




SHOW YOU HEAR 
Terri L. Jewell 
C 1985 

Among my people 
it is rude 
to listen to another 
without making noises. 
of acknowledgement·. 
A famous anthropologist 
now decease.d 
said the invention 
of the boat 
started race prejudice·. 
It is rude 
to listen to this silently-. 
The world says 
a "real" woman 
has gratefully accepted 
some man's vision 
of hersel.f:� 
It is unsafe 
to listen to this. 
A Black woman • 

, . loving other woman 
defies the narrow line 
and draws the spiral 
of her own 
fire dances. 
Make a noise 
of acknowledgement. 
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TO srs·rERs TURNED A 1iAY

Terri L. Je1-rell 
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I claim you raw 
seek that part of you in me 

living unashamed, 
share entire truths out of love 

only to sea you turn away 
as salt to ash 

to steep in distrust 
celebrate my cowardice 

and not the coil that burns in rain 
unden1ed and pure. 

You touch yourselves 1n places forbidden 
then praise your own deceit ·. 

I love you hard 
can do no less 
deflect your lies as best I can 
bury your pban toms of me in sand·. 

I am you, too--
more than skin and braid 
in my choice of heart. 

Our growth is pain 
and I grow toward you 

powerless to deny 
the pull of the sun·. 
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