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»f tea in China.
Peopledon’tjuststepmmdh:yabook
at this quaint little bookstore. For that,
the mall will do. Malaprop’s offers some-
thing that is almost intangible to describe.
“Malaprop’s caters to a tremendously
broad population, lifestyles, dreams, and
hierarchies

There are no

personalities.
here, gaid Laura Hope-Gill, cafe manag-

“Malaprops is a magnet for people.
The in our store enjoy having
conversations with people. I think that’s
part of the charm of the place, downstairs
and upstairs,” said Mindy Knott, a book-
seller at Malaprop's.

Upstairs, readers can select from a di-
,vmaaalecbionofhﬂesranginghumﬂm
reglonaltotheapintual,dlhmdpiekedby
Emoke B'Racz, the shop’s buyer. Down-
stairs plays host to “the
best ¢ in town”
in an intimate cafe set-

“People from New
York, people from Cali-
fornia, people from Tex-
as, people from Iowa
come into this bookstore
and say ‘This is the best |
bookstore l’ve ever been

“When I started ‘A Cafe of One’s Own,’
ahtrofpeuplethoughtthattbmwassblg
political act, that we were censoring men.

Peapiemnboywtt&dus.l"}verybodypre—a

ferred to make up their own minds about
what I was doing, but no one really asked
me about it,” said Hope-Gill, a noted poet
herself in the Asheville poetry scene.

So I asked her. Why no men?

“1 wanted to find out what would hap-
pen if women had the opportunity to talk
about things that they thought were im-
portant.WouldtheyenmeoutataI]‘!Or

has it been completely erased from a
woman’s nature to speak out in public?”
said Hope-Gill.

“I wanted to let the women choose
their subject matter. It wasn’t a political
statement. It was just an experiment in
]angus,ge,”anidHope-Gﬂl
The experiment

worked. ‘A Cafe of

One’'s Own’' has become a popular and
well-known forum for women poets to
bring their own original poems to share
with an eager audience.
The main appeal of ‘A
Cafe of One’s Own’ is the
fact that it attracts wom-
en who otherwise would
not share their poems
with the public.
“Typically, ~ people
have to work up their
That's' the at-
traction of the small inti-
mate set-up of the cafe.
You feel safer than you
would if you were 10 feet

stores that are out AyTRRNATIVE LOAFING

there,” gaid Knott.

Malaprop’s also features several author
events each month. For instance James
Kilgo author of “Inheritance of Horses”
will stop in on December 10 to read selec-
tions of his work and sign books.

Thebuokatorefuhmﬁhnandmum
cal events as well.

But perhaps the most interesting as-
pect of Malaprop’s is an event called “A
CafeofOne’sOwn.”ShrtedbyHope-(}iu
in 1992, this once-as-month happening
glve;wmem poets an outlet for their
wor,

~In the cafe, Malaprop’s gives voice to

' -thesawnmenmt}mfomofammphohﬁ:'

~ set up in the corner of the room. Organiz-
ers welcome and encourage men to attend

aspartoftheaudlsme

away  from the audi-
ence,” said Hope-Gill.
This is all the more important for those
of us who appreciate poetry. Some poetry
gets on my nerves, Sylvia Plath, for in-
stance, has the same effect on me as nau-

‘sea.

But then I'll hear a luscious arrange-
ment of words that sucks the breath right
out of me, sends it to the heavens to play
with the angels, then blows it back into my
soul in a gentle puff, revealing the truth of
the universe.

Okay,somaybel’mnotapoet,butl
eouldre]atetothepnemsatlastFnday’s

Unfortunately, fewer poets than usual

turned up to read. Three poets took the -

mike including Hope-Gill.
She started with her poem “Think Like
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hich  ordor, At8:30 p.m. the Four of a Kind band wil

MAN, THAT MUSIC'S SMOKIN':For those who need

::mnmmdwqofpieoﬂmdemigh
Thanksgiving, a Friday night trip to the

Mountain Smoke House on Spruce Street is in

dish up great bluegrass. At the same time
Saturday, the Smoke House welcomes the Green
Valley Cloggers.

GREAT MUSIC, GREAT CAUSE:Woek nights are
looking good at the green door on Carolina Lane,
behind the Broadway Arts Building. At 8 p.m.
Wednesday the improv comedy troupe Half-Past
Funny will take the stage. $3 for all the laughs
you can handle. On Thursday night, same bat
fime, Anne Coombs will host Writers in the Round
with performances by Malcolm Holcombe, Jan

talented people will perform at the benefitin
recognition of Worid AIDS day.

 [fyou have news about what's going on with
area clubs, music and the arts; give us a calt at
704-252-5610, Ext. 444.

Anderson, Anne Lalley, and Nancs Pettit. These
\



