tim
e an

d
 p

lace.

The young generation can believe that Lesbian-fem
inist goals 

h
ave b

een fully reach
ed

. W
ith

 lack o
f h

isto
rical/h

ersto
rical m

em
o

ry, 

it is n
o

 w
o

n
d

er th
at yo

un
g

 w
o

m
en

 d
o

 n
o

t co
m

e to
 w

o
m

yn
’s 

lands. From
 m

y personal experience, m
y real-life experience, I 

o
nce h

ad
 an

 “ach
e.” T

h
is ach

e w
as so

 m
an

y th
in

g
s to

 m
e. I felt 

lo
n

ely w
ith

o
ut h

avin
g

 yet d
isco

vered
 a really w

o
n

d
erful ro

m
an

tic 

relationship. I felt alone in m
y desire for w

om
en-only spaces. In 

term
s o

f actualizin
g

 m
y sexual o

rien
tatio

n
, w

o
m

en
’s sp

aces w
ere 

a h
ug

e h
elp

. B
y step

p
in

g
 aw

ay fro
m

 th
e n

um
ero

us m
ale frien

d
s 

w
ho pressured m

e to be bisexual or fluid, I could finally be honest 
w

ith m
yself. It w

as in a series of diff
erent and special w

om
en-only 

spaces that I w
as confronted w

ith m
y non-fluid, truly Lesbian identity.

discusses pros and cons of the idea, m
ostly cons. A

s fifty percent of 
the people are m

en, their voices factor significantly in the debate. 
It shifts from

 being about a w
om

en-only dance tim
e—

a tim
e not 

to
 h

ave m
en

’s b
o

d
ies rub

b
in

g
 up

 ag
ain

st o
ur b

o
d

ies, m
y b

o
d

y—
to

 

a diff
erent concept. N

ow
 the idea is a dance perform

ance piece 
to play w

ith or reflect on gender. It w
ill still involve fifty percent of 

d
an

ce p
artn

ers b
ein

g
 m

ale, b
ut th

ro
ug

h
 n

arrative o
r sp

o
ken

 w
o

rd
 

th
e th

eatrical d
an

ce w
ill talk ab

o
ut g

en
d

er.

H
o

w
 w

o
uld

 th
is reso

lve m
y d

ilem
m

a o
f n

o
t w

an
tin

g
 m

en
 to

 

to
uch

 m
y b

o
d

y w
ith

 th
eir b

o
d

ies? T
h

e issue is n
o

t co
n

sid
ered

. 

A
 

b
rief 

b
ut 

lively 
d

eb
ate 

en
sues 

ab
o

ut 
“th

e 
g

en
d

er 
d

an
ce.” 

U
ltim

ately, th
e id

ea is d
ro

p
p

ed
.

I stay after the event as a tw
o-w

eeklong volunteer. The one 
o

th
er traveler/vo

lun
teer (I’ll call h

im
 Jam

es) can
n

o
t fath

o
m

 w
h

y 

I’m
 n

o
t sexually in

terested
 in

 h
im

. H
e d

iag
n

o
ses m

e as asexual. 

M
ean

w
h

ile, I h
ave p

assio
n

ate co
n

versatio
n

s w
ith

 a m
em

b
er o

f 

th
e co

m
m

un
ity (I’m

 g
o

in
g

 to
 call h

er M
arjo

rie) ab
o

ut us b
ein

g
 

attracted
 to

 each
 o

th
er. S

h
e tug

s m
y h

eartstrin
g

s un
til th

e en
d

 

o
f an

 aftern
o

o
n

 to
g

eth
er p

ain
tin

g
 h

er b
ath

ro
o

m
. W

e p
ut aw

ay 

th
e p

ain
t sup

p
lies an

d
 sit d

o
w

n
. M

arjo
rie tells m

e sh
e is fully 

h
etero

sexual an
d

 d
o

es n
o

t like m
e th

at w
ay an

ym
o

re. P
lus sh

e h
ad

 

a dream
 about this m

an she is definitely going to date, and their 
relatio

n
sh

ip
 w

ill b
e exactly o

n
e year, sh

e can
 feel it.

W
ith

 p
atch

es I h
ave sew

n
 o

n
 m

y co
rd

uro
ys, w

ith
 a b

ackp
ack, I 

m
o

ve o
n

 fro
m

 W
est V

irg
in

ia. I am
 g

rad
ually co

m
in

g
 o

ut as Lesb
ian

. 

I d
o

 n
o

t th
in

k ab
o

ut th
is p

h
rase “Lesb

ian
 sep

aratist” yet, b
ut every 

w
o

m
en

’s sp
ace th

at I en
co

un
ter am

azes an
d

 d
elig

h
ts m

e. Tw
o

 o
r 

th
ree sum

m
ers o

f th
e lo

cal w
o

m
en

’s cam
p

o
ut, th

e w
o

m
en

’s co
lleg

e 

th
at I g

o
 to

 an
d

 I ad
m

ire. I h
ad

 atten
d

ed
 th

e co
n

tact im
p

ro
v jam

 

during tim
e off

 from
 college, w

hich is m
y w

om
en’s college m

other 
sh

ip
. A

 stran
d

ed
 in

terg
alactic traveler, I h

ad
 asked

 fo
r p

erm
issio

n
 

from
 contact im

prov m
en to hold a w

om
en-only dance. A

fter the 
id

ea m
o

rp
h

ed
 an

d
 th

en
 g

o
t sh

ut d
o

w
n

, m
y w

o
m

en
’s ach

e an
d

 

Lesb
ian

 ach
e b

o
th

 in
tern

ally in
ten

sify.
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L
E

S
B

IA
N

 N
A

T
U

R
A

L
 R

E
S

O
U

R
C

E
S

R
o
s
e
 N

o
r
m

a
n

O
n

e o
f th

e m
ain

stays o
f th

e Lan
d

yke m
o

vem
en

t sin
ce 19

9
1 

has been Lesbian N
atural Resources (LN

R), a nonprofit 
o

rg
an

izatio
n

 
fo

cusin
g

 
en

tirely 
o

n
 

sup
p

o
rtin

g
 

w
o

m
en

’s 
lan

d
 

co
m

m
un

ities th
ro

ug
h

o
ut N

o
rth

 A
m

erica. N
ett H

art, w
h

o
 w

as 

LN
R

’s ad
m

in
istrato

r fo
r m

an
y years, rep

o
rts th

at LN
R

 rem
ain

s 

in
 b

usin
ess, an

d
 em

p
h

asizes th
at “all LN

R
 activity h

as b
een

 d
o

n
e 

b
y vo

lun
teers, th

o
usan

d
s o

f h
o

urs. T
h

is h
as b

een
 o

ur g
reatest 

reso
urce.” 1

From
 1992 through 2000, LN

R annually off
ered tw

o kinds 
o

f g
ran

ts, o
n

e fo
r Lesb

ian
 lan

d
 g

ro
up

s th
at h

ad
 in

co
rp

o
rated

 as 

nonprofits (Land D
evelopm

ent G
rants), and a second category 

that did not require nonprofit status (Com
m

unity D
evelopm

ent 
G

ran
ts). T

h
e

 g
ran

ts n
o

t re
q

u
irin

g
 n

o
n

p
ro

fit statu
s su

p
p

o
rte

d
 

“accessibility, apprenticeships, econom
ic self-suffi

ciency, w
ork-

sh
o

p
s, co

u
n

try skills, n
etw

o
rkin

g
, co

m
m

u
n

ity b
u

ild
in

g
 even

ts, 

an
d

 train
in

g
 fo

r Lesb
ian

s an
d

 Lesb
ian

 co
m

m
un

ities” o
r lan

d
 th

at 

“is h
o

m
e to

 Lesb
ian

s/w
im

m
in

” o
r fo

r w
h

o
m

 “th
e in

ten
t o

f th
e 

resid
en

ts is to
 b

uild
 Lesb

ian
 co

m
m

un
ity.”

2 T
h

e tw
o

 kin
d

s o
f g

ran
ts 

w
ere funded through tw

o diff
erent organizations, each w

ith its 
ow

n board. In sum
m

er 1999, Tam
arack, that year’s LN

R
 C

oordinator 

fo
r G

ran
ts, p

ro
vid

ed
 th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
 sum

m
ary in

 M
a

iz
e:

O
ver the first seven years, Land D

evelopm
ent G

rants 
h

ave fun
d

ed
 $139

,9
00 in

 d
o

w
n

 p
aym

en
t g

ran
ts, $31,400 in

 

m
o

rtg
ag

es, $6
1,810 in

 h
o

usin
g

, an
d

 $59
,278 in

 d
evelo

p
m

en
t. 

C
o

m
m

un
ity D

evelo
p

m
en

t G
ran

ts h
ave fun

d
ed

 $19
3,49

6
 in

 

accessib
le livin

g
 sp

ace, visito
r b

uild
in

g
s, w

o
rksp

aces, to
o

ls 

1  Q
uo

tatio
n

s fro
m

 N
ett H

art are fro
m

 em
ail to

 R
o

se N
o

rm
an

 A
ug

ust 27 an
d

 29
, 

2014, an
d

 a p
h

o
n

e in
terview

 o
n

 A
ug

ust 31, 2014.

2  M
a

iz
e

 37 (19
9

3): 29
.

A
s a p

o
litical fem

in
ist, I fo

un
d

 th
at w

o
m

en
’s sp

aces h
elp

ed
 o

p
en

 

m
y eyes. Fem

in
ism

 is n
o

t o
ver. It is im

p
o

rtan
t to

 ackn
o

w
led

g
e 

p
rivileg

e w
h

erever it co
m

es up
. I h

o
p

e th
at w

h
ite w

o
m

en
 w

ill w
o

rk 

to
w

ard
 b

ein
g

 b
etter allies to

 w
o

m
en

 o
f co

lo
r. To

d
ay, I can

 take 

m
y p

h
ysical safety an

d
 p

o
litical g

ain
s fo

r g
ran

ted
, th

an
ks to

 th
e 

activism
 of others before I w

as born. But tom
orrow

, if I find m
yself 

in a diff
erent political or cultural environm

ent, w
here w

om
en are 

n
o

t so
 p

h
ysically safe, w

ill fem
in

ism
 b

e “o
ver” in

 th
at co

n
text?

I b
elieve in

 ackn
o

w
led

g
in

g
 th

ese sim
ultan

eo
us realities. To

d
ay, 

I am
 g

rateful th
at I d

o
 n

o
t n

eed
 to

 w
o

rry ab
o

ut m
y p

h
ysical safety 

fro
m

 m
o

m
en

t to
 m

o
m

en
t. B

ut so
m

ed
ay if m

y life circum
stan

ces 

ch
an

g
e fo

r w
h

atever reaso
n

, I w
ill take m

y m
em

o
ries o

f w
o

m
en

’s 

lan
d

 
w

ith
 

m
e. 

Fro
m

 
w

o
m

en
’s 

sp
aces, 

I 
h

ave 
learn

ed
 

ab
o

ut 

b
o

un
d

aries. I h
ave learn

ed
 th

at I d
o

 n
o

t n
eed

 p
erm

issio
n

 fro
m

 

m
en

. I d
o

 n
o

t n
eed

 to
 b

e w
h

o
 a m

an
 tells m

e to
 b

e. I h
ave an

 

in
tern

al co
m

p
ass o

f Lesb
ian

 sep
aratism

.

I am
 very lucky th

at I d
o

n
’t feel th

e “ach
e” m

uch
 an

ym
o

re. 

W
o

m
en

’s sp
aces used

 to
 feel un

attain
ab

le. I p
ut th

em
 o

n
 p

ed
estals. 

I n
eed

ed
 th

em
 m

o
re th

an
 an

yth
in

g
 to

 h
eal, an

d
 yet I co

uld
 n

o
t 

quite g
rasp

 at th
em

. H
ere an

d
 th

ere, I h
ad

 exp
o

sure to
 w

o
m

en
’s 

sp
aces—

every tim
e, it w

as h
ealin

g
 an

d
 n

ecessary. I am
 curren

tly 

som
eone w

ho feels secure and confident. So w
hen I spend tim

e 
in

 w
o

m
en

’s sp
aces n

o
w

, it is just n
atural, n

o
rm

al, everyd
ay life. 

I h
ave th

e luxury o
f takin

g
 th

ese sp
aces fo

r g
ran

ted
. B

ut I w
o

rry 

th
at th

ey m
ay b

e un
d

er th
reat fro

m
 a p

o
litical culture th

at d
o

es 

n
o

t un
d

erstan
d

 th
eir n

ecessity.

Is it true that there is a generational divide betw
een Lesbian-

fem
in

ists? 
A

re 
yo

un
g

er 
w

o
m

en
 

n
o

t 
w

an
tin

g
 

to
 

id
en

tify 
as 

“Lesb
ian

” (o
r “lesb

ian
”) at all? A

re yo
un

g
er w

o
m

en
 feelin

g
 th

at 

ach
e b

ut sup
p

ressin
g

 it? M
ayb

e th
ere is to

o
 m

uch
 d

istractin
g

 n
o

ise 

fo
r so

m
e o

f th
ese w

o
m

en
 to

 p
ause an

d
 listen

 to
 th

e in
n

er ach
e. 

This ache is the desire for w
om

an identification. It is the propelling 
fo

rce th
at co

uld
 d

rive yo
un

g
er w

o
m

en
 to

w
ard

, n
o

t aw
ay fro

m
, 

w
o

m
en

’s lan
d

 co
m

m
un

ities.
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fo
r 19

9
7 rep

o
rted

 in
 M

a
iz

e
 th

at m
uch

 o
f th

e o
ver $100,000 th

ey 

aw
ard

ed
 th

at year cam
e fro

m
 d

o
n

atio
n

s o
f $5 an

d
 $10. In

 ad
d

itio
n

 

to
 g

ran
ts fo

r lan
d

 p
urch

ase an
d

 d
evelo

p
m

en
t, N

ett H
art recen

tly 

pointed out that “concurrent w
ith the grant program

 w
e off

ered 
ad

vo
cacy to

 Lan
d

ykes in
 all m

an
n

er o
f lan

d
 an

d
 leg

al areas, 

p
ro

vid
in

g
 

services 
o

f 
p

ro
fessio

n
als 

w
h

en
 

ap
p

ro
p

riate. 
T

h
ese 

services saved
 as m

an
y lan

d
s as th

e m
o

n
ey. W

e also
 fun

d
ed

 

ap
p

ren
ticesh

ip
s so

 Lesb
ian

s exp
lo

rin
g

 lan
d

 co
m

m
un

ity co
uld

 d
o

 

so
 w

ith
o

ut h
avin

g
 to

 p
ay o

r b
urd

en
 th

e lan
d

 co
m

m
un

ity.”

T
h

e last LN
R

 g
ran

ts list p
ub

lish
ed

 in
 
M

a
iz

e w
as in

 sum
m

er 

2000. A
b

o
ut th

at tim
e, H

art rep
o

rts, “th
e LN

R
 b

o
ard

s realized
 

a n
eed

 to
 refo

cus: n
o

t o
n

ly w
ere w

e n
o

t seein
g

 n
ew

, p
revio

usly 

un
fun

d
ed

 
co

m
m

un
ity 

an
d

 
in

d
ivid

ual 
ap

p
lican

ts, 
m

o
st 

o
f 

th
e 

lands in our contact w
ere relatively stable financially and legally, 

an
d

 so
m

etim
es em

p
ty o

f resid
en

ts. O
utreach

 to
 m

o
re d

iverse 

co
m

m
un

ities o
f Lesb

ian
s, to

 areas n
o

t n
etw

o
rked

 w
ith

 o
th

er 

Lesb
ian

 lan
d

s, an
d

 to
 yo

un
g

er Lesb
ian

s b
ecam

e a p
rio

rity. A
t th

e 

sam
e tim

e it w
as evid

en
t th

at Lesb
ian

 culture w
as in

creasin
g

ly 

urb
an

 an
d

 less atten
tive to

 Lesb
ian

/w
o

m
m

o
n

 o
n

ly sp
ace acro

ss all 

d
em

o
g

rap
h

ics o
f Lesb

ian
s.” 

LN
R

 co
n

tin
ues to

 assist Lan
d

ykes in
 m

an
y w

ays. Fo
r exam

p
le, 

th
ey 

h
ave 

p
ro

vid
ed

 
g

uid
an

ce 
w

ith
 

tro
ub

led
 

titles, 
situatio

n
s 

w
h

ere a titleh
o

ld
er d

ies in
testate an

d
 b

lo
o

d
 relatives b

eco
m

e th
e 

“o
w

n
ers” o

f Lesb
ian

 lan
d

, m
em

b
ers leave o

r, h
avin

g
 p

ut m
o

n
ey 

in
to

 lan
d

, w
an

t to
 g

et it b
ack, creatin

g
 m

essy situatio
n

s th
at 

often lead to losing Lesbian land. O
ne of the long-term

 projects 
th

at LN
R

 h
as p

ursued
 is a reso

urce g
uid

e to
 leg

al an
d

 o
th

er issues 

asso
ciated

 w
ith

 o
w

n
in

g
 lan

d
. In

 sum
m

er 2013, LN
R

 an
n

o
un

ced
 

th
e p

ub
licatio

n
 o

f 
O

n
 O

u
r O

w
n

 T
e

rm
s, “a free reso

urce b
o

o
klet 

in
ten

d
ed

 to
 g

uid
e an

d
 in

sp
ire curren

t an
d

 future Lan
d

ykes. It lists 

and defines options for the ow
nership and transfer of Lesbian 

lan
d

s” (p
. 6

6
). T

h
e leg

al strateg
ies d

escrib
ed

 h
ere are in

ten
d

ed
 “to

 

p
ro

vid
e ad

vo
cacy an

d
 em

p
o

w
erm

en
t to

 Lesb
ian

s w
h

o
 are creatin

g
 

an
d

 livin
g

 Lesb
ian

 culture o
n

 lan
d

.” LN
R

 p
ro

vid
es th

is b
o

o
k free to

 

and m
aterials for self suffi

ciency, road repair, com
m

unity 
sp

ace, skill b
uild

in
g

 w
o

rksh
o

p
s, cam

p
in

g
 area d

evelo
p

m
en

t, 

co
m

m
un

ity b
ath

 h
o

uses, g
reen

h
o

uses, p
assive so

lar en
erg

y, 

ram
p

s, E
I [E

n
viro

n
m

en
tal Illn

ess] sen
sitive m

aterials an
d

 

h
eatin

g
 system

s, w
ater sup

p
lies an

d
 g

ard
en

 exp
an

sio
n

. 3

LN
R

 reg
ularly rep

o
rted

 g
ran

ts aw
ard

ed
 in

 th
e sum

m
er issue 

o
f M

a
iz

e, startin
g

 in
 9

9
9

2 (19
9

2). 4 A
 review

 o
f th

ese M
a

iz
e

 issues 

sh
o

w
s th

at m
an

y aw
ard

s w
en

t to
 S

o
uth

ern
 lan

d
 g

ro
up

s, esp
ecially 

fo
r lan

d
 p

urch
ase an

d
 fo

r d
evelo

p
m

en
t o

f co
ttag

e in
d

ustries. H
ere 

is h
o

w
 LN

R
 d

escrib
ed

 its g
o

als in
 M

a
iz

e
 in

 19
9

3:

T
h

e g
o

al o
f Lesb

ian
 N

atural R
eso

urces is to
 en

co
urag

e 

th
e sh

arin
g

 o
f reso

urces in
 th

e Lesb
ian

 C
o

m
m

un
ity so

 

as 
to 

encourage 
autonom

ous 
non-patriarchal 

Lesbian 
co

m
m

un
ity 

o
n

 
lan

d
. 

W
e 

reco
g

n
ize 

th
e 

value 
o

f 
lan

d
 

exp
erien

ce an
d

 skills as w
ell as m

o
n

ey in
 th

e m
aterializin

g
 

o
f visio

n
ary Lesb

ian
 co

m
m

un
ity. W

e en
co

urag
e Lesb

ian
s 

in
 N

o
rth

 A
m

erica to
 p

articip
ate b

y ap
p

lyin
g

 fo
r g

ran
ts fo

r 

p
ro

jects in
 yo

ur co
m

m
un

ity, en
co

urag
in

g
 o

th
er Lesb

ian
 

co
m

m
un

ities to
 d

o
 so

, sh
arin

g
 skills yo

u h
ave d

evelo
p

ed
 

living on land and in self-sustaining cottage industry, and by 
m

akin
g

 an
d

 en
co

urag
in

g
 o

th
ers to

 m
ake co

n
trib

utio
n

s o
f 

m
o

n
ey fo

r n
ext year’s g

ran
ts. 5

N
ett H

art says th
at th

e m
o

n
ey fo

r all th
ese g

ran
ts co

m
es fro

m
 

“several larg
e d

o
n

o
rs, m

an
y reg

ular d
o

n
o

rs o
f all am

o
un

ts, an
d

 

b
eq

uests [an
d

] . . . m
an

y, m
an

y sm
all am

o
un

ts [th
at] co

m
e in

, 

p
rim

arily fro
m

 th
e co

m
m

un
ities w

e fun
d

ed
.” T

h
e g

ran
t co

m
m

ittee 

3  M
a

iz
e

 62 (19
9

9
): 31.

4  Fo
r m

an
y years, M

a
iz

e
 fo

llo
w

ed
 th

e rad
ical fem

in
ist p

ractice o
f n

um
b

erin
g

 
years fro

m
 th

e b
irth

 o
f ag

riculture, ab
o

ut 10,000 years ag
o

, b
elieved

 to
 h

ave 
b

een
 d

evelo
p

ed
 b

y w
o

m
en

. G
ro

w
in

g
 fo

o
d

 rath
er th

an
 h

avin
g

 to
 search

 fo
r it led

 
to the origin of civilization, m

ore significant w
orld-w

ide than the death of Jesus. 
In

 th
is system

, 19
9

2 b
eco

m
es 9

9
9

2, fo
r exam

p
le. A

lth
o

ug
h

 a co
m

m
o

n
 p

ractice 
am

o
n

g
 fem

in
ists, it ap

p
aren

tly d
isap

p
eared

 so
 q

uickly th
at few

 kn
o

w
 an

d
 un

d
er-

stan
d

 it n
o

w
. M

a
iz

e
 reg

ularized
 years to

 co
m

m
o

n
 p

ractice after 19
9

9
.

5  M
a

iz
e

 37 (19
9

3): 29
.
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W
O

M
E

N
’S

 L
A

N
D

 IN
 S

O
U

T
H

E
R

N
 S

T
A

T
E

S

K
a
t
e
 E

llis
o
n

T
his 

listing 
of 

fifty-one 
w

om
en’s 

land 
groups 

in 
eleven 

S
o

uth
ern

 states b
eg

an
 w

ith
 P

elican
 Lee’s list o

f w
o

m
yn

’s lan
d

 

g
ro

up
s acro

ss th
e n

atio
n

. 1 T
h

is list g
rew

 o
ut o

f a slid
e sh

o
w

 th
at 

S
h

ew
o

lf d
evelo

p
ed

 d
urin

g
 h

er travels to
 w

o
m

en
’s lan

d
s. S

h
ew

o
lf 

b
ro

ug
h

t h
er slid

e p
ro

jecto
r an

d
 sh

o
w

ed
 th

e slid
e sh

o
w

 w
h

erever 

sh
e 

co
uld

—
at 

w
o

m
yn

’s 
b

o
o

ksto
res, 

co
m

m
un

ity 
cen

ters—
an

d
 

later sh
o

w
ed

 th
em

 reg
ularly at Lan

d
yke G

ath
erin

g
s. T

h
e list (an

d
 

the definition of “w
om

en’s land”) has been a m
oving target. W

e 
exp

an
d

ed
 th

e list usin
g

 th
ree issues o

f S
h

e
w

o
lf’s

 D
ire

c
to

ry
 (19

9
4–

9
5, 19

9
7–9

8, 2013–16
), 2 th

e M
a

iz
e

 2
0

1
4

 C
o

n
n

e
c

tio
n

s
 &

 R
e

s
o

u
rc

e
s
 

D
ire

c
to

ry, 3 an
d

 in
d

ivid
ual w

o
m

en
’s m

em
o

ries. T
h

e fo
cus is o

n
 

in
ten

tio
n

al co
m

m
un

ity an
d

 creatin
g

 altern
atives. S

o
m

e listin
g

s are 

w
o

m
yn

 w
h

o
 live rurally b

y o
n

es an
d

 tw
o

s, an
d

 m
an

y cam
p

g
ro

un
d

s 

h
ave n

o
 o

r few
 p

erm
an

en
t resid

en
ts.

T
h

e sym
b

o
l “♀

” b
efo

re a listin
g

 in
d

icates lan
d

s w
ith

 essays, 

m
em

o
irs, o

r in
terview

s in
 th

is issue.

1  P
elican

’s list is un
p

ub
lish

ed
, b

ut see also
 P

elican
 Lee, “S

ettin
g

 U
p

 W
o

m
en

’s 
Lan

d
 in

 th
e 19

70s: C
o

uld
 W

e D
o

 It?” off our backs (M
arch

–A
p

ril 2003): 43–47.

2  W
h

ile in
ten

tio
n

al co
m

m
un

ities like Tw
in

 O
aks (sin

ce 19
67, in

 V
irg

in
ia), E

arth-
h

aven
 (sin

ce 19
9

4, in
 w

estern
 N

o
rth

 C
aro

lin
a), an

d
 D

an
cin

g
 R

ab
b

it E
co

villag
e 

(sin
ce 19

9
7, in

 M
isso

uri) are listed
 in

 S
h

e
w

o
lf’s

 D
ire

c
to

ry, an
d

 are still in
 existen

ce 
and w

elcom
ing Lesbians, they are not set up as w

om
en-only land, so w

e have 
n

o
t in

clud
ed

 th
em

 in
 o

ur listin
g

. S
ee h

ttp
://w

w
w

.ic.o
rg

/. O
n

e excep
tio

n
 w

as 
Peacem

aker Land Trust, w
hich w

as not Lesbian-ow
ned but w

as an early attem
pt 

to
 start a Lesb

ian
 lan

d
 g

ro
up

 b
y rad

ical fem
in

ists w
h

o
 questio

n
ed

 th
e o

w
n

in
g

 
o

f lan
d

, an
d

 b
elieved

 in
 th

e lan
d

 trust p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y. T
h

at lan
d

 trust p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y 
is exp

lain
ed

 b
y M

ild
red

 J. Lo
o

m
is, “A

 P
ractice in

 S
o

cial C
h

an
g

e,” H
e

n
ry

 G
e

o
rg

e
 

N
e

w
s, Feb

ruary 19
70, o

n
lin

e at h
ttp

://w
w

w
.co

o
p

erativein
d

ivid
ualism

.o
rg

/lo
o

m
-

is-m
ildred_a-practice-in-social-change-1970.htm

l. The land is held in trust and is 
n

o
t “reco

n
vertib

le in
to

 p
ro

p
erty.”

3  M
a

iz
e 108 (W

in
ter 2013–14): 10–23.

Lesbians. O
rders are fulfilled through

 M
a

iz
e: PO

 Box 240, Serafina, 
N

M
 8756

9
, o

r em
ail JaeH

ag
g

ard
@

g
m

ail.co
m

, an
d

 p
ro

vid
e n

am
e, 

lan
d

 n
am

e (if an
y), an

d
 m

ailin
g

 ad
d

ress. W
rite to

 LN
R

 at Lesb
ian

 

N
atural R

eso
urces, P

O
 B

o
x 8742, M

in
n

eap
o

lis, M
N

 55408.

LN
R

 V
isio

n S
tatem

ent, pub
lished

 in M
a

iz
e and

 w
id

ely d
istrib

uted
. 

Art by Sine Anahita, used with her permission
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♀
 

19
75–p

resen
t 

B
e

lly
 

A
c

re
s—

M
erril 

M
ush

ro
o

m
, 

auth
o

r, 

n
etw

o
rker, an

d
 Lesb

ian
 activist, m

ad
e h

er h
o

m
e h

ere. W
ith

 

radical fairie husband, she adopted and raised five hard-to-
place, m

ostly m
ixed-race children on land in rural M

iddle 
Ten

n
essee.

♀
 19

76
–19

80 S
a

s
s
a

fra
s—

B
eg

un
 in

 19
72 as a g

ro
up

 o
f m

en
 an

d
 

w
o

m
en

 o
n

 500 rug
g

ed
 acres in

 th
e A

rkan
sas O

zarks, th
ey 

first transitioned to w
om

en’s com
m

unity (1976), and then 
g

rad
ually d

o
n

ated
 m

o
st o

f th
e acreag

e to
 w

o
m

en
 o

f co
lo

r, 

n
o

w
 A

rco
 Iris.

♀
 19

76
–p

resen
t S

u
g

a
rlo

a
f W

o
m

e
n

’s
 V

illa
g

e—
O

n
 S

ug
arlo

af K
ey, 

fifteen m
iles northeast of Key W

est, Florida, six lots, w
ith 

fo
ur h

o
uses, a sm

all g
uesth

o
use, an

d
 sm

aller “ch
alet,” th

is 

is n
o

w
 an

 active vacatio
n

 an
d

 cam
p

in
g

 d
estin

atio
n

, w
ith

 

fo
ur resid

en
ts.

♀
 19

77–p
resen

t A
rc

o
 Iris—

B
eg

un
 b

y M
aria (th

en
 kn

o
w

n
 as S

un
 

H
aw

k, n
o

w
 Á

g
uila) o

n
 120 rug

g
ed

 acres ad
jacen

t to
 S

assafras 

19
6

9
 In

 G
ain

esville, Flo
rid

a, C
o

rky C
ulver an

d
 o

th
er m

em
b

ers 

of her Lesbian consciousness-raising group form
 a w

om
en’s 

lan
d

 g
ro

up
 an

d
 start search

in
g

 fo
r lan

d
 to

 b
uy.

19
71–73 P

e
a

c
e

m
a

k
e

r L
a

n
d

 T
ru

s
t—

S
m

all farm
 n

ear H
in

to
n

, W
est 

V
irg

in
ia. C

o
m

in
g

 o
ut o

f th
e n

o
n

vio
len

t p
eace m

o
vem

en
t, 

w
h

ich
 in

clud
ed

 th
e lan

d
 trust m

o
vem

en
t an

d
 th

e fem
in

ist 

m
ovem

ent, and after picking apples together on an all-
w

o
m

en
’s ap

p
le p

ickin
g

 crew
, fo

ur w
o

m
en

 m
o

ved
 to

 W
est 

V
irg

in
ia to

 live o
n

 th
e P

eacem
aker Lan

d
 Trust. Tw

o
 m

o
re 

w
o

m
en

 jo
in

ed
, an

d
 th

ey started
 b

uild
in

g
 a cab

in
 o

n
 th

e lan
d

 

an
d

 g
ro

w
in

g
 veg

etab
les. S

everal w
o

m
en

 cam
e o

ut th
ere. 

U
nable to find jobs, they m

oved on, som
e to live on other 

w
o

m
en

’s lan
d.

♀
 19

72–p
resen

t T
h

e
 N

o
rth

 F
o

rty
 (aka L

o
n

g
 L

e
a

f)—
Fo

rty acres 

in north-central Florida, purchased by an intentional group 
(including Corky Culver) as aff

ordable land for Lesbians, 
w

ith
 skills sh

arin
g

, g
ath

erin
g

s, an
d

 co
m

m
un

ity.

♀
 19

74–p
resen

t 
D

ra
g

o
n

/D
W

 
O

u
tp

o
s
t—

A
 132-acre residential 

com
m

unity in southern M
issouri, eco-friendly subsistence 

livin
g

, n
o

t lo
o

kin
g

 to
 ad

d
 m

em
b

ers, an
d

 p
len

ty o
f cam

p
in

g
 

sp
ace.

R
ear view

 o
f S

ugarlo
af co

m
m

unity ho
use, 

a screen porch now
 converted

 to a b
ed

room
.

Photo by Rose Norman

Peacem
aker Land

 Trust w
o

m
yn stand

ing o
n the sill o

f the cab
in they are 

b
uild

ing o
n land

 in W
est V

irginia, early 1970s. 
(l to r) Lillian W

illo
ughb

y (S
ally W

illo
w

b
ee’s m

other, w
ho w

as visiting), 
Janet, H

arvest, G
igi, N

ita, M
el, and

 S
ally.

Photo by George Willoughby, 
courtesy of Sally Willowbee
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cerem
o

n
ies, 

m
u

sic. A
ctive 

co
llective 

o
f 

five 
w

im
m

in
, 

19
8

1–19
8

4
.

19
79

–p
resen

t S
w

iftw
a

te
rs—

N
ear D

ah
lo

n
eg

a, G
eo

rg
ia, started

 

as a riversid
e reso

rt/w
eeken

d
 cam

p
 w

ith
 cab

in
s an

d
 ten

t 

sp
ace fo

r Lesb
ian

s, n
o

w
 fo

r w
o

m
en

 an
d

 ch
ild

ren
, w

w
w

.

sw
iftw

aters.co
m

.

19
80–p

resen
t G

re
e

n
tre

e—
Lesb

ian
 lan

d
 in

 th
e M

isso
uri O

zarks 

adjoining D
ragon. For tw

enty-tw
o years hom

e to M
osa 

(M
im

i B
aczew

ska).

19
81–19

87 
W

h
y

p
p

e
rw

illo
w

—
320 acres o

f very seclud
ed

 o
p

en
 

w
o

m
yn

’s lan
d

 in
 a b

eautiful valley in
 th

e A
rkan

sas O
zarks. 

Three w
om

yn-built dw
ellings, a barn and shed renovated 

fo
r d

w
ellin

g
s, d

rin
kab

le h
an

d
 p

um
p

 an
d

 sp
rin

g
 b

o
x, n

o
 

electricity. Fin
an

cial issues aro
un

d
 th

e lan
d

 m
o

rtg
ag

e led
 

to
 a law

suit th
at sp

lit th
e lan

d
 an

d
 ultim

ately en
d

ed
 th

e 

co
m

m
un

ity.

♀
 

19
81–p

resen
t 

M
a

u
d

’s
 

L
a

n
d/O

L
H

A
 

(O
zark 

Lan
d

 
H

o
ld

in
g

 

A
sso

ciatio
n)—

280 acres n
o

rth
w

est o
f Fayetteville, A

rkan
sas. 

S
tartin

g
 w

ith
 tw

en
ty m

em
b

ersh
ip

s, th
ere are n

o
w

 tw
elve 

on the land, w
ith five living nearby.

♀
 19

81–p
resen

t S
P

IR
A

L—
290 w

ooded acres in south-central 
Kentucky, 

hom
e 

to 
about 

fifteen 
Lesbians 

over 
tim

e, 
creatin

g
 in

ten
tio

n
al co

m
m

un
ity, b

uild
in

g
 h

o
uses, a larg

e 

o
rg

an
ic g

ard
en

, an
d

 a cam
p

g
ro

un
d

.

♀
 19

82–p
resen

t S
ilv

e
r C

irc
le

 S
a

n
c

tu
a

ry—
Fo

rty acres n
ear H

o
lly 

S
p

rin
g

s, M
ississip

p
i, h

o
m

e to
 th

ree Lesb
ian

s, fo
ur d

w
ellin

g
s, 

o
utb

uild
in

g
s, g

ard
en

in
g

, an
d

 w
ild

life.

19
83 

M
a

iz
e

: A
 
L

e
s
b

ia
n

 C
o

u
n

try
 
M

a
g

a
z

in
e

 b
eg

in
s p

ub
licatio

n
, 

th
en

 b
ased

 in
 N

ew
 Yo

rk, n
o

w
 in

 N
ew

 M
exico

, P
O

 B
o

x 130, 

Serafina, N
M

 87569.
19

83–p
resen

t C
e

d
a

r 
H

o
llo

w
—

Forty-tw
o acres in a land trust 

in
 so

uth
ern

 K
en

tucky. H
o

m
e to

 tw
o

 an
d

 so
m

etim
es m

o
re 

Lesbians living off
 the grid until 2006. Since then, one house 

and guest space have electricity. Tw
o dw

ellings rem
ain off 

in
 n

o
rth

ern
 A

rkan
sas, as san

ctuary fo
r w

o
m

en
 an

d
 ch

ild
ren

 

o
f co

lo
r, esp

ecially in
d

ig
en

o
us w

o
m

en
. E

ven
tually, tw

o
 

p
arcels w

ere ad
d

ed
, to

 to
tal 530 acres, m

o
st as p

ro
tected

 

w
ild

ern
ess. S

ee earth
carep

ro
ject.w

o
rd

p
ress.co

m
.

♀
 19

77–p
resen

t P
a

g
o

d
a—

T
h

is seasid
e g

ro
up

 o
f tw

elve sm
all 

co
ttag

es an
d

 tw
o

 larg
er b

uild
in

g
s in

 S
t. A

ug
ustin

e, Flo
rid

a, 

off
ered Lesbian-only hom

es and active com
m

unity building 
un

til th
e 19

9
0s, in

clud
in

g
 frequen

t co
n

certs, art exh
ib

its, 

w
o

rksh
o

p
s, an

d
 fem

in
ist p

ro
cess.

19
78~19

88 
O

k
ra

 
R

id
g

e
 

N
a

tu
ra

l 
L

a
b

o
ra

to
ry—

In
ten

tio
n

al 

com
m

unity started by Catherine Risingflam
e, Boone, and 

o
th

ers o
n

 100 acres o
f valley surro

un
d

ed
 b

y rid
g

es, n
ear O

ak 

R
id

g
e, Ten

n
essee. C

en
tral h

o
use w

ith
 am

en
ities an

d
 fo

ur 

sim
p

le p
rivate livin

g
 sp

aces scattered
 aro

un
d

 th
e m

o
stly 

w
o

o
d

ed
 lan

d
.

♀
 1978–1985

 T
u

rtle
la

n
d

 —
Tw

enty acres of seclud
ed

 w
ood

land
, 

w
ith a creek o

n o
ne b

ord
er, in northern V

irginia. C
am

ping, 

A
s conflict w

ithin Turtleland overw
helm

ed hope, M
andy created this etching, 

a testim
o

ny to the d
ream

 of Lesb
ian land

. H
ousem

ate to
 Jes, K

ate, and
 Toni, 

M
and

y w
as close w

ith everyo
ne in the collective and

 lived
 the struggle 

alm
ost as m

uch as the m
em

b
ers.

By Amanda Clements Butler, used with her permission
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O
rg

an
ic 

g
ard

en
, 

m
ain

 
h

o
use, 

g
eo

d
esic 

d
o

m
e, 

an
d

 
a 

co
ttag

e. N
o

t seekin
g

 n
ew

 resid
en

ts, b
ut visito

rs w
elco

m
e 

w
ith

 p
lan

n
in

g
. C

ate an
d

 K
irsten

.

19
86

–p
resen

t 
M

o
o

n
h

a
v

e
n—

S
m

all sh
ad

y farm
 n

ear S
an

ta Fe 

Lake in north-central Florida, hom
e of anim

al com
m

unicator 
an

d
 astro

lo
g

er Flash
 S

ilverm
o

o
n

, an
d

 h
er p

artn
er P

an
d

o
ra 

Lig
h

tm
o

o
n

, b
o

th
 m

usician
s, p

lus m
an

y an
im

als. T
h

e scen
e 

o
f m

an
y R

ain
b

o
w

 G
o

d
d

ess C
ircles fo

r th
e H

o
lid

ays, an
d

 

m
an

y h
ealin

g
 sessio

n
s. Flash

 teach
es classes an

d
 created

 

th
e W

ise W
o

m
an

’s Festival, h
eld

 fo
r eig

h
t years.

19
87–2011 

S
o

m
e

th
in

g
 
S

p
e

c
ia

l—
O

ff
 I-95 in a residential area 

in M
iam

i, Florida, this w
as “M

iam
i’s only Lesbian-ow

ned 
an

d
 o

p
erated

, w
im

m
in

 o
n

ly g
ath

erin
g

 sp
ace.” B

ackyard
 

cam
p

in
g

, 
d

in
n

er 
in

 
M

aryan
n

e 
an

d
 

F. 
Lo

uise’s 
h

o
m

e, 

m
ulticultural n

eig
h

b
o

rh
o

o
d

.

19
87–p

resen
t 

C
e

d
a

r 
H

ill—
Radical 

lesbian-fem
inists 

Paula 
M

aried
aug

h
ter 

an
d

 
Jean

n
e 

N
eath

 
h

ave 
lived

 
at 

C
ed

ar 

th
e g

rid
, o

n
e w

ith
 active so

lar. P
erm

aculture farm
in

g
, w

ith
 

o
rch

ard
s, p

o
n

d
s, w

o
o

d
s, th

ree d
w

ellin
g

s. A
p

p
ren

ticesh
ip

 in
 

sim
p

le livin
g

, ch
ain

saw
 co

n
structio

n
, o

rg
an

ic g
ard

en
in

g
.

♀
 19

83–p
resen

t P
te

ra
d

y
k

til (aka S
a

n
d

h
ill F

a
rm

)—
Seventy-tw

o 
acres o

f w
o

o
d

ed
 an

d
 o

p
en

 lan
d

 in
 east G

eo
rg

ia w
ith

 h
o

use, 

cab
in

s, co
m

m
un

ity h
o

use, an
d

 p
o

o
l.

♀
 

19
84–p

resen
t 

W
IT

’s
 

E
n

d 
F

a
rm

—
T

h
is 

100 
acres 

ad
jacen

t 

to
 B

elly A
cres in

 Ten
n

essee w
as th

e site o
f th

e July 4th
 

U
nfinished Revolution, w

here Lesbians gathered yearly to 
celeb

rate co
n

tin
uin

g
 to

 b
e A

m
erican

 revo
lutio

n
aries. M

ain
 

house and barn, stream
 bed, sloping fields, and steeper 

w
o

o
d

s. S
o

ld
 to

 a Lesb
ian

 in
 h

er fo
rties in

 2014, an
d

 ren
am

ed
 

P
o

un
ce Farm

.

19
85–p

resen
t T

h
e

 M
o

u
n

d
/S

w
e

e
t H

a
v

e
n—

Lesb
ian

 lan
d

 w
ith

 tw
o

 

h
o

uses an
d

 tw
o

 cab
in

s in
 th

e M
isso

uri O
zarks, ad

jo
in

in
g

 

G
reen

tree, n
ear D

rag
o

n
.

19
85–2010 

B
o

ld
 

M
o

o
n—

Sine A
nahita lived on tw

enty-one 
acres o

f w
o

o
d

s, m
ead

o
w

, an
d

 riverfro
n

t n
ear G

reen
sb

o
ro

, 

N
o

rth
 C

aro
lin

a, fo
r fo

urteen
 years w

ith
 an

d
 w

ith
o

ut o
th

ers, 

fo
r cam

p
in

g
 an

d
 h

o
stin

g
 w

o
m

o
n

’s even
ts. In

 2008, it w
as 

d
o

n
ated

 
to

 
th

e G
uilfo

rd
 C

o
un

ty 
g

reen
 

sp
ace 

p
ro

g
ram

, 

w
hich has since added thirty-one acres and m

aintains it as 
w

ild
ern

ess, kn
o

w
n

 as B
o

ld
 M

o
o

n
 P

reserve. D
urin

g
 h

er tim
e 

on that land, A
nahita published at least fifteen issues of T

h
e

 

W
o

m
y

n
 o

n
 th

e
 L

a
n

d
 N

e
tw

o
rk

 n
ew

sletter.

♀
 19

85–2011 G
a

th
e

rin
g

 R
o

o
t—

E
ig

h
ty acres in

 so
uth

ern
 M

isso
uri, 

o
ld

 farm
h

o
use, creek, estab

lish
ed

 o
rg

an
ic g

ard
en

s.

♀
 19

85–2002 
W

o
m

o
n

w
o

rld (aka 
W

o
m

a
n

’s
 W

o
rld)—

S
h

ew
o

lf’s 

100 acres o
f b

o
tto

m
lan

d
 ab

o
ut fo

rty m
in

utes n
o

rth
 o

f N
ew

 

O
rlean

s, Lo
uisian

a. Larg
e ten

t g
ath

erin
g

s w
ere h

eld
 in

 19
9

3, 

19
9

5, an
d

 19
9

6
, fo

cused
 o

n
 co

n
structio

n
 skills, yurt b

uild
in

g
, 

an
d

 co
m

m
un

ity.

19
86

–p
resen

t L
a

u
g

h
in

g
 E

a
g

le—
Tw

enty acres in north-central 
Flo

rid
a, w

ith
 th

ree to
 fo

ur resid
en

ts an
d

 m
an

y visito
rs. 

Corky Culver w
orking in a neighbor’s hayfield, 1975.

Drawing by Jenna Weston, from a photo, used with permission
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H
ill since 1987 on forty-three rem

ote acres of A
rkansas 

h
ard

w
o

o
d

 fo
rest w

ith
 an

 o
rg

an
ic g

ard
en

. C
am

p
in

g
. T

h
eir 

b
lo

g
 is T

h
e C

ed
ar H

ill R
ep

o
rt: E

co
fem

in
ism

, S
ub

sisten
ce 

Living and
 N

ature A
w

areness at w
w

w
.eco

fem
inism

b
lo

g.o
rg

.

♀
 19

88–p
resen

t 
F

u
ll C

irc
le

 
F

a
rm

—
120 acres so

uth
 o

f C
h

ap
el 

H
ill, N

o
rth

 C
aro

lin
a. Lyn

n
 H

icks n
o

w
 sh

ares th
e lan

d
 w

ith
 

ten adults and four children (half living there full-tim
e), w

ho 
h

ave b
o

ug
h

t p
arcels. A

n
 o

ld
 farm

h
o

use, b
arn

, sh
ed

s, lo
g

 

cab
in

, an
d

 n
ew

 h
o

m
es.

19
88–p

resen
t 

S
o

m
e

rs
e

t 
F

a
rm

—
162 acres o

f W
est V

irg
in

ia’s 

m
ountainous forest, hay fields, and rolling pasture, w

ith 
h

o
use an

d
 b

arn
s, seclud

ed
 yet accessib

le to
 th

e h
ig

h
w

ay. 

Jud
y W

in
sett, a Lesb

ian
 jew

eler, lives h
ere w

ith
 tw

o
 h

o
rses, 

ro
o

m
 fo

r m
o

re. C
am

p
ers an

d
 visito

rs w
elco

m
e, an

d
 th

e 

p
o

ssib
ility o

f creatin
g

 a lan
d

 trust.

19
88–p

resen
t 

T
h

e
 

W
h

im
s
y—

B
etw

een
 

Fo
rt 

Laud
erd

ale 
an

d
 

M
iam

i, Flo
rid

a, 1.25 acres, fo
r travelers w

h
o

 can
 cam

p
, R

V
, 

or stay in guest-house. Political and cultural activism
.

♀
 19

89
–p

resen
t H

a
w

k
 H

ill C
o

m
m

u
n

ity
 L

a
n

d
 T

ru
s
t—

Lesb
ian

 lan
d

 

trust, part of a 3000-acre land trust in the M
issouri O

zarks.
19

89
–2000 

M
e

rry
 
M

a
c

h
a—

Fifteen
 acres in

 th
e m

o
un

tain
s o

f 

w
estern

 N
o

rth
 C

aro
lin

a, started
 b

y S
h

aro
n

 B
ien

ert an
d

 P
am

 

G
uthrie. They converted a barn to a house for w

om
en-only 

n
ig

h
tly an

d
 w

eekly ren
tal fro

m
 19

9
1 un

til 2000. R
an

 d
aylily 

n
ursery fro

m
 19

9
3 to

 19
9

9
, w

ith
 a g

ran
t fo

r tw
o

 years fro
m

 

LN
R

 to
 h

o
st ap

p
ren

tices.

19
9

0–9
2 C

lo
u

d
la

n
d—

The w
om

en-ow
ned land used for the first 

th
ree years o

f R
h

yth
m

fest (19
9

0–9
2), a w

o
m

en
’s m

usic 

festival featurin
g

 m
usic, art, an

d
 p

o
litics. In

 n
o

rth
 G

eo
rg

ia, 

rolling hills and fields, near A
labam

a, used m
ostly as a girls’ 

h
o

rseb
ack rid

in
g

 ran
ch

.

♀
 

19
9

0–p
resen

t 
W

o
m

o
n

to
w

n—
In

 
m

id
to

w
n

 
K

an
sas 

C
ity, 

M
isso

uri, an
 urb

an
, seven

 square b
lo

ck resid
en

tial area 

w
here low

-cost houses and apartm
ent buildings w

ere 
individually purchased or rented by m

ore than seventy-five 

Lesb
ian

s an
d

 ren
o

vated
 to

 create a d
iverse o

asis fro
m

 a 

b
lig

h
ted

 n
eig

h
b

o
rh

o
o

d
.

♀
 19

9
1–p

resen
t 

L
e

s
b

ia
n

 
N

a
tu

ra
l 

R
e

s
o

u
rc

e
s b

eg
in

s aw
ard

in
g

 

cash
 g

ran
ts fo

r p
urch

ase, d
o

w
n

 p
aym

en
t, im

p
ro

vem
en

t, 

ap
p

ren
ticesh

ip
s, 

an
d

 
m

an
y 

o
th

er 
uses, 

in
 

sup
p

o
rt 

o
f 

d
evelo

p
in

g
 Lesb

ian
 lan

d
 co

m
m

un
ities. B

ased
 in

 M
in

n
eap

o
lis, 

M
innesota, and still in business through a PO

 Box; first 
ad

vertised
 in

 M
a

iz
e in

 19
9

1: P
O

 B
o

x 8742, M
in

n
eap

o
lis, M

N
 

55408.

♀
 19

9
3–p

resen
t 

C
a

m
p

 
S

is
te

r 
S

p
irit—

120 acres, n
ear O

vett, 

M
ississip

p
i. 

B
ren

d
a 

an
d

 W
an

d
a 

H
en

so
n

 
started

 
th

is 
as 

a site fo
r th

e G
ulf C

o
ast W

o
m

en
’s Festival, an

d
 fo

r years 

off
ered cam

ping and other activities, until they got national 
p

ub
licity after a sp

ell o
f h

o
m

o
p

h
o

b
ic h

arassm
en

t. B
ren

d
a 

d
ied

 in
 2008, an

d
 th

e lan
d

 is n
o

w
 un

o
ccup

ied
.

19
9

3–p
resen

t R
a

v
e

n
s
 D

e
n

 S
a

n
c

tu
a

ry—
S

ix Lesb
ian

s b
o

ug
h

t 100 

acres o
utsid

e o
f S

ew
an

ee, Ten
n

essee in
 19

9
3. A

 seven
th

 

LN
R

 lo
go

 as pub
lished

 in M
aize #

67 (2000).

Drawing by Nett Hart, used with permission
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19
9

5–2005 C
a

m
p P

le
ia

d
e

s—
A

 Lesb
ian

 cam
p

 in
 w

estern
 N

o
rth

 

C
aro

lin
a, run

 b
y Jacque an

d
 B

arb
ara, w

h
o

 also
 o

w
n

ed
 A

1A
 

Fun
w

ear (clo
th

in
g

 so
ld

 at festivals). T
h

ey so
ld

 th
e p

ro
p

erty 

in
 2014 to

 a co
n

servan
cy.

19
9

6
–p

resen
t 

C
a

re
fre

e
 

R
e

s
o

rt—
T

h
e 

R
eso

rt 
o

n
 

C
arefree 

Boulevard, northern Fort M
yers, Florida; fifty acres w

ith 
278 m

an
ufactured

 h
o

m
es an

d
 R

V
 lo

ts; “S
o

uth
w

est Flo
rid

a’s 

prem
ier Lesbian destination”; 130 full-tim

e residents (http://
w

w
w

.reso
rto

n
cb

.co
m

/).

19
9

6
–2000 

F
u

ll 
M

o
o

n
 

F
a

rm
—

Lo
cated

 
fo

rty 
m

iles 
n

o
rth

 
o

f 

W
o

m
o

n
w

o
rld

 
in

 
Lo

uisian
a, 

p
ro

vid
ed

 
a 

safe 
h

aven
 

an
d

 

retreat fo
r Lesb

ian
 in

terracial co
up

les an
d

 frien
d

s, w
ith

 a 

larg
e h

o
use o

n
 p

rivate w
o

o
d

ed
 lan

d
 w

ith
 a lake.

♀
 19

9
7–p

resen
t A

la
p

in
e

 V
illa

g
e—

In
 n

o
rth

east A
lab

am
a n

ear th
e 

G
eorgia line, a com

m
unity of forty-five individually ow

ned 
tw

o-acre lots (fifteen developed). Som
e residents form

ed 
th

e A
lap

in
e C

o
m

m
un

ity A
sso

ciatio
n

, an
d

 o
n

e o
f th

e fo
cuses 

is o
n

 ag
in

g
 in

 p
lace. Fo

un
d

ed
 b

y w
o

m
en

 w
h

o
 m

o
ved

 fro
m

 

T
h

e P
ag

o
d

a.

19
9

7–p
resen

t W
is

p
e

rw
o

o
d—

Fifty-five acres in central Kentucky, 
h

o
m

e 
to

 
tw

o
 

Lesb
ian

s. 
Tw

o
 

p
astures, 

ro
llin

g
 

w
o

o
d

ed
 

h
ills, a stream

, tw
o

 o
utb

uild
in

g
s, an

d
 a h

o
use. Fruit trees, 

rasp
b

erries, b
lueb

erries, an
d

 b
lackb

erries.

19
9

8–p
resen

t 
A

v
a

lo
n

 
F

a
rm

s—
A

 Lesbian-ow
ned horse farm

 
on 300 acres northw

est of N
ashville, off

ering boarding, 
h

o
rse 

train
in

g
, 

an
d

 
lesso

n
s 

o
n

 
site. 

P
ractices 

n
atural 

h
o

rsem
an

sh
ip

 p
rin

cip
les (o

n
e o

w
n

er, V
al, is a level 3 P

arelli 

stud
en

t). P
rim

itive cam
p

in
g

 (n
o

 h
o

o
kup

s). Fo
r in

fo
, co

n
tact 

valerie@
avalo

n
farm

b
lo

g
.co

m
.

♀
 19

9
8–p

resen
t M

a
a

t D
o

m
p

im
—

In
 V

irg
in

ia n
ear A

p
p

o
m

atto
x. 

O
w

ned by a tax-exem
pt organization w

orking since 1992 to 
establish a facility reflecting w

om
en-of-color values.

19
9

9
–2001 S

H
E

L
L—

Supportive H
ealing Environm

ent of Long-
Livin

g
 Lesb

ian
s, a serio

us attem
p

t to
 b

uild
 an

 accessib
le 

joined in 1997, one w
as bought out (at the cost of five acres), 

an
d

 in
 2013, th

e rem
ain

in
g

 six d
o

n
ated

 th
e 9

5 acres to
 th

e 

S
o

uth
 C

um
b

erlan
d

 R
eg

io
n

al Lan
d

 Trust (S
C

R
LT

), retain
in

g
 

th
e rig

h
t to

 live an
d

 b
uild

 o
n

 th
e lan

d
 un

d
er th

e term
s o

f a 

lease w
ith

 S
C

R
LT

 an
d

 a co
n

servatio
n

 easem
en

t reg
istered

 

in
 2007 w

ith
 Ten

n
essee P

arks an
d

 G
reen

w
ays. O

n
e w

o
m

an
 

lives o
n

 th
e lan

d
.

♀
 19

9
3 

S
h

e
w

o
lf’s

 
D

ire
c

to
ry

 
o

f W
im

m
in

’s
 
L

a
n

d
s, first edition. 

In
 

sm
all 

typ
e 

un
d

er 
th

e 
larg

e 
title 

w
as 

“an
d

 
Lesb

ian
 

C
o

m
m

un
ities,” an

d
 th

e d
ates 19

9
4–9

5 (th
o

ug
h

 p
rin

ted
 in

 

19
9

3). C
o

n
tact: P

O
 B

o
x 1515, M

elro
se, FL 326

6
6

 o
r em

ail 

w
im

m
in

lan
d

@
ao

l.co
m

.

19
9

4–p
resen

t 
C

a
m

p
O

u
t 

(o
rig

in
ally 

In
 

T
o

u
c

h)—
B

etw
een

 

Richm
ond and Charlottesville, V

irginia, 96 acres, open first 
w

eeken
d

 in
 A

p
ril to

 en
d

 o
f O

cto
b

er; V
irg

in
ia W

o
m

en
’s M

usic 

Festival h
eld

 h
ere in

 sp
rin

g
, as w

ell as m
an

y o
th

er festivals 

an
d

 g
ath

erin
g

s in
 th

e p
ast.

19
9

4–p
resen

t S
p

in
s
te

rh
a

v
e

n—
A

n
 in

ten
tio

n
al g

ro
up

 o
f w

o
m

en
 

form
ed in 1988, focused on aging, purchased forty-three 

w
o

o
d

ed
 acres in

 M
ad

iso
n

 C
o

un
ty, A

rkan
sas, in

 19
9

4. T
h

e 

lan
d

 w
as so

ld
 in

 2014.

D
eerheart d

ining hall at C
am

p P
leiad

es, “w
here w

e ate a lot of m
eals, d

rank a 
lot of w

ine and had a lot of fun,” w
rites co-ow

ner Jacque A
llen.

Photo by Jacque Allen, used with permission
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Cam
pfire cooking in the 1970s.

Drawing by Harvest , 
used with her permission

sen
io

r livin
g

 sp
ace o

n
 sixteen

 acres o
n

 Lo
o

ko
ut M

o
un

tain
 in

 
n

o
rth

east A
lab

am
a. T

h
ree b

uild
in

g
s w

ere co
n

structed
, an

d
 

so
m

e w
o

m
yn

 lived
 th

ere, b
ut th

e lan
d

 h
as b

een
 so

ld
 an

d
 th

e 
b

uild
in

g
s m

o
ved

.
2000–p

resen
t 

P
o

c
o

-A
-P

o
c

o
 

F
a

rm
—

O
ne-and-a-quarter-acre 

hom
estead, tw

enty-m
inute drive from

 A
ppalachian Trail in 

W
est V

irg
in

ia. H
arvest curren

tly lives th
ere, w

ith
 an

 o
rg

an
ic 

g
ard

en
, h

erb
s, n

ative p
eren

n
ials.

2000–p
resen

t 
S

ire
n

 
S

o
n

g—
S

ix an
d

 a h
alf acres w

ith
 several 

d
w

ellin
g

s 
an

d
 

h
ug

e 
o

ak 
trees, 

b
etw

een
 

O
cala 

an
d

 
G

ain
esville, Flo

rid
a, p

resen
tly fo

r sale.
2000–p

resen
t S

w
a

m
p

 D
a

n
c

e—
Tw

elve acres, in
clud

in
g

 a p
o

n
d

, 
at th

e tip
 o

f th
e O

cala N
atio

n
al Fo

rest, Flo
rid

a. H
o

m
e to

 
P

at H
ig

h
 an

d
 h

er p
artn

er, vo
lun

teers, an
d

 ap
p

ren
tices, 

living off
 the grid, building N

ative A
m

erican structures, 
creatin

g
 lap

id
ary art p

articularly w
ith

 m
eteo

rites, kayakin
g

, 
teach

in
g

 classes. R
em

o
vin

g
 in

vasive p
lan

ts, farm
in

g
 w

ith
 

n
ative p

lan
ts an

d
 sh

iitake m
ush

ro
o

m
s, usin

g
 b

io
lo

g
ical 

insect control, solar-pow
ered irrigation.

2007– p
resen

t L
o

fty
 N

o
tio

n
s
—

Rents out a single-site cam
psite 

(R
V

 o
r ten

ts) in
 R

uth
erfo

rd
to

n
, N

o
rth

 C
aro

lin
a, 35 m

iles 
so

uth
east 

o
f 

A
sh

eville. 
T

h
is 

sin
g

le, 
p

rivate 
cam

p
site 

overlooks a beautiful 12-foot w
aterfall and has w

ater, sew
er, 

an
d

 electric (30 am
p), lo

ftyn
o

tio
n

s1@
yah

o
o

.co
m

2012–p
resen

t L
a

k
e

 A
n

n
ie

 W
o

m
o

n
s
p

a
c

e—
Lakefront lot in north-

cen
tral Flo

rid
a, h

o
m

e o
f Jen

n
a, W

irth
, an

d
 frequen

t visito
rs. 

Several living spaces, w
orkshop, offi

ce, dock.

Lesbian
 Lan

ds So
u

th
east, A

lph
abetical

A
lap

in
e V

illag
e

A
rco

 Iris

A
valo

n
 Farm

s

B
elly A

cres

B
o

ld
 M

o
o

n

C
am

p
 P

leiad
es 

C
am

p
 S

ister S
p

irit 

C
am

p
O

ut

C
arefree R

eso
rt 

C
ed

ar H
ill 

C
ed

ar H
o

llo
w

 

C
lo

ud
lan

d
 

D
rag

o
n

/D
W

 O
utp

o
st 

Full C
ircle Farm

 

Full M
o

o
n

 Farm
 

G
ath

erin
g

 R
o

o
t 

G
reen

tree 

H
aw

k H
ill C

o
m

m
un

ity 

 
Lan

d
 Trust 

In
 To

uch
 

Lake A
n

n
ie W

o
m

o
n

sp
ace 

Laug
h

in
g

 E
ag

le 

Lo
fty N

o
tio

n
s

Lo
n

g
 Leaf (N

o
rth

 Fo
rty)

M
aat D

o
m

p
im

M
aud

’s Lan
d

 (O
LH

A
)

M
erry M

ach
a

M
o

o
n

h
aven

N
o

rth
 Fo

rty

O
kra R

id
g

e N
atural Lab

o
rato

ry

O
LH

A

P
ag

o
d

a

P
eacem

aker Lan
d

 Trust

Poco-A
-Poco Farm

P
o

un
ce Farm

 (W
IT

’s E
n

d
 Farm

)

P
terad

yktil

R
aven

s D
en

 S
an

ctuary

S
an

d
h

ill Farm
 (P

terad
yktil)

S
assafras

S
H

E
LL

S
ilver C

ircle S
an

ctuary

S
iren

 S
o

n
g

S
ister S

p
irit (C

am
p

 S
ister S

p
irit)

S
o

m
erset Farm

S
o

m
eth

in
g

 S
p

ecial

S
p

in
sterh

aven

S
P

IR
A

L

S
ug

arlo
af W

o
m

en
’s V

illag
e

S
w

am
p

 D
an

ce

S
w

iftw
aters

T
h

e M
o

un
d

/S
w

eet H
aven

T
h

e W
h

im
sy

Turtlelan
d

W
h

yp
p

erw
illo

w

W
isp

erw
o

o
d

W
IT

’s E
n

d
 Farm

W
o

m
an

’s W
o

rld
 (W

o
m

o
n

w
o

rld
)

W
o

m
o

n
to

w
n

W
o

m
o

n
w

o
rld
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*
C

ro
ss C

reek is th
e in

fo
rm

al n
am

e fo
r a co

llectio
n

 o
f sep

arate, p
rivate, sm

all 
lan

d
h

o
ld

in
g

s, m
o

stly h
eld

 b
y Lesb

ian
s/w

o
m

en
, acro

ss th
e creek fro

m
 O

LH
A

.
? Rural, Lesbian-ow

ned land groups from
 the original m

ap that appeared 
in

 S
h

ew
o

lf’s Lan
d

yke slid
e sh

o
w

 at o
n

e tim
e, b

ut ab
o

ut w
h

ich
 w

e h
ave n

o
 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
. S

o
m

e m
ay b

e B
&

B
’s o

r cam
p

g
ro

un
d

s. 

A
LA

B
A

M
A

A
lap

in
e

S
H

E
L

L

A
R

KA
N

SA
S

?A
p

p
le A

cres
C

e
d

a
r H

ill

*
C

ro
ss C

reek
O

LH
A

/M
aud

’s Lan
d

R
an

ch
o

 A
rco

 Iris
S

a
s
s
a

fra
s

S
p

in
sterh

aven
W

h
y

p
p

e
rw

illo
w

FLO
R

ID
A

C
arefree

L
a

k
e

 A
n

n
ie

 

W
o

m
o

n
s
p

a
c

e

Laug
h

in
g

 E
ag

le
M

o
o

n
h

aven
N

o
rth

 Fo
rty (Lo

n
g

 
Leaf)
P

ag
o

d
a

?P
alm

s o
f 

M
an

aso
ta

S
ire

n
 S

o
n

g

S
o

m
eth

in
g

 S
p

ecial
S

ug
arlo

af W
o

m
en

’s
 V

illag
e

S
w

a
m

p
 D

a
n

c
e

W
h

im
sy

G
EO

R
G

IA
C

lo
u

d
la

n
d

?P
in

e W
o

o
d

s
C

o
lo

n
y

P
te

ra
d

y
k

til

S
w

iftw
aters

KEN
TU

CKY
C

ed
ar H

o
llo

w
S

P
IR

A
L

W
is

p
e

rw
o

o
d

LO
U

ISIA
N

A
?Les Fem

m
es D

eux
F

u
ll M

o
o

n
 F

a
rm

W
o

m
o

n
w

o
rld

(W
o

m
a

n
’s

 W
o

rld
)

M
ISSISSIPPI

C
am

p
 S

ister S
p

irit
S

ilver C
ircle 

S
an

ctuary

M
ISSO

U
R

I
D

rag
o

n
G

ath
erin

g
 R

o
o

t
G

reen
tree

H
aw

k H
ill

T
h

e M
o

un
d

/
S

w
eet H

aven
W

o
m

o
n

to
w

n

N
O

R
TH

 CA
R

O
LIN

A
B

o
ld

 M
o

o
n

C
a

m
p

 P
le

ia
d

e
s

Full C
ircle

M
e

rry
 M

a
c

h
a

Lo
fty N

o
tio

n
s

?M
akaro

w
 o

f
C

h
arlo

tte

TEN
N

ESSEE
A

v
a

lo
n

 F
a

rm
s

B
e

lly
 A

c
re

s

?Turkey B
ran

ch
O

k
ra

 R
id

g
e

 

N
a

tu
ra

l L
a

b

R
aven

’s D
en

S
an

ctuary
W

IT
’s

 E
n

d
 F

a
rm

V
IR

G
IN

IA
C

am
p

 O
ut 

(In
 To

uch)
M

aat D
o

m
p

im
T

u
rtle

la
n

d

W
EST V

IR
G

IN
IA

P
e

a
c

e
m

a
k

e
r 

L
a

n
d

 T
ru

s
t

P
o

c
o

-A
-P

o
c

o
 F

a
rm

S
o

m
erset Farm

Lesbian
 Lan

ds So
u

th
east

Southeastern portion of a U
S m

ap created by Jessey Ina-Lee 
to

 sho
w

 appro
xim

ate lo
cations of w

om
en’s land

s, part of a project 
d

one b
y A

LIC
 (A

ssociatio
n of Lesb

ians in C
om

m
unity) in the early 2000s. 

Lo
catio

ns are appro
xim

ate, and
 so

m
etim

es several land
 gro

ups are ind
icated

 
b

y one square w
hen they are clo

se to
gether. S

quares 
w

ere on o
riginal m

ap; d
o

ts w
ere ad

d
ed

, ind
icated

 b
y italics in legend

.

D
raw

ing used w
ith perm

ission of Jessey Ina-Lee, cropped and edited by Rand H
all, w

ith 
co

n
ten

t assistan
ce fro

m
 P

elican
 Lee, R

o
se N

o
rm

an
, M

erril M
ush

ro
o

m
, an

d
 K

ate E
lliso

n
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L
E

S
B

IA
N

A
: 

A
 PA

R
A

LLEL R
EV

O
LU

TIO
N

 (FILM
 R

EV
IEW

)
R

e
v

ie
w

e
d
 b

y
 B

a
r
b
a
r
a
 E

s
r
ig

A
 docum

entary film
 by M

yriam
 Fougère 

(C
an

ad
a, 2012, 6

3 m
in

. A
vailab

le fro
m

 G
ro

up
e In

terven
tio

n
 

V
ideo, http://w

w
w

.givideo.org/ or em
ail info@

givideo.org.)

L
e

s
b

ia
n

a
. It b

e
c

a
m

e
 m

y
 c

o
u

n
try

, a
 s

p
a

c
e

 w
h

e
re

 I b
e

lo
n

g
e

d
. 

A
 te

rrito
ry

 b
e

y
o

n
d

 b
o

rd
e

rs
 m

a
d

e
 u

p
 o

f is
la

n
d

s
 lin

k
e

d
 to

 e
a

c
h

 

other by love, ideas, and political affi
nities.

M
yriam

 Fo
ug

ère, fro
m

 L
e

s
b

ia
n

a

Y
o

u
 
k

n
o

w
 
w

h
e

n
 
y

o
u

’re
 
liv

in
g

 
in

 
it, 

y
o

u
 
d

o
n

’t 
re

a
liz

e
 
y

o
u

’re
 

m
a

k
in

g
 h

is
to

ry
, u

n
til a

fte
r it’s

 o
v

e
r. . .  C

aro
l V

. M
o

o
re, fro

m
 

L
e

s
b

ia
n

a

I
f th

ere is o
n

e Lesb
ian

 d
o

cum
en

tary th
at yo

u sh
o

uld
 see to

 really 

understand w
hat the peak of the Lesbian-fem

inist m
ovem

ent 
lo

o
ked

 like, felt like, sp
o

ke like, an
d

, in
d

eed
, w

as like, b
etw

een
 th

e 

m
id-1970s, and early 1990s, L

e
s
b

ia
n

a is th
a

t quintessential film
. 

This film
 chronicles how

, spaw
ned from

 the w
om

yn’s m
ovem

ent, 
the need for w

om
yn-only space and Lesbian separatist space 

b
ecam

e m
o

re an
d

 m
o

re evid
en

t an
d

 p
aram

o
un

t fo
r m

an
y o

f th
e 

rad
ical th

in
kers.

If yo
u w

ere th
ere, it w

ill b
e so

 fam
iliar th

at yo
u m

ig
h

t see 

w
o

m
yn

 yo
u kn

o
w

 (o
r even

 yo
urself!). If yo

u w
eren

’t th
ere b

ut 

alw
ays w

ish
ed

 yo
u h

ad
 b

een
 an

d
 w

an
ted

 to
 h

ave an
 exp

erien
ce 

(alb
eit a vicario

us o
n

e) o
f w

h
at Lesb

ian
 culture w

as like b
ack th

en
, 

th
is w

ill d
o

 it!

M
yriam

 Fougère, a Q
uébécoise Lesbian, artist, film

m
aker, 

arch
ivist, an

d
 traveler b

y d
esig

n
, sp

en
t m

uch
 tim

e d
urin

g
 th

e 

19
80s travelin

g
 up

 an
d

 d
o

w
n

 th
e E

ast C
o

ast, as far w
est as Texas, 

as far so
uth

 as Flo
rid

a, livin
g

 in
 h

er van
 an

d
 seekin

g
 rad

ical 

co
m

m
un

ities in
 b

o
th

 C
an

ad
a an

d
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates, m
eetin

g
, 

living, and loving these Lesbians w
ho w

ere creating w
om

yn-only 
sp

ace. T
h

is d
o

cum
en

tary, w
h

ich
 w

as n
arrated

, sh
o

t, d
irected

, an
d

 

ed
ited

 b
y h

er alo
n

e, d
o

cum
en

ts h
er return

, d
ecad

es later, w
ith

 

arch
ival vid

eo
 reco

rd
in

g
s an

d
 d

o
zen

s o
f in

terview
s w

ith
 m

an
y o

f 

th
ese w

o
m

yn
 w

h
o

m
 sh

e h
ad

 kn
o

w
n

: artists, m
usician

s, w
riters, 

acad
em

ics, all p
o

litical activists in
 th

eir o
w

n
 rig

h
t, an

d
, in

d
eed

, 

m
o

th
ers o

f th
e m

o
vem

en
t. T

h
ey talk ab

o
ut w

h
at it m

ean
t an

d
 w

h
y 

it w
as im

p
o

rtan
t to

 create a p
lace th

at em
b

o
d

ied
 Lesb

ian
 culture, 

p
o

litics, an
d

 th
eir o

w
n

 Lesb
ian

 id
en

tity.

C
reatin

g
 Lesb

ian
 sp

ace, h
o

w
ever, d

id
 n

o
t m

ean
 th

at everyth
in

g
 

w
as alw

ays co
p

acetic (ask an
y rad

ical fem
in

ist w
h

o
 w

as livin
g

 in
 

th
e fro

n
t lin

es!), an
d

 th
e tellers to

uch
 o

n
 th

is to
o

. L
e

s
b

ia
n

a th
en

 

is a film
, a forum

, of w
om

yn telling their real stories, describing 
th

e b
est o

f tim
es an

d
 th

e tryin
g

 tim
es. W

h
ile w

o
m

yn
 sp

eak o
f h

o
w

 

extrao
rd

in
ary th

eir lives w
ere, th

e im
m

en
se safety an

d
 n

urturin
g

 

th
ere w

as livin
g

 in
 a co

n
struct th

at th
ey h

ad
 created

, an
d

 p
ro

vid
in

g
 

a d
ream

 an
d

 a p
o

litic th
at h

as rem
ain

ed
 to

 th
is very d

ay, th
ey also

 

speak of the diffi
culties. It m

akes us groan rem
em

bering as others 
tell o

f h
o

w
 stran

g
ely n

arro
w

 an
d

 restrictive th
eir co

m
m

un
ity co

uld
 

b
eco

m
e, th

e en
d

less p
ro

cessin
g

 o
f w

h
at w

as p
o

litically co
rrect o

r 

in
co

rrect, th
e im

p
o

rtan
ce o

f w
o

rd
s an

d
 co

n
sen

sus an
d

 th
e en

d
less 

th
eo

retical d
ialectic an

d
 Lesb

ian
 id

eo
lo

g
y o

f h
o

w
 th

in
g

s “really” 

w
ere. S

o
 m

an
y in

d
ep

en
d

en
t w

o
m

yn
, all w

ith
 lo

ts o
f id

eas th
at, as 

it turn
ed

 o
ut, w

ere n
o

t alw
ays co

m
p

atib
le.

But w
hat Fougère does so extraordinarily skillfully and heart-

fully in
 L

e
s
b

ia
n

a is to
uch

 us d
eep

ly in
 rem

em
b

erin
g

 th
e co

urag
e, 

th
e w

ill, th
e ch

aracter o
f th

at p
erio

d
: a zeitg

eist th
at h

ad
 a sp

irit 

like n
o

 o
th

er. It w
as o

ur sch
o

o
l, w

e w
ere each

 o
th

er’s teach
ers, an

d
 

as h
ard

 o
r easy as it w

as fo
r th

o
se w

h
o

 lived
 d

urin
g

 th
o

se d
ecad

es, 

th
e irrevo

cab
le truth

 is th
at n

o
n

e o
f us w

o
uld

 b
e w

h
o

 w
e are “if it 
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w
asn

’t fo
r th

e w
o

m
en

, w
o

m
en

/w
e w

o
uld

 n
o

t b
e livin

g
, livin

g
/w

e 

w
o

uld
 n

o
t b

e jo
yful sin

g
in

g
/Lo

vin
g

 an
d

 b
elo

ved
 w

o
m

yn
.”

1

L
e

s
b

ia
n

a is o
n

ly an
 h

o
ur lo

n
g

, b
ut it’s a jo

urn
ey in

to
 o

ur p
ast 

that you w
on’t w

ant to m
iss. It’s the kind of film

 that deserves a 
m

ovie theater filled w
ith young and old dykes for a great evening. 

In
 fact, h

ave a p
o

tluck, in
vite all yo

ur frien
d

s o
ver, an

d
 it w

ill b
e th

e 
m

o
st fun

 yo
u’ve h

ad
 in

 a very lo
n

g
 tim

e.
P

arallel R
evolution: “Instead of fighting against patriarchy, 

w
e created

 a p
arallel w

o
rld

. P
arallel is so

m
eth

in
g

 th
at exists 

alo
n

g
sid

e an
d

 in
 th

e m
arg

in
s. W

e tried
 to

 create a w
h

o
le 

un
iverse th

at w
as b

esid
e th

is o
n

e in
stead

 o
f tran

sfo
rm

in
g

 
this one. I did not w

ant to fight to create change. It w
as too 

n
eg

ative. W
e d

id
 n

o
t h

ave a m
in

ute to
 lo

se. . . . W
e w

an
ted

 
to create a diff

erent w
orld based on w

hat w
e w

anted and 
d

ream
ed

 o
f.”

2

L
e

s
b

ia
n

a in
clud

es b
o

th
 E

n
g

lish
 an

d
 Fren

ch
 sp

eakers an
d

 is 
subtitled w

hen necessary. It has been show
n in over fifty film

 
festivals an

d
 th

eaters aro
un

d
 th

e w
o

rld
.

1  Fro
m

 A
lix D

o
b

kin
’s so

n
g

 “If It W
asn

’t Fo
r T

h
e W

o
m

en
,” fro

m
 h

er alb
um

 A
lix

 

D
o

b
k

in
: L

o
v

e
 &

 P
o

litic
s
, A

 3
0

-Y
e

a
r S

a
g

a
 (19

9
2), W

o
m

en
’s W

ax W
o

rks A
007, M

fg
. b

y 
Lad

yslip
p

er M
usic, In

c., D
urh

am
, N

C
.

2  Fro
m

 R
o

se N
o

rm
an

’s in
terview

 w
ith

 M
yriam

 Fo
ug

ère, co
n

d
ucted

 at M
yriam

’s 
P

ag
o

d
a co

ttag
e in

 S
t. A

ug
ustin

e, Flo
rid

a, Jan
uary 29

, 2013.

Cover photo from
 the film

 L
e

s
b

ia
n

a (2012).

Photo courtesy of Myriam Fougère

BO
O

K REVIEW

O
rdinary M

ayhem
 

b
y V

ictoria A
. B

row
nw

orth
 

B
o

ld
 S

tro
kes B

o
o

ks

IS
B

N
: 978-1626393158

P
ap

erb
ack $16

.9
5, 26

4 p
ag

es

R
e
v

ie
w

e
d
 b

y
 C

a
e
ly

 M
c
H

a
le

A
uth

o
r V

icto
ria A

. B
ro

w
n

w
o

rth
 d

eclares 
O

rd
in

a
ry

 
M

a
y

h
e

m
 

to
 b

e a “n
o

vel o
f h

o
rro

r” b
en

eath
 th

e h
aun

tin
g

 im
ag

e o
f a 

b
lo

o
d

y w
o

o
d

en
 fo

rm
 sp

raw
led

 acro
ss th

e co
ver o

f h
er latest b

o
o

k. 

I opened the book w
ith anticipation, expecting to find the stuff

 of 
H

ollyw
ood bone chillers--vam

pires around the corner and ghosts 
slam

m
in

g
 d

o
o

rs in
 th

e n
ig

h
t.  In

stead
, B

ro
w

n
w

o
rth

 d
escrib

es 

a diff
erent kind of horror through the story of her tortured 

p
ro

tag
o

n
ist, Faye B

lakem
o

re. 

Faye h
as a d

ark p
assio

n
 fo

r th
e m

acab
re in

 h
er p

h
o

to
jo

urn
alism

 

an
d

 a d
eep

ly h
id

d
en

 secret, o
n

e th
at h

as sh
ap

ed
 h

er life fro
m

 

th
e tim

e sh
e lo

st h
er p

aren
ts to

 a b
urn

in
g

 car w
h

en
 sh

e w
as six 

years o
ld

. A
s h

er sto
ry un

fo
ld

s acro
ss th

e varyin
g

 lan
d

scap
es o

f 

h
er g

ran
d

p
aren

t’s h
o

use in
 B

ro
o

klyn
, S

t. C
ecilia’s H

o
m

e fo
r G

irls, 

th
e streets o

f M
an

h
attan

 an
d

 th
e vio

len
t ro

ad
s o

f th
e D

em
o

cratic 

R
ep

ub
lic o

f C
o

n
g

o
 (D

R
C

), read
ers are b

ro
ug

h
t face to

 face w
ith

 

the true horror of the book--the shocking violence and cruelty of 
w

h
ich

 h
um

an
kin

d
 is cap

ab
le.
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W
ritten in a series of fleeting and interw

oven snapshots of 
Faye’s d

ark p
ast an

d
 tro

ub
led

 p
resen

t, th
e d

isturb
in

g
 n

arrative 

un
fo

ld
s. Faye b

ecam
e a w

ard
 o

f th
e state at 10 w

h
en

 sh
e co

n
fessed

 

to
 a n

un
 at S

t. C
ecilia’s th

at h
er g

ran
d

fath
er, “G

ran
d

”, h
ad

 b
een

 

horrifically killing and m
utilating w

om
en in his basem

ent, and 
ch

ro
n

iclin
g

 h
is “artw

o
rk” w

ith
 p

h
o

to
g

rap
h

s. A
s Faye g

ro
w

s up
 to

 

b
eco

m
e a celeb

rated
 p

h
o

to
jo

urn
alist, sh

e carries w
ith

 h
er th

e g
uilt 

o
f h

er g
ran

d
fath

er’s h
o

m
icid

al p
ast, an

d
 th

e fear th
at o

n
e d

ay h
e 

m
ig

h
t return

 fo
r h

er. 

T
h

e title O
rd

in
a

ry
 M

a
y

h
e

m
 is repeatedly exam

ined and defined 
in

 th
e b

o
o

k, lo
d

g
ed

 in
 th

e m
in

d
 o

f Faye as sh
e travels th

e w
o

rld
 

in
 search

 o
f w

o
m

en
’s sto

ries th
at n

eed
 to

 b
e to

ld
. “S

h
e w

an
ted

 to
 

tell h
er sto

ries, b
ut sh

e n
ever w

an
ted

 to
 b

e p
erceived

 as a m
o

n
ster 

just b
ecause sh

e w
an

ted
 to

 ro
ll b

ack th
e ro

ck to
 see w

h
at slith

ered
 

underneath…
 Faye didn’t create the things no one w

anted to see- 
an

d
 it w

asn
’t b

ecause o
f h

er p
eo

p
le co

uld
n

’t keep
 th

em
selves 

fro
m

 lo
o

kin
g

.” O
rd

in
ary M

ayh
em

 can
 b

e fo
un

d
 w

ith
in

 every livin
g

 

p
erso

n
. O

rd
in

ary M
ayh

em
 is n

o
t th

e evil d
eed

 d
o

n
e b

y th
e fairy 

tale villain
, b

ut th
e eld

erly m
an

 n
ext d

o
o

r o
r th

e b
ag

g
er at th

e 

g
ro

cery sto
re. O

rd
in

ary M
ayh

em
 can

 b
e g

ro
tesque an

d
 sh

o
ckin

g
, 

like th
e vio

len
t rap

es an
d

 attacks Faye ch
ro

n
icles w

h
en

 sh
e visits 

th
e D

R
C

, o
r it can

 b
e th

e in
visib

le an
d

 in
sid

io
us seed

 o
f fear in

 th
e 

h
eart o

f a ch
ild

. 

W
h

at B
ro

w
n

w
o

rth
 d

o
es so

 skillfully in
 O

rd
in

a
ry

 M
a

y
h

e
m

 is w
alk 

o
n

 th
e th

in
 lin

e b
etw

een
 th

e un
b

earab
le im

ag
e an

d
 th

e n
ecessary 

p
ain

 o
f visualizin

g
 it. M

uch
 like Faye, B

ro
w

n
w

o
rth

 seeks to
 ro

ll 

b
ack th

e ro
ck an

d
 un

co
ver a startlin

g
 p

icture o
f th

e vio
len

ce o
f 

w
h

ich
 all h

um
an

s are cap
ab

le. B
ro

w
n

w
o

rth
 lo

o
ks an

d
 lo

o
ks h

ard
 

b
ecause th

e o
n

ly w
ay o

rd
in

ary m
ayh

em
 can

 b
e sto

p
p

ed
 is b

y th
e 

g
rim

 ackn
o

w
led

g
em

en
t o

f its reality. 

Stroppy D
ykes b

y Jean Taylor
D

yke B
o

o
ks In

c. 

ISBN
: 978-0-9806261-1-7

P
ap

erb
ack $40, 872 p

ag
es 

R
e
v

ie
w

e
d
 b

y
 C

a
e
ly

 M
c
H

a
le

I
n

 S
tro

p
p

y
 D

y
k

e
s, Jean

 Taylo
r n

arrates fem
in

ist an
d

 lesb
ian

 actio
n

s 

and spaces in V
ictoria and the eff

ects the 1980s m
ovem

ent had 
o

n
 A

ustralian
 ab

o
rig

in
al an

d
 islan

d
er w

o
m

en
—

w
o

m
en

 w
h

o
se 

sto
ries are o

ften
 o

m
itted

 fro
m

 th
e trad

itio
n

al sto
ry o

f lesb
ian

 

activism
. W

ith
 an

 o
utstan

d
in

g
 level o

f sen
sitivity an

d
 care, Taylo

r 

b
rin

g
s to

 life th
e lesb

ian
 an

d
 fem

in
ist scen

e o
f A

ustralia. 

A
 d

rivin
g

 fo
rce w

ith
in

 th
e b

o
o

k is th
e n

eed
 fo

r lesb
ian

s to
 b

an
d

 

to
g

eth
er an

d
 retain

 a co
m

m
o

n
 id

en
tity th

ro
ug

h
 o

rg
an

izatio
n

s 

an
d

 g
ath

erin
g

 sp
aces d

urin
g

 a tim
e o

f so
cial ch

an
g

e. S
o

m
etim

es 

read
in

g
 

like 
a 

d
iary, 

so
m

etim
es 

like 
a 

n
ew

sletter, 
an

d
 

even
 

o
ccasio

n
ally like a textb

o
o

k o
utlin

in
g

 p
o

in
t b

y th
e p

o
in

t th
e 

im
p

o
rtan

t h
isto

rical m
o

m
en

t o
f an

 era, 
S

tro
p

p
y

 
D

y
k

e
s is an

 

in
cred

ib
le 

feat 
o

f 
research

. 
In

 
h

er 
in

tro
d

uctio
n

, 
Jean

 Taylo
r 

ap
o

lo
g

izes th
at sh

e h
ad

 to
 cut m

o
re th

an
 500 p

ag
es, leavin

g
 o

ut 

so
m

e m
eetin

g
s an

d
 even

ts. P
erso

n
ally, I co

uld
 n

o
t im

ag
in

e a m
o

re 

d
etailed

 an
d

 co
m

p
lete ren

d
erin

g
 o

f an
 en

tire d
ecad

e o
f activity. 

W
h

ile th
e sco

p
e o

f th
e b

o
o

k is d
aun

tin
g

, Taylo
r is ab

le to
 in

ject 

th
e facts an

d
 d

ates w
ith

 lig
h

tn
ess an

d
 fam

iliarity th
ro

ug
h

 p
airin

g
 

sn
ip

p
ets o

f h
er o

w
n

 life in
 th

e co
m

m
un

ity w
ith

 illum
in

atin
g

 quo
tes 

an
d

 d
escrip

tio
n

s o
f fem

in
ist an

d
 lesb

ian
 even

ts an
d

 g
ro

up
s. T

h
e 

diary eff
ect grounds the book in a place of em

otional investm
ent 

for the reader, and in a w
ay Taylor acts as the pseudo-protagonist 
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o
f th

e b
o

o
k. H

er cast o
f ch

aracters b
ro

ad
en

s to
 in

clud
e m

o
m

en
ts 

w
ith

 lo
vers, fam

ily, frien
d

s, an
d

 co
lleag

ues. A
 treat fo

r th
e read

er 

at the end of each section of the book is interview
s and profiles 

o
f lesb

ian
 w

o
m

en
 Taylo

r m
et in

 h
er exp

erien
ces w

ith
 th

e V
icto

ria 

lesb
ian

 co
m

m
un

ity. T
h

e vo
ices o

f th
ese w

o
m

en
 are stark, in

ten
se, 

funny, and personal. In a few
 pages, readers find out how

 these 
w

o
m

en
 cam

e o
ut, w

h
o

 th
ey fell in

 an
d

 o
ut o

f lo
ve w

ith
, th

e activism
 

th
ey w

ere in
vo

lved
 in

, th
eir successes, an

d
 even

 th
eir failures. Like 

sittin
g

 d
o

w
n

 fo
r sto

ry tim
e at th

e fo
o

t o
f a w

ise w
o

m
an

, each
 

in
terview

 is a fruitful an
d

 in
tim

ate m
o

m
en

t. 

T
h

an
ks to

 Jean
 Taylo

r’s am
azin

g
 atten

tio
n

 to
 d

etail w
h

en
 

ch
ro

n
iclin

g
 h

er lesb
ian

 co
m

m
un

ity, n
o

t o
n

ly lo
cal m

eetin
g

s an
d

 

actio
n

s are d
iscussed

. T
h

e b
o

o
k is also

 a surp
risin

g
 reso

urce n
o

t 

o
n

ly fo
r h

isto
ry b

ut also
 fo

r fo
rg

o
tten

 m
o

vies, b
o

o
ks, an

d
 p

o
etry 

th
at m

ad
e an

 im
p

act in
 th

e 19
80s, esp

ecially in
 A

ustralia. S
tro

p
p

y
 

D
y

k
e

s w
ill lead

 read
ers to

 m
an

y in
terestin

g
 b

o
o

ks an
d

 w
eb

sites 

ab
o

ut th
e V

icto
ria co

m
m

un
ity. T

h
e ad

d
ictin

g
 n

ature o
f th

e search
 

fo
r in

fo
rm

atio
n

 exud
es fro

m
 Taylo

r an
d

 in
fects read

ers; th
e quest 

to
 p

reserve lesb
ian

 h
ersto

ry co
n

tin
ues. 

U
ppity B

lind G
irl b

y K
athi W

olfe
B

rickH
o

use B
o

o
ks, In

c

IS
B

N
: 978-1938144271

P
ap

erb
ack $12, 42 p

ag
es

R
e
v

ie
w

e
d
 b

y
 C

a
e
ly

 M
c
H

a
le

U
p

p
ity

 B
lin

d
 G

irl is a jo
yful escap

e fro
m

 reality in
to

 th
e alter 

eg
o

 o
f auth

o
r K

ath
i W

o
lfe. O

th
er review

ers d
escrib

e th
e 

character “U
ppity” as the popular and

 vib
rant girl you w

anted
 to b

e 

friends w
ith at school, w

ith her w
ise one-liners and vibrant collection 

of shining shoes. Together, W
olfe and

 U
ppity illum

inate the w
orld

 of 

th
e b

lin
d

 an
d

 th
e w

o
rld

 o
f th

e lesb
ian

 th
ro

u
g

h
 sh

o
rt passages 

o
f unad

ulterated
 thoughtfulness w

ith an em
phasis on perspective. 

The first poem
 of the chapbook, “H

appy H
our,” sets the tone 

b
y co

n
vin

cin
g

 th
e read

er th
at b

ein
g

 b
lin

d
 is th

e easy w
ay o

ut; 

seeing is not a privilege but a burden. W
hile this m

ay be a diffi
cult 

co
n

cep
t, W

o
lfe d

elivers it w
ith

 h
um

o
r an

d
 clarity. “

A
m

 I g
e

ttin
g

 

c
h

u
b

b
y? U

p
p

ity averts / h
er g

aze fro
m

 th
e b

ar’s g
reen

, m
o

ld
y 

w
alls. / A

m
 I g

o
in

g
 g

ra
y

 a
t 2

2
?

 W
o

u
ld

 I k
is

s
 / a

n
y

o
n

e
 w

ith
 z

its
?

 O
r le

s
s
 

th
a

n
 p

e
rfe

c
t a

b
s
?”

“T
h

e P
lan

et o
f th

e B
lin

d
” d

escrib
es a w

o
rld

 w
ith

o
ut trad

itio
n

al 

sig
h

t in
 d

elicio
usly sen

so
ry an

d
 sed

uctive term
s. “

M
irro

rs
 

a
re

 

fo
r a

lie
n

s, U
p

p
ity said

. / T
h

e
 s

u
n

 ta
s
te

s
 lik

e
 re

d
 v

e
lv

e
t c

a
k

e
; / y

o
u

r 

lo
v

e
r’s

 v
o

ic
e

 is
 a

 c
a

s
h

m
e

re
 c

a
p

e
; / a

 c
lo

w
n

’s
 s

m
ile

 s
m

e
lls

 o
f o

ra
n

g
e

 

b
lo

s
s
o

m
 
/ 

a
n

d
 
a

s
h

e
s
. Y

o
u

 
a

re
 
y

o
u

r 
o

w
n

 
s
h

a
d

o
w

.” E
ach

 im
ag

e is 

both shockingly true and strikingly foreign to a sight-abled reader. 
T

h
ese p

o
em

s sh
o

w
case W

o
lfe’s g

ift to
 see far b

eyo
n

d
 th

e o
rd

in
ary 

o
f th

is w
o

rld
 an

d
 th

en
 d

eliver h
er versio

n
 b

ack to
 us, w

h
o

 can
 o

n
ly 

see th
e sun

 as lig
h

t. 

W
o

lfe’s kn
ack fo

r sh
arp

 an
d

 sexy im
ag

ery carries th
ro

ug
h

o
ut 

th
e b

o
o

k. In
 “S

cen
tsS

p
eakeasy.co

m
: B

lo
g

sp
o

t, ”U
p

p
ity w

rites 

to
 th

e ed
ito

r o
f th

e w
eb

site to
 an

sw
er a q

u
estio

n
 ab

o
u

t h
er 

blindness in connection w
ith the rest of her senses. In a flash of 

w
h

at is sim
ultan

eo
usly sh

arp
 d

erisio
n

 an
d

 d
elicate so

ul search
in

g
, 

U
p

p
ity d

eclares “T
in

 eared
 scrib

e, yo
ur visio

n
 /  b

lin
d

s yo
u. C

an
 yo

u 

see / if a b
eer tastes like rub

ies / o
r sm

ells like un
w

ash
ed

 h
air? / 

U
n

h
itch

ed
 fro

m
 eyes, I d

evo
ur secrets.” 

B
en

eath
 th

e quick jo
kes an

d
 b

eautiful sen
satio

n
s, th

ere rem
ain

s 

a d
ark un

d
erto

n
e o

f satire. In
 “B

lin
d

 P
o

rn
,” W

o
lfe tells th

e sto
ry o

f 

U
p

p
ity an

d
 h

er lo
ver S

ab
rin

a, kissin
g

 in
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 S

quare P
ark, 

only to be objectified and fetishized by a passing m
ale, for their 

sh
ared

 b
lin

d
n

ess as w
ell as th

eir g
ayn

ess. T
h

e sad
n

ess o
f th

e title 



200   
    Sinister W

isdom
 98 - L

a
n

d
y

k
e

s
 o

f th
e

 S
o

u
th

Fall 2015    
   201

is g
rip

p
in

g
, illum

in
atin

g
 th

e co
n

n
ectio

n
 b

etw
een

 w
h

at so
 m

an
y 

un
d

erstan
d

 as h
arm

less vo
yeurism

 in
 view

in
g

 p
o

rn
 an

d
 h

o
w

 th
at 

sam
e o

b
jectifyin

g
 p

o
w

er o
f w

o
m

en
 can

 cro
ss fro

m
 th

e screen
 to

 

th
e street in

 an
 in

stan
t. H

o
w

ever, U
p

p
ity h

o
ld

s h
er h

ead
 h

ig
h

, 

aim
s, and fires back at the m

an--a “fury in spiked heels.” A
s the 

poem
 concludes, a self-reflective dialogue is introduced betw

een 
U

p
p

ity an
d

 W
o

lfe.

“W
h

y, to
 th

e sig
h

ted
, 

are w
e creatures 

fro
m

 th
e B

lack Lag
o

o
n

? 

U
p

p
ity w

o
n

d
ered

. 

They turn off
 the TV, 

un
d

ress,

sip
 w

in
e, 

ch
eck th

eir b
reath

, 

p
ray to

 th
e g

o
d

s 

o
f g

o
o

d
 sex 

an
d

 ten
d

ern
ess,

just as I d
o

 n
o

w
 b

efo
re m

akin
g

 lo
ve 

to
 m

y lad
y.” 

U
sed

 to
 th

is life o
f o

th
ern

ess, U
p

p
ity rejects th

e n
o

tio
n

 th
at 

p
o

rn
 an

d
 d

isab
ility h

ave to
 b

e a b
ad

 an
d

 d
irty th

in
g

 in
 th

e co
n

text 

o
f h

er o
w

n
 life; if sh

e is view
ed

 an
d

 co
m

m
en

ted
, sh

e w
ill carry o

n
 

an
d

 en
jo

y it. “If th
is b

e b
lin

d
 p

o
rn

, / p
lay o

n
.”

I R
em

ind M
yself…

: 
Selected Poetry 
b

y R
uth

 M
o

un
tain

g
ro

ve
 

R
e
v

ie
w

e
d
 b

y
 C

a
e
ly

 M
c
H

a
le

R
uth

 M
o

un
tain

g
ro

ve’s co
llectio

n
 o

f selected
 p

o
etry I R

e
m

in
d

 

M
y

s
e

lf…
 

contains 
a 

loose 
narrative 

of 
self-discovery 

p
un

ctuated
 b

y M
o

un
tain

g
ro

ve’s fast p
aced

 stan
zas an

d
 im

ag
es 

th
at rin

g
 stu

n
n

in
g

ly tru
e to

 life. 
I 

R
e

m
in

d
 
M

y
s

e
lf…

 em
an

ates 

a 
sen

se 
o

f 
feelin

g
 

b
efo

re 
th

in
kin

g
 

an
d

 
p

lan
n

in
g

, 
o

rg
an

ic 

w
o

rd
s fo

llo
w

in
g

 o
n

e after an
o

th
er like sp

eakin
g

 in
 a d

ream
. 

T
h

e p
o

em
, “T

h
is o

ld
 lesb

ian
 d

ream
s,” p

ain
ts a fan

tasy im
ag

e 

o
f a lo

ver fo
r th

e o
ld

er sp
eaker o

f th
e p

o
em

. W
ith

o
ut frills, th

e 

w
an

ts an
d

 n
eed

s are so
lid

. “T
h

is o
ld

 / lesb
ian

, w
h

o
 can

 h
ave an

y / 

w
o

m
en

 sh
e can

 im
ag

in
e / d

ream
s th

is d
yke, b

lack / tro
users, fan

cy 

to
p

, w
ith

 rad
ian

t / face, h
o

ld
in

g
 h

er, kissin
g

 h
er.” T

h
e p

o
em

 sp
eaks 

to
 th

e issue o
f fem

ale ag
in

g
 an

d
 th

e urg
en

t sen
se o

f d
esire th

at 

rem
ain

s b
eh

in
d

 fro
m

 yo
uth

. H
o

w
ever, th

e sp
eaker en

d
s th

e p
o

em
 

alo
n

e. Like m
an

y o
f th

e p
o

em
s in

 th
e co

llectio
n

, th
e sp

eaker is 

p
erceivin

g
 an

d
 d

ream
in

g
 b

ut n
o

t p
resen

t. 

The sam
e feeling of concrete, hands-on desire appears in “H

ow
 

to
 W

ash
 a S

ilk S
h

irt”
. T

h
e lo

ve is m
eth

o
d

ic, sim
p

le an
d

 p
h

ysical in
 

a w
ay th

at sh
o

w
s d

eep
 co

n
n

ectio
n

 an
d

 carin
g

: “kiss th
e w

o
m

an
 / 

n
ext to

 yo
u. S

o
ap

 h
er / just as yo

u d
id

 yo
ur silk sh

irt. / H
er arm

s. h
er 

b
reasts. h

er b
ack. / Turn

 o
n

 th
e sh

o
w

er, rin
se w

ell, / turn
in

g
 h

er in
 

yo
ur arm

s.” S
im

ilarly, “S
traw

b
erries” w

eig
h

s in
 w

ith
 d

elicate an
d
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alm
o

st sh
am

eful in
tim

acy, n
aked

 to
 th

e w
o

rld
. “A

s I ro
un

d
ed

 th
e 

co
rn

er / th
ere sh

e w
as / n

aked
 to

 th
e m

o
rn

in
g

, / to
 th

e straw
b

erries, 

/ an
d

 to
 m

e.”

T
h

e m
o

st p
o

w
erful p

o
em

 in
 th

e “M
ed

ical S
ep

tet” sectio
n

 is 

titled
 “P

relud
e.” P

uttin
g

 in
to

 ab
stract term

s th
e exp

erien
ce o

f a 

m
ale m

ed
ical p

ractitio
n

er to
uch

in
g

 th
e b

o
d

y o
f a lesb

ian
, to

uch
 

becom
es a diff

erent beast. “Spreading jelly / under m
y breasts, / 

to
uch

in
g

 m
y skin

. / W
e co

uld
 b

e lo
vers, / h

is h
ead

 so
 clo

se to
 m

in
e.” 

H
o

w
ever, th

e illusio
n

 o
f in

tim
acy is b

ro
ken

 b
y m

ach
in

ery an
d

 

reality; th
is in

teractio
n

 is n
o

t n
atural an

d
 so

ft like “S
traw

b
erries

”
.

It exists in a diff
erent realm

 of necessity and a lack of pow
er. 

H
o

w
ever, 

th
e 

read
er 

is 
left 

w
o

n
d

erin
g

, 
is 

th
is 

en
viro

n
m

en
t 

so
m

eh
o

w
 em

o
tio

n
ally safer fo

r th
e sp

eaker? “H
e kn

o
w

s m
y h

eart’s 

/ secrets. / H
e d

o
es n

o
t kiss m

e / H
e d

o
es n

o
t / b

etray m
y h

eart.” 

“O
b

servatio
n

s” is th
e last sectio

n
 o

f th
e co

llectio
n

. T
h

e sp
eaker 

seem
s tired

, ten
se an

d
 ag

itated
.  T

h
e h

aun
tin

g
 p

o
em

, “Q
uestio

n
”
 

follow
s the sam

e staccato rhythm
 of this final section, asking the 

questio
n

. “W
h

en
 / yo

u / lie / in
 b

ed
 / w

aitin
g

 / fo
r / d

aw
n

 / w
h

o
 / 

w
aits / w

ith
 / yo

u?” T
h

e alo
n

en
ess o

f th
e lin

es o
n

 th
e p

ag
e feels like 

so
lid

arity—
o

r im
ag

in
ed

 so
lid

arity. 

The final poem
 in M

ountaingrove’s collection, “H
olidaze

,”
 

co
n

tain
s 

p
layful 

w
o

rd
p

lay 
an

d
 

rh
ym

e 
co

n
trastin

g
 

w
ith

 
th

e 

m
elan

ch
o

ly n
ature o

f th
e p

iece. T
h

e co
llectio

n
 artfully co

m
es in

 

full circle. “M
y m

use is n
o

t am
used

. S
h

e keep
s kn

o
ckin

g
 o

n
 m

y 

d
o

o
r / b

ut I’m
 ignoring her…

. S
he has m

uch to say / I need
 to

 listen.” 

I R
e

m
in

d
 M

y
s
e

lf…
 en

d
s w

ith
 a b

ittersw
eet taste. T

h
e sp

eaker is 

n
o

t alo
n

e, th
e sp

eaker h
as an

d
 h

as alw
ays h

ad
 p

o
etry to

 sustain
 

h
erself. M

o
un

tain
g

ro
ve carefully illustrates to

 th
e exp

erien
ce o

f a 

lesb
ian

 livin
g

 life after exp
lo

sio
n

s o
f yo

uth
 an

d
 d

esire an
d

 d
an

g
er. 

W
h

at rem
ain

s is a w
ell o

f w
isd

o
m

 run
n

in
g

 d
eep

er th
an

 th
e n

eed
 

for abstract conceits or high-flying m
etaphor, and a stunningly 

d
iscern

in
g

 eye fo
r w

h
at life is. 

H
O

P
E: N

ew
found C

larity 
b

y P
at M

. K
uras 

C
reateS

p
ace

ISBN
: 978-1511577205

P
ap

erb
ack $9

.9
9

, 34 p
ag

es

R
e
v

ie
w

e
d
 b

y
 C

a
e
ly

 M
c
H

a
le

I
n

 th
e auth

o
r’s n

o
te p

reced
in

g
 H

o
p

e
: N

e
w

fo
u

n
d

 C
la

rity
, P

at K
uras 

states “W
ritin

g
 is an

 act o
f d

isco
very an

d
 I w

rite to
 un

d
erstan

d
 

an
d

 m
ake sen

se o
f th

e w
o

rld
 aro

un
d

 m
e.” Fo

llo
w

in
g

 th
e p

o
etic 

n
arrative o

f red
em

p
tio

n
, H

o
p

e d
elivers tig

h
t p

o
etic im

ag
ery an

d
 a 

lan
g

uag
e th

at p
ro

ud
ly d

isp
lay’s th

e sp
eaker’s h

eart o
n

 h
er sleeve 

as sh
e b

attles alco
h

o
lism

.  

S
tan

d
o

uts fro
m

 th
e co

llectio
n

 in
clud

e th
e p

o
em

 “T
h

e S
t. 

V
alen

tin
e’s 

D
ay 

M
assacre,”

 
in

 
w

h
ich

 
th

e 
sp

eaker 
refers 

to
 

a “kam
ikaze flight” as she anxiously searches for a hum

an 
co

n
n

ectio
n

 un
d

er th
e th

ick veil o
f in

eb
riatio

n
. Lo

n
g

in
g

 co
m

es 

th
ro

ug
h

 d
elicately in

 th
e lin

e “I d
ive fro

m
 w

o
m

an
 to

 w
o

m
an

, / 

p
ressin

g
 p

etals, lip
s to

 lip
s, / kisses th

at are, o
h

, to
o

 b
rief” an

d
 th

en
 

fades into artistic oblivion w
ith the poem

’s final assertion, “Like a 
V

an
 G

o
g

h
 n

ig
h

t, / I am
 lo

st to
 a sw

irl o
f co

lo
rs.”

Lines from
 one of the final poem

s, “Recovery
,” cap

ture b
est 

th
e sp

irit o
f K

uras’ en
d

eavo
r in

 th
is co

llectio
n

. “Yo
u w

ere b
lin

d
ed

 

b
efo

re / p
o

w
erless ag

ain
st th

e / w
icked

 n
ectars.” A

t th
e en

d
, th

e 

poet finds “A
 new

found clarity, / the prom
ise of new

 days and 
p

ro
g

ress n
o

t p
erfectio

n
.”
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CONTRIBUTORS

B. Leaf Cronewrite is Maryann Hopper’s crone name. She grew 

up in Mississippi, and graduated from Arkansas Tech and the 

University of Memphis. Activism caused her to join marches 

protesting violence against women in Memphis, supporting 

Lesbian and gay rights in Washington, DC, and Pride marches 

in many cities. With her partner, Drea Firewalker, she created 

an intentional women’s urban community named Womontown 

within her 7 × 7 block neighborhood in Kansas City, Missouri.

Barbara Ester grew up in the country in Illinois and holds a great 

affinity for Lesbians on Land. A Maize reader and writer for many 

years, she now resides in South Carolina, living on the forest edge.

Barbara Hering Lieu was born in New York State and has lived in 

the South and in Lesbian community since the late 1970s, first at 
Pagoda in St. Augustine, Florida, and currently at Alapine Village 

in northeast Alabama.

Dolphin Dragon grew up in West Texas, taught school and made 

movies in Chicago, and attended the second Michigan Womyn’s 

Music Festival. There she was handed a life-changing flier, which 
led her to the Ozarks and Dragon, where she found love and 

learned a lot.

Drea Firewalker is Andrea Nedelsky’s crone name. Drea 

graduated from UMKC (1984). She was a security marshal in 

the first Pride marches in Kansas City. The need to help secure a 
strong community for Lesbians prompted her and her partner, B. 

Leaf Cronewrite, to lead a movement to transform an area in the 

Longfellow/Dutch Hill neighborhood, which became known as 

Womontown, Missouri, and still exists today.

Jenna Weston is an artist, writer, and teacher. She grew up in 

Michigan and came out there in the late 1970s. Since then Jenna 

has been committed to the creation of Lesbian community and 

culture, contributing her art and writing to numerous women’s 

and Lesbian publications. She now lives in north Florida.

Juana Maria Paz is a New York-born Puerto Rican who spent 
several years living on Lesbian land and writing about feminist 

community. She is currently a child care worker in Richmond, 

Virginia, and lives with her daughter and grandson.

Judy McVey was born in Columbia, South Carolina, and raised in 

Chattanooga, Tennessee, and Atlanta, Georgia. She is a retired 

orchestra teacher and pastoral counselor and is now living out her 

dream with her partner of thirty-one years on their land in east 
Georgia, Pteradyktil.

Kate Ellison was born in Louisiana, grew up in Tennessee, and 

attended the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, graduating in 

1972. At UT, she learned about feminism and began to see herself 

as a feminist. She has lived on wimmin’s land most of the time 

since 1988, and has been associated with three women’s land 

groups: Turtleland in Virginia, SPIRAL in Kentucky, and the North 

Forty, where she now lives, in Florida.

Kathleen “Corky” Culver has sought poetry and peace and 

justice, community music and dance, activism, Lesbians, sunsets 

and sunrises, and liberation. She was a Thoreau scholar and 

English professor in her spare time and takes sanctuary by lakes 

and women’s lands.

Loba Wakinyan is a rebellious catalyst who has been setting 

fires to expectations from birth. Conceived, birthed, and raised in 
Asheville, North Carolina, Loba has a deep love of the southland, of 
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personal “Ancestory.” A current MFA student at Goddard College, 

Loba writes to breathe and breathes to right—for each word on 

the page is a political social challenge of boring and rote.

Lynn Hicks was born in Columbus, Georgia, grew up in 

Montgomery, Alabama, graduated from Auburn University, and 

taught in Atlanta before going to New York in 1970 for a master’s 

degree in art. After seven years in the Berkshires of Massachusetts, 

she moved back South in 1979 for a longer gardening season. She 

has been a political activist since the 1970s, including participating 

in the SOA (School of the Americas) Watch in Columbus, Georgia, 

and the Selma Bridge Crossing ceremonies and Peace Walk to 

Montgomery, and now the Moral Monday protests in North 

Carolina.

Caely McHale is an undergraduate at The College of William and 

Mary studying English and Creative Writing.

Maria Christina Moroles (Águila) is the cofounder and president of 

Arco Iris Earth Care Project (AIECP), a nonprofit organization that 
works to fulfill the Arco Iris mission of preserving and protecting 
400 acres of Ozark wilderness, in Northwest Arkansas. Águila is 

the matriarchal resident steward of Rancho Arco Iris, 130 acres 

adjacent to AIECP. Rancho was the founding home of Arco Iris and 

has served to provide a spiritual and environmental sanctuary, 

initially as a women and children of color survivors’ camp. Arco 

Iris promotes indigenous and Ozark culture. Formerly known as 

Sun Hawk, she is Mexican American Indian, from the Coahuilateco 

Mexica nation, and she has been a curandera, or healer, since the 

age of seventeen.

Marideth Sisco, a veteran journalist, teacher, author, musician, 

and student of folklore, created Elder Mountain Press to publish 

stories of Ozarks culture and history. She holds a BFA degree from 

Missouri State University and an MA from Antioch University. She 

hosts the public radio show, These Ozarks Hills, on KSMU and is 

finishing a novel. Sisco spent twenty years as an environmental 
writer for the West Plains Quill and was well known for her 

gardening column, “Crosspatch.” Recently, she was consultant 

and featured singer in the award-winning feature film Winter’s 

Bone. She helped write the soundtrack for the documentary Stray 

Dog: The Movie by the same production team.

Mary Bricker-Jenkins, daughter of a New England lady and an 

unfeasibly romantic gambler, traveled both of their roads until she 

found her own at WIT’s End Farm in Tennessee. A mother, farmer, 

organizer, social worker, Lesbian-feminist-commie pinko old 
woman who cherishes southern Appalachia, she carries scores of 

unwritten poems and stories in the heart and has a few she wrote 

on her bookshelf.

Merril Mushroom grew up in Miami Beach, Florida, and came out 

there in the 1950s. She lived in New York City in the 1960s, and has 

lived in rural Middle Tennessee since the 1970s. She has written a 

wide variety of prose pieces. Her old-timey bar dyke stories can be 
found in out-of-print Lesbian publications of the 1980s and 1990s.

TeNaj McFadden was born and raised in Indiana. Since 1987 she 

has been back in Indiana where she managed the family farm, 

became disabled, and cared for her mother, who died at home 

from Alzheimer’s disease. She is now deciding what to do with the 

rest of her life.

Rachel has visited several intentional communities. She feels at 

home in many different states in the United States. Rachel and her 
wife live with their three cats.

Robin Toler, ATR-BC, LAC, AIT-C, is a board-certified art 
therapist, licensed addictions counselor, and certified in Advanced 
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Integrative Therapy. Toler’s practice and consulting services 

offer art therapy, addictions counseling, energy therapy, pain 
management and women’s mental health. Her private practice is 

near Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Toler’s 

therapy practice is based on feminist principles: equity and human 

rights. Toler is an artist, writer, and drummer. Contact Toler at 

www.robintoler.com or www.robintolerartstudio.com.

Rose Norman, a member of the Ravens Den Sanctuary land 

group, is a native Alabamian, now retired from college teaching. As 

general editor of the Southern Lesbian Feminist Activist Herstory 

Project, she has conducted interviews with thirty-nine Lesbians.

Susan Wiseheart was born and lived in Michigan for forty-eight 
years, moved to the Missouri Ozarks in 1989, and has now lived 

at Hawk Hill Community Land Trust for over two decades. She has 

been strongly influenced by antiracist work, Lesbian culture, the 
Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival, Midwest Wimmin’s Festival, 

many wonderful individual Lesbians, her biological family, and Old 

Lesbians Organizing for Change.

CONTRIBUTORS WANTED

Southern Lesbian Feminist Activist Herstory Project

Womonwriters continue to collaborate on a herstory of 

Lesbian-feminist activism in the South, particularly for the years 
1968–1999. The role of Southern Lesbian-feminists in the women’s 
movement needs to be documented before it is forgotten, and 

while those activists are still living. All memoirs and interviews 

will be archived, and some will be used in publications, with the 

contributors’ permission and participation. The idea for this 

project began at Womonwrites, the Southeast Lesbian Writers’ 

Conference, which celebrated its 37th annual spring conference in 

2015 (womonwrites.wordpress.com).

For more information, 

email Rose Norman at rose.norman@gmail.com

or telephone Merril Mushroom at 615-536-5287.
If you have a story to tell, or even if you might but don’t know 

how to tell it, we would like to hear from you!.

Lo
go

 is
 s

ig
ne

d
 J

en
ni

fe
r W

es
to

n,
 a

nd
 w

e 
ha

ve
 h

er
 p

er
m

is
si

o
n
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en
co

m
p

assin
g

 eth
o

s o
f queern

ess? In
 w

h
at w

ays d
o

es p
erfo

rm
an

ce 
also off

er opportunities for critiques of lesbian fem
inism

 itself? 
Perform

ance/script excerpts, short essays, creative non-fiction, 
b

rief m
em

o
irs, excerp

ts fro
m

 art p
ro

jects, visual art, p
o

em
s, an

d
 

o
th

er fo
rm

s o
f exp

ressio
n

 are all w
elco

m
e. 

P
lease sen

d
 q

uestio
n

s an
d

 sub
m

issio
n

s to
 p

rivateco
m

m
issio

n
@

g
m

ail.co
m

. T
h

e d
ead

lin
e fo

r sub
m

issio
n

s is D
ecem

b
er 31, 2015.

A
lexis C

lem
ents is a p

erfo
rm

an
ce m

aker, arts w
riter, an

d
 

journalist living in Brooklyn, N
Y. She founded the m

ulti-disciplinary 
arts project N

ew
 A

cquisition, and co-founded Private Com
m

ission, 
a queer w

ritin
g

 g
ro

up
 an

d
 p

ub
lish

er. H
er creative w

o
rk h

as b
een

 
p

ro
d

uced
 an

d
 p

ub
lish

ed
 in

 th
e U

S
 an

d
 U

K
. H

er articles, essays, 
an

d
 in

terview
s h

ave ap
p

eared
 in

 p
ub

licatio
n

s such
 as S

a
lo

n
, B

itc
h

 

M
a

g
a

z
in

e
, A

u
to

s
tra

d
d

le
, A

m
e

ric
a

n
 T

h
e

a
tre

, T
h

e
 B

ro
o

k
ly

n
 R

a
il, T

w
o

 

S
e

rio
u

s
 L

a
d

ie
s
, T

h
e

 L
 M

a
g

a
z

in
e

, N
a

tu
re

, F
ro

n
tie

rs
, an

d
 In

 th
e

 F
le

s
h

. 
S

h
e is a reg

ular co
n

trib
uto

r, fo
cused

 o
n

 art an
d

 p
erfo

rm
an

ce, to
 

H
y

p
e

ra
lle

rg
ic

. A
n

d
 curren

tly sh
e is w

o
rkin

g
 o

n
 a d

o
cum

en
tary 

film
 project titled A

LL W
E’V

E G
O

T focused on the spaces w
here 

lesb
ian

s an
d

 queer w
o

m
en

 g
ath

er.

Call for W
ork: H

onoring the M
ichigan W

om
yn’s M

usic Festival 
D

eadline: D
ecem

ber 31, 2015

T
h

is sp
ecial issue o

f S
in

is
te

r W
is

d
o

m
 is d

ed
icated

 to
 h

o
n

o
rin

g
 

the forty-year phenom
enon of the M

ichigan W
om

yn’s M
usic 

Festival (M
W

M
F). It celeb

rates M
W

M
F as an

 em
b

o
d

im
en

t o
f 

radical fem
inist separatist collaboration, transform

ational self-
defined autonom

ous spaces, a com
m

itm
ent to sisterhood and 

m
atriarch

al culture, an
d

 a m
usical city sp

run
g

 fro
m

 th
e earth

 fo
r 

o
n

e w
eek in

 th
e w

o
o

d
s. T

h
e g

uest ed
ito

rs w
ill curate a d

iversity o
f 

w
o

m
yn

’s vo
ices, values, trad

itio
n

s, an
d

 exp
erien

ces o
f M

W
M

F as 
it h

as ch
an

g
ed

 an
d

 co
n

n
ected

 g
en

eratio
n

s. W
e w

ill exp
lo

re w
h

at 
M

W
M

F h
as m

ean
t to

 so
 m

an
y w

o
m

yn
, d

o
cum

en
t its ch

ro
n

o
lo

g
y, 

an
d

 co
m

m
em

o
rate th

e p
o

w
er o

f th
is un

ique co
m

m
un

ity.
T

h
e g

uest ed
ito

rs are seekin
g

 sub
m

issio
n

s fro
m

 w
riters an

d
 

visual artists in
tim

ately co
n

n
ected

 w
ith

 M
W

M
F. W

riters can
 sub

m
it 

p
o

em
s, p

erso
n

al essays, sh
o

rt sto
ries, o

ral h
isto

ries, in
terview

s, 

C
A

L
L

S
 F

O
R

 S
U

B
M

IS
S

IO
N

C
all for W

ork: Perform
ing Lesbian Fem

inism
D

eadline: D
ecem

ber 31, 2015

A
lexis C

lem
ents is calling for w

riting at the intersectio
n o

f 
perform

ance and
 lesb

ian fem
inism

 for a special issue of S
in

is
te

r 

W
is

d
o

m
. A

t a tim
e w

h
en

 queer th
eo

ry an
d

 p
o

litics, p
o

p
ular culture, 

and ongoing m
isogyny have lead to things such as the H

uffi
ngton 

P
o

st’s live n
ew

s series h
o

stin
g

 an
 exten

d
ed

 seg
m

en
t fo

cused
 

o
n

 “T
h

e E
n

d
 o

f Lesb
ian

s,” m
an

y feel n
o

t just th
e term

 lesb
ian

 
b

ut also
 th

e id
en

tities it en
co

m
p

asses are em
b

attled
. H

o
w

ever, 
th

e p
o

litical an
d

 th
eo

retical leg
acy o

f lesb
ian

 fem
in

ists m
ad

e 
significant contributions to the developm

ent of queer theory and 
th

e em
b

o
d

ied
 p

ractice o
f ch

allen
g

in
g

 g
en

d
er an

d
 sexual n

o
rm

s, 
am

o
n

g
 o

th
ers. P

erfo
rm

an
ce h

as lo
n

g
 b

een
 a critical to

o
l fo

r 
lesb

ian
 fem

in
ists in

 celeb
ratin

g
, d

evelo
p

in
g

, an
d

 exp
lo

rin
g

 id
eas 

an
d

 id
en

tities, w
h

eth
er o

n
 stag

e, in
 b

o
o

ksto
res an

d
 cafes, o

r even
 

in
 th

e every d
ay. T

h
is h

isto
ry in

clud
es m

an
y artists w

h
o

 h
ave b

een
 

in
vo

lved
 in

 th
e W

O
W

 C
afe T

h
eatre such

 as S
p

lit B
ritch

es (P
eg

g
y 

S
h

aw
 &

 Lo
is W

eaver), C
arm

elita Tro
p

ican
a, H

o
lly H

ug
h

es, th
e 

Five Lesb
ian

 B
ro

th
ers, an

d
 th

e R
ivers o

f H
o

n
ey series fo

r queer 
w

o
m

en
 o

f co
lo

r, to
 m

o
re co

n
tem

p
o

rary w
o

rk such
 as A

llyso
n

 
M

itch
ell’s p

erfo
rm

an
ce, in

stallatio
n

, an
d

 co
llab

o
ratio

n
 K

illjo
y’s 

K
astle: A

 Lesb
ian

 Fem
in

ist H
aun

ted
 H

o
use o

r th
e o

n
g

o
in

g
 cultural 

o
rg

an
izin

g
 takin

g
 p

lace at th
e E

sp
eran

za P
eace &

 Justice C
en

ter in
 

S
an

 A
n

to
n

io
, Texas.

Fo
r th

is vo
lum

e C
lem

en
ts is in

terested
 in

 exp
lo

rin
g

 h
o

w
 artists 

an
d

 in
d

ivid
uals are p

erfo
rm

in
g

 an
d

/o
r d

raw
in

g
 o

n
 lesb

ian
 fem

in
ism

 
at th

is m
o

m
en

t. H
o

w
 d

o
 w

e en
act lesb

ian
 fem

in
ism

 to
d

ay? W
h

at 
d

o
es th

e leg
acy o

f lesb
ian

 fem
in

ism
 m

ean
 to

 p
eo

p
le creatin

g
 w

o
rk 

an
d

 livin
g

 to
d

ay, am
o

n
g

 th
o

se w
h

o
 w

ere th
ere fo

r its b
eg

in
n

in
g

s 
as w

ell as th
o

se w
h

o
 h

ave ch
o

sen
 to

 take it up
 sin

ce th
en

? H
o

w
 

d
o

es it in
tersect w

ith
 th

e larg
er um

b
rella o

f queern
ess an

d
 th

e 
co

n
tem

p
o

rary un
d

erstan
d

in
g

 o
f an

d
 fo

cus o
n

 th
e m

an
y variatio

n
s 

o
f g

en
d

er an
d

 sexuality? C
an

 th
e p

erfo
rm

an
ce o

f lesb
ian

 fem
in

ism
 

today serve as a counterpoint and/or com
plem

ent to the all-
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•D
rugs, Fists, and Tears

•Lesbians, Lesbians, Lesbians
•Expanding Fem

ale
•Vending and Entrepreneurship
•D

rum
 Circles, H

ootenannies, W
orkshops w

ith A
rtists

•A
ctivism

 and A
dvocacy

•D
IY A

rt and Culture
•Rehearsal Tent H

ijinks
•RV

 Com
m

unity
•Boys and M

en

T
h

e g
uest ed

ito
rs w

an
t to

 p
reserve each

 sub
m

itter’s vo
ice; 

h
o

w
ever, w

h
ere ap

p
licab

le w
e w

ill b
e ad

h
erin

g
 to

 S
in

is
te

r W
is

d
o

m
 

p
ub

lish
in

g
 g

uid
elin

es, w
h

ich
 fo

llo
w

 th
e C

h
icag

o
 M

an
ual o

f S
tyle. 

If yo
u are n

o
t fam

iliar w
ith

 th
ese g

uid
elin

es, p
lease co

n
tact th

e 
ed

ito
rs an

d
 w

e w
ill assist w

ith
 an

y questio
n

s yo
u m

ay h
ave.

T
h

e d
ead

lin
e fo

r sub
m

issio
n

s is Jan
uary 31, 2016

; h
o

w
ever, 

early sub
m

issio
n

s are en
co

urag
ed

 an
d

 ap
p

reciated
.

P
lease m

ake yo
ur sub

m
issio

n
s h

ere: h
ttp

s://g
reen

sub
m

issio
n

s.
com

/519/sinister-w
isdom

-m
w

m
f-edition/index.php

p
lays, an

d
 o

th
er o

rig
in

al w
ritin

g
 o

f n
o

 m
o

re th
an

 5,000 w
o

rd
s. 

V
isual artists can

 sen
d

 up
 to

 5 p
ain

tin
g

s, d
raw

in
g

s, p
h

o
to

s, o
r 

o
th

er o
rig

in
al artw

o
rk in

 b
lack an

d
 w

h
ite. A

rtists m
ay sub

m
it o

n
e 

im
ag

e in
 co

lo
r fo

r co
ver art co

n
sid

eratio
n

. A
ll w

ritin
g

 sub
m

issio
n

s 
sh

o
uld

 b
e in

 .d
o

cx, an
d

 fo
r art, p

lease use .jp
g

, .g
if, o

r .tif (300d
p

i). 
W

e en
co

urag
e ven

d
o

rs, p
erfo

rm
ers, festivalg

o
ers, facilitato

rs, 
w

o
rkers, an

d
 w

o
m

yn
 fro

m
 all races, eth

n
icities, sexualities, ag

es, 
ab

ilities, relig
io

n
s, an

d
 g

en
d

er id
en

tities to
 sub

m
it.

T
h

e g
uest ed

ito
rs w

elco
m

e sub
m

issio
n

s th
at exp

an
d

 b
ut are 

n
o

t lim
ited

 to
 th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
:

•Raising the Stages
•Preparing the City
•Body A

cceptance
•Safety and N

udity
•H

ealing and Recovery
•Life Backstage
•W

orker Com
m

unity
•W

om
yn of Color

•D
EA

F Cam
ping

•Pilgrim
age and “W

elcom
e H

om
e”

•O
rgasm

s, Sex, Rom
antic Love, and Exes

•Stories of Line Culture and Finally G
etting In

•G
row

ing up G
aia, M

othering the Younger G
enerations

•Chosen Fam
ilies

•G
ender N

onconform
ing Identities and Expressions

•Radical Spaces
•W

orkshops and Perform
ances

•Finding Voice, Pow
er, and Self

•Personal A
gency in W

orkshifting
•Intersectional Com

m
unities

•Burlesque, Struts, and W
alks and Parades

•Spirituality, W
itchcraft, The Cult, and W

oo
•Ecology and N

ature
•Electricity, Plum

bing, and Sound in the W
oods

•Leather Com
m

unity
•Babies and Crones
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Sinister Wisdom Back Issues Available

97   Out Latina Lesbians ($12)
96   What Can I Ask ($18.95)
95   Reconciliations ($12)
94   Lesbians and Exile ($12)
93   Southern Lesbian-Feminist 
     Herstory 1968–94 ($12)
92   Lesbian Healthcare Workers ($12)
91   Living as a Lesbian ($17.95)
90   Catch, Quench ($12)
89   Once and Later ($12)
88   Crime Against Nature ($17.95)
87   Tribute to Adrienne Rich
86   Ignite!
85    Youth/Humor
84    Time/Space
83    Identity and Desire
82    In Amerika They Call Us 
      Dykes: Lesbian Lives in the 70s
81    Lesbian Poetry – When? And
      Now!
80    Willing Up and Keeling Over
78/79  Old Lesbians/Dykes II
77    Environmental Issues Lesbian
      Concerns
76   Open Issue
75    Lesbian Theories/Lesbian 
      Controversies
74   Latina Lesbians
73   The Art Issue
72   Utopia
71   Open Issue
70   30th Anniversary Celebration
68/69  Death, Grief and Surviving
67    Lesbians and Work
66   Lesbians and Activism
65   Lesbian Mothers & 
      Grandmothers
64   Lesbians and Music, Drama 
      and Art
63   Lesbians and Nature
62   Lesbian Writers on Reading 
      and Writing *
61    Women Loving Women in 
      Prison
59/60  Love, Sex & Romance
58   Open Issue
57    Healing

55   Exploring Issues of Racial & 
      Sexual Identification
54   Lesbians & Religion
53   Old Dykes/Lesbians – Guest 
      Edited by Lesbians Over 60
52   Allies Issue
51   New Lesbian Writing
50   Not the Ethics Issue
49   The Lesbian Body
48   Lesbian Resistance Including
      work by Dykes in Prison
47   Lesbians of Color: Tellin’ It 
      Like It ‘Tis
46   Dyke Lives
45   Lesbians & Class (the first 
      issue of a lesbian journal 
      edited entirely by poverty and
      working class dykes)
43/44  15th Anniversary double-size 
      (368 pgs) retrospective
41    Italian American Women’s Issue
40   Friendship
39   Disability
36   Surviving Psychiatric Assault/
      Creating emotional well being 
35   Passing
34    Sci-Fi, Fantasy & Lesbian Visions
33    Wisdom
32   Open Issue

*Available on audio tape

Back issues are $6.00 
unless noted plus $3.00 

Shipping & Handling 
for 1st issue; $1.00 for each 

additional issue.
Order online at 

www.sinisterwisdom.org

Or mail check or money 
order to:

Sinister Wisdom
PO Box 3252

Berkeley, CA 94703


